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Louisiana Historical Society Publications 


The following issues af the Society can be purchased at the 
prices listed, subject to fluctuation, plus ten cents per number for 


postage. Address Henry M. Gill, Corresponding Secretary, The 
_ Cabildo, Third Floor, Chartres and St, Peter Streets, New 
Orleans, La. All issues of the Society that. you do not desire will 
_ be appreciated, as the Society needs duplicates. | 


. . Publications: Volumes 1-10, complete set, bound $25.00; each 
exhausted. 


Quarterlies: Volumes 1-15, complete bound, $100.00; 
each number $1.00, except Vol. 1, Nos. 8 and 4, $4.00 each; Vol. 2, 
Nos. 1 and 4, stock exhausted, No. 8, $4.00; Vol. 8, Nos. 1 and 4, 


- gtock exhausted, and Vol. 4, No. 4, $4.00. 


The Society has a few copies of the valuable: works listed 


below which will be sold ee 


named, plus postage and subject. to fluctuation. 
of Reconstraction in Louisiane, by: Joln Fickien, 


ew 
bf ( Cle th). 


* aaelac of the Battle of New Orleans, 18165, compiled by 


Stanley A. Arthur, the Official Program, 1915, $1.00. 


How the Louisiana Purchase was Financed, by J. E. Win- 


_ ston and R. W. Colomb, $1.00: (Paper). 


A Criminal Trial Before the Superior Coonel of Lousiana, 
_ May, 1747, by Henry P. Dart, $1.00 (Paper). 


Henry Miller Shreve, A Biography, by Caroline 8. Pfaff, 
$1.00 (Paper). 


From A Jounal of A Voyage Dowa the 


cok in 1817, edited by Felix Flugel, $1.00 (Paper). 


eos," Louisiana in ‘The Disputed Election of 1876, by Fanny 7. 
Lovell Bone, $1.00 (Paper). | 


‘Slavery on Louisiana Sugar Plantations, by ‘Alton Moody, 


$1.00 (Paper). 
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VOL. 21, NO. 3 JULY, 1938 


THE EXPENSE ACCOUNT OF A GRANDE DAME OF 
FRENCH COLONIAL LOUISIANA 


By EDITH DART PRICE 


A memorandum of September 20, 1734, gives one an intimate 
glance into the detailed expense account of a great lady living in — 
Louisiana during French Colonial times. The amount was payable 
in Paris. There is no record that this account was ever paid. But 
it is most interesting to note the different items and to conclude 
therefrom that life was no less erpeaiiy in those days than it is 
in the present time. 

There were bills to pay then just as now. The only difference 
was in the cost. There were the butcher, the baker and the woman 
who roasted; the doctor, the masseuse and the laundress; the wine- 
merchant, the lingerie-merchant and the cloth-merchant; all of 
whose bills had to be paid. 


There was the rent to pay for the house Madame occupied and 
the repairs for the same. There were, too, patches and cups of 
vermilion for my Lady’s complexion. And further, a bill for the 
cleaning of Madame’s damask dress and petticoat and another for 
her taffetas dress, and one of the same amount for cleaning her 
dress of black and white gingham. 

There was, furthermore, a charge for Madame’s reading glass in 
its chagreen case. And another for the addressing and mailing of 
letters addressed to different persons. And finally, a bill for the 
special laundering of Madame’s blonde lace. 


All in all, this document gives a most delightful glimpse into 
the life of the Grande Dame of French Colonial Louisiana. 
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Memorandum of What Is Due at Paris by Madame Dalcourt:* 


Archives Departmen 
1734, pp. 29443, 29445. 


To Madame De Cour. 600 Ls. 00Ss. 0 Ds. 
To Madam Leseure Washerwoman — aa “eo” 
To Miss Guillemin, a 
To Mr. Le Tort, wine merchant.................. ae 
To Mr. Crasset, Baker 175 “ <7 * 
To Madam Le Roux, who roasts iam gr. 
To a pork seller .. 27 
To Mr. Cadet, surgeon ...... 291 “ Rei, aia 
To Mrs. Thierry, merchant of Lingerie... 200 “ 
To Mr. Luzin, grocer . 
To Miss Parmentier, seamstress ..... 
Also due to a 60 “ 
To Mr. Provot, Cloth merchant.................. 190 “ Bu am 


Due by Madam Dalcourt to Mr. Chautard, to wit: 


Paid to Mr. Brusle principal tenant of the 
house which Madam de la Chaise occu- 
pied: for glass tiles to repair and clean- 


ing up her glass ware..........................---20.-+-.---- 6Ls. 18Ss. 
On letters mailed addressed to different persons 10 Ls. 16Ss. 
Id. to Mrs. L’aumonier ...... 14 Ls. 
Id. for the hangings of a bed................................ 14 Ls. 
For cleaning a lady’s damask dress and petticoat 6 Ls. 
Fo. cleaning a taffetas dress, for a black and 

white gingham dress ...... 6 Ls. 
Paid seamstress for making two dresses............ 8Ls. 12Ss. 
For washing blonde lace 1L. 4 Ss. 
Charge of cartage on her clothes from La Rochelle 

to Mr. Rasteau which I received Oct. 2, 1736. 
Four cups of vermilion at eight sols here.... 
Vontra 
Paid for two packages of patches...................... 1L. 
For two gauze headdresses ....................222..-22-.---. 2Ls. 10Ss. 
For a reading glass in its chagreen case .. 5Ls. 108s. 
For box inclosing these commissions .... 1 L. 48s. 
For oil cloth and twine : 1L. 15Ss. 
For carrying by coach 10 L. 
For two pairs of black shoes and one pair of 

slippers of white damask at 4 L. a pair............12Ls. 19Ss. 

First memorandum .................. 1785- 3- 6 
Second ...... 121-19- 0 
1907- 2- 6. 


t, Louisiana State Museum, the Cabildo, New Orleans, September 20, 
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GRENIER’S JOURNAL OF HIS VOYAGE TO 
VERA CRUZ, 1745 


Edited by CHARMION CLAIR SHELBY 


INTRODUCTION 


The Chevalier Grenier, author of the journal here trans- 
lated, was one of that company of hardy merchant adventurers 
who participated in. the extensive contraband trade carried on 
in the eighteenth century by Frenchmen, as well as by the Eng- 
lish and the Dutch, with the Spanish ports of America. Existing 
records, though meagre, indicate that Grenier’s career was an 
active and interesting one. From his headquarters on the French 
island of Martinique, Grenier trans-shipped merchandise from 
France to the surrounding Spanish colonies. In 1743 he was 
joined by Sieur Hervier, who was sent out by the directors of the 
French Company of the Indies to look after their interests in 
the trade. Hervier became Grenier’s second-in-command, and 
in the following year, 1744, they left Martinique for the South 
American coast with four vessels under Grenier’s command, 
laden with cargoes for the ports of Santa Marta, Cartagena, and 
Porto Bello.1 The entrepreneurs showed their skill and daring by 
eluding alike the Spanish coast guard and the British and Dutch 
squadrons, and by remaining for eighteen months off the South 
American coast, carrying on a very profitable trade. As their 
cargoes were cleared, the empty ships were sent back to Mar- 
tinique with the proceeds of the trade, which were then sent to 
France. During this period Hervier also made several trips 

1 Statement of the services of Sieur Hervier, Cap Francais, June 17, 1763, in Archives du 
Ministére des Colonies, Série C9a, t. 118: n.p. A transcript of this document is in the MSS. 


Collections of the University of Texas Library. Unless otherwise noted, the documents cited 
hereafter are from the MSS. Collections of the Library of Congress. 


Hervier, who appeared on the scene in Martinique in 1743 as Grenier’s aide, for twenty 
years thereafter was very active in commercial, military, and naval affairs in the West Indies 
and on the surrounding mainland. In 1763, according to the statement of his services, just 
cited, Hervier ad been Captain of the Port at Cap Francais for six years. At that time he de- 
scribed himself as being, “despite all my fatigues, sufferings, and labors, ... at the age of 
forty-four years, as robust as possible, asking and seeking only occasions of being useful to the 
king and to my country.” 

From the evidence at hand, it is not possible to determine the exact nature of the arrange- 
ments existing between the Company of the Indies, in this case represented by Hervier, private 
merchants such as Grenier appeared to be, and the French government, for carrying out these 
trading enterprises. As will appear below, the government participated at least to the extent of 
conferring a naval commission on Grenier, in order to facilitate his work. 
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inland, visiting a number of Spanish towns, as far north as 
Panama. At length the war then in progress between France 
and England interfered so seriously with these trading ventures 
that the merchants, after escaping from an attack by an English 
frigate, took refuge in the Mississippi with their remaining goods 
and their funds.? 


On this occasion Grenier made what evidently was his first 
visit to New Orleans. Governor Vaudreuil? wrote on January 
13, 1745, that “the Chevalier Grenier of Martinique, who carries 
on an interlope trade with the Spanish coast,” had just arrived 
at New Orleans for the purpose of having his vessel] repaired. 
He gave Vaudreuil a map and a memoir concerning the Gulf 
of Darien, probably drawn up as a result of Hervier’s expedi- 
tions into Spanish territory. The governor passed these docu- 
ments on to the Count of Maurepas, the French Minister of 
Marine.‘ Grenier was contemplating the removal of his head- 
quarters from Martinique to New Orleans, which he believed 
would be a more convenient base of operations for his trade. 
Vaudreuil encouraged this project, thinking that it would be for 
the general good of the colony of Louisiana, “of which,” he wrote, 
“T never lose sight.’® 


It was while on this visit to New Orleans that Grenier under- 
took to make the voyage, ending so disastrously for him, that 
is recounted in the following journal. There being a serious 
shortage of flour in Louisiana, Grenier volunteered to go to Vera 
Cruz to purchase a supply of that commodity, a traffic which 
was permitted by the Spanish government in case of necessity. 
Vaudreuil gave him a detachment of an officer and some soldiers 
to reénforce his crew,* and on March 9, 1745, he sailed from 
New Orleans in his own vessel, Le Superbe, convoying the boat St. 
Louis. Arriving safely at Vera Cruz, he negotiated successfully 
for the flour and also engaged an additional vessel for the return 


2 Hervier’s statement of his services, loc. cit. 

In 1744 the War of the Austrian Succession entered a new phase when France formally 
declared war on England, and the latter’s naval operations in West Indian waters were inten- 
sified.—Arthur Hassall, The Balance of Power (New York, 1900), 169-170. 

8 Pierre Francois, Marquis of Vaudreuil-Cavagnal (1698-1765), was governor of Louisiana 
from 1742 to 1753. 

4 Jéréme Phelypeaux, Count of Maurepas (1701-1781), was Minister of Marine from 1723 
to 1749, in which capacity he directed the affairs of France’s overseas coldnies. 

5 Vaudreuil to Maurepas, New Orleans, January 13, 1735, in A. C., C9a, 67: n.p. 

6 Maurepas to Vaudreuil, Versailles, April 13, 1746, in A.C., B83: 302. The minister in 
this letter approved Vaudreuil’s action in engaging Grenier to make the Vera Cruz voyage, and 
in giving him additional men. He also approved Grenier’s plan for making New Orleans the 
headquarters of his Spanish trading activities. 
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voyage. It is evident that Grenier’s long experience in dealing 
with Spanish officials and merchants stood him in good stead on 
this occasion. Upon his return, however, his good fortune deserted 
him. His vessel ran aground at some point on the Texas coast 
“near St. Bernard Bay.”’? The story of this unfortunate voyage 
is told briefly in the declarations of Grenier and of some of the 
other survivors of the expedition, made before Louisiana officials 
on their return. These declarations have already been published.*® 
The document here translated evidently was drawn up by Grenier 
as a report to be sent to France for the minister’s information. 
In essentials it agrees with the facts given in his declaration, but 
the accent is amplified by the addition of a number of interesting 
details concerning the voyage, the shipwreck, and the Indians 
encountered by the castaways on their wanderings before they 
reached Tampico. 

Some information is available as to Grenier’s activities after 
his return to Louisiana. He no sooner reached New Orleans than 
he busied himself with perfecting his plan for Spanish trade, his 
enthusiasm apparently not being dampened by the painful experi- 
ences of his recent voyage. On November 10, 1745, he wrote Mau- 
repas, outlining his scheme. He said that he had extensive connec- 
tions in Mexico, Peru, and the Gulf region, and he asked for a 
brevet as lieutenant de frégate so that he might enter the Spanish 
ports more easily. He planned to take no merchandise there him- 
self, but simply to confer with the contadores and Spanish mer- 
chants. Presumably he would thus pave the way for the introduc- 
tion of merchandise in other vessels. Also, on his way thither, 
he would clear the coast of pirates. This method he thought would 
assure an annual market for at least two million piastres worth 
of French manufactures. He was sending his second-in-command, 
Sieur Hervier, to France to buy a frigate of thirty or forty tons 
and the merchandise necessary for the execution of his project. 
Hervier sailed for France on November 14, on the Chameau, accom- 
panied by his mulatto servant.° 


7 See Grenier’s journal, translated below, and the statement of the services of Sieur Her- 
vier, cited above, note 1. Apparently Hervier did not make the Vera Cruz voyage. In an un- 
signed document, whose author probably was Hervier, the statement is made that the writer “re 
parties overland toward St. Bernard Bay (present Matagorda Bay, on the Texas coast), 
search for Grenier and his men. The search was unsuccessful.—Bibliothéque Nationale, MSS. 
fr., 12224 (post 1746). 

8 See Henry P. Dart and Heloise H. Cruzat, ‘“‘The Wreck of La Superbe in the Gulf of 
Mexico, May, 1745,” in the Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XI, 179. The documents translated ~ 
in this article are from the Archives of the Superior Council of Louisiana, at the Cabildo in 
New Orleans. 

® Grenier to Maurepas, New Orleans, November 10, 1745, in fe oe 29: 233; passen- 
ger list of the Chameau, New Orleans, November 14, 1745, in ibid., : 67. 
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Grenier’s plan was received favorably in France. Maurepas 
wrote Vaudreuil on April 25, 1746, acknowledging the map and 
the memoir he had sent, and saying that he had procured the brevet 
of lieutenant de frégate for Grenier. The commission was not to be 
delivered to him, however, until he had established the New Orleans 
entrepot, as he proposed. Sieurs Antheaume, merchants of Rouen, 
were interested in the project and planned to send two vessels to 
Martinique with merchandise, which was to be transported from 
there to New Orleans. He hoped that if the first venture proved 
successful, other merchants would decide to send goods. He directed 
Vaudreuil to keep him informed of the outcome of the enterprise. 
The minister sent Hervier back to Martinique in the same year, 
1746, to proceed from there to the mainland of South America, 
where he was to further the plans for trade by way of Louisiana.’ 


Despite these careful preparations, Grenier’s trading project 
did not prosper. On May 4, 1749, he wrote from New Orleans to 
Maurepas, explaining the reasons for his failure. He had been 
enveloped in a veritable “net of misfortunes.” While pursuing 
corsairs near Martinique he had been severely wounded, and then 
he had gone to Louisiana to join Hervier, who had preceded him 
there. Hervier, however, had been no more fortunate. His experi- 
ences after leaving Martinique for South America in 1746 had 
included two captures by English pirates and one by a British 
man-of-war. Still in possession of some of his funds even after 
this series of disasters, Hervier went to Jamaica and took on a 
cargo of goods for the Indian trade and some negro slaves for 
Louisiana, where they were much needed, a fact which led Mau- 
repas to give tacit permission to Vaudreuil for this trade with the 
enemy. Proceeding to the Mississippi in a cartel-ship [parlemen- 
taire], Hervier left his vessel at anchor at La Balize and went up 
to New Orleans to report to the governor. In his absence an over- 
zealous French naval commander confiscated both ship and cargo. 
Both Hervier and Grenier petitioned the minister to obtain the 
release of their confiscated property so that they might go on with 
their enterprise. Grenier still believed that they could build up a 
profitable trade. The brevet of lieutenant de frégate had been deliv- 
ered to him in consideration of the services which resulted in his 
being wounded." 


10 Two letters of Maurepas to Vaudreuil, Versailles, April 25, 1746, in A.C., B83: 306,309; 
statement of the services of Sieur Hervier, Cap Francais, June 17, 1763, in A. C., C9a, 118: n.p. 

11 Grenier to Maurepas, New Orleans, May 4, 1749, in A.C., Cl3a, 34: 238; statement of 
the services of Sieur Hervier, loc. cit. 
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The two merchants seem to have maintained their partnership 
for some years thereafter, with varying fortunes, an account of 
which cannot be included here. It does not appear that their 
activities again brought them to the scene of the disaster which 
is recounted in the following journal. The story of Grenier’s ship- 
wreck, however, became a well-known chapter in the annals of 
that coast on which so many mariners came to grief. Many years 
later, in 1774, Athanase de Méziéres, a Frenchman in the service 
of Spain, cited as an argument for the reduction of the still uncon- 
quered coast Indians the “sad experience” of the Chevalier 
Grenier.?” 


TRANSLATION! 


An account in the form of a journal of the voyage that I, the 
Chevalier Grenier, have just made from Louisiana to Vera Cruz 
in the boat Le Superbe of Martinique, which I commanded, armed 
with ten cannon and eighteen swivel-guns, with a crew of 110 men, 
including an officer, a sergeant, and six soldiers from the naval 
detachment garrisoned in this colony. 


On the ninth™* of March, 1745, I got under way from this 
town of New Orleans in company with the boat St. Louis, Captain 
Sevet, which was under my escort to make the same voyage, and I 
arrived at La Balize on the thirteenth of the said month. 


On the seventeenth, the winds being from the N.N.E., we sailed 
from the said post of La Balize at ten o’clock in the morning in 
company with my consort, and we proceeded together until the 
twentieth of the said month, when we encountered a violent gale 
from the north which separated us during the night. At daybreak, 
seeing nothing of my said consort, I continued my route to the port 
of my destination. 


On the twenty-seventh’ of the said month, I anchored in the 
port of Vera Cruz, where I failed to find the boat St. Louis. Going 


12 See H. E. Bolton, Athanase de Méziéres and the Lowisiana-Texas Frontier, 1768-1780 (2 
vols., Cleveland, 1914), II, 111. In this account the name is spelled “Gremer,” and it is in- 
ferred from the context that De Méziéres believed Culebra (present Matagorda) Island to have 
been the scene of the shipwreck. 

18 The of this document is in the Archives de la Marine, Série B, t. 57 f. 323. A 
transcript in MSS. Collections of the University of Texas Library was used in making this 
translation. 

14In his declaration, cited above in note 8, Grenier gives March 14 as the date of his de- 
parture from New Orleans. 

15 Grenier’s declaration gives March 29 as the date of his arrival at Vera Cruz. 
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ashore with Mr. Duhaumel, commandant of the detachment, we 
presented to the governor and royal officers of the said town our 
orders and instructions on the subject of the mission with which 
we were charged, which was to purchase some flour for the main- 
tenance of the colony of Louisiana, which was absolutely destitute 
[of this commodity]. These officials very graciously granted our 
request, asking of us, however, time in which to inform Mon- 
seigneur the Viceroy of Mexico, to whom we took the liberty of 
writing, and from whom we received a very satisfactory and 
gracious reply. 

On April fifth, having made my purchase of flour, I began 
tc load my boat, in which I was unable to place a sufficient quan- 
tity of flour to supply the needs of the colony of Louisiana. This 
caused me to take the step of chartering a vessel, no longer count- 
ing upon the boat St. Lowis. I asked permission of Messieurs the 
governor and the royal officers, who granted it, and requested me 
to give them space in the vessel I chartered for three hundred 
sacks of flour for the post of Pensacola, which I promised to do. 


On the eighth of the said month I chartered the brigantine 
St. Jean Baptiste, commanded by Michel Machadon, at the rate of 
eighteen reaux [reales] per sack of flour. 


On the tenth of the said [month] I was extremely surprised 
to see enter [the harbor] the boat St. Louis, which I had supposed 
lost, especially as there had been a terrible gale of wind two days 
before, which had forced it to throw its cannon overboard. 


On the nineteenth of the said month, the boat and the brig- 
antine being ready to put to sea, we set sail at noon with an east 
wind, which veered to the northeast as soon as we were out of port. 
We held close to the wind, and continued until the twenty-sixth 
of the said month. 


On the twenty-seventh of the said [month], being in twenty- 
five degrees of latitude and two hundred and eighty-one degrees, 
forty-five minutes of longitude, counting from the meridian of 
Ténérif [Teneriffe], and consequently not very far along, my water 
and my wood began to give out, and the brigantine St. Jean Bap- 
tiste caused me to lose a great deal of time because of its slow 
progress. I decided to crowd sail in order to go in search of my 
needs. Two hours after noon I approached the brigantine and 
imparted my decision to Sr. Paul Rateau, who had embarked on 
it as a passenger. Having taken leave of them, we hoisted all sails. 
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On the twenty-eighth, at eleven o’clock, we lost sight of the 
brigantine. | 

On the twenty-ninth, at eight o’clock in the evening, we 
sounded [and found] thirty fathoms of water and a bottom of 
muddy sand. The wind was blowing fresh from the S.E. We pro- 
ceeded northward, and though we made good headway, we did not 
sight land until the following day, the thirtieth, at four o’clock in 
the afternoon. We were then in three fathoms of water, with the 
same bottom, which decided us to hold close to the wind on the 
larboard, where we continued for three days, with light winds, » 
the sea being very smooth and the water very turbid and covered 
with numerous pieces of driftwood. On the third day we encoun- 
tered a sandbank, out of sight of land, with three fathoms of water. 
We then turned back toward the land and passed into water more 
turbid than that which covered the bar. We sounded and found 
seven to eight fathoms of water, and that, consequently, we were 
shut up betwen the sand bar and the land, which made me decide 
to coast the bar to seek a channel through which to come out. I 
set out to approach it [the bar] and came gradually into two 
fathoms and a half of water, where I anchored at sunset. From 
the top of the mast land was visible, extending from N.E. to N.W. 
It was calm all night, and the calm continuing, at daybreak I had 
-my canoes launched and sent the large one to shore with some 
casks for water, and the small one out to sea, carrying a pilot with 
his instruments to observe the latitude. He returned after noon 
and reported to me that he had observed thirty degrees, thirty 
minutes. The large canoe did not return until midnight; it brought 
five tierces of water. 

We set sail oh the following day with a fresh wind from the 
E.S.E., standing out to sea for more than two hours, always oppo- 
site this bar. Then a Spanish sailor told me that, while coming 
from Pensacola to La Balize, he had found at night a similar bar, 
beside which he had anchored, and that in the morning they had 
proceeded N.W., in which direction they sighted La Balize. This 
decided me to summon my pilots on order to consult with them. 
They told me that they had never been east of the River St. Louis,1¢ 
and we decided together to take the route that the said sailor had 
indicated to us. | 

On the fourth of May, two hours after noon, I set the course 
to the N.W., and so proceeded until four o’clock. Then I had sound- 


16 The Mississippi. 
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ings made, and found seven to eight fathoms of water, with a 
sandy bottom. My pilots then assured me that we were to the east 
of Pensacola, which caused me to set the course to the westward. 
In this direction I sighted land, which extended S.E. and N. W. I 
coasted to the N.W. until the following day, the fifth, when the land 
turned to the S.W. I followed it, with a S.E. wind, making little 
headway. 


On the seventh, proceeding always toward the S.W., we sighted 
several smoke columns. We were then half a league from land, in 
eight fathoms of water, where I anchored. Then I had my canoe 
launched, in which were placed some water casks. I sent it to land, 
whence it returned soon afterward with three tierces of water. 
The people whom I had sent reported that they had encountered 
five Indians, whom they were unable to make understand them; 
that nevertheless they had received them well, helping them to draw 
the water with which they filled the casks from a hole which they 
dug in the sand. After this they saw several wretched huts in 
which they [the Indians] lived, [subsisting] on fish which they 
caught in a lagoon that borders the coast. 


As Mr. Duhaumel, commandant of the detachment, knew how 
to speak Mobilian (a language understood by all the Indians of 
the province of Louisiana), I begged him to go ashore, which he 
did. Upon his return, he reported to me that he had been unable 
to learn anything from the Indians, not being able to make himself 
understood. In the afternoon I set sail and coasted the shore, 
which extended always to the S. W. The next day, at dawn, we 
again saw the smoke of the said Indians, and I perceived from 
the side of the ship some men walking on the shore. This decided 
me to launch my small canoe, which I sent ashore with five Spanish 
sailors, who returned two hours later, highly elated, saying that 
we were near Pensacola. They assured me that the Indians had 
told them in the Spanish language that it was only five days away 
by land. I then set sail, and proceeded always toward the S.W. 
along the coast, in seven to eight fathoms of water. The next day 
the wind freshened a little more from the E.S.E.; we continued 
every day in ten to eleven [fathoms]. 


On the tenth, unfortunately, having seen nothing new and 
being constantly in eight fathoms of water, and seeing that the 
wind strengthened more and more, I told my pilots to stand out 
to sea and gave my orders to do so at eight o’clock in the evening. 
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But the whole crew represented to me that we lacked water, and 
that consequently it was not prudent thus to lose sight of land, and 
that there was nothing to fear in coasting it, as it was extremely 
clear. I therefore contented myself with giving orders for keeping 
a close lookout ahead, and I likewise gave orders for soundings to 
be taken every half hour. This was not done, due to the negligence 
of the officers of the watch who, seeing me retire, after the usual 
prayers, went to sleep, and the crew did the same. At half past 
nine in the evening the boat struck a sandbank amid the breakers. 
The course should have been set to the west, instead of the south- 
west, as I had ordered, for we saw land to the north and south 
of us. Thus we were in a recess [enforcement] near a small island 
of sand; there were two larger ones, one lying to the S.S.E. of us, 
and the other to the N.N.W. At the impact which the boat gave 
in striking, I immediately got up. My first move was to go to the 
helm in order to luff, but I found no one there; even the rudder 
was gone, having broken at the second blow. And as a climax, the 
mainsail was down; I do not know who was responsible for that 
maneuver. 

Seeing nothing more to be done in the matter of the helm and 
the sails, I had my large canoe launched, in which I had my third 
anchor placed, with a stream-cable, which the said canoe was to 
carry. I had it taken to sea, directly behind my boat, but its 
weakness prevented its doing me any good. I then decided to have 
the boat lightened; for this purpose I ordered as many sacks of 
flour as possible to be thrown overboard. Then I ordered the two 
pumps to be used, but they brought up no water; those who oper- 
ated them told me that they were pumping sand, after which I 
could no longer doubt that my vessel was stove in. Desiring to 
lighten the ship, in order to give us all time to save ourselves, I had 
the mainmast cut, and seeing that my two canoes could not survive 
alongside the ship, against which they would be dashed, and that 
they were filling momentarily, I had them got clear in order to 
send them ahead to safety. The wind was constantly rising, the 
sea dashing against the shore, and the currents running toward 
the land, so that they were obliged to go there and pass the whole 
night. 

Seeing that there was no more help to be had from the canoes, 
I gave orders for a raft to be made, which was done with the yard 
arm, the lug sail, three pieces of driftwood and some planks. This 
was capable of saving only half the crew, and it was scarcely fin- 
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ished when thirteen men leaped upon it. A wave that they saw 
coming threw them and the raft off the boat, which was inclined 
to one side, and the raft being fastened to the side, they found 
themselves protected from the waves, which fatigued extremely 
the rest of the crew, who, with myself, were obliged to take refuge 
on the side of the vessel that was half buried in the sand. 


The unfortunates who were on the raft, fearing that the large 
number who might attempt to take refuge on it would endanger 
them, cut the cable that held it and put themselves at the mercy 
of the wind and waves, which carried them to the shore more than 
a league away from us. I passed the night with the rest of my 
crew on the deck of my ship, awaiting the moment when it should 
gc to pieces, so that everyone could seize a fragment which might 
help them to save themselves. But happily, and contrary to all 
expectations, that miserable hulk held together. 


At daybreak I perceived my two canoes, which were making 
efforts to come to join us, but they had the sea, the winds, and 
the currents to combat; thus it was only the large one that was 
able to arrive, after two hours of labor, and after having filled 
with water repeatedly. It took a position in front of the boat, 
head-on to the waves, which were broken by the hulk. I caught 
hold of the bowsprit, which was still in place, and which served 
as a means of getting all the men off safely. 


I scrambled into the canoe as best I could and went ashore, 
whence I sent it back to take off forty guns and two barrels of 
powder, which I had caused to be placed on the starboard 
stanchions. Mr. Duhaumel embarked with two men, and the small 
canoe was at a certain distance from the shore, where they took 
off those whom the large canoe had taken aboard. Those who 
remained, seeing that this process took a great deal of time, and 
tearing that the hulk was not in a condition to hold together much 
longer, persuaded all those who knew how to swim to make use of 
this means for gaining the shore, from which they were no more 
than a quarter of a league distant. The hulk remained afloat, 
however, and the sea having calmed toward evening, there was 
time to save everyone, which was done by sunset. The land upon 
which we were all saved is an islet about half a league in circum- 
ference, on which there is fresh water. We passed the night in 
the hope of saving something, but at daybreak the hulk was no 
_ longer visible. The deck and the poop washed ashore. 
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I sent my canoe to examine the place, and it found only the 
forward part of the ship visible. A number of sacks of flour 
and all the chests washed up on a tongue of sand which was a gun- 
shot from our islet. I sent my large canoe to retrieve the mainsail, 
which the sea had brought up there, with the main boom, to which 
it was fastened. But the rogues amused themselves by breaking 
open the chests, imitating in this the ones who had saved them- 
selves on the raft, who in order to join us had been obliged to make 
a detour of more than two leagues around a cove, and on their way 
they had spared neither the chests nor the boxes which the sea had 
washed ashore. 

The men in the canoe thus left the mainsail to ruin by being 
covered with sand; it would have been very useful to us, for we 
could have made a tent of it which would have sheltered us from the 
weather, because there was not even a shrub on the islet where 
we were. We should thus have been able to remain there, as we 
did not lack wood, which the sea washed ashore. We used it for 
cooking bread, which we made with the flour that the sea had 
restored to us. For this purpose we made large holes in the sand, 
in which great fires were built, and when they were hot enough 
the fires were removed and the dough put in and covered with hot 
embers. One may judge from this of the quality of the bread. 

On the fifteenth [of May], having seen some smoke farther 
inland, I detached three men, whom I had cross from the islet to 
the mainland in my canoe. Upon their return they brought with 
them eleven Indians, whom they had encountered after having 
traveled five leagues. As soon as I saw them opposite our islet, 
I sent after them, but only three passed over to us. I made as 
much of them as possible, and gave them some of our bread, which 
they ate with apparent relish, for it required more than six 
pounds [livres] apiece to satisfy them. These men were six feet 
tall, strong and robust, and they live on fish only. They speak 
with their teeth closed together, and they click the tips of their 
tongues much as one does when calling chickens. They went back, 
after saying to us repeatedly “Christianos,” giving us to under- 
stand that we were not far from some Christians, and we were 
persuaded of it by a Spanish sailor, who assured us that we were 
near Pensacola; that he had been lost where we were, that he 
recognized the place perfectly, and that we had only six days to 
travel [in order to reach it]. We spoke to the Indians of Pensacola; 
they replied, ““Pasacolla.” 
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On the sixteenth I detached thirteen armed men to explore 
the country to the west. They marched all day, at the end of which 
they encvuntered the Indians of whom I have just spoken, who 
guided them for two days more to a large lagoon which communi- 
cated with the sea, and which had to be crossed by swimming. On 
the other side of the lagoon they perceived many more Indians; 
then their guides made them understand by signs that if they 
crossed this lagoon those whom they saw would kill them. Fearful 
of this, they retraced their steps and encountered seventeen Span- 
iards of my crew, who had left the islet two days after them. They 
told them what they had seen and all of them returned together 
to give me an account of their mission; they arrived on the twenty- 
second. Being unable, therefore, to send out anyone else, since 
thirty men had come back, and believing it to be only six or eight 
days’ march [to Pensacola], I ordered that sufficient bread be made 
for this time. This being done, I had all my people cross in my two 
canoes to the mainland. 

On the evening of the twenty-third we were all there, except 
a Spanish sailor who had been drowned during the shipwreck. I 
prepared to march and named a crew for each canoe, giving them 
orders to follow the coast so as to aid us in crossing the rivers 
and lagoons that might be encountered on our route. The men in 
the small canoe told me that they would never be able to survive, 
the sea being too high, and that they would infallibly be drowned. 
I did not force them; on the contrary I ordered them to break up 
the canoe, fearing that the Indians would make use of it to carry 
off more than two hundred sacks of flour that I had collected on 
the islet. Before beginning my march, I sent the canoe back to 
the islets to bring four sacks of flour and three boxes, with orders 
to follow us. As soon as it had departed, I did likewise with my 
troop and covered about a league, at the end of which distance I 
halted on a point to await my canoe. We passed the night lying 
on the sand. | 

On the morning of the twenty-fourth, seeing the canoe coming 
and believing that it would follow me, we began our march, and 
efter an hour and a half, no longer seeing the canoe, I retraced 
my steps and found it full of water and unable to double the 
point. I therefore took counsel with Mr. Duhaumel as to what we 
should do. We decided that he and I, at the head of twenty men, 
should continue our march and that the rest should return to the 
islet. I then asked my party which of them desired to return, 
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because I needed but twenty-eight men. All replied that they 
wished to follow me, with the exception of fourteen men, among 
them Mr. Yvon, who had left Martinique as captain of my supply 
boat, and who was serving as lieutenant on this unfortunate 
voyage. My master and mate were also of this number.’ I gave 
them orders to follow meas soon as the sea would permit them. 
We began our march, then, to the number of ninety-five men, 
almost all armed with guns and pistols, and consequently able to 
pass through despite all the Indians of that coast, who are armed 
only with arrows. It was necessary for this purpose not to become 
separated, a fact that I had in mind when I ordered that no one 
march faster than myself, and that those who lagged behind be 
awaited. 


To the east of the point the coast runs north and south. When 
we had doubled it, the land ran east and west. It is a low country 
without trees or even shrubs. The sea breaks half a league off 
the coast. We marched until about noon on a beach of fine sand, 
hard and smooth. Fifty paces from the sea there are shifting 
sand dunes which separate this beach from a prairie dotted with 
salt lagoons, where there is the finest pasturage in the world. 
There are a great many deer and some rabbits or hares of the 
species found around New Orleans. We did not attempt to kill 
any of them, having enough provisions for the six or eight days 
that we counted upon having to march. Thirty paces from the 
border of the sea we made some holes in order to obtain water. 
We found sufficient to quench our thirst. After eating and resting 
for two hours from the heat of the sun, we resumed our march 
until sunset and supped, as we had dined, on bread, the one and 
only viand that we had. We laid down on the sand, after having 
posted four sentinels on the sand dunes. 


On the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth we marched in the same 
order, without encountering anyone to oppose us. 


17 It is possible that some of these men made their way back to Louisiana by land. In the 
winter of 1745-1746, Don Joaquin Orobio Bazterra, captain of the Spanish presidio of Nuestra 
Sefiora de Loreto de la Bahia del Espiritu Santo, which at that time was located on the east 
bank of the Guadalupe River, approximately forty miles from its mouth, made an expedition to 
the cant for the purpens of remere of Wrench 
within his jurisdiction. While at the mission of Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe de Nacogdoches, 
which was at the site of the present town of Nacogdoches, the missionary, Father Joseph de 
Calahorra, told the captain that fifteen Frenchmen, survivors of a shipwreck, had passed through 
that vicinity. These may well have been members of Grenier’s crew. The fact that more than 
a hundred men were wandering about the coast, doubtless at times at no great distance from 
the Spanish presidio, without news of their presence having reached that post, is eloquent com- 
mentary on the impassible nature of the coast country. In making his expedition to the east, 
Orobio Bazterra was to to the then — the by a 
east of the Trinity River——See documents drawn up by Captain Joaquin Orobio Bazterra, 
tober 1, 1745-July 6, 1746, Bexar Archives, MSS. Collections of the University of Texas Library 
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On the twenty-seventh we found a lagoon which would have 
to be crossed by swimming, and as there were a number of sailors 
who did not know how to swim, and as we did not wish to soak 
our provisions, I had enough driftwood collected from the beach 
to make a raft with which to facilitate the crossing, which was 
done promptly, for the distance was short. Having crossed, we 
continued our route until evening, when we halted and went to 
bed as usual. 


On the twenty-eighth we continued on our way until noon, 
when we reached the large lagoon which the thirteen men had 
not dared to cross because of having seen some Indians on the 
other side. We likewise saw a troop of twenty or thirty there. 
Three of our men swam across to them. They were much surprised 
to find upon their arrival those who had come to see us on the 
islet. They were fishing and had a number of canoes. The three 
men asked them for one in which to cross again, not wishing to 
swim because of the sharks that they had seen in going over, but 
the Indians refused them. Thus they were obliged to return in the 
same manner as they had gone over. They had scarcely got back 
when we saw the said Indians embark and set out toward the inner 
margin of the bay. We counted as many as eight canoes; we 
signalled them to come toward us, but this only made them row 
the harder to get away. I then gave orders to collect driftwood for 
the same purpose as before. We had hardly begun the work when 
we perceived a pirogue coming toward us. When it was a gunshot 
from the land three Indians who were guiding it jumped into the 
water and came ashore, raising their hands toward the sky. We 
did the same, and gave them some handkerchiefs. They went to 
their pirogues for some smoked fish, which pleased us greatly, as did 
a large rush container [cabasse] of fresh water which they gave us. 
They made us understand by signs that they were going to seek 
their comrades in order to take us across. In fact, two other canoes 
came, and we crossed over, one party that evening and the rest the 
following morning. These pirogues were so poor that most of our 
bread was soaked, as was the powder which each man carried in a 
piece of cloth or canvas. Nevertheless, without the assistance of 
these pirogues, I do not know how we should have been able to cross 
that bay. The currents flow outward with such force that three men 
who were on a little raft were carried out to sea, where they tossed 
about all night; the tide brought them back to land in the morning. 
All their bread was lost, but as eVeryone feared that his would 
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give out, they were obliged to begin to live on herbs and little crabs 
which abound on the beach, and which are called in America tour- 
louroux. We passed all that night unprotected in the rain. An 
old chief among the Indians made us understand by signs that we 
still had five lagoons to cross. 

On the morning of the twenty-ninth, all my men having 
crossed the lagoon, I began the march. The lands over which we 
passed were different from those that we had left behind us. They 
extended W.S.W. The sand dunes which bordered the beach were 
higher and nearer to the sea. Upon reaching the summit of one of 
them, a large lagoon was discovered on the other side, and some 
land that apparently was quite high. We set out to go there, and 
after having marched all day we found some mud that halted us. 
We were obliged therefore to retrace our steps to the beach. Night 
overtook us on this retreat and many of my men lost their way. 
I had much trouble in getting them together again. I nevertheless 
succeeded, with the exception of five men, including two soldiers 
who went back to join the Indians who had left us. Mr. Duhaumel, 
learning where they had gone, returned with the rest of his detach- 
ment to seek them, and I continued on my way with my men until 
the thirty-first, when I reached the shore of a lagoon. 

On the first of June, at eight o’clock in the morning—Mr. 
Duahumel having rejoined me, after marching all night—we 
endeavored to cross the lagoon with the usual rafts, some Spanish 
sailors having crossed the previous evening. As most of us were 
without bread and they still had some, they went on ahead, fearing 
to have to give some to the rest, though I believe that the chief 
reason for their action was their pilfering at the time of our 
unfortunate shipwreck. A sailor named Michaut also left us, 
saying that he desired to return to the islet where we were cast 
away. There remained only about forty of us together. I went 
on from the other side of the lagoon, where we found scarcely 
any drinking water. The coast runs S.W.; it is high and the beach 
is extremely narrow. We were obliged to go to the prairies to seek 
water and most of the time, after much searching and digging, 
we found nothing but salt water. It was the same on the borders 
of the sea. All these misfortunes prevented my maintaining the 
discipline that I had imposed at the beginning of the march. One 
unfortunate, laden with a gun that he was unable to carry, threw 
‘it away to run after a crab. Many others joined in the same chase, 
but were unable to capture the crabs before they ran into their 
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holes, and if someone were fortunate enough to grasp one of them, 
it seized his fingers with its jaws and did not let go until it had 
carried away a mouthful, so that all of us had our hands bitten 
to pieces. We had much difficulty in using them to dig in the sand 
after water. 

On June fourth, which was the tenth day of our march, we 
were undeceived as to our being to the east of the River St. Louis, 
and assured of being to the west of it, because the coast had curved 
and now extended only north and south. We traveled along it on 
this day and the next, the fifth, there being no new developments. 


On the sixth the coast began to run §.S.E. We arrived on 
the bank of a river, the mouths of which formed a number of 
islets, about a quarter of a league from one another. We endeav- 
ored to cross it. There were only two feet of water and it would 
not have been hard to cross had the bottom been firm. It was, on 
the contrary, of extremely soft mud, from which it was very dif- 
ficult to extricate oneself. It was necessary to be continually on 
the move, for a short pause would cause one to be swallowed up. 
In this manner we all crossed to an islet in the river, with the 
aid of a broken canoe which we had found the evening before and 
which I had repaired with some moss. In this I had the sickliest 
ones embarked, who busied themselves in bailing out the water 
with their hats while the others, whose strength was fast failing, 
pushed it along, supporting themselves on it meanwhile so as not 
to sink too deep in the mud. We were thus two days in crossing 
from one island to the other. We saw a number of smokes farther 
inland, which decided me and Mr. Duhaumel to go there with some 
of our people and to leave the rest on the island nearest the sea. 
We embarked for this purpose in our leaky canoe and went to 
investigate these smokes. Our voyage was useless and we were 
obliged to retrace our steps and rejoin those whom we had left 
on the islet, where we arrived very late, both ill and fatigued, 
having had for nourishment only some leaves of the prickley pear, 
which gave us a fever. On the next day, the tenth, we all assembled 
on the other side of the river, seven men again having left us 
and gone on ahead. We proceeded on our march. Arriving on the 
border of a lagoon where there was a quantity of oysters, we found 
nine of our men who had stopped to eat and to supply themselves 
with them. We then found ourselves to be twenty-four in all. We 
continued our march after having eaten. Three days after leaving 
the said lagoon, one Baptiste le Gros, my gunner, became unable 
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to march farther. This was not surprising; we were all in the last 
extremity, feeble and languishing and hardly able to keep up. 
As he was the first to reach this miserable state we had a little 
pity for him. We stayed with him for a time, but seeing that we 
were unable to remedy his ills in any way, we decided to leave 
him, after having given him some cooked crabs and a morsel of 
mouldy bread which some one had just given me. A young man 
who was still carrying his gun remained to help him. I think both 
of them are dead. This was the nineteenth. 

On the twentieth, which was the twenty-seventh day of our 
march, we found two of our sailors who were on the border of a 
lagoon. These two men were of the party of seven who had left 
us, and as they did not know how to swim, the others were unwill- 
ing to help them across. The lands visible on the other side were 
entirely different from those hitherto [seen]. Mountains and timber 
were in sight. On the border of the lagoon there was also a fire, 
which those who had gone ahead had made on the prairie. This 
displeased me, because I did not desire to be discovered and had 
taken all precautions to prevent it. We were all day in crossing 
the lagoon. It was night when we arrived, to the number of sixteen, 
nine having remained on the other side. 

On the twenty-first I delayed until eight o’clock, awaiting the 
other nine men, and seeing that they were making no move to 
join us, we began our march. The sea was very different; there 
were no longer any breakers out from the shore. The beach was 
so high that it was no longer possible to seek drinking water there. 
We marched all day without finding any. We slept on a prairie 
where Indians had camped, and we found some extremely brackish 
water, which reduced all those who drank it to a pitiable state. 
We left that place an hour after midnight. After marching about 
two hours we encountered four of our sailors who told us that all 
those who had gone ahead had been killed, and that they them- 
selves had been attacked by five Indians whom they had faced 
courageously, though only one of the three guns that they carried 
was loaded. This saved their lives, for the Indians left them. This 
adventure had not kept them from going on, and they had scarcely 
covered a quarter of a league when they encountered five of their 
companions who had been marching immediately ahead of them, 
and whom the Indians had killed with arrows and then despoiled. 
These people knew so little of arms that they had left the guns at 
the side of the bodies. These four men, thinking with good reason, 
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in view of this dreadful spectacle, that whoever went ahead would 
meet the same fate, proceeded to hide themselves in the woods 
where they remained for three days without eating or drinking. 
They were retracing their steps when we encountered them. We 
retreated with them and went to the place where we had slept to 
await there those whom we had left the evening before on the 
other side of the lagoon. I posted one of my negroes on a mound 
of sand to watch their movements. They rejoined us, one after 
another. A soldier was fortunate enough to make a hole in the 
sand where he found good drinking water; all of us did the same. 
I then gave directions to clean and put in order five guns and 
- two pistols which remained to us, though we had at most only 
ten charges of powder. This was being done when the negro who 
was on watch came to tell us that he saw some Indians who were 
coming toward us. He was right, for we sighted them immediately. 
They approached us, making the sign of peace. I did the same 
and went up to them boldly, having a pistol in my hand and 
determined to kill the first one who should make the least sus- 
picious movement. Their chief, who was more than a hundred 
years old, said to me in good Spanish: “Do not be afraid; I am 
not a marauder. I come, on the contrary, to prevent anyone killing 
you and your people.” If he had been speaking the truth at this 
moment, it follows that they [he and his men] would not have 
participated in the attack upon those who were ahead of us, [as 
they evidently had done] seeing that he and the rest of his troop 
were dressed in their spoils, which we recognized. They gave us 
to eat a certain kind of shrimp, which is their usual food, and told 
us that we were still five days’ march from Tampico; that they 
had a canoe in which we could cross the river, and that he [the 
chief] wished first to take us to his dwelling, where he had some- 
thing to eat to give us. We were sorely in need of it, for all of 
us were so weak that we could not stand and scarcely knew what 
we were about. He told me, pulling at the few remaining clothes 
on my back, that he needed them badly, as he had many children. 
I began to undress and gave them my clothes. However, they left 
me my shirt on condition that I gave it to them when I should 
reach their dwellings. Mr. Duhaumel did likewise and everyone 
followed his example. Then the chief sent nine of his men to fish; 
they returned about noon, laden with fish, which we ate with him. 
We then rested for two hours in the shade of the trees, and from 
there they guided us by land to the bank of a river where we drank 
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our fill. After resting there a little we resumed our march to their 
dwelling-place. They told us that we would arrive there after 
traveling all night, and that from there it was only three days’ 
march to Tampico. They made us pass through some prairies so 
that we should not.find those whom they had killed. Those of 
our people who were separated from us and who had followed the 
shore counted forty-six dead who had been killed by arrows, most 
of them having an arrow through the heart. Our guides remained 
with us throughout the day but as night approached they doubled 
their pace and left us. Two of our band followed them, desiring 
nothing more than to get out of that prairie. I called a halt, we 
laid down, and as a crowning misfortune it rained on us all night. 
In the morning we waited until ten o’clock for four or five of 
our men who had fallen behind. We heard some shouts on the 
prairie to which we responded, and seeing no one, we set out for 
the shore, on which we had not gone half a league when we 
encountered fifteen dead bodies, which we recognized perfectly. 
This was on the twenty-third. Mr. Duhaumel and I, thinking, in 
view of this spectacle, that if we advanced farther we should 
be going to a certain death, and that if possible we must avert 
this, then decided to go inland. For this purpose we crossed a 
lagoon with a good deal of difficulty, on account of the mud, into 
which we sank deeply. There we caught some fish and some crabs, 
which served us for food, but we had no water to drink. Therefore 
I sought the river where we had drunk the evening before. The 
timber was so thick that we could not penetrate it. After vainly 
attempting to do so for two days, without drinking, we decided 
to return to the sea coast. Resigned to whatever fate might befall 
us, we set out. 

On the twenty-sixth we sank down on the side of a lagoon 
- filled with oysters, where we rested all day, eating. At that place 
we had only salt water to drink. 


On the twenty-seventh we continued toward the beach. Soon 
we found good water. Nearby there were two corpses; these were 
the first ones who had been killed. After eating some crabs and 
drinking our fill of water, we proceeded. We now numbered nine- 
teen. On the beach we found some turtle eggs which we divided; 
there were five for each man. Toward noon we found two turtles, 
a hundred paces apart. They were turned on their backs and we 
prepared for a good meal. Everyone helped; some were building 
a fire and others digging for water when we saw three Indians 
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running toward us. They made us understand that their chief 
was awaiting us, and they showed us a hole where we found some 
water. After drinking, we followed them. On the way we found 
my carpenter, entirely naked, lying on the sand, the Indians having 
taken his clothes and left him there. He spoke with difficulty, 
and I had some of the turtle eggs given to him. A short distance 
from there we found Mr. de Touris, a gentleman from Auvergne; 
he was a volunteer with me. It was he whom we had heard shout 
in the prairie. Being unable to join us, he went alone to the beach 
where he ate some raw crabs, having no means of lighting a fire. 
This had put him in a frightful state; he was so emaciated that 
we hardly knew him. However, feeble as he was he followed us 
at a distance. Our guides made us march at a good pace, and 
loaded my men with the spoils which they had obtained in such a 
wicked fashion. This was the season when the turtles come ashore 
to lay their eggs. We found many eggs, which my men always 
collected. At nightfall the Indians had us cross a lagoon, at the 
other side of which there was some fresh water. We passed the 
night at that place with them. Poor Mr. de Touris reached there 
about midnight. The next day, in the morning, we arrived at their 
village. It is a collection of a few wretched huts, where they live 
on whatever their women bring to them, that is to say, on that 
species of shrimp which I have mentioned before and on a few 
roots. The four or five men whom we had awaited on the prairie 
until ten o’clock in the morning, and whom we believed to be 
behind us, had cut across by the seaside and passed without our 
seeing them. They encountered some Indians by the side of a 
lagoon who were eating oysters; they did likewise. In that small 
party there was a cabin-boy and a little negro, who stayed behind 
among some weeds, where they died. Three days after our arrival 
in the village a band of twenty or twenty-five Indians entered who 
delivered their harangue or discourse. After they had finished I 
asked the chief what the strangers wanted, for they appeared to 
me to be such. He replied in good Spanish, “To know what you 
are doing.” After this response he sent one of the old men of the 
village, who made the round of all the huts where my men were, 
whom he warned not to come out, because the band that had just 
arrived had come to kill the whites. He then came into the hut 
where I was, told me the same thing, and made me understand 
that they would all pierce their hearts rather than kill one of us. 
He seated himself near me, saying that he would not leave me. 
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A moment later three Indians of the opposing party entered. They 
were armed, painted, and decked with feathers, like all the rest. 
These three men also seated themselves near me and from time 
to time they looked out from beneath the foliage that surrounded 
the hut to see if some movement were not being made outside. 
Soon thereafter the old chief of our village came in and spoke 
vehemently to the three men who had preceded him, who listened 
attentively. When he had finished his harangue they arose, took 
up their arms, which were arrows, and left. 


On the first of July, the fourth day of our sojourn among the 
Indians—with whom we were starving, for they are extremely 
indolent, neither planting, fishing, nor hunting—they bade us fare- 
well and conducted us to the beach, where, after stripping all of 
us, they gave us a young man to serve us as a guide; he was on 
horseback. They took a cabin-boy back with them. My cook, who 
was dying, remained half way between the village and the beach. 
Mr. de Touris did likewise; a soldier named Collet stayed to help 
him. On the same day that we left the village two sailors entered 
it; they remained to smoke some oysters, joining us on the next 
day. They reported to me having seen the gunner, a young man 
from Martinique named Prevost de la Cour; a mulatto named 
Louis, my drummer; and another mulatto, my valet, who were 
dead; and that they had left dying one Cerveau, master-at-arms; 
Dominique Baut, a negro; Daniel Girard, a sailor, and two [other] 
negroes. It seemed to me that the guide whom the Indians had 
given to us had come less to show us the way than to collect turtle 
eggs, for we found some, of which he took possession. We like- 
wise found a turtle which we could have eaten with pleasure if 
we had had a knife among the twenty-six of us, but the Indians, 
who are extremely eager for them, had taken all we had. However, 
fortune again smiled upon us and led me to encounter another 
Indian who loaned us one that he had taken from one of my sailors. 
We cut up our turtle, divided it, and cooked it at a fire which 
was lighted with a pistol and some of the powder that the Indians 
had left us. As soon as the fire was burning, the young Indian 
seized a firebrand, mounted his horse, and went on ahead. After 
making our repast we began our. march. Before going very far 
we encountered a small lagoon which we crossed easily, and when 
we reached the other side we saw a fire burning. It was our 
guide, whom we had not expected to do this. In sight of us he 
took up his arrows and went to kill some fish; apparently he 
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intended to regale us. As it was only about three hours after noon, 
when our hunger had been entirely satisfied, and as our one desire 
was to reach Tampico, we continued on our way until nightfall. 

On the second of July we arose very early and marched in 
the rain until noon, when we arrived at a large lagoon beside 
which we found Jean Théraut, a sailor, who had evaded the Indians 
and marched alone all night. He was still carrying his gun and he 
had been there for two days. He had made a small raft for cross- 
ing the lagoon, not knowing how to swim. He told us that at five 
o’clock in the afternoon the sea would be at its lowest stage and 
that we could pass over easily. While awaiting this hour, we busied 
ourselves with seeking our dinner, which we made of some crabs 
caught in the lagoon. A sailor from Bordeaux named La Fargue, 
who knew how to swim, offered to cross over with Jean Héraut 
and his raft, which offer the latter accepted, and they went over — 
together. The hour of low water arrived, as Jean Héraut had told 
us, and after crossing the lagoon we made nearly a league. 

On the third, after covering half a league, which we could 
have done the previous evening if we had had the gift of divina- 
tion, we found the two sailors who had gone ahead, and who had 
turned over two large turtles. We therefore set about making a 
fire in order to cook them whole, having nothing with which to 
cut them up. When they were cooked we divided them as well 
as we could, each one according to his needs, and continued on our 
way. Those who had the means of making a fire remained behind. 
I stopped to wait for them, though vainly, for that day, because 


they did not arrive until two hours after noon on the next day. 


As soon as,they came up we made a fire to cook some turtles which 
we had caught. I cannot forbear speaking of the strength of the 
sailor La Fargue, who marched with us all day and at night 
watched for the turtles that came up on the beach to lay their 
eggs, for of the five turtles that we had, he turned over three 
alone and helped to turn the other two. We now had an abundance 
of this nourishment, but it weakened us considerably; happily we 
were not long in need of it. One Cyprien Francois Regnault, who 
was one of my gunners, has served me well. I have seen that man 
swim across the lagoons as many as six times in order to bring 
ever on the rafts those who lacked the strength or the ability to 
cross otherwise. | 

On July fifth we arose very early. Mr. Duhaumel and Tixer- 
rant, a cadet of his detachment, took the lead. They came to the 
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bank of a large river, on the other side of which they saw some 
men; they came back to tell us the news. We all hurried to see 
that for which we had hoped so long. One would have said to see us 
march that we had just begun our journey, but a closer examina- 
tion would have dispelled this impression, for we had more the 
uppearance of spectres than of men. At length we reached the 
place so longed-for. We saw on the other side of the river the 
people whom these two Messieurs had seen. As soon as they per- 
ceived us one of the men crossed over to us in a little pirogue, 
which served to transport us, a lengthy process, as we could go 
only two by two. The man who conducted us was the corporal of 
u guard of three men that is on the lower part of the river, which 
is that of Tampico. This man gave us bread and maize to eat, and 
detached one of his soldiers to go to the village of Tampico, which 
is four leagues from the mouth of the river. It was about ten 
o’clock in the morning. Two hours after noon thirty inhabitants 
arrived on horseback, each leading an extra mount. At their head 
were Dom Augustin Orrosco y Mataboura and the captain of the 
district. They conducted all of us to their dwellings, where Dom 
Augustin, who is the lieutenant of the alcalde major [alcalde 
mayor], lodged us in the village, with rations. All those inhabi- 
tants, who are extremely poor, received us like brothers and treated 
us in the same way. They had been informed seven days before 
of our shipwreck and of the march we were making by two Spanish 
inegroes who had escaped massacre by the Indians. We found them 
prisoners. 

Ags soon as I arrived I wrote the alcalde major for permission 
to charter a boat from Campeche which was at anchor there. He 
replied that he could not grant this without an order from the 
viceroy, to whom he had written concerning the two negroes who 
arrived seven days ahead of us, and that he would likewise notify 
him of our arrival. Mr. Duhaumel and I profited by this occasion 
to write to him. He replied on the twenty-second and we received 
it on the thirtieth. During this time the alcalde sent a party of 
eighty men to make war upon the Indians who had plundered us. 
They are called Pangouais ** or Mequos. On August fifteenth 
these eighty men left, Dom Augustin at their head. On the next 


18 Concerning the Indians of this vicinity, H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth 
Century (Berkeley, 1915), 287, says that the region between the Nueces River and PAnuco, 
along the Gulf Coast, “had long been the asylum of a multitude of native bands and broken- 
down tribes pushed in by the northward march of the Spanish conquest, or by their more pow- 
erful Indian neighbors on the north and west.’’ These Indians were hostile to the Spaniards 
and long efforts made at missionary work and colonization among them. 
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day, the sixteenth, they found the soldier Collet, who was lying 
by and embracing a dead tree, waiting for death. They made him 
take a little brandy, which revived him somewhat. He told them 
that he had seen two young men pass by, conducted by three 
Indians. They were the cabin-boy whom the Indians had kept and 
one Coursseau of Bordeaux, who had stayed behind to smoke 
oysters. This was the third group to reach Tampico; also they 
were the only ones who knew how to swim. He [Coursseau] re- 
ported to me that he had left his companions on the other side of 
the lagoon, because he saw that he was becoming weaker every 
day; that he found on the way the forty-six dead of whom I have 
spoken; that he then arrived among the Pangouais, who made him 
serve as a slave, like the cabin-boy; and that on the fourth day 
after his arrival he saw there a band of twenty Indians of a nation 
which they called Sapoteros who, being well armed, surprised the 
Pangouais and overcame them. They took the best of what they 
found and withdrew, taking with them the two young men, whom 
they brought to their dwelling place in two days, where they 
treated them very well and gave them food. The chief, desiring 
to pay court to the Spaniards or to obtain something for his booty, 
went with two of his people to bring them [the captives] to Tam- 
pico, where on their arrival they [the Indians] were arrested, 
beaten, maltreated, and then sent by order of the alcalde to Mexico. 
Dom Augustin also sent Collet back to me. He told me that my 
cook had died on the same day that I-had left him, and that Mr: 
de Touris also had died. On the next day, soon after Collet [came], 
Dom Augustin returned with his troop, without having done any- 
thing. He afterwards made another sortie which also failed. 

Then, having received the desired reply from his Excellency, 
we obtained the boat which I have mentioned, which I chartered 
to carry me to New Orleans with all my people. 

On August thirty-first I left the Tampico River; on September 
eighth I took soundings west of the River St. Louis. On this day 
the said soldier Collet died. I have forgotten to state that three 
days after our arrival in Tampico a soldier named Le Vacher died. 

On September twenty-second I sighted La Balize, which I entered 
on the same day, and where I learned that my canoe had arrived 
long before me. In it came eight men who reported that they had 
followed me for eighteen days; that on their way they had encoun- 
tered the said Michaut, who was retracing his steps; that at the 
end of that time they had been attacked by an Indian nation which 
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according to their description was that of the Pangouais, who 
they said had plundered a part of what they had ashore; and that, 
barely having time to embark, they had left six men behind. 
Believing that they would be unable to go farther, they set out 
to return to the islet of the shipwreck. Arriving there, they found 
that the Indians had carried the flour to the mainland. They went 
in pursuit of them and obtained from them five sacks, with which 
they left in search of Florida, believing that they were to the east 
of Pensacola. They were surprised when they saw La Balize. Sr. 
Yvon remained among the tall Indians; someone has gone to look 
for him. 
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FRENCH CHARITIES TO THE ACADIANS, 1755-1799.’ 


By SHELBY T. McCLoy 


It is not commonly known that a large portion of the Acadian 
exiles went to France upon their expulsion from Nova Scotia in 
1755, and that they were long the wards of the French government. 


_ The Acadians were expelled on the eve of the Seven Years’ 
War because of their refusal to take the unconditional oath of 
allegiance to the British crown. They had persistently refused to 
take the oath ever since their homeland was ceded to Britain in 
1713 by terms of the treaty of Utrecht.? In the 1720’s Governors 
Armstrong and Philipps had prevailed upon the greater number 
of them to take a limited oath: that they would be loyal subjects 
of Britain, and never take up arms against her, but that they 
would never participate in military service against Frenchmen or 
Indians.* Except for the defections of a few individuals,‘ the 
Acadians had lived up to the letter of this conditional oath quite 
well; but the English rulers of Acadia did not think that they 
had lived up to it at all in spirit. For they permitted themselves 
to be strongly swayed by strong pro-French propaganda, that 
came from certain French missionaries and governors in Canada; 
and the Acadians made no attempt to conceal their hope that the 
day would come when military force would re-unite them and their 
country to France.® 


In 1753 a new English governor by the name of Lawrence 
was sent out to Nova Scotia. He was ambitious, and he was de- 
termined to make a solution of the Acadian problem. He felt that 
the Acadians should be compelled to take the unconditional oath. 
News from his home government that a resumption of war was to 
be expected shortly, and the realization that he had insufficient 


1The writer acknowledges his indebtedness to the Social Science Research Council for a 
grant-in-aid in 1937 which made possible a summer's study in French archives and libraries, on 
the subject ‘“‘Aid by the French Government to its Needy Citizens during Periods of Crisis in 
the Eighteenth Century,” in connection with which much of the material set forth in this paper 
was gathered. 

2A long discussion of this matter is made by James P. Baxter in an article entitled ‘‘What 
Caused the Deportation of the Acadians?!,”’ in the Proceedings of the American Antiquarian So- 
ciety, (Worcester, 1901), New Series, xii, 74-100. The writer is pro-British in attitude. 

3 Francis Parkman, A Hal/-Century of Conflict, (Boston, 1899), I, 200-201. 

4 Ibid., II, 144,192, 200-208. 

5 Jbid., II, ch. xxii; Baxter, loc. cit. 
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English colonists and soldiers to hold Nova Scotia in case the 
Acadians should revolt and join the enemy, led him to decide on 
quick action. Without obtaining the approval of the Board of 
Trade in London, as he should properly have done, he acted first 
and informed the Board of Trade afterwards. Summoning leaders 
of the Acadians to a conference, he demanded that they take the 
unconditional oath of allegiance; and when they refused he told 
them that they thereby had surrendered all rights as British sub- 
jects and could no longer expect the privilege of living in the 
colony. He then called upon the Acadian people as a whole to take 
the unconditional oath, and on their refusal he informed them that 
they would be imprisoned and dispersed among the English colonies 
to the south.* This(was in August, 1755. 


War broke out the next year as anticipated. This made all 
the more distressing the condition of the Acadians. Whereas per- 
haps the majority were dispersed among the British colonies, some 
were imprisoned and taken to England, where they remained 
throughout the war. Some went to the French West Indies; others 
to Guiana; and a goodly number escaped to the hinterland of 
Canada, to return after the war as British subjects.? And accord- 
ing to a recent author on Acadian history, approximately twenty- 
five percent of the population of the eastern maritime provinces 
of Canada today is of Acadian descent.® 


Lawrence, the governor of Nova Scotia, estimated in a letter 
written in 1755 that there were nearly seven thousand French 
residents of Acadia.® By 1780 three or four thousand of them had 
reached France.?° Some few had gone there in 1755. Others drib- 
bled in, in tiny groups, during the next two decades. A large accre- 
tion came at the close of the Seven Years’ War, from England, 
where the French ambassador, de Nivernois, interceded in their 
behalf and obtained for them the right to go to France. 


France could not but feel proud of such loyal descendants as 
the Acadians had shown themselves. She very willingly offered 


* John Bartlet Brebner, New England’s Outposts Acadia before the Conquest of Canada, 
(New York and London, 1927), 190-233. 

7 Ibid., 224-225; Emile Lauvriére, La tragédie d'un pone) Histoire du peuple acadien de 
ses origines & nos jours. Nouvelle édition, revue et complétée. Tome II (Paris, 1924). Lauv- 
riere’s work has won several high honors, among them the Grand prix Gobert de VAcadémie 
francaise. It is a work of great erudition but is permeated with a French imperialistic spirit. 

8 Brebner, op. cit., 226. 

® Baxter, loc. cit., 98. Brebner estimates the number of Acadians in 1755 at eight to ten 
thousand, op. cit., 214. Of. 124, n. 1. Parkman places the number much higher, op. cit., IT, 
191. Joly de Fleury in his Rapport le 5 avril 1782 says that the population of Acadia in 1755 
was 26,000, Archives Nationales, F15, 3495. 

10 Lauvriére says.that in the summer of 1774 there were a total of 3852 to 3884 Acadians 


in France, op. cit., II, 174-175. 
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to aid all who came to her shores, promising them either a grant 
of land (for farming) or a dole (until they should be in a position 
to care for themselves) .!1 From 1755, accordingly, she began the 
practice of giving a dole of six sols a day to each individual, save 
children and nuns, to whom twice this sum was given. The same 
dole of six sols was accorded also to the Acadians imprisoned in 
England. The expense of transporting the Acadians from England 
moreover was borne by the French government. 


Virtually all of the Acadian refugees landed at the ports of 
Rochefort and Cherbourg, and settled in cities of Normandy and 
Brittany, to remain there throughout their sojourn in France, 
save for one brief period in 1773. It was not the intention of the 
French government however (so far as it had an intention) that 
the Acadians should be left in the cities. In eighteenth century 
France there was a drift of rural inhabitants to the cities, and 
the cities were unable to absorb the growing population. Mendi- 
cancy of very considerable proportions resulted, and every city 
had its horde of beggars. Papion le Jeune, a member of the Na- 
tional Assembly, stated that France had a permanent army of one 
hundred thousand vagabonds, and that fifteen or sixteen thousand 
were arrested every year.'* The Acadians were simple folk, of 
little or no education,!* unaccustomed to the life of the great French 
cities. Some of them, true, had been fishermen, but apparently 


the most of them had been farmers. 


Various schemes for settling them in agricultural colonies 
were concocted.’ The Acadians pretended that they were eager to 
participate in such. In fact they complained at their inactivity 
in the cities, at their inability to find work. The Marquis de la 
Marche proposed in 1770 to settle a large colony of Acadians in 
the recently—acquired island of Corsica, after the manner of a 
Greek colony of one hundred and twenty families which had been 


planted there shortly before this;. but the Acadians refused to go, 


and the French government balked at the expense which would 
be involved.* A few families went to the Isle of J ere gate _ 


11 Report by Coster, August 12, 1788. Arch. Nat., F15, 8495. ; 

12 Archives parlementaires de 1787 & 1860; XXIT, 638, with note. 

18 Parkman, op. cit., II, 190-191. Parkman has underestimated however the senior of 
Acadians who could read and write, for in the Archives Nationales are many petitions for aid 
written and signed by Acadians. The penmanship and spelling, indeed, are poor. . 

14 Lauvriére, op. cit., II, 164-179. The Rapporte le 5 avril 1782, by Joly de Fleury, de- 
scribes the outcome of several of these projects. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 

15 Lauvriére, op. cit., II, 175; report of April 25, 1784, ‘Areh. Nat., F15, 3495. 


16 Eight families had gone to Jersey, received land, and been dro from the dole list. 
i. de Boynes du 14 May [sic.] 1778, Arch. 
at., F15, 34 
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some others to Belleisle,17 off the coast of Brittany. The most 
important of the schemes of colonization, however, was one where- 
by fifteen hundred would be settled on a vast tract of land belong- 
ing to the Marquis de Perusse, in the Province of Poitou. 


The Marquis de Perusse was a general in the French army: 
He had acquired in 1755 a tremendous tract of seven to eight 
thousand arpents (around eleven thousand acres), most of it ap- 
parently wooded or in a state unfitted for. cultivation. The Marquis 
had engaged ten German families at the task of clearing it, and 
in 1772 was on the point of engaging another hundred German 
families. But he requested a subsidy of four hundred thousand 
livres from the French government toward this German coloniza- 
tion, and the French government refused it. At this juncture he 
thought of the Acadians. Why not use them instead of the addi- 
tional German families? The French government was pleased 
with the suggestion and asked him to submit his proposals in 
writing."® 

Here was the plan of the Marquis.’® He would set up on his 
property some five villages of Acadians. Each village would con- 
sist of thirty houses, and in each house there would dwell ten 
Acadians. In all five villages there would be a total of fifteen 
hundred. Each family would be provided furnishings for the home, 
animals, and tools for work. Each individual (or male adult) was 
to be accorded three arpents (around four and a half acres). 


In order to make this scheme possible, the French government 
was to give the Marquis in installments the sum of six hundred 
thousand livres. The Marquis in turn was to assume all responsi- 
bility of payment of the dole to those Acadians who settled on his 
estate. He agreed to pay this until January 1, 1776, by which time 
it was expected that the Acadians would be on their feet finan- 


cially. 

Some representatives of the Acadians visited the Marquis’s 
estate in company with Sarcy de Suttiére, director of the Agri- 
cultural School of Compiégne, and chose some of the best parts of 
it for clearance and settlement. They selected 630 arpents of the 


17 Rapporte le 5 avril 1782, Arch. Nat., 3495. Seventy-e 
seventy-eight houses had been built for them ; but the colonists pag wo 
surviving. There were 209 Acadians still living at Belleisle in 1786. 

They were given land on —s that they renounce claim to the dole. But in 1788 many 
. Acotinns in Brittany who had been given land by the government were still drawing the dole. 
Report by Coster, August 12, 1788. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 


18 Lauvriére, op. cit., II, 174. 


19 Projet d’établissement des familles acadtennes pour concilier les offres de M. le Marquis 
de Perusse avec les intentions du ministre. Arch. Nat. Fis, 3495. 
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‘Marquis’s lands, 2400 arpents of the lands of the Bishop of Poitiers, 
and 980 arpents of the lands of nuns of Fontevrault. In short, 
the Acadians were pleased with the Marquis’s colonization 
scheme.” The government too made known its acceptance. 


But the scheme turned out a fiasco. The Acadians quickly 
lost interest in it. Only fifty-eight houses were constructed, and 
of them only thirty-two were occupied in 1775.7! Fifteen hundred 
or more of the Acadians flocked to the nearby village of Chatel- 
lerault in 1773-74, but in 1775 left, at government expense, for 
Nantes and its vicinity.22 Clearing raw land was not to their 
liking, even though they had come from the New World. They 
decided that they were much better adapted for the life of seaport 
towns. 

A few families remained permanently on the estate of the 
Marquis de Perusse.?* Yet in some unaccountable manner a tre- 
mendous amount of money was squandered by the government on 
the enterprise. According to a report of Joly de Fleury, in 1782, 
the government’s outlay on it up to January 1, 1778, had been 
1,730,000 livres. Of this approximately one-third had gone into 
the payment of the dole to the Acadians who had gone to the 
estate temporarily or permanently.*4 And in the course of time 
total government expenditures on the scheme were to reach near 
the two million mark.” 


From 1775, when the bulk of the Acadians who had ventured 
on the Perusse enterprise turned back, the government began to 
manifest a change of interest in them. It had offered to assist 
in buying the maitrise (master’s position in the guilds) for those 
Acadians in the cities who showed themselves worthy.”* It had 
endeavored to give agricultural land to all who would take it. Up 
to 1775 it had paid the dole of six sols a day rather punctually. 
But from 1775 onwards it began to get in arrears with the pay- 
ments. Moreover some of those who had ventured on the Perusse 
enterprise and turned back found their names henceforward 
removed from the government’s dole pay-list,?7 to the distress, 
lamentation, and wrath of those thus dropped. And to cap it all, 


20 Lauvriére, op. cit., II, 174. 

21 Rapporte ‘le 5 avril 1782. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 

22 Ibid. 

£3 Ibid. 

24 Ibid. 

25 Lauvriére, op. cit., II, 177. 

26 Memorandum of the Controller-General’s office dated May 19, 1786. Arch. Nat., F15, 
3495. 

27 Rapporte le 5 avril 1782. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. Cf. Archives parlementaires, XXXV, 
106-107. 
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the government reduced the dole to half its former value, effective 
January 1, 1778. Henceforth three sols a day only were to be paid 
to bona fide Acadian refugees who were fortunate enough to have 
their names on the government list. This action reduced the annual 
load on the French treasury from approximately three hundred 
thousand livres to 113,800 livres.?® 


Already as early as 1772 some of the Acadians in France 
had requested of the government that they be allowed to join some 
hundreds of their number who had drifted into Louisiana from 
the English colonies, more particularly from Georgia, the Caro- 
linas, and Maryland, since the year 1758. In some instances 
members of their immediate families were in Louisiana, and a 
correspondence was evidently maintained with them. The Acadians 
in France learned that the soil of Louisiana, like that of Acadia, 
was extremely fertile, and that existence there was easily acquired. 
The chief obstacle to the government’s grant of the request was 
that Louisiana belonged to Spain, and the French government did 
not relish the thought of its citizens going abroad as Spanish 
colonists. The request accordingly was ignored. In 1775, on the 
re_urn of the large body of colonizers from the Perusse estate, 
some of the Acadians of Nantes again took up the request. But 
war between France and England, and perhaps other matters, led 
the French government to ignore the revived agitation for emigra- 
tion to Louisiana. 


In the meantime the Acadians at Nantes got into secret com-- 
munication with the Count of Aranda, at the helm of the Spanish 
government, and elicited his interest in their enterprise. In 1784, 
accordingly, the French government manifested a change of atti- 
tude toward the proposed emigration. It agreed to let the Acadians 
depart for Louisiana, provided those emigrating would agree in 
advance to swear allegiance to the King of Spain, and that the 
Spanish government would transport them free of charge to 
Louisiana, would give them land, tools, and animals, for cultiva- 
tion of crops, and would continue the French dole of three sols a 
day until the Acadian emigrants should be able to care for them- 
selves.2® The Spanish government and the Acadians accepted these 
conditions, and the French government made ready to let the 


Acadians depart. 
28 Report of April 25, 1784. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 


2° Lauvridre, II, 194-197; Copie de la lettre de M. le Ote de Vergennes, Paris le 19 mare 
1785, Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 
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It appears to have been a moment of joy both to the Acadians 
and to the French government.*®° The government announced that 
the dole, which had already fallen a year and a half in arrears for 
most of the Acadians, and more than that for some, must be paid 
in full before it would let them depart. And to this end it re- 
quested complete records form the intendants and subdelegates 
concerning all Acadians who desired to depart. It announced 
furthermore that payment was not to be made until the moment 
of departure, and that all indebtedness of the Acadian emigrants 
to citizens in France must be cleared before the departure would 
be permitted.*! 

It is not without interest to note that because the sub-delegate 
at Nantes made the mistake of paying arrears in the dole too 
early, before the Spanish were ready to transport the emigrants, 
the government called upon the sub-delegate’s superior, de Molle- 
ville, Intendant of Brittany, for the refund of the 227,981 livres.** 
After much correspondence, the matter was finally righted in some 
manner.** 

The government was explicit to state that no payment of the 
dole was to be made to any Acadian who did not specify his 
intention to depart. It appears to have used this as a means to 
induce the rest of the Acadians to go too. The correspondence of 
the officials suggests that it was their wish to dump over into 
the lap of Spain the whole Acadian problem, which now after 
nearly two decades was becoming rather tiresome. 

Most of the fifteen to sixteen hundred Acadians ** who set 
sail in Spanish vessels in May, 1785, for Louisiana, however, did 
not need coercion or inducements to leave. The sub-delegate at 
Nantes wrote to the office of the Controller-General at Paris that 
all the best of the Acadians had departed for Louisiana. The six 


80 Particularly seen in the report of April 25, 1784, and in a memorandum of the Con- 
troller-General’s office, dated April 25, 1785. Arch. Nat., F15, 3494. Both rejoice in the 
saving for the French treasury. 

Lauvriére states that the French government was very reluctant to see the Acadians depart 
a — I got the opposite impression from reading the documents in the Archives 

ationales. 

31 Copie de la lettre écrite par Monsieur le Contréleur général & M. Bertrand de Molleville, 
Intendant de Bretagne, le 27 avril 1784. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 

82 Letter from Gojard to Blondel, September 30, 1784; letter from Calonne, Controller- 
General, to Bertrand de Molleville, May 16, 1784; letter from Blondel to Gojard, October 3, 
1784; letter from Gojard to de Molleville, October 13, 1784; order for replacement of 20,553 
livres 6 sols 5 deniers, written at Fontainebleau, November 6, 1784. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 

83 Letter from Blondel to Gojard, dated May 9, 1784. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 

34 In a letter to Gojard, October 8, 1785, Blondel cites de Molleville, Intendant of Brittany, 
as saying that 1599 Acadians left for Louisiana; but in a later letter of April 29, 1786, he 
says that less than 1550 departed. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. Thus it appears that fifty or more 
changed their minds about going and were permitted to remain in France. 

35 ‘‘Le Subdélégué dit, qu’aucun des Acadiens de St. Malo, n’a la capacité necessaire pour 
remplir le moindre emploi, les chefs les plus intelligens étant passés a la Louisiane.” oe 
the report L’Affaire des Acadiens existans dans la Généralité de Bretagne depuis le passage 
d’une partie d’entr’ eux & la Lowisiane. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 
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hundred and fifty-two who yet remained in France, scattered 
chiefly in the towns and cities of Brittany and Normandy, were 
in wretched condition, and must continue to be supported by the 
dole.*¢ 


The cost to the French government of paying arrearages to 
the departing Acadians was 430,370 livres.** Now that they had 
gone, the annual expense of furnishing the dole of three sols a day 
to the 652 Acadians that remained (and whose names were on 
the government list of eligible recipients) was lessened greatly 
from the former sum of 113,800 livres. Arrearages for the 652 
for 1784-85 amounted to 83,000 or 84,000 livres, according to a 
letter from Blondel, Intendant of Commerce, to the Controller- 
General, dated April 11, 1786.** Blondel specified in another letter 
written about the same time that there were still, and had always 
been, around five hundred Acadians in France who were not re- 
cipients of the dole. Many of these last Acadians in Brittany, 
however, according to Blondel, made petition to the government 
for the dole several times a year without success. 


Beginning with January 1, 1786, the dole was limited to old 
and infirm persons, unable to gain a livelihood, and to minors. 
Girls were to be assisted until they reached the age of eighteen, 
and boys until they became twenty. Thenceforth the annual ex- 
pense of paying the dole to the Acadians was reckoned at approxi- 
mately eighteen thousand livres. 


Following the exodus to Louisiana, forty-two of the Acadians 
remaining in Brittany requested that they be allowed to migrate 
to the New England States of America.*® Written information was 
furnished the government concerning those who wanted to go 
(their modes of livelihood, etc.) ,*° but apparently the projected 
emigration fell through. 


The Acadians were ever and anon pursuing some fantastic 
plan. Some of those that remained in France in 1785 conceived 
the idea of working up a second expedition of colonists to Louisiana 


86 “‘Oes Acadiens ne pour remplir le moindre emploi, les plus intelligents étant passé a 
Louisiane.” Observations by Blondel, April 11, 1786. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. : ¥: 


37 Letter from Bertrand de Molleville to Blondel, September 4, 1785. Arch. Nat., F15, 


3495 

38 These arrearages however had not been oe on July 1, 1786. It was estimated that 
they amounted at that date to 102,000 livres. government was still intent to pay them. 
Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 

8° L,’Affaire des Acadiens existans dans la Généralité de Bretagne depuis le passage d’une 
_ partie d’entr’ eux 4 la Lowisiane. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 7 

4v Included with a report submitted by Blondel to the Controller-General, A 11, 1786. 
Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. According to a marginal note, the advice of the intendant would be 


followed. 
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in 1787,* but it received little discussion, and nothing ever came 
of it. Later, amid the hard times of the Revolution, a large number 
of the Acadians attempted to hold the government to its promise 
of giving them land on the estate of the former Marquis de 
Perusse.*? Much agitation was raised but the government seem- 
ingly did little about it. 


The Acadians hoped much from the Revolution. Their sym- 


pathies were almost without exception on the side of the Revolu- 


tion,*? despite the fact that they had been the recipients of charity 
from the government of the Old Regime for forty-four years. The 
Acadians felt that their sacrifices in Nova Scotia in 1755 war- 
ranted better treatment than they had received. What were six 
sols and what were three sols a day but mere pittances on which 
no individual could live! And had not the governments of the Old 
Regime treated them with increasing indifference and neglect for 
the past two decades, paying the dole spasmodically once every 
two or three years? Did the government of the Old Regime have 
a right any longer to their loyalty? 


And so the dole-receiving Acadians changed their loyalties. 
The Revolutionary leaders promised them much. Many addresses 
were made by the demagogues of 1790-92 and legislation in behalf 
of the Acadians was undertaken. Here are some words from one 
of the speakers, La Revelliére-Lepeaux, deputy of the Third Estate 
from the sénéchaussée of Anjou, in a report which he made to the 
National Assembly on February 21, 1791, concerning the Acadians: 


From the beginning, in 1773, M. Perusse-Descars 
having proposed to the government the clearance of the 
lands in Poitou, and having provoked some marvelous 
hopes from this enterprise, the Abbé Terray delivered 
over to him—I dare to use this expression—several hun- 
dred of them for a colony upon the most ungrateful and 
infertile soil, although it was sworn to the contrary, as 
the French minister at London had promised some settle- 
ments in the best lands of the country. And it is easy to 
discern that this conduct was atrocious. In effect, is one 
able to learn at an advanced age to undertake the rudest 
of all forms of work, to accustom onesself to the coarsest 


41 Blondel mentions in his report of April 11, 1786, that most of the 209 Acadians still 
resident at Belleisle wished to get up an expedition to go in 1787 to Louisiana or to the 
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. Arch. Nat., F15, 3495. 


42 Report by the Directory of the department of Vienne, ae a 1791. Also report 
of state aid to the Acadians, August 19, 1791. Arch. Nat., F15, 


43 7 have found record of only one whose loyalty to the a was questioned. Claude 
Etienne Salignac Fénelon, an Acadian, was recommended to the Ministry of the Interior in the 
year VI for expulsion from France, by the administrators of the department of Charente, be- 
cause his name was carried on the list of émigrés. Arch. Nat., F15, 3494, Charente no. 16. 
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and most pitiful food, for men who were accustomed to 

pastoral life, and of whom many were born rich? But are 

not governments in all times a little cruel to deceive men? 

At any rate, this barbarous enterprise failed after having 

cost the life of the greater portion of the Acadians, who 
perished there from hunger and fatigue. There still re- 
mained of them however, a sufficiently large number; 
and this was an eye-sore to the government. However 
hard be the heart of despots, if the cry of misfortune does 
not move it, at least it annoys it. The minister thereupon 
sought the means, not of repairing his past injustices, but 
of freeing himself from some lamentations and trouble- 
some memories which were able sometimes to trouble his 
repose. He decided upon a simple action: it was to rid 
himself of these objects in the New World. The Acadians 
who had not perished in Poitou were transported to Loui- 
siana, and almost all there found the last rung in their 
misery, Death 

This passage is strewn with misrepresentations. Men like La 
Revelliére-Lepeaux denounced the Old Regime and held out bright 
rays of hope to distressed groups like the Acadians, who they 
declared had been the victims of injustice under it. They hastened 
to spread legislation upon the statute books. Enactments to aid 
the Acadians were made on September 10, 1790, February 21, 
1791, and May 4, 1792. Of these the most important was the 
enactment of February 21, 1791, which provided that sexagenar- 
ians should be given a dole of eight sols a day, fathers and mothers 
of a family and widows should be given six sols a day, and children 
and orphans (though born in France) should be given four sols 
a day until they reached the age of twenty, after which they would 
be ineligible to receive aid. January 1, 1790, was the date from 
which the terms of this act were to go into effect.* 


The months passed and no payments of the dole were forth- 
coming. The Old Regime had made spasmodic payments to groups 
of Acadians in various regions during the years 1786,** 1787,*7 
and 1788.4 But now the New Regime talked and legislated much 


44 Archives parlementaires, XXIII, 379. 
45 Ibid., XXIII, 380. 
46 Memorandum of government expenditures to the Acadians in Poitou and Brittany, en- 
titled 1788, Acadiana. fhe Acadians in Poitou were accorded 15,581 livres. gna 
In 1786 the Acadians in France were paid the arrearages for 1784 and 1785, amounting 
to 84,000 livres. Report on government aid to the Acadians, August 19, 1791. Arch. Nat., F15, 
3495. 
in Brittany were accorded 1428 livres in 1787. 1788, Acadiana. Arch. 
at., 
. 48 he Stes ony 136 Acadians in Brittany were still eligible for the dole. Report of Coster, 
ugust 
The widow Hebert, who later was to make numerous petitions to get re-installed on the 
ary go Py _ 800 livres in 1788. Report by Coster to Necker, February 17, 1790. Arch. 
at., 
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but paid nothing! No payments whatever appear to have been 
made during the distressing years 1789, 1790. and 1791. At 
length on November 17, 1791, the Assembly decided by a vote 
that the Minister of the Interior should be requested to appear 
before it within three days and give reason why the Acadians 
were not receiving their dole.*® The Minister appeared and ex- 
plained that the reason why the Acadians had not been paid was 
because the departments had not complied with article four of 
the enactment, which demanded that lists of those eligible for aid, 
with-data concerning such individuals, be sent to the Minister as 
a pre-requisite.°° Moreover, he added that the Legislative Corps 
had not authorized him to make any payments. Of course this 
was but falling back upon technicalities. It was the duty of the 
Minister to have asked such information of the departments; and 
it does not appear that he had interested himself in the matter to 
the slightest degree. | 

Still no payments were forthcoming; and on March 13, 1792, 
one of the secretaries to the Legislative Assembly read before it 
a letter from some Acadians and Canadians at La Rochelle, asking 
that the law of February 21, 1791, made in their favor, be enforced. 
The letter was sent to the Central Commission with the direction 
that this body inform the Assembly what the Committee of Public 
Aid had to say on the subject!®5! Eventually on May 4, 1792, the 
Legislative Assembly took action upon a recommendation of the 
Committee of Public Aid, ordering that the Acadians be paid in 
full all that was owed them under the law of February 21, 1791.° 
On the same date the Assembly decided that the lands bought by 
the government in the seventies from the Marquis de Perusse, the 
Bishop of Poitiers, the dames de la Paye, and the Abbey of Letrule 
be distributed among the Acadians.®* No directions however were 
given as to the manner in which the lands would be apportioned, 
or who would be eligible to receive them. Apparently it remained 
an empty resolution, for according to elaborate reports on the 
Acadians sent to the office of the Minister of the Interior during 
several years to follow the Acadians were still in the cities of 
Brittany and Normandy, and still in misery.™ 

Even in 1793 some groups of the Acadians had as yet received 
nothing under the provisions of the act of February 21, 1791. 


49 Archives parlementaires, XXXV, 106-107. 
50 Ibid., XXXV, 281. 

51 Jbid., XXXIX, 625-626. 

52 Ibid., XLIII, 4. 

53 7 

54 Arch. Nat., F15, 3494. 


‘ 
4 
| 


French Charities to the Acadians, 1755-1799 667 


Thus.in the department of Charente Inférieure there were twenty- 
four Acadians eligible for aid who had received nothing. All but 
five had been born in Canada. One had come to France in 1755, 
fourteen had come in 1758, two in 1767, one in 1768, and one in 
1778.5 

During the several years that followed 1793, at least through 
1799 (when documents on Acadian charities dwindle away) pay- 
ments were made carelessly and spasmodically, as they had been 
under the last two and a half decades of the Old Regime.*® The 
inflationary movement of the nineties of course rendered the in- 
crease in the dole by the act of February 21, 1791, so insignificant 
that the plight of the Acadians became worse than it had ever 
been. In consequence a large number of letters of distress, com- 
plaining of the insufficiency of the dole,®* were sent to the Minister 
of the Interior; and also a vast number of Acadians not on the 
dole list made applications in an endeavor to get on the list. There 
was indeed in 1796 an increase in the sum given as the dole,®* but 
this increase too quickly became negligible. The Revolutionary 
government actually showed itself more dilatory toward the unfor- 
tunate Acadians than the government of the Old Regime had 
done. 

The question may be asked, Were there any Acadians to 
succeed in France and make honorable careers? Yes. Thus, there 
were eleven Acadians of Nantes in 1786 who renounced the dole 
in order to acquire the position of master in some guild. There 
were no doubt many others who at various times became masters. 
There were some Acadians eligible for the dole who scorned to 
take it. One Acadian acquitted himself so well that he was given 
by the King the distinction of “Gentleman of France”.®® Another 
became a member of the Legislative Assembly and participated in 

55 Etat supplémentaire des Acadiens et Oanadiens passés en France, & résidens [résider?} 


dans le Département de la Charente Inférieure, qui ont droit aux secours accordés par l'art. 2 
du décret du 21 février 1791. Arch. Nat., F15, 3494, no. 17. 

56 Lauvriére, op. cit., II, 233; Arch. Nat., F15, 3494. The Acadians at Saint Malo, in the 
department of Ille and Vilaine, had not been paid in April, 1793. Letter from them to the 
Minister of the Interior, April 24, 1793. Most of those signing the letter claimed arrearages 
for several years, one for twenty-three years. 

57 Among them are two letters from Cecile Hiraird: one to the Minister of the Interior, in 
frimaire, an IV, and the other to Belfontaine, maritime agent at Rochefort, Oct. 25, an IV. 
Arch. Nat., F15, 3494. 

58 A decree of December 7, 1796, provided for the payment of f livres a month to Aca- 
dians and other war sufferers above sixty years of age, thirty-five livres for those between twenty- 
one and sixty, and smaller sums for women and children. Residues owed to these sufferers 
under former decrees were to be converted into payment at the rate of six francs (metal) for 
each hundred francs stipulated (mandats). On October 8, 1796, and August 13, 1798, 
sums were set aside for aid to the Acadians and other war sufferers. Lauvriére, op. cit., I 
239-240. 

59 Case of Joseph Devau. Letter from Blondel to Gojard, March 25, 1784. Arch. Nat., 
F15, 3495. 
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discussion of the question of aid to the Acadians.** We never read 
of any who entered the professions; nor, on the other hand, do we 
read of any who engaged in a life of crime or who sunk into the 
position of street-begging. The multitudinous petitions for aid 
which the Acadians sent to the French government at one time 
or another were frequently accompanied by high testimonials as 
to character from their curés and from the municipal and district 
officials where they lived.*4 


This is a chapter in the history of the distress of an unfor- 
tunate people. It was a most regrettable thing that the simple 
colonials from Acadia ever attempted to establish themselves in 
the vastly more developed life of France. It was almost inevitable 
that they would be the victims of failure. The groups that returned 
to Nova Scotia following the Seven Years’ War and that set out 
for Louisiana in 1785 must be commended for ability to adapt 
themselves to new situations, or at least to extricate themselves 
from desperate circumstances. It would no doubt have been much 
better if the Acadians had remained in the New World in 1755 
and succeeding years. 

6° Archives parlementaires, XXXV, 106-107. 


61] have read many of these testimonials in the two me til Nat., F15, 3494 and 
3495. 
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE SUPERIOR 
COUNCIL OF LOUISIANA IN 1762 


Edited by the late HENRY P. DART 


This Extract from the Records of the Registry of the Superior 
Council of the Province of Louisiana of date of July 3, 1762, is of 
importance. It is a letter from De Choiseuil to de Kerlerec and 
Dabadie, which furnishes the approximate date of four commis- 
sions issued to four members of the Superior Council and shows 
how great was the care used in filling the office of Procureur 
General. 


EXTRACT FROM THE RECORDS OF THE REGISTRY OF THE SUPERIOR 
COUNCIL OF THE PROVINCE OF LOUISIANA OF JULY 3, 1762. 


At Versailles on the eighteenth of January one thou- 
sand seven hundred sixty-two. 


Extract of a letter of Mr. De Choiseuil, Secretary of 
State, written to Messrs. De Kerlerec and Dabadie. 


I observed with regret, Gentlemen, in the accounts 
given by Messrs. De Kerlerec and De Rochemore concern- 
ing the personnel of the Superior Council of Louisiana, 
that there are many vacancies to be filled up to make it 
complete, as it should be desired, in order to assure the 
administration of justice in behalf of the King’s subjects. 


As the neglect in which was left this department of 
the administration of the Colony required my particular 
attention, I was very anxious to present to the considera- 
tion of His Majesty the matters pointed out by Messrs. 
De Kerlerec and Rochemore in order that the vacancies 
existing in the Council might be filled. 

It pleased His Majesty to approve my recommenda- 
tions and accordingly commissions to serve as Councilors 
were granted to Sieurs Delafreniere, Piot Delaunay, 
Kernion and La Lande, Assesseurs, and herein I am en- 
closing same. 

His Majesty deemed it proper, at the same time, to 
entrust the duties of the Procureur General, which office 
has been vacant since Sieur Fleuriau’s death, to Sieur 
Delafreniere, who was accepted as counsel in France 
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during his recent sojourn here. However, as the office 
is one of such great importance, His Majesty did not think 
it wise to have the commission issued to him, and author- 
izes you to only entrust him on his arrival in the colony 
with the duties of the said office, so that during the time 
in which he will act in said capacity, you will be able to 
judge if he has the necessary talents to fill the said office 
satisfactorily, and then you will submit a report to me 
in the matter, so that I may procure for him the commis- 
sion, if you have found that he discharges his trust well. 
Mr. Dabbadie: will see to it that the salary fixed in the 
iy Schedule be paid him starting from January first, 
1762. 


Collated to the original. -(Signed] : ‘Garic, Greffier. 
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LA DAME DE STE. HERMINE 


By EpDITH DART PRICE 
(In collaboration with Sally Dart) 


La Dame de Ste. Hermine was sent to Louisiana by a Lettre 
de Cachet: a Lettre de Cachet or Royal warrant in form of a 
‘sealed letter, being one of the means whereby Royalty, its connec- 
tions, or favorites, got rid of persons in disgrace. Madame de Ste. 
Hermine, being one of these, was shipped to Louisiana, a young 
and beautiful woman,—so legend says,—by one of these sealed 
warrants. | 


Madame de Ste. Hermine preferred to remain in Louisiana, 
and she spent her life there engaged in charitable works. She 
became with the passing of time a legendary figure and material 
for the pens of Louisiana authors. Chief of these was the late 
Grace King, historian and writer of Louisiana, who incorporated 
the life of this Colonial lady in a novel called La Dame de Ste. 
Helene. 

So much that is legendary and mysterious has been woven 
around her, that it is most fortunate indeed that the late Henry 
P. Dart found and had translated the last will and testament of 
La Dame de Ste. Hermine. This document proves conclusively 
that she came to Louisiana, lived there and died there during the 
French regime, all other statements to the contrary. Even her 
residence is noted, where she lived with the Widow Joseph in St. 
Philip Street in New Orleans. It was here that the notary Garic 
found her in a room next to the small parlor, sick of body but 
sound of mind, memory and understanding. She requested him 
to set down her last will, and thereupon dictated to him her testa- 
ment in the presence of five witnesses, in accordance with the 
Law of Louisiana, disposing of her property and freeing the 
mulatto slave Francois, the twelve-year-old son of her negress 

Having no legitimate heirs in the Colony, the residue of her 
estate, after all debts were paid, Madame de Ste. Hermine left 
to the deserving poor of her parish. But she excluded the Alms-. 
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House of New Orleans, and one wonders why, for legend has it 
that there was no charity worthy of the name to which she did 
not contribute. However, she left it to the decision of her Pastor 
and the Church-wardens to designate and select those most needy. 
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TESTAMENT OF MADAME STE. HERMINE* 


On this day, October 21, 1765, at four o’clock in the 
afternoon, at the request of Madame Marie Laure de Ste. 
Hermine, I, the undersigned Notary Royal of the province 
of Louisiana, residing in New Orleans, together with the 
witnesses hereinbelow named and undersigned, repaired 
to the residence of Madame Joseph, widow, situated on 
St. Philip street in this city, where Madame Ste. Hermine 
resides, and upon reaching the said residence I entered a 
room next to a small parlor, and I found therein the said 
Madame Ste. Hermine lying on her bed, sick in body but 
of sound mind, memory and understanding, who requested 
me to receive at once her last will, and she dictated her 
testament as follows: 


First, as a member of the Catholic Apostolic and 
Roman Church, and knowing that she must depart this 
life and that the hour of death is uncertain, she recom- 
mended her soul to God and to the Holy Virgin, and 
prayed all the Saints to intercede for her with Our Lord 
Jesus Christ so that she might be received amongst the 
blessed ones in the Celestial Court when God will dispose 
of her; and she further stated that she wanted her testa- 
mentary executor hereinafter named to bury her in the 
Cemetery of this Parish-in the simplest manner possible; 


Item, she wanted and intended that all debts be paid 
and all wrongs be repaired, should there be any found; 


Item, as she is independent and is in the full enjoy- 
ment of her rights, with no legitimate heirs in this colony, 
she bequeathed all the balance of her property, after her 
debts have been paid, to the deserving poor of this parish, 
with the exclusion of the Alms-House (La Maison de 
Charité) of this city, the said poor to be designated and 
selected by the Reverend Pastor of this parish and by the 
Church-wardens (Marguilliers). 

And for the execution of the present testament she 
appointed, dictated, made, and created Sieur Mattil, mer- 
chant of this city, whom she prayed to kindly accept the 
trust and to give her this last proof of friendship. 


The foregoing represents all her last will and she said 
that she had nothing else to declare; the whole was read: 


* From Archives Department, Louisiana State Museum, the Cabildo, New Orleans, No. 9140, 


2 pp.: 79034-79035; dated October 21, 1765. Translated in full by G. Lugano. 
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and read over again several times to her in the presence 
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of Sieur Connard called Laforet and of Sieur Revoille, . 


merchant, residing in this city,:and she told me that she 
understood it well and that it set forth her last wishes: 
made, dictated and expressed in the aforesaid residence 
and room on the said day and in the said month and year; 
and she signed together with the aforenamed witnesses 
and me, undersigned Notary. 


(Signed) : 


ALORGE ST. HERMINE, 
CONNARD—REVOIL, temoins (witnesses), 
GARIC, NRE. (Notary). 


And immediately after having signed, the said 
Madame Alorge de Ste. Hermine declared to me and to 
the aforesaid witnesses that she intended and wanted a 
certain mulatto called Francois, twelve years of age, son 
of Marie, her negress, to enjoy the freedom and privileges 
of the free people, subject to the discretion and approval 
of the Governor and Ordonnateur; and this is what she 
wanted to add to her testament in the form of a codicil, 
and what she dictated to me in the presence of the said 
witnesses: done at the said place in said year and hour 
and she signed with the witnesses and me, Notary. 


(Signed) : 
ALORGE ST. HERMINE, | 
CONNARD—REVOIL, temoins (witnesses), 
GARIC, NRE. (Notary). 

[Signatures in margin of first page]: 

DEVERGES—DE REGGIO—DUCROS. 
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‘A SALE OF REAL PROPERTY IN LOUISIANA IN 1769 


Edited by the late HENRY P. DART 


The act of sale of real property from Augustin Chantalou to 


Jacques Enoul de Livaudais fils, with cancellation of a mortgage 
securing the same, is interesting in that it shows the form of acts 
of sale of that late period of the French era. 


ACT OF SALE By CHANTALOU To LIVAUDAIS* 


Before the Notary Royal of the province of Loui- 
siana, residing in New Orleans, in the presence of the 
undersigned witnesses, personally appeared Mr. Augustin 
Chantalou, residing near this city, who, by these presents, 
acknowledged and confessed to have this day sold, trans- 
ferred, abandoned and delivered from date and for ever, 
with warranty against all troubles, dowers, donations, 
debts, mortgages, evictions, substitutions, alienations and 
any other and whatsoever encumbrance in general: 


To Mr. Jacques Esnoul de Livaudais fils (Jr.), a half- 
pay officer, living in this colony, who also appeared and 
signified his acceptance in his own behalf and in behalf 
of his heirs and assigns, a certain tract of land and plan- 
tation, together with all buildings thereon, situated one 
league ‘above this city and on this side of the River, ad- 
joining on one side the plantation belonging to the succes- 
sion of the late Delino and on the other side the planta- 
tion of Mr. de Lahoussaye, measuring eleven arpents and 
a half frontage by the depth specified in detail in the act 
executed before the undersigned Notary between Mr. Le 
Marquis and the said Vendor, the whole being well known 
to the Purchaser in its present condition, together with 
all appurtenances, without any reservation or retention, 
except the use of the residence for the present and current 
year; 

And together with the foregoing, the said Vendor 
transferred and abandoned from date to the said Pur- 
chaser twenty-five head of negro slaves named as follows: 
Laurent, his wife Amarante and their children Francois, 
Margueritte and Pélagie; Raimond, his wife Jeannette 


* Archives Department, Louisiana State Museum, the Cabildo, New Orleans, No. 2409, 4 
pp.: unnumbered; dated March 3, 1769. Translated in full by G. Lugano. 


| | 
é 


A Sale of Real Property in Louisiana in 1769 


and their children Marie, Fachonette, Genevieve, Félicité 
and Alexandre; Pierrot, his wife Catherine and their chil- 
dren Toinette, Charlot, Jacques and Pélagie; Cézard, 
Goué, René, J acob, negroes of the N ago tribe ; Angélique 
and Manon negresses ; 

And also one hundred barrels of corn on the cob and 
the tools and implements used by the negroes; 

The whole to be enjoyed and disposed of by the said 
Purchaser, his heirs and assigns as a property lawfully 
belonging to him, the deed to which was delivered to him; 


The present sale, cession, transfer and abandonment 
was made for the price of forty-five thousand livres, pay- 
able as follows, namely: four thousand seven hundred 
five Livres in cash, that Sieur de Livaudais promised and 
bound himself to pay to Sieur Garic, or at the latter’s 
order, in discharge of the said Vendor and in settlement 
of what the latter might owe to the Registry; the sum of 
nine thousand livres in the form of two thousand pounds 
of indigo, good and marketable merchandise according to 
judgment of experts, to be delivered within the first eight 
days of November next to said Sieur Chantalou, in this 
city, or to the bearer of a certified copy of these presents 
and of his order; an equal amount of nine thousand livres 
in the form of two thousand additional pounds of indigo, 
also good and marketable merchandise according to judg- 


ment of experts, to be delivered, as hereinabove stated, 


within the same term in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy; an equal amount of nine thousand livres 
in the form of two thousand additional pounds of indigo 
to be delivered within the same term and under the same 
conditions in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-one; an equal sum in the form of a similar quan- 
tity and quality of indigo, as hereinabove stated, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred seventy-two; and finally 
the sum of four thousand two hundred ninety-five livres 
in the form of nine hundred eighty-four pounds of similar 
indigo, under the same clauses and conditions, in full pay- 
ment and final settlement, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred seventy-three, no extension being allowed for 
delivery ; and in security whereof the said Purchaser, Sieur 
de Livaudais, granted a mortgage on all his property, 
movable and immovable, present and future; and granted 
a special and privileged mortgage on all the property 
presently sold, which shall not be disposed of, pledged or 
alienated except for the purpose of the above payments; 
and the said Purchaser elected his domicile on the said 
plantation, where he agreed that all acts required and 
necessary for the execution of these presents shall be 
passed. Done at New Orleans in the Notarial Office on 
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March 3, 1769, in the morning, in the presence of Sieurs 
Henry Gardrat, clerk of the Registry, and Francois Gou- 
deau, competent witnesses, residing here; and the con- 
tracting parties and the undersigned Notary signed after 
reading of these presents. 


(Signed) : 
F. Goudeau; Chantalou ; 


Livaudais fils (Jr.) ; Henry Gardrat. 
Garic, Nre. (Notary). 


[Signatures in margin of first page]: Devergés; Ducros. 


[Note in SPANISH in margin of first page]: Pur- 
chaser’s obligation set forth in this document was can- 
celled to the extent of twenty-six thousand nine hundred 
seven livres by act executed before me on this same date. 
New Orleans, July 23, 1780. Given under my hand. 


(Signed): Rodriguez. - 


CONSULS OF SPAIN IN NEW ORLEANS, 1804-1821 


By STANLEY FAYE 


Spain ceded Louisiana to France. Until France gave as- 
surance that she herself would not in turn cede the province to any 
power except Spain, King Charles IV refused to order the trans- 
fer. France gave the desired promise. On October 15, 1802, Don 
Carlos issued his Royal Order. 


Within seven months France ceded Louisiana to the United 
States. Spain protested, both to the government of Napoleon and 
to the government of Jefferson. Under compulsion of French 
threats Don Carlos ceased his protests and renounced his opposi- 
tion to the cession of Louisiana. Yet he did not concede the law- 
fulness of the French cessidn. To establish a consulate in Lou- 
isiana as in a foreign land would have been to acknowledge an 
accomplished fact. As long as Don Carlos remained king of Spain 
no Spanish consul existed within the borders of his old province. 


Terms of the Spanish treaty of cession and of other treaties 
between Spain and France were such that the king dared not 
cancel his order of October 15, 1802. To make formal delivery 
of the province he sent to New Orleans in the year 1808 the Mar- 
qués de Casa Calvo. This former resident of the city effected 
the transfer to France and witnessed the subsequent transfer to 
the United States. He remained there until mid-October of 1805. 
Then he went on a four-months’ visit to Texas and western Lou- 
isiana and returned to New Orleans only a few days after the 
departure of the last lingering Spanish official. Thus until Casa 
Calvo bade his final good-bye to New Orleans on February 15, 
1806, Spain’s interests were not without official representation in 
the former provincial capital.’ 


One year earlier Casa Calvo had become convinced that Spain’s 
interests had fallen into danger. Fray Antonio de Sedella, Capu- 
chin pastor of New Orleans, already had decided to return to Spain. 
In order that that most loyal of Spaniards might continue to exert 
the influence of the Spanish Church on behalf of Don Carlos, Casa 


Dunbar Rowland. Official Letter Books of W. OC. CO. Claiborne, 1801-18. | 
Jackson, Miss., 1917), 196. 265. of 16 (6 vols.; 
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Calvo persuaded him to remain.2 Remain he did and weathered 
the storm of opposition that enemies of his king immediately raised 
about him. That the lack of an enterprising consul might not 
too greatly be felt, Fray Antonio did not delay*® in establishing 
himself as a secret agent for the Spanish government. In this duty 
he continued for fifteen years. He made himself to be a tower 
of strength for the despairing men whom Spain named to New 
Orleans in after years as her official representatives. 


New Orleans needed nevertheless the services of an accredited 
Spanish officer. Therefore, even before Casa Calvo’s journey. to 
Texas, Fray Antonio sent a petition to the Spanish legation in 
Philadelphia. For the office of consul he recommended Jean- 
Batiste-Victor Castillon. 

This young man could claim as his chief distinction his suc- 
cess in marrying a wealthy and middle-aged widow, whose first 
husband had been the patron of Fray Antonio and of the Church 
in New Orleans. In the troublous days of March, 1805, Castillon 
had endeared himself to the Spanish friar by supporting the cause 
of the King against the American and French Republican oppo- 


gition.* 


Fray Antonio’s petition had much of its intended effect. The 
Marqués de Casa Yrujo, Spanish minister to the United States, 
under date of March 4, 1806, authorized Castillon to act in New 
Orleans as special commissioner in succession to the departed 
Casa Calvo. Upon receipt of his commission the young man assumed 
the duties of consular agent and the courtesy title of consul.° He 
employed as his secretary Angel Benito de Ariza,* a former clerk 
of the Navy Department in Spain.’ 

The next twelve months proved to be a difficult period for 
three well-meaning royalists inexperienced in intrigue. The Burr 
conspiracy, a recrudescence of religious troubles, the machinations 
of the new French consul, the non-importation act, followed one 
another in bewildering haste. Loyal but uncomprehending 
Spaniards in New Orleans became aware of strange conduct on 
the part not only of Castillon but even of Fray Antonio, and they 


on ian aaeere General de Indias, Papeles de Cuba, Legajo 179, Casa Calvo to Caballero, March 


Archive General de Operaciones de Guerra, Notas Diplomfticas, v. 1, 
Sedella to Onis, December 29, 181 


*AGI, PdeC. Legajo 1710, aad to Garibay, July 20, 1809. 
8 AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1710, Castillon to Someruelos, March 5, 1807. 
* AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1898, Onis to Pizarro, Nov. 22, 1818. 
7 AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1900, Fatio to the Captain-General, April 16, 1817. 
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forwarded their suspicions overseas. Then it became known that 
Castillon had been using the facilities of his office for his own 
financial benefit. Under date of August 4, 1807, the Spanish 
minister appointed as his successor José Vidal, a resident of New 
Orleans, former captain in the Spanish militia. Under date of 
August 5 he ordered Castillon to relinquish his duties and to sur- 
render to Vidal all documents in his possession relating to the 
special commissien. 

Castillon refused to obey. In the first place, he said, the Marqués 
de Casa Yrujo two months before the date of the order had resigned 
his office (to accept appointment as ambassador to Milan) and 
therefore had given up his authority over employees of the legation. 
In the second place the consular commission possessed no docu- 
ments, since Castillon by virtue of that commission had been 
carrying on business and correspondence only as a private agent 
of importers and exporters. Until the end of the year 1807, when 
pressure was exerted upon the commissioner by the captain- 
general who governed Cuba, New Orleans enjoyed the presence 
of two rival Spanish consular agents.°® 


In the following year Captain Vidal had to divide his newly 
asserted authority with another rival, the French consul. For in 
the summer of 1808 the French emperor Napoleon deposed the 
Spanish Bourbon dynasty, seized for himself as much of Spain 
as his armies could occupy, and appointed his brother Joseph as 
king of the conquered realm. Local governments in the unoccupied 
southern provinces soon formed a united government, the Supreme 
Central Junta of Spain and the Colonies, which won recognition 
in Cuba and Mexico if not everywhere in Spanish South America. 


To guard American interests of Spanish loyalists the new 
Spanish government appointed a new minister to the United States. 
So in early October of 1809 the Chevalier Don Luis de Onis took | 
over official duties in Philadelphia from the consul-general whom 
Casa Yrujo had left as chargé. Now with Don Carlos abated, 
no reason appeared why a consul should not be sent to New Orleans. 
For such duty Onis chose Diego Morphy, long experienced as vice- 
consul in Charleston. Before the end of the month Onis learned 
that reason did exist why New Orleans should not yet have a 
Spanish consul. The United States government, keeping to a theory 


® AGI, PdeO, Legajo 1710, Vidal to Pérez, July 17, Vidal to Garibay, July 20, 1809. 
® AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1710, Castillon to Someruelos, Nov. 12, Vidal to Someruelos, Nov. 26, 
to Castillon, Dec. 12, 1807. 
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of neutrality, refused to recognize the Supreme Central Junta and 
it authority “because,” said Onis, “Joseph Bonaparte holds a few 
towns in Spain.” It refused to recognize Onis as minister or as 
more than a commercial agent. Therefore it could not recognize 
his appointee as consul. With the title of Spanish consul but in 
the eyes of President Madison only as a commercial agent like 
Onis, Diego Morphy reached New Orleans early in February 
of 1810.%° 


At Cap Francois in the French colony of Haiti, just beyond 
the line of Spanish Santo Domingo, Diego Morphy had married 
Mary Creagh in 1789. He entered the Spanish governmental 
service in 1792 and as early as 1799 was vice-consul in Charleston." 
Mary Creagh died in Charleston leaving three infants, and in the 
same town Morphy married Louise Peyre, by whom he had four 
children.?? 


The consulate created for Morphy in New Orleans rated an 


income of three thousand dollars a year," charged like other 


legation income against the viceroyalty of Mexico and intended 
to cover all consulate expenses. This income was not always 
received on time, and the cost of living was high in New Orleans. 
Funds were lacking there for aid to distressed Spanish mariners 
and even for procedure in the courts necessary to protect — 
property rights. 

Private difficulty decreased a little when the consul’s 20-year- 
old son and namesake, so well Americanized in Charleston that he 
wrote Spanish with ungrammatical results, was put on the payroll 
as consulate secretary. Even with such addition from the three 
thousand dollars a year Morphy had barely enough money to 
support himself, his wife and the six sons and daughters whom 


he brought with him to New Orleans and the seventh who com- 


pleted his household in 1812. When in the year 1810 two Spanish 
warships visited New Orleans at the same time, the consul and his 
lady felt constrained to invite all the ship’s officers to dinner. As 
thanks they received indirectly the complaints of their late guests, 
scandalized by the meagerness of the best fare that Spain’s consul 
could set before them.'* When Morphy died in 1813 the value of 


10 AGI, PdeO, Legajo 1708, 97 = Someruelos, Oct. 12, Oct. 31, Nov. 4, 1809, ° 
1710, Morphy to Someruelos, Feb. Legaj 


11 AGI, Legajo 1710, 8 


ouisiana rte, 5 83; AGI, 1710, Morphy to Someru Dec. 
1810, Legajo 1836, 6 Apodaca, Sept. 12, 6, 


18 AGM, Historia, Notas v. Fatio to the Viceroy, Oct. 7, 1815. 
14 AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1710, Morphy to Someruelos, Dec. 6, 1810. 
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his estate exactly equalled the value of the dowry that Mary Creagh 
had brought to him twenty-four years before.*® 


Novel problems awaited the official upon his arrival in New 
Orleans in February of 1810. The British navy was just then 
completing its seizure of the French West Indies.‘* French col- 
onial privateers, commissioned to raid the commerce of Spain, 
sought refuge in New Orleans when their four-months commis- 
sions ran out. Finding scant welcome there they turned to piracy 
on the Gulf and to a port of their own in the marshes west of the 
Mississippi mouths. Much of Morphy’s energies were devoted in 
the next three years to reclaiming Spanish property, vessels and 
cargoes, that pirates and privateersmen brought to the coast.’ 

Morphy entered local politics in the first Louisiana state elec- 
tion of 1812. To prevent the election of the French Republican 
anti-Spanish candidate that New Orleans preferred for the gov- 
ernorship the Spanish consul worked successfully to help elect 
the conservative Anglo-American candidate.*® | 


Late in August of 1813 Morphy fell ill. He died about the 
end of the month. The commandant of Spanish Pensacola asked 
Pedro Marin Argote of New Orleans to act as consular agent 
(consul interino) pending a new appointment from the legation. 
On October 18 Argote announced his appointment ad interim by 
letter to the captain-general of Cuba.”° 


Already the legation had named Diego Morphy, Jr., to succeed 
his late father, but as vice-consul. On the first of December 
young Morphy informed Havana that he had received his com- 
mission and had assumed his office.”! As consulate secretary 
appointed Francisco Martinez Pizarro.”” 


The vice-consul, like the late consul, struggled in a situation 
that was interrupted only for a few months in 1814 and 1815 by 
concluding events of the War of 1812. The situation grew worse | 
in the months next following. New Orleans became the head- 
quarters of a band of “Mexican insurgents” (Anglo-Americans, 
French creoles, even a Mexican or two) who were preparing to 


15 Louisiana Reports, 5 Martin 83. 
16 Louisiana Gazette, April 7, 1810. 


17 David D. Porter, Memoir of Commodore David 79-80; AGI, PdeC, 
Legajo 1710, correspondence of 1810, Legajo 1828, Morphy to A -11, 1813. 


18 AGI, Indiferente General, Legajo 146-3-8, Onis to Luyando, June 8, 1814. 

1° AGI, PdeO, Legajo 1815, Sedella to Apodaca, Aug. 27, 1813. 

20 AGI, PdeO, Legajo, 1886, Argote to Apodaca, Oct. 18, 1813. 

21 AGI, PdeO, Legajo 1886, Morphy to Apodaca, Dec. 1, 1813. 

22 AGM, Historia, OdeG, Notas DiplomAticas, v. 2, declaration of José Pefia; Sept. 30, 1816. 
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- liberate Texas and the rest of the Mexican viceroyalty from rule 
by the newly restored Bourbon dynasty of Spain.2 On Christmas 


night of 1816 insurgents grouped themselves silently behind Mor- 
phy’s box at the theater. Morphy thought it discreet to retire to 
his own house.*4 


In the following April one leader among the acai beat 


--Morphy with a cane in the Exchange Coffee House.* The state 


prosecuting attorney refused to take action against the offender 
even though for more than a year past?* the Spanish minister and 
therefore his consuls had been recognized as such by the govern- 
ment in Washington.. On May 1 Morphy announced in the news- 
papers that his vice-consulate would be closed until justice should 
be done him.?7 A judge of the state Supreme Court, who was not 
unknown in insurgent councils, construed this announcement as 
contempt of court.and brought Morphy before him, but accepted a 
formal disclaimer of intent.?8. This affair passed off with less cost 
to Morphy than did two duels that he fought later to defend the 
honor of his official position.” 

Relief for Morphy was on the way to New Orleans even ahdile 
the vice-consul stood before the bar of the justice that he had 
claimed in vain. On May 6 Felipe Fatio arrived in New Orleans 
with a commission as consul to succeed Diego Morphy, Jr.*° 

The new official was a member of a family well known then as 
now in the vicinity of St. Augustine, where the name was pro- 
nounced as if written “Facio.’*! As a married man with one son, 
Francisco José, he had come from Spanish East Florida to the 
United States in 1794. Although he held successively the titles of 
vice-consul for the states of Pennsylvania,** Georgia and South 
Carolina,** he never occupied any one of those charges, but re- 
mained at the legation from 1794 until 1810 as commercial at- 


taché. 


23 Olaiborne’s Official Letter Books, VI., 359; A Histori lomA&ticas, 
24 AGI, PdeG, Legajo 1874, Masot to Cienfuegos, Jan..11, 1817. 
25 AGI, PdeC, Legajo, Onis to Apodaca, May 1, 1817; New York Advertiser, semi- 
weekly, May 24, 1817. 
26 AGM, Historia, OdeG, Notas DiplomA&ticas, v. 1, Onis to we Viceroy, Dec. 21, 1815. 
27 Courier de la Louisiane, May 2, 1817. 
28 Kentucky Gazette, June 28, 1817. 
AGI, PdeC, Legaje 1898, Onis to-Pizarro, Dec. 2, 1818. | 
80 AGI, PdeC, Legajé 1900, Fatio to Cienfuegos, May 10, 1817. 
$1 AGI, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, Legajo 86-5-21, Zespedes to Bernardo de GAlvez, 
April 28, 1785, Sumaria. as 
$2 AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1708, Yrujo to Someruelos, May 27, 1801. 
838 AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1708, Onis to Someruelos, Nov. 4, 1809. 
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In that latter year and again in 1812*° Fatio went on missions 
to the City of Mexico. There and in Vera Cruz he remained until 
late in 1816.°* In the previous year, when it was believed that he 
had brought his duties in Mexico almost to an end, the Philadelphia 
legation had commissioned him as consul to succeed Vice-Consul 
Diego Morphy in New Orleans. Fray Antonio and his closest 
friends, upon learning of this appointment, introduced themselves’ 
by letter to the new agent, who might better than the inexperienced 
vice-consul protect the royalist interest in Louisiana and there- 
fore in Mexico.*? The worried group in New Orleans included Juan 
Mariano Picornell, who for twenty years** had been a philosophi- 
cal revolutionist in both Americas, Juan Francisco Rod6én, an im- 
port-and-export merchant who even had money to lend to the con- 
sulate in time of need,®® and Angel Benito de Ariza, who was in a 
small way a merchant in the same trade and who once had been 
secretary to the consular agent Castillon. Ariza happened to be 
in Havana when Fatio stopped there on his way from Vera Cruz 
to New Orleans. Fatio brought him home as a special secretary 
under the secret-service symbol of No. 45 and at a salary of one 
hundred dollars a month.*® 


On May 7, the day after his arrival in New Orleans, Fatio took 
charge of the consulate. On May 8 he took charge of the Spanish 
secret service, for the benefit of which Havana had accredited him 
with what seemed an ample supply of funds. The tentative 
schemes that Fray Antonio and other friends had been carrying 
out, sometimes with unlooked for success, against “Mexican insur- 
gents” in New Orleans the new consul developed into an elaborate 
system of plot and counterplot that lives to-day in all but unre- 
cognizable form in romantic traditions of the Gulf coast.** His 
war on the insurgents quickly became so effective that to protect 
himself from attack he thought necessary a negro bodyguard.*” 
Although Fatio’s work of intrigue came in the course of time to an 
indifferent ending, his loyalty and perseverance gained for him 
the approval of the Spanish government. In June of 1819 King 


85 AGM, Historia, OdeG, Notas DiplomAticas, v. 3, Onis to the Viceroy, Sept. 16, 1815. 

4 Same, v. 1, the Viceroy to Onis, March 1, Fatio to the Viceroy, June 28, 1816. 

37 Same, v. 3, Fatio to the Viceroy, Dec. 13, Rodén to Fatio, Sept. 14, 1815. 

88 Felipe Larrazabal, Vida y correspondencia general del libertador Simén Bolivar (2 vols.; 
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Ferdinand VII granted him a decoration, the Cross of Isabel the 
Catholic.** 


To aid Ariza in the seceet werk of the consulate, Fatio em- 
ployed both Juan Francisco Rodén and Pablo Radén,** the latter 
of whom remained as junior secretary into the next consular ad- 
ministration.** Diego Morphy, crippled from his duels, acted in 
New Orleans as an adviser until September of 1818, when com- 
missions were received there for three vice-consuls: Morphy to 
Natchez, Mississippi; Felix Trudeau to Natchitoches, Louisiana; 
and Juan Gualberto de Ortega to St. Louis, Missouri.** Picornell 
was absent from New Orleans in the winter of 1817-18.47 Fatio 
impressed Juan and Pablo Rodé6n into service to carry out intrigues 
that Picornell had helped to begin. Ariza, like his former chief 
Castillon, used his position at the consulate to make money for 
himself and was separated from the royal service.*® Picornell re- 
turned to New Orleans and was attached to the consulate until 
June of 1819, when he went to the quarantine station down the 
river to act there as medical director.* 


Extraordinary duties at the consulate came almost to an end 
in the year 1820, but Felipe Fatio did not live to be sure that his 
efforts to save half a continent for his King had been all in vain. 
On January 26, 1820, he fell ill; early in the morning of February 
4 he died. The senior secretary, Nicolas José de Villavaso, took 
charge of the consulate.*° The legation in 1821 appointed as Fa- 
tio’s successor Antonio Argote Villalobos, vice-consul at Charles- 
ton,®! former vice-consul at Norfolk."? 


43 AGI, PdeC, Legajo 1945, Fatio to Cienfuegos, Sept. 4, 1819. 
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“OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE WEST FLORIDA REVOLU- 
| TION AND REPUBLIC 


Edited by JAMES A. PADGETT 


INTRODUCTION 


One of the most interesting and unique events in all American 
history is the movement known as the West Florida Revolution 
of 1810. History has scarcely afforded a parallel to the acts of 
those brave pioneers who, aided by a few filibusters and United 
States soldiers, defied the Spanish nation and struck for their in- 
dependence. It is impossible to tell what would have been the 
result of their revolution had not the United States within a few 
weeks after their declaration of independence taken control of the 
country. It cannot be believed that this Tom Thumb Republic 
could have existed as an independent nation of the world, but their 
acts of audacity, bravery, and daring read more like fiction than 
history. 

The first convention of the West Florida leaders may be 
termed their revolutionary convention. It was in session from 
July 25 to August 29, 1810, convening at St. John’s Plains and 
removing later to Baton Rouge. During these thirty-six days the | 
proceedings were more in the nature of a revolutionary congress 
than of a convention for the purpose of framing a new govern- 
ment. They attempted to work out some system by which they 
could retain the Spanish officials and preserve their allegiance to 
Spain, but still have their own legislative body for the protection 
of their liberties. This plan proved unworkable because of the re- 
fusal of the Spanish officials to cooperate with the revolutionary 
leaders. A second convention was then assembled at St. Francis- 
ville on September 22, 1810, later removing to Baton Rouge. It 
remained in session, intermittently, until October 28, 1810. This 
convention was merely the old convention reassembled after it be- 
came evident that the people could not come to terms with the 
Spanish officials of West Florida. It contained the same members 
and they took up their work where they had left off more than 
three weeks before. This convention declared the independence 
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of West Florida, framed a constitution and set ‘up a government 
very similar to that of the United States. st 


The new government for the Florida Republic, under their 
constitution, began on November 19, 1810, when the Legislature 
met in St. Francisville, elected Fulwar Skipwith to the chief exe- 
cutive position, and- proceeded to legislate.for the public welfare. 
However, the activities of this new government lasted only three 
weeks, as its existence came to an end on December 10, 1810, after 
the region had passed under the control of the United States. 


The official records of all these proceedings are hereinafter 
printed, being transcribed from manuscript copies in the Manu- 
script Division of the Library of Congress. They consist of the 
following: (1) Journal of the Proceedings of the Revolutionary 
Convention, July 25 to August 29, 1810; (2) Journal of the Con- 
stitutional Convention, September 22 to October 28, 1810; (3) 
Journal of the Senate of West Florida, November 19 to December 
10, 1810; (4) Journal of the House of Representatives of West 
Florida, November 19 to December 10, 1810; and (5) Miscella- 
neous Documents connected with the West Florida Revolution and 
the Republic, relating chiefly to business affairs. 


In preparing these documents for publication the editor has 
endeavored to make an exact copy of the originals, preserving the 
orthography, punctuation, etc. The Editor of the Louisiana His- 

cal Quarterly has supplied many of the footnotes, and made 
some minor rearrangements to improve the form of the documents. 


[JOURNAL OF THE REVOLUTIONARY CONVENTION]! 
From 25 July to 29 Augt. 1810 36 Days 


St. John’s Plains, Wednesd[ay July 25th]? 


This being the time ap[pointed for] the convention of the 
repre[sentatives] of the Jurisdiction of the [Governor] in 
West Florida the fi[rst assembly] elected by the people of the 
[district] having powers and Instructifons to meet] at Baton- 
Rouge or where he may [designate “to] Confer with him on the 
existing grifevances] to which the people and their [property is 


1 West Florida Papers, Library of Congress. This is‘ the journal of the preliminary or 
“revolutionary” convention, which sought only redress of grievances and reform under Spanish 
authority, until the Spanish officials were found to be conniving to bring troops from Pensacola 
to put down the “‘insurrection’’. 

2 Parts of the first and second pages of the manuseri have baer torn away, and the sec- 
tions a brackets have been supplied from the context ad Editor of the Lowisiana’ Historical 
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exposed,] to adopt the most efficient m[easures and] devise the 
most efficient pl[an for: the safety] of: this Province and to give 
[effect to the] Laws”—Viz: from the District of [New Feliciana] 
John H. Johnson,? William Barrow,‘ John [Mills,]5 and John 
Rhea,*°—From the District of Baton-Rouge Philip Hicky,’ Thomas 
Lilley,? Manuel Lopez,® John Morgan,?® and Edmund Haws,"— 


* John Hunter Johnson, son of Isaac Johnson, one of the early English settlers in West 
Florida, and father of Isaac Johnson who was the governor of Louisiana from 1846 to 1850, 
was a prominent resident and militia officer in the New Feliciana district in 1810. He took 
the lead in working up the movement for the convention and was later made commander at 
Bayou Sara. He was a member of the committee of public safety which carried on the govern- 
ment and drafted the constitution; was a member of the committee of five to administer the 

ernment until the new constitution could be put into operation; was elected a member of the 
ouse of representatives of the new republic from his district, and was chosen speaker of that 
bodv but resigned on December 4, 1810, when the legislature voted to move from St. Francisville 
to Baton Rouge.—Isaac Joslin Cox, The West Florida Controversy, 1798-1813, 324, 338, 365, 
393, 397, 408, 421, 428, 432, 500; Stanley Clisby Arthur, The Story of the West Florida Re- 
bellion, 32, 37, 59, 102, 123, 124, 127, 128, 186, 149, 152-153. 


‘William Barrow, one of the four delegates from the district of New Feliciana elected when 
more than 500 men assembled at Egypt plantation, was from North Carolina and had lived near 
Bayou Sara for nine years prior to the revolution. He had become wealthy and influential and 
was not molested by the Spanish officials, although they knew that he was pro-American. Early 
in 1810 he saw the revolution coming and urged American intervention. After serving in the 
convention he was elected a member of the house of representatives in the new republic, in which 
he took a Iéading part. The Barrow family are still prominent in the Feliciana region.—Cox, 
op. cit., 338, 340, 364, 418, 428, 536; Arthur, op. cit., 37, 50, 101, 124, 127, 128. 


5 John Mills had been a resident of the Feliciana district for many years prior to the 
revolution of 1810. At the meeting at St. John’s Plains, between Baton Rouge and St. Francis- 
ville (Bayou Sara), he was made chairman of the committee of five to call another meeting in 
August, 1810. He was also a member of the committee of five to operate the government until 
the new constitution could be put into force. He acted as one of the naval agents of the West 
Florida republic, in which capacity he advocated buying s on credit and selling them at 
auction at a discount for cash, in order to raise funds to finance the revolutionary government. 
He acted as a messenger for Reuben Kemper and others with the government of West Florida, 
and was altogether one of the most active leaders of the revolutionary movement.—Cox, op. cit., 
360, 428, 431, 435, 465; Arthur, op. cit., 17, 37, 101, 128. 


* John Rhea had been in Feliciana for many years or to 1810. In 1802 he had a store 
in partnership with Cochran on the road leading from Baton Rouge to St. Francisville (Bayou 
Sara). He had married a daughter of the French emigré De Raoul, and in addition to being 
a perous merchant and planter was also an alcalde under the Spanish regime. Being elected 
4 Scieanie to the revolutionary convention at the meeting at Egypt plantation, he was unanimously 
elected president of the convention when it assembled. After the establishment of the independent 
republic of West Florida, he was elected senator from New Feliciana, and served as president of 
the senate dpring the brief duration of the legislature. He may be regarded as one of the most 
important ledders of the revolutionary movement. On January 19, 1811, he was appointed judge 
of Feliciana by Governor Claiborne of the Orleans Territory.—Arthur, op. cit., 28, 37, 49-52, 
101-102, 112-114, 122-123, 128, 149, 152: Cox, op. cit., 416. 


7 The family of Philip Hickey moved to West Florida when England owned that province, 
and remained there after Spain regained it. His father was Daniel Hickey of Ennis, County 
Clare, Ireland, and his mother was Martha Schrivner of Worcestershire, England. They came 
to West Florida about 1775, and Philip was born at Manchac on June 17, 1778. He married 
Ann Mather, sister of George Mather, Sr.. and aunt of George Mather, Jr., two other important 
leaders in the revolutionary movement. He was active throughout the revolution, and was often 
used as a messenger; and he served as the treasurer of the West Florida republic. He was one 
of the last survivors of the revolutionary leaders, and has left a fine and enduring record as a 
public svirited citizen of Baten Roure —Cox, op. cit., 222, 325, 336, 337, 342, 349-351, 367, 382, 
385, 428; Arthur, op. cit., 33, 35, 101, 124, 127. 


® Thomas Lilley was a prominent resident at Springfield, where he served as a syndic under 
the Spanish regime. On December 4, 1808, he addressed a letter to Grand Pré, the commandant 
at Baton Rouge preceding De Lassus, in which he mentioned the prevailing popular unrest and 
suggested a meeting of alcaldes and syndics to discuss the best means of quieting the public mind. 
He presided over the subsequent meeting held on Thompson’s Creek in the Feliciana district, and 
he was one of the fourteen leaders in the Baton Rouge district, who signed the petition for a 
popular assembly in 1810. From this time on he seems to have despaired of gaining redress of 
grievances at the hands of the Spanish authorities, and threw in hi« lot with the revolutionists, 
of which groun he became a conservative leader.—Cox, op. cit., 318, 322, 342, 349, 358, 382, 398; 
Arthur, op. cit.. 38. 101. 


® Manuel Lopez is the only member of the convention who bore a Spanish name. He appears 
to have been in favor of reform but not of revolution. He translated certain proceedings of the 
convention into. the Spanish language, and was a sort of intermediary between the convention 
and De Lassus; but when the actions of the convention pointed to radical changes in the system 
of government, he protested against the movement and withdrew to Baton Rouge, and did not 
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from the District of St. Helena, John W. Leonard,’? Joseph 
Thomas,'* William Spiller’* and Benjamin O Williams’ and 
from the District of Tanchipaho and Chifuncté, William Coop- 
er, 

The Convention unanimously elected Mr. John Rhea Presi- 
dent and Messrs. Andrew Steele,’7 George Mather Junr.'* and 
Samuel Shaw Crocker,’® Secretaries.— 


take - oe tg in the revolution proper.—Cox, op. cit., 346, 350, 369, 882; Arthur, 
op. 

1° John Morgan was one of the fourteen signers from Baton Rouge for calling a convention, 
to which he was elected a delegate. He was appointed a member of the committee of five to 
operate the ment until the new constitution could be put into effect. He seems to have 
been an active supporter of the revolutionary movement throughout.—Cox, op. cit., 351, 428; 
Arthur, op. cit., 39, 124, 127. 

11 Edmund Hawes, a prominent resident of the Baten Rouge district, was one of the four- 
teen signers of the petition to send delegates from that district to the convention, on July 6, 1810, 
and he was elected one of the delegates. He was appointed by the convention, along with John 
H. Johnson and John W. Leonard, a member of the committee of public safety wi wer to 


draft a constitution while the convention took a recess. He took a prominent in phases 
of the revolutionary movement.—Cox, op. cit., 421; Arthur, op. cit., 39, 110, 128, 124. 
12 Jechn West Le~nard belonged to a Tory f of New York and Massachusetts. He came 


to New Orleans in 1800, and removed to the St. Helena district in 1805, where he became a 
prominent merchant and planter. He was at first an adherent of De Lassus, but the Spanish 
officials soon began to sus his loyalty and he became one of the outstanding leaders of the 
revolution. He was elec a member of the committee of public safety, which was empowered 
to draft the constitution, and after independence he was elected senator in the legislature from 
St. Helena, and was elected president pro tempore by that body.—Cox, op. cit., 346, 369, 421, 
432; Arthur, op. cit., 48, 123, 124, 135, 157. 

18 Joseph Thomas was a trusted militia lieutenant under Shepherd Brown, the commander 
in the St. Helena district, who sent him to De Lassus on the eve of the convention to learn 
whether the governor had given permission for the holding of a popular assembly. He was later 

ted a member of the house of representatives in the West a legislature from his district, 
rw ans the brief existence of that body.—Cox, op. cit., 343, 346, 350; Arthur, op. cit., 

14 William Spiller was a prominent resident of St. Helena oo, his home being one of 
the regular stations on the route from New Orleans across Lake Pontchartrain and overland to 
Natchez. He took a prominent part in the revolution, being a nted colonel of the militia of 
the St. Helena district by the convention.—Cox, op. cit., 346, 850; Arthur, op. cit., 43. 


15 Benjamin O. Williams was selected as one of the gm bane from St. Helena, but later had 
a change of heart and refused to sign the declaration of independence on September 26, 1810. 
On the day before the capture of the fort at Baton Rouge he sent in his resignation to John 
Rhea, stating that the local situation in St. Helena would no longer permit him to attend the 
sessions of the convention. He later supported the revolutionary movement and was elected a 
member of the house of representatives from St. Helena in the short-lived legislature of the 
West Florida republic.—Oox, op. cit., 346, 350; Arthur, op. cit., 48, 118, 124. 


16 William Cooper. a North Carolina Tory who had moved to West Florida, was at this 
time an adherent of Shepherd Brown. He was the only delegate to the St. John’s Plains meet- 
ing from the Tangipshoa and Chefuncte district. He opposed ing restrictions upon De Lassus 
and was opposed to the overthrow of the Spanish me. hen the actions of the convention 
were resented by the Spanish supporters, Cooper’s property was destroyed and his stock killed, 
———— because of his participation in the work of the convention.—Cox, op. cit., 349, 351, 
379, 386-387, 412; Arthur, op. cit., 43, 113, 124. : 

17 Dr. Andrew Steele was one of the outstanding leaders of the West Florida revolution. He 
was one of the fourteen signers of the Baton Rouge petition pe AE ay assembly, on July 6, 
1810. When the convention met at St. John’s Plains he was one of its secretaries. The 
convention elected him as register of land claims for the entire province, and later he became a 
very ardent yng of Fulwar Skipwith as president of the new republic. He later served as 
judge of East Baton Rouge and Feliciana.—Cox, ap. cit., 342, 346, 880, 488, 574, 578; Arthur, 
op. cit., 38, 49, 141, 149. : : | 

18 George Mather, Jr., was the son of George Mather, Sr., and the nephew of Philip Hickey. 
His grandfather. James Mather of Bochin Lane, London, had settled in British West Florida 
about 1777. and the family long remained prominent in that section. The Mathers and Hickeys 
were at first staunch supporters of the Spanish regime, but later became leaders in the revolu- 
tion when hope of reform of the Spentsh administration faded. George Mather, Jr., signed the 
daily journal of the convention unt'! after he was appointed by the convention as first major of 

militia of the district of Baton Rouge.—Oox, op. cit., 8380; Arthur, op. cit., 47, 89. 

19 Samuel Shaw Crocker, a prominent planter of Feliciana, was made one of the secretaries 
of the convention when it met at St. John’s Plains. He was one of the eighteen signers of an 
address dated St. Francisville, August 13, 1810, eo ~~ > to the convention on the eve 
While a supporter of the rev Sing was not one of the outstanding 
leaders.—Cox, op. cit., 346; Arthur, op. cit., 49, 59. 
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And a motion being made and seconded that the President 
and Secretaries form such Rules as may be proper to be observed 
by the members during the Session, and the same being agreed to, 
the Convention adjourned until tomorrow morning at nine oclock. 
George Mather Junr Secry. 


Thursday morning July 26th. 


[The Conven]tion met according to adjournment the same 
[members] present as yesterday, when the following Rules [were] 
agreed to, for the conduct to be observed [during] this Conven- 
tion, Viz:— 


[lst—A member] shall rise when about to make any motion 
or [speech,] and shall address the President.— 


[2d—No member shall] interrupt another when speaking 
[and any dispute] which may arise betwixt any [members re]- 
specting the right of speaking first, [the question on] their point 
of order, shall be decided by the [President.—] 


[8d—No motion] shall be acted on until seconded, nor [shall 
another be] made, until a previous one shall [have been acted] 
upon or withdrawn.— 


[4th—No member shall] retire during the hours of Session 
[without] leave obtained of the President.— 


5th—No personalities or indecorous language shall be used in 
debate, and the President shall silence any Member violating this 
rule.— 

6th—Every Question to be decided shall be proposed by the 
President, who shall declare it to be decided according to the votes 
of a majority of the Members, and in case of an equal division 
of the members he shall have the casting vote.— : 


7th—Every member shall attend the meeting of the conven- 
tion until the adjournment thereof by a majority of Votes, unless 
leave of absence be obtained for special reasons approved by a 
majority of the members,—but two thirds of the whole number of 
Delegates shall be a Quorum to do business.— 


8th—The hours of Session shall be from Nine oclock in the 
morning until three in the afternoon unless otherwise ordered by 
a Vote of the Convention and the proceedings of each Day signed 
by the President and one of the Secretaries.— 
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On Motion of Mr. John W. Leonard seconded by Mr. Thomas 
Lilley, it is unanimously Resolved, That it is the immediate object 
of this assembly, to promote the safety, honor, & happiness of his 
Majesty’s province of West Florida (we mean Ferdinand the 7th.) 7° 
to guard against his enemies both foreign and domestic; to punish 
wrongs and to correct abuses dangerous to the existence and pros- 
perity of the State.— 


On Motion of Mr. John W. Leonard seconded by Mr. Thomas 
Lilley it is resolved unanimously that this convention consider 
themselves legally authorized by the Decree of his Excellency 
hereto prefixed, to exercise the powers and perform the duties 
expressed in the proceedings of Yesterday. 


On Motion it is agreed that the convention do now take into 
consideration the existing greviances of the country which re- 
quire immediate redress, whereupon the following being proposed 
were unanimously agreed to Viz: 


On Motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. Haws that we con- 
sider it a greviance that while the country is a place of refuge for 
the deserters and fugitives from Justice of the neighbouring States 
& Territories, Men of character and fortune are prohibited from 
settling among us, by which means a population is daily increasing 
dangerous to the peace and safety of the country, while we have 
no increases of such as are interested in maintaining order and obe- 
dience to the Laws.— 


On Motion of Mr. Thomas seconded by Mr. Hicky resolved 
that we consider as a grievance the want or almost entire neglect 
of Laws respecting Roads, Slaves, and live-Stock of every descrip- 
tion in the country.— 


On Motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. Spiller it is or- 
dered that a committee of five members be appointed to draft a 
plan for the redress of the existing grievances and for the de- 
fense and safety of the Country; and that the said Committee 
report to the convention by Bill or otherwise.—and it is further 
ordered that the members of the said Committee be elected by 
ballot—when Messrs. John H. Johnson, Thomas Lilley, John W. 
Leonard, Philip Hicky and John Mills were duly elected.— 


20 Napoleon induced Ferdinand VII and his father, Charles IV, to come to France to settle 
a dispute over the Spanish throne. He pensioned the father and sent him to Italy, but Ferdinand 
was held a virtual agp in southern France while Napoleon placed his brother, Joseph Bona- 
parte, on the Spanish throne, though many of the Spanish subjects both in Spain and in the 
colonies remained loyal to Ferdinand VII and refused to recognize the authority of Joseph Bona- 


parte. 
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Qn Motion of Mr. Lopez seconded by Mr. Hicky resolved, 
that we consider it as a grievance, that no Fee-bills, are exhibited 
by Officers in the employment of the Government, by which neg- 
lect the Inhabitants are subjected to impositions and extravagant 
charges by many of the said officers for their services; and that 
Petitions of pressing importance, when presented are often neg- 
lected or remain for a long time unanswered.— 


On Motion of Mr. J. W. Leonard seconded by Mr. Spiller, re- 
solved, that an uniform standard of Weights and Measures, be 
established throughout this Province, and that the select Commit- 
tee determine the best mode of carrying the same into effect.— 


On Motion of J. W. Leonard, seconded by Mr. Spiller re- 
solved, that we consider the facility with which the Exiled French, 
from our Island of Cuba, have found means to introduce them- 
selves into this Province, a very serious and alarming grievance 
and that prompt measures ought to be resorted to, to prevent their 
future introduction.— 

The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
nine oclock.— 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President 


Friday, July 27th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment the same mem- 
bers present, except Mr. John H. Johnson as Yesterday.— 


On Motion of Mr. Williams seconded by Mr. Spiller resolved, 
that it is a grievance that a number of the Inhabitants who now. 
are and have been for some years past residents in this Province 
are unable to obtain Titles to lands on which they have settled by 
permission of Government; In consequence of a mistaken polity 
or design in the Officers of Government; and which lands are oc- 
cupied by Numbers of his Majesty’s subjects who are willing to 
come forward in support of the general good and defence of the 
Country. 


On Motion of Mr. Spiller seconded by Mr. Williams resolved 
that it is a grievance that there is no punishment or penalty pre- 
scribed for persons guilty of Assault and Battery, nor has any 
provision ever been made to punish the wicked slander; both of 
which Crimes pass unnoticed and they well deserve the attention 
of this Council. 
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On Motion of Mr. Hicky seconded by Mr. Lilley resolved, 
that it becomes the duty of this Province to lessen as much as pos- 
sible the burthens of the mother Country, engaged as she is at 
present in a dubious Contest for her own preservation; and that 
provision ought to be made as soon as possible for defraying the 
expences of this department of the Government from such re- 
sources as may be found within the Country, that such part of the 
national treasure as we might have a claim to hereafter for that 
purpose may be employed for more useful and important national 
objects.— 

On Motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. J. W. Leonard re- 
solved that it is the unanimous wish of this Convention to proceed 
in all our deliberations for the public welfare with the entire ap- 
probation of His Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus our present 
Governor, and that we become responsible with him to the super- 
ior authorities for the expediency of the measures which may be 
adopted with his concurence, that we engage to support him as 
our Governor with the emoluments appertaining to his present 
office, and to give him all the aid in our power in the execution 
of the duties thereof.— | 


On Motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. Lopez, resolved that 
Mr. Rhea, Mr. Leonard & Mr. Spiller be a Committee to prepare 
an address to his Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus informing 
him of the meeting of this Convention, of the resolution which 
they have adopted relative to his Excellency, of the unanimity 
which has prevailed in their deliberations; and of their intention 
to wait upon him in a body as soon as they shall have arranged 
the subjects of deliberation in such a form as they may think prop- 
er to submit to his consideration; that the committee inform his 
Excellency that this convention will this day adjourn their meet- 
ing until the 2d. Monday in August next; that a Committee will 
Continue in Session, which will be empowered to receive any Com- 
munications that his Excellency may be pleased to make; and that 
the said Committee report this afternoon.— 


On Motion of Mr. J. W. Leonard seconded by Mr. Morgan re- 
solved, that this Convention, Created by the whole body of the 
people of the Government of Baton Rouge and by the previous 
consent of the Governor, is therefore legally Constituted to act in 
all Cases of National Concern, which relate to this Province. To 
provide for the public safety; to create a revenue and by and with 


the Consent of the Governor to Create Tribunals, Civil and Crim- 
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inal; and to define their own powers relating to other Concerns 
of the Government—when to adjourn; when to meet again and 
how long to continue this Session.— 


On Motion of Mr. Hicky seconded by Mr. Thomas resolved 
that the Convention adjourn this afternoon, to meet at this place 
on the 2d. Monday in August next, to receive the report of the 
Committee appointed to draft a plan for the redress of existing 
grievances, and for the defence and safety of the Country and 
to proceed in the discharge of the other duties enjoined by their 
Constituents.— 


On motion of Mr. Lopez seconded by Mr. Lilley resolved that 
it be recommended to the Committee appointed to provide for the 
redress of existing grievances, to take into Consideration the ex- 
pediency of appointing a Counsellor well acquainted with the Laws 
of Castille and the Indies whose duty it shall be to give his opinion 
in writing to the Superior Tribunal of Justice on all important 
questions or points of Law which may arise in the discussion of 
the cases submitted to their decision.— 4 


On Motion of Mr. Spiller seconded by Mr. J. W. Leonard, 
resolved that no member of this Convention shall be arrested by 
any Civil Process during this Session or prorogation, nor when 
travelling to or from the place of meeting until a final adjourn- 
ment thereof. 


Mr. Leonard from the committee appointed to prepare an ad- 
dress to his Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus?! reported the 
following: 


21 Don Carlos de Hault de Lassus belonged to a high noble family of Flanders. His father 
came to New Orleans in 1795 on account of being exiled for complicity in a plot to deliver Havre 
to the English fleet. Don Carlos was born in France in 1764, and at the age of eighteen enlisted 
in the Spanish service. He rose rapidly and in 1793 was breveted lieutenant-colonel for bravery. 
He asked to be transferred to the Louisiana regiment so that he could follow his father, sister 
and brothers to the new world. His father was made commander at New Bourbon and he was 
commander at New Madrid on the Mississippi. From 1799 to 1804 he was the lieutenant- 

ernor of Upper Louisiana with headquarters at St. Louis. He became a colonel in 1802, and 

1804 he was the officer who delivered Upper Louisiana to the United States. Two of his 
brothers were in the Spanish service, and his sister married Pierre d’Herbigny who changed the 
spelling of his name and became governor of Louisiana in 1828 under the name of “‘Derbigny’’. 
When De Lassus became governor of Baton Rouge in 1808 he was shocked at the graft and the 
lax enforcement of the laws. When it was reported that Napoleon was to regain Louisiana from 
the United States, the West Florida settlers took matters into their own hands and demanded a 
better type of government under Spain. De Lassus pretended to approve their first actions and 
to support their measures. On August 19, 1810, he gave a dinner to the members of the conven- 
tion and the leaders of the district at his home; and the delegates gave a dinner for the governor, 
and a series of smaller dinners followed. On September 20 he gave another dinner to the mem- 
bers of the convention, but at the same time sent a request to the governor at Pensacola to for- 
ward all the troops possible to a the insurrection. When the messenger was arrested and 
De Lassus’ duplicity revealed, it to the revolution of September 21 and the subsequent cap- 
ture of the Baton Rouge fort, where De Lassus was taken prisoner. On October 16, 1810, a 
- new Captain Cook planned to release De Lassus, but was cashiered and ordered to leave West 
Florida at once. On the day that Claiborne arrived at Baton Rouge Governor Fulwar Skipwith 
freed De Lassus, who crossed the Mississippi to visit some friends residing at Pointe Coupée.— 
Arthur, op. cit., 29-31, 62, 100, 101, 106, 110, 124, 142; Cox. op. cit., 325, 333, 335, 342, 344, 
rs ose. + 361. 370, 375, 377, 382, 383, 385, 389, 393, 394, 395-400, 401, 402, 413, 508, 
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“St. Johns Plains 27th. July 1810. 


To His Excellency Don Carlos Dehault Delassus colo of the 
Royal Armies, Governor Civil & Military of the Place and Juris- 
diction of Baton Rouge &c. 


Sir, The Delegates representing the Inhabitants of the sev- 
eral Districts of the Jurisdiction under your Command in conven- 
tion assembled at this place, respectfully represent to your Excel- 
lency, that in entering upon the discharge of the duties enjoined 
upon us by our Constituents; we derive great satisfaction from 
the consideration that our meeting is sanctioned by Your appro- 
bation; and we consider it one of our first duties to thank your 
Excellency, in the name of all the good people of this Jurisdiction 
for Your attention to the wishes of the Inhabitants, and for your 
generous efforts to preserve the public tranquility in a time of 
general anxiety and alarm.— We have considered it as the im- 
mediate object of our deliberations, to promote the safety, honor 
and happiness of this part of the Dominions of our beloved King 
Ferdinand the seventh, to guard against -his enemies Foreign or 
Domestic; to punish wrongs, and correct abuses dangerous to the 
existence and prosperity of the Province; and trust that the meas- 
ures which may be adopted, will be received with indulgence by 
your Excellency, and meet your approbation and concurrence. 


In taking into consideration the existing grievances and 
dangers to which the people and their property are exposed, a 
variety of Subjects have been suggested as evils which require 
redress; but we think it unnecessary to trouble Your Excellency 
with a detail of our proceedings, of the results of our deliberations 
on this subject, in all which the greatest unanimity has prevailed, 
as it is our intention to wait on Your Excellency in a body, so soon 
as the subjects shall be arranged in such a form as may be proper 
to submit to your consideration.— One of our Resolutions how- 
ever we think it our duty at this early stage of our Meeting, to 
communicate as it stands recorded on our Journal in the follow- 
ing words.— Resolved that it is the unanimous wish of this Con- 
vention to proceed in all our deliberations for the public welfare 
with the intire approbation of his Excellency Charles Dehault De- 
lassus our present Governor, and that we become responsible with 
him to the superior authorities for the expediency of the measures 
which may be adopted with his concurrence, that we engage to 
support him as our Governor, with the emoluments appertaining 
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to his present office, and to give him all the aid in our power in 
the execution of the duties thereof. 


It is proper to inform Your Excellency that having intrusted 
to a select Committee to form a plan for the redress of the existing 
grievances, and for the defence and safety of the Country, we pro- 
pose to adjourn the Convention until the second monday in Aug- 
ust next, when it is intended to meet again at this place to re- 
ceive the report of the said Committee and proceed in the dis- 
charge of the other duties injoined by our Constituents.— In the 
mean time the said Committee consisting of Messrs. Thomas Lilley, 
John H. Johnson, John W. Leonard, Philip Hicky and John Mills, 
remaining in Session at this place will receive any communication 
which your Excellency may be pleased to make.— 


We have appointed three of our members Messrs. Philip 
Hicky, Manuel Lopez and Joseph Thomas a Committee to wait on 
Your Excellency with this address.— We pray God to preserve 
your Excellency many Years.” 


And the same being read was unanimously agreed to.— 


On Motion of Mr. Spiller seconded by Mr. Leonard, Resolved 
that Messrs. Philip Hicky, Manuel Lopez, and Joseph Thomas be 
2. committee to wait on his Excellency the Governor with the fore- 
going address.— 


On motion of Mr. Hicky seconded by Mr. Lopez resolved that 
we consider as a grievance the inconveniences arising from the 
want of a Port of entry in the Jurisdiction of Baton Rouge.— 


On motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. Hicky resolved that 
during the recess of this Convention, the President with the ad- 
vice and consent of the committee be authorised to call a meeting 
thereof, at any time when he may think it expedient.— 


The convention then adjourned until the 2d. Monday in Au- 
gust next. 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President. 


St. John’s Plains Monday August 13th. 1810. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, Present 
Messrs. John Rhea, William Barrow, John Mills, Philip Hicky, 
Thomas Lilley, Manuel Lopez, John Morgan, Edmund Haws, John 
W. Leonard, Joseph Thomas, William Spiller, Benjamin O Wil- 
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liams and William Cooper. Mr. Mills from the Committee ap- 
pointed to draft a plan for the redress of the existing grievances, 
and for the defence and safety of the Country, presented a letter 
from his Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus, together with a 
translation thereof by William Herries?? Esqr. received by the 
said Committee during the recess of the Convention which are or- 
dered to be filed with the proceedings, and the said translation to 
be entered on the Journal in the following words Viz: 


“Messrs. Thomas Lilley, John H. Johnson, John W. Leonard, 
Philip Hicky & John Mills, Commissioners named by the Gentle- 
men Deputies of the people by superior Authority. 

Gentlemen Deputies, 

Through the three Gentlemen appointed by the Deputation, 
Philip Hicky, Manuel Lopez, and Joseph Thomas Esquires, I re- 
ceived on the 28th. of this month the message which the assembly 
held with my permission addressed to me under the date of the 


twenty seventh Instant.— 


Being informed of its contents, I have to express to You how 
much it is tranquilizing and satisfactory to me to see the unan- 


_ imity existing among the Deputies of the people; showing above 


all their Patriotism in the beginning of their deliberations, with 
the view of promoting the security, honor and fidelity of this part 
of the Dominions of our beloved King and Lord Ferdinand the 
seventh.— 


When I was informed of the attempts made to create dis- 
turbances in this faithful population I did not doubt a moment 
of the general loyalty of those who had not ceased to give proofs 
of it since they took the proper oath to the Spanish standard, and 
in this persuasion, I sent immediately by George Mather?* & Philip 
Hicky Esquires, to Bayou Sarah, (from which all alarming News 
appeared to come) in order that in Concert with the Commandant 


22 William Herries and his brother George were prominent planters residing a few miles 
above Baton Rouge. When Fulwar Skipwith settled near them on the Montesano plantation in 
1809, he is said to have planned to operate a sheepwalk, but the Herries brothers induced him to 
abandon the plan by convincing him that more omg could be derived from cotton culture. Both 
William and George Herries were supporters of the West Florida revolution, though neither was 
a prominent leader in the movement. Isaac J. Cox spells the name ‘‘Harries’’ instead of 
“Herries”, but the latter appears to be the correct form.—Arthur, op, cit., 90-91, 158; Cox, op. 
cit., 318, 323, 342, 349. 


23 George Mather. Sr., was a prominent planter of the Baton Rouge district. He was the 
father of George Mather, Jr., one of the secretaries of the convention, and the brother-in-law of 
Philip Hickey. The Mathers and Hickeys were at first supporters of the Spanish regime, but 
desired reform in the administration of the government; and when prospects of reform under 
Spanish rule faded, they became ardent supporters of the revolutionary movement and of inde- 
pendence. George Mather, Sr., appears to have been one of the trusted advisers of De Lassus, 
who served as a sort of intermediary between the — and the convention. Governor W. 
C. C. Claiborne appointed him judge of the Baton uge district after the annexation of West 
Florida to the United States.—Cox, op. cit., 336, 342, 367, 506; Arthur, op. cit., 33, 38, 141, 149. 
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there, an Assembly of the Inhabitants might be held, because I 
hoped that once they shall be met together, the less informed would 
be quieted, and there would be a cessation of uneasiness arising 
from the perverse insinuations propagated by the evil minded, 
envious of our loyalty and harmony, and from thence has arisen 
the present assembly which I have permitted without hesitation, 
as it now exists; because from its labours (as 1 Comprehend) we 
shall acquire permanent tranquility in this Territory, exempted 
from foreign intrigues, which have no other object but the ruin of 
our honoured inhabitants. 

I esteem as I ought the thanks You are pleased to offer me in 
these circumstances, but no other Idea having suggested itself to 
me than that of fulfilling the duties of my honourable Employ- 
ment, to preserve entire this part of his Catholic Majesty’s Domin- 
ions, confided to my Care, I have done nothing more than to ac- 
complish as far as in my power the precepts of my obligation, the 
dispositions whereof I greatly flatter myself, may tranquilize the 
people, and with these Ideas, I shall always be found disposed to 
Contribute with You in preserving that tranquility provided at all 
times, it appears to me, You are not in the smallest thing in op- 
position to the Laws which rule us, to the Disposition of my 
superiors, and against my instructions, which I firmly believe to 
be your intentions; and this belief leads me to Comprehend you 
will confine yourselves to represent to me the injuries which some 
may have sustained, or in general and of which I have not been 
informed, to act in justice as I have done when the case has come 
to my knowledge.— 

But one of the essential points of which it is urgent I am 
informed, as you must feel, is that every good Inhabitant, be 
bound to declare and give to me entire knowledge if they know it, 
(as they are obliged to do by the proclamations published in this 
place and other Districts of my Dependence) Who is the Author 
or Authors of the seditious Pasquinades to stir up the people, and 
of the false rumors, which are spread in the different Districts, 
to Create the belief that the people have risen, even so far as to 
assert as a fact the Crime incurred of having hoisted this standard 
of Independence; and circulating this infernal project the day on 
which the Militia of all the Districts was appointed to be mus- 
tered by my order, thus taking arms to be exercised, and to be 
employed in the defence of the Country, against the French Ma- 
chinations so as to take proper measures in proportion to the aug- 
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mentation of the Information, I have from Persons employed by 
Government, in parts where they can acquire Certain intelligence 
and Communicate it to me, as they have done till now with the 
greatest exactness.— 


In regard to the other points you refer to me if they appear 
to be of such a nature, that I can accede to their execution, You 
are not to doubt of the satisfaction I shall have in so doing, and 
if they are of such importance as to require a determination be- 
yond my powers I will send them with the greatest dispatch 
through the regular channel; observing how firmly I am persuaded 
that every thing which You announce to me will be without doubt 
Conformable to the Laws under which we live so happy; and I 
shall be ready to receive You with the greatest Joy, the day You 
may advise me of, in order to listen to your demands as the Rep- 
resentatives of those faithful Vassals and Cooperators, in the 


preservation of this Territory to its legitimate Sovereign Ferdi- 


nand the Seventh, with all his royal rights.— 


The desire you express to me to Continue me for Your Chief 
in the name of the people and support my Dispositions, is extreme- 
ly grateful to me, and if my efforts and desires for the happi- 
ness of these Inhabitants were susceptible of augmentation there 
is no doubt this would be the most propitious opportunity Con- 
sidering myself always happy to deserve the good will of a Peo- 
ple faithful to their King and wise Laws.— 


I return You the most sincere thanks for the particular af- 
fection You show me by the offer to render yourselves responsible 
with me Concerning the supreme Authority, but as being by the 
Royal Ordinance the Chief alone responsible for his operations & 
Dispositions I cannot admit of it, although I think I know the good 
intentions with which you are pleased to make the offer as well 
as for the generous testimony to support my salary at your Charge; 
neither can I agree to this, being very satisfied & honoured by the 
pay I receive from the King my Lord and Master Ferdinand the 


seventh; But as I must presume this proposal originated in a pa- 


triotic offer, this being the Case, when I shall be informed of the 
sum and explination, I will make it known to my superiors that 
they may dispose of it either in applying it to the expences of this 
Government or any other use they may think best. 


The Choice you have made among yourselves for drawing up 
your representations, seems to me very well, it having fallen on 


> ‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Official Records West Florida Revolution and Republic - 699 


persons who deserve in my Opinion the just repute acquired by 
their Constant Zeal for the general good, as do also those elected 
by the people to the Assembly.— 


You inform me & I approve that You meet again the second 
monday of August the five Commissioners remaining in Session 
to whom I shall Communicate in Case of necessity what may 
occur. 


May God preserve You many Years.— 
Baton-Rouge 30th. July 1810.— 
signed Carlos Dehault Delassus.” 


Mr Mills from the Committee appointed to draft a Plan for 
the redress of the existing grievances and for the defence and 
safety of the Country Reported a bill providing for the public 
safety, and for the better administration of Justice within the 
Jurisdiction of Baton Rouge in West Florida, which being read 
was ordered to lie on the Table.— 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President 


Tuesday August 14th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, Present the 
same members as Yesterday, when the bill providing for the pub- 
lic safety and for the better administration of Justice was or- 
dered to a second reading, when several amendments being made 
& Messrs. John Mills, William Barrow & John W. Leonard being 
appointed a Committee to fill up the blanks therein the Convention 
adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 OClock.— 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President 


Wednesday 15th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment when Mr. Lo- 
pez made known to the Convention that he dissented from certain 
articles Contained in the Bill providing for the public safety, and 
for the better administration of Justice, which he would specify | 
when the same should be translated in the Spanish Language and 
requested that the same be entered on the Journal.— 


On motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. Thomas Resolved 
that the Convention adjourn this afternoon To meet at the Town 
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of Baton Rouge on Wednesday next the 22d. Inst. and Messrs. 
John W. Leonard, Manuel Lopez, William Spiller, Joseph Thomas 
& Benjamin O. Williams be a Committee to wait on his Excellency 
the Governor with an address from the Convention and to lay be- 
fore him a Copy of our resolutions respecting the Existing griev- 
ances and also the Bill providing for the public safety and for the 
better administration of Justice in the Jurisdiction of Baton Rouge 
West Florida as now amended so soon as the same Can be trans- 
lated into the Spanish language and request his Concurence with 
the Convention in adopting the same as an Ordinance to have the 
force & authority of Law within this Jurisdiction.— 


On motion of Mr. Lilley seconded by Mr. Hicky Resolved that 
the said Committee be authorised by this Convention to request 
Messrs. Gilbert Leonard?* and Marchan*® to translate the afore- 
said Bill & resolutions into the Spanish Language to be submitted 
to the Consideration of his Excellency.— 


On Motion Resolved that Messrs. William Barrow, John Rhea, 
Thomas Lilley, and Joseph Thomas be a Committee to prepare an 
address to his Excellency Governor Delassus and that the said 
Committee report this afternoon. 


Mr. Lilley from the Committee appointed for that purpose 
reported an address to his Excellency the Governor in the follow- 
ing words: : 


$t. Johns Plains August 15th. 1810. 


To His Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus Colo. of the Royal 
Armies and Governor Civil & Military of the place and Jurisdiction 
of Baton Rouge &c &c &c.— 


Sir: The representatives of the people of this Jurisdiction have 
received the Communication, which your Excellency was pleased to 
make to this Committee of the date of the 30th. Ultimo and have 
given due Consideration to its Contents. In Obedience to the injunc- 
tions of our Constituents who are prepared to rally around the 
Standard of this Country and provide some efficient remedy for 


24 Gilbert Leonard, who was not a kinsman of John West Leonard of St. Helena, had 
been for a long time a Spanish official in Louisiana and West Florida. In 1810 he was 
treasurer of the latter province under De Lassus, and he seems to have served as a sort 
of intermediary between the convention and the governor, in an apparent effort to preserve 
Spanish sovereignty in the province. The convention appointed him civil commandant of the 
Baton Rouge district, but when he proved too friendly to the Spanish regime he was removed 
from that post. One of his daughters became the wife of Charles Dehault De Lassus shortly 
after that individual was deposed as governor of West Florida. Leonard long remained a 

rominent figure in Louisiana state politics after the annexation of West Florida to the 
United States.—Arthur, op. cit., 43, 142; Cox, op. cit., 375, 380, 3938, 404. 


25 The identity of this gentleman has not been established. 
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the evils which endanger its existence and prosperity; we have 
directed our attention to some of the existing grievances which 
require to be remedied without delay, and after mature deliberation 
we have reduced them to the Number and form exhibited in the 
statement enclosed herewith. The Plan proposed to be adopted 
for their redress will also be submitted to your Consideration by 
our Committee appointed for that purpose Consisting of Messrs. 
John W. Leonard, Manuel Lopez, William Spiller and Joseph 
Thomas and Benjamin O Williams so soon as a faithful translation 
thereof can be Obtained, that Your Excellency having all the 
subjects of our deliberations before You in the same order as 
they have presented themselves to us, may discern their Connection, 
and give to each the Consideration which its importance may seem 
to deserve. We have thought it our duty to lay before You all our 
proceedings in this manner, that you may have sufficient time for 
deliberation on subjects so essential to the public welfare before 
making any decision thereon. And on Wednesday next the 22d. Inst. 
we will do ourselves the honor to wait on your Excellency in a 
body to know your determination.—You will observe that it is the 
wish of this Convention with your Concurrence to establish the 
“Bill providing for the public safety and for the better administra- 
tion of Justice within the Jurisdiction of Baton Rouge in West 
Florida” as an ordinance to have the force and authority of Law 
from the time of Our next Meeting and we trust that you will not 
with hold your Concurrence from a Measure evidently Calculated 
to preserve the peace and promote the prosperity of the Province. 
The Critical situation of the Country pointed out to the Represen- 
tatives the necessity of prompt and efficient measures and urges 
them to solicit your Excellency for a speedy approbation. The 
dangers of delay must be apparent to Your discriminating Mind 
hence the necessity of a decision here without reference to higher 
Authority. The desire ever manifested by his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment for meeting the wishes of the people is a pledge to you of 
his approbation of Your Conduct in this instance and the assurances 
formerly given by this Convention of sharing with you all respon- 
sibility is again pledged in the most solemn manner in Case of 
your Co-operation in the only measure which appears to us Calcu- 
lated to save our Country from the dreadful scenes of anarchy & 
tumult— 


We Cannot Close this address without recommending strongly 
to your Excellency as a measure of necessary precaution to arm 
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the whole body of the Militia to defend our Country against its 
enemies as we are authorised to assure You that no sentiment 
prevails among the inhabitants hostile to the Wise Laws and Gov- 
ernment under which they have lived so happy. 


God preserve you many Years.— 


And the same being read was unanimously agreed to and 
erder’d to be signed by the President & one of the secretaries 
and deliver’d to the Committee appointed to present the same to 
his Excellency.—The Convention then adjourned. 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President 


: Baton Rouge Wednesday August 22d. 1810. 


The Convention met agreeable to adjournment present Messrs. 
John Rhea, John H. Johnson, William Barrow, John Mills, Philip 
Hicky, Thomas Lilley, Manuel Lopez, John Morgan, Edmund Hawes, 
John W. Leonard, Joseph Thomas, William Spiller & Benjamin 
O Williams and having received information from his Excellency 
Charles Dehault Delassus that he was prepared to make a Com- 
munication in answer to their address of the 15th. Instant On 
motion it is Resolved that this Convention do now wait upon his 
Excellency in a body to receive the said Communication. Where- 
upon the members aforesaid having assembled in the Government 
House and His Excellency being then there also present informed 
the Convention that the Bill providing for the public safety and 
for the better administration of Justice within the Jurisdiction 
of Baton Rouge in West Florida having been communicated to him 
by the Committee, he approved the same and was ready to Concur 
with them in establishing the same as an Ordinance to have the 
force and authority of Law, within this Jurisdiction until the 
pleasure of the Captain General of the Island of Cuba thereon be 
made known. Whereupon it is Resolved by this Convention with 
the Concurrence of his Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus 
Colonel of the Royal Armies Governor Civil & Military of the place 
& Jurisdiction of Baton Rouge &ca. that the said Bill be established 
as an Ordinance to have the force and authority of Law within 
this Jurisdiction until the same be submitted to the Captain General 
of the Island of Cuba and until his decision thereon be made known, 
which said ordinance is anexed to these records, & signed by all 
the members of this Convention except Manuel Lopez who enters 
his protest against the same in the following words— 
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“Notwithstanding the ordinances and regulations which appear 
in this Instrument, have no other object as I understand them than 
to preserve the tranquility of the Inhabitants of this Jurisdiction, 
and secure it against the machinations of, the common enemy, 
nevertheless the Sovereignty having been deprived of its legitimate 
rights, by the determination of the Convention to name magistrates, 
to levy taxes, and exercise other powers which appertain to the 
prerogatives of our Sovereign, besides the disposition manifested 
by the Convention to deprive the chiefs legally authorised of the 
right to sell or grant the lands appertaining to the Royal domain; 
and moreover to violate the law of nations by their determination 
to deliver up any individual who for some crime may come to claim 
the protection of this Government. I cannot do less in conformity 
with my character as a Spaniard, and with my sincere desire to 
_ be ever subject to our laws & Statutes, than to protest against 
whatever may be in opposition to them. In virtue of which I do 
so now and at all times when I shall have opportunity, according 
to the fidelity which I profess to our unfortunate King and Lord 
Ferdinand the Seventh—(signed) Manuel Lopez.” 


On motion it is ordered that an address be sent to his 
Excellency the Captain General of the Island of Cuba in the follow- 
ing terms— 

“To his Excellency the Marquis of Someruelos, Capt. Genl. 
of the Island of Cuba, &c. &c. 


Most Esteemed Sir, 


The Inhabitants of this District composing the Jurisdiction 
of Baton Rouge in West Florida, represented by their Delegates 
in Convention assembled, respectfully address themselves to you, 
and through you to the august body representing the legitimate 
sovereign of the Spanish nation, to express their undiminished 
attachment to the cause of our beloved King Ferdinand the seventh, 
at this eventful period, to preserve tranquility within the said 
Districts, and secure ourselves against any insideous or open attacks 
of the enemies of our Country. In adopting these measures, we 
are aware of the responsibility which we have taken upon ourselves 
and trust that our perilous situation, our distance from any 
effective force on which to depend for safety, and our sincere 
desire to lessen as much as possible the burthens of a country 
engaged in a dubious contest for her own preservation, will be 
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received with candor by the superior authorities, as considerations 
sufficient for our justification. Far from wishing to raise the 
standard of revolt at this moment, when the mother Country is 
assailed and threatened with destruction, by enemies so numerous 
and formidable, we recollect the debt of gratitude which we owe 
to her; and would willingly contribute our part however incon- 
siderable it may appear to lessen the dreadful calamities which 
have befallen her. Hitherto we have been burthensome without 
being useful, true it is our wish that no part of the national 
treasure may hereafter for our benefit be diverted from more 
useful and important national purposes. In making this small 
otfering to testify our good wishes for the patriotic and holy cause 
in which the destinies of the nation are involved, we become 
responsible for the support of a Government among us sufficient 
to preserve tranquility at home, and to employ the strength and 
resources of the Country in its defence. To carry into execution 
this plan, which it is hoped will be received with indulgence, it 
was found necessary to make some few changes in the system 
heretofore established which will not however materially affect 
any of the important principles of Government, or the established 
laws of the Country. To adopt some uniform mode of taxation, 
te organise the Militia to act with sufficient promptitude in case 
of emergency, and to admit as residents among us, persons of 
known integrity, who may become interested in maintaining order 
and obedience to the laws, it becomes necessary to exercise the 
legislative power to a certain extent— to secure the confidence of 
all who are well affected to the Government, which is so necessary 
in these perilous times, it is considered indispensible that the people | 
should have a voice in the selection of officers to be entrusted 
with the administration of the laws— to restrain the unprincipled 
by examples of the speedy and condign punishment of offenders, 
and to afford an opportunity to all classes, the poor as well as the 
rich, of prosecuting with effect their just claims, and of obtaining 
redress for injuries without unnecessary expence or delay, it is 
found expedient to establish a tribunal among us having final 
jurisdiction in all cases both civil and criminal.— 


It will be unnecessary to trouble your Excellency with a 
minute detail of the reasons for all the measures established by 
the ordinance providing for public safety and for the better 
administration of justice within this jurisdiction, a copy of which 
will be transmitted without delay, as you will readily perceive 
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that they have been dictated by necessity for our own preservation 
or by the desire of approving ourselves not altogether unworthy 
to participate with our brethren in the glorious struggle for our 
country’s Independence. In our deliberations for this purpose it 
has been our desire to make as little innovation as possible in the 
existing laws of the country and to obtain the approbation of 
superior authorities. Our immediate first magistrate his Excellency 
Charles Dehault Delassue, being well informed of the necessity 
for some speedy remedy to be applied for the existing evils and 
the dangers which threaten us, has evinced at the same time his 
fidelity to the Government and affection for the people under his 
command, by giving his sanction to the measures so essential 
for the tranquility of this Province, until your decision thereon can 
be obtained.— 


We have only to add the assurances that our prayers are 
unceasing for the success of the cause in which our beloved 
country is engaged, and that if any impropriety be found in our 
present conduct, we will rejoice to hear and obey the mandate of 
our legitimate sovereign restored to the throne as well as to the 
affections of a much injured people, calling us to resume our 
station among the multitude of faithful subjects.— 


God preserve you many years— 
Baton Rouge, August 22nd.1810.” 


Whereupon the following address to the Inhabitants being 
read, was unanimously agreed to, and being signed by his Excel- 
lency with all the Members of the Convention present was ordered 
to be published in each District without delay.—Viz: 


To the Inhabitants of Baton Rouge. 


His Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus Colonel of the Royal 
Armies & Governor Civil and Military of this place and Jurisdiction 
of Baton Rouge with the Representatives of the people of the said 
Jurisdiction in Convention assembled announce that the measures 
proposed to be adopted for the public safety and for the better 
administration of Justice within the said Jurisdiction are sanctioned 
and established as Ordinances to have the force and Authority of 
Law within the several Districts of this Jurisdiction until the same 
be submitted to the Captain General of the Island of Cuba and 
until his decision thereon be made known.— The said ordinances 
will be made public in each District with all possible dispatch, and 
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in the mean time all the good people of this Jurisdiction are 
required to preserve good order and avoid every movement which 
might disturbe the public tranquility, It being the only wish both 
of the Governor & the Representatives to consult the best interests 
of the inhabitants; and altho it is not intended to mark with 
severity the Authors of the disorders which have appeared in 
several parts of the Country for some time past, Yet all such persons 
as may be found Offending in that manner after this date will 
be punished with the severity which the Law prescribes and which 
their offences may deserve 


Baton Rouge Augst 22d. 1810.— 
The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow 9 oclock. 


George Mather Junr Secry John Rhea President 


Thursday August 23d. 


The Convention met according to adjournment the same 
Members present as Yesterday when a message was received from 
his Excellency the Governor requesting to know at what place the 
Convention would hold their Session, to which the following answer 
was returned: 


To his Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus Present. 


Sir, In compliance with the request of Your Excellency the 
- Convention of Representatives make known to You that our Session 
will be held at the house of Mr. Thomas Egan?‘ in this Town, during 
the present week or until the business before us be finished. If it 
should be found expedient to Continue our Session for a longer 
time or to adjourn to some other place, we will not fail to give 
you notice thereof in due time.— 


God preserve you many Years. 
Then the Convention adjourned untill tomorrow 9, o’clock.— 


George Mather Junr John Rhea President 


Friday August 24th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment Present the 
same members as Yesterday. 


On Motion Resolved that his Excellency Governor Delassus 


2¢ Thomas Egan was long a prominent resident of Baton Rouge. He probably operated a 
hotel or boarding- house, or at least lived in a house large enough to accommodate the meeting 
of the convention. Arthur says that they met in his store, which was the principal one at 
Baton Rouge, but the documents do not support this statement.—Arthur, op. cit., 89. 
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highly merits the thanks of this Convention in behalf of all the 
good people of this Jurisdiction, for approving the measures adopted 
by the delegates, to préserve the lives, fortunes and tranquility 
of their respective Constituents.— ~ 

On motion it is ordered that the seniority of the Regiments 
of Militia, within this Jurisdiction be now determined. by Lot, 
whereupon the Lots being drawn it is decided that the Regiment 
within the District of Baton Rouge be designated as the first.— 
The Regiment within the District of St. Helena the Second. The 
Regiment within the District of New Feliciana the Third, and the 
Regiment within the District Composed of the settlements east of 
Tangipahoa, the fourth Regiment. 

The following appointments were then made by the Convention 
Viz: Robert Percy?’ of New Feliciana, Fulwar Skipwith?* of Baton 
Rouge, & Shepherd Brown” of St. Helena to be associate Judges of 
superior Court.— Joseph E. Johnson*® of New Feliciana— Sheriff, 
and Andrew Steele of Baton Rouge Register of land Claims for 
this Jurisdiction— Gilbert Leonard*! of Baton Rouge; Bryan 
McDermot* of New Feliciana and Daniel Rainer** of St. Helena 
to be Civil Commandants, each for the District in which he resides. 


27 Robert Percy was the son of Charles Percy, a former British army officer who came 
to West Florida in 1776 and settled in what is now Wilkinson county, Mississippi. Robert 
was born in Kilkenny, Ireland, in 1762, later entering the British navy as a cadet and 
advancing to the rank of lieutenant. He came to West Florida in 1796 to settle the estate 
after his father’s death, and, being attracted by the possibilities of this new country. he 
obtained leave from the British navy in 1804 and settled permanently on Little Bayou Sara 
where he developed the “Beech Woods’ plantation. Although a Britisher at heart, he was 
4 ~— eee of the revolutionary movement in West Florida.—Arthur, op. cit., 89-90; Cox, 
op. « 

28 Fulwar Skipwith was born in Dinwiddie county, Virginia, on February 21, 1765. 
After a long career in the consular service of the Unitel States, he resigned his position as 
Consul General to France and settled in 1809 on the Montesano plantation, a few miles 
above Baton Rouge. Being a newcomer to the region, he did not take an active rt in 
the first phases of the revolutionary movement. but his neighbors recognized his ability and 
appointed him one of the associate judges of the superior court of West Florida, over the 
protest of De Lassus. After the establishment of the West Florida Republic, the legislature 
elected him governor of the new state. After the annexation of West Florida to the United 
States, he served for many years in the Louisiana state senate, of which body he was presi- 
dent for some years. His elder daughter, Lelia, became the wife of Thomas Bolling Rob- 
ertson, who was governor of Louisiana from 1820 to 1824. Skipwith died on his planta- 
tion, January 7, 1838, at the age of 74.—Arthur, op. cit., 90-91; Cox, op. cit., 123, 246, 
247, 259, 842, 380, 888, 417, 422-436, 497-504, 506, 536, 572-577, 600, 601, 644. 

29 Shepherd Brown came from Baltimore to New Orleans and engaged in business 
with John McDonogh, under the firm name of “John McDonogh & Co.” He later settled 
in St. Helena district where he was an alcalde in 1810. He supported the movement for 
reform in the Spanish administration of West Florida, but he opposed the movement when 
it veered toward independence and was captured and held in prison for a time by the 
revolutionists.—Arthur, op. cit., 42, 100, 119, 120, 124, 157; Cox, op. cit., 343, 360, 
880, 885, 886, 408, 408-411. 

80 Joseph Eugenius Johnson was a brother of John Hunter Johnson and was a prom- 
inent citizen of Feliciana. Being a supporter of the revolutionary movement and having 
rominent family connections, he was omg by the convention as sheriff of all West 

orida. After the annexation of West Florida to the United States he remained for a long 


time one of the prominent attorneys of that section of Louisiana.—Arthur, op. cit., 59, 
89, 91: Henry Skipwith, Fast Feliciana, Lowisiana, Past and Present: Sketches of the 
Pioneers, 


See footnote 24, above. 

82 Bryan McDermott was a member of a family long prominent in the Feliciana region, 
and was an ardent supporter of the revolutionary movement in West Florida. 

88 Daniel Raynor was a prominent resident of the St. Helena district. who supported 
the revolutionary movement. 
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Officers of Militia 


Philemon Thomas** Colonel Commandant of all the Militia 
of this Jurisdiction 


Isaac Johnson** Major of Cavalry.— 


lst. Regiment of Infantry 


Samuel Fulton** Colonel. 
George Mather Junr.*? lst. Major 
Rheuben Curtis** 2d. Major 


2d. Regiment 


William Spiller®® Colonel.— 
Joseph Thomas’? Ist. Major.— 
Abraham Spears*! 2d. Major.— 


84 Philemon Thomas was born in Orange county, Virginia, February 9, 1764, and ran 
away from home to enlist in the army during the American Revolution w a mere boy. 
ned living for a time in Kentucky, where he gained some prominence, he removed to Baton 
in 1805 and opened a store in that village. He took an active part in the overthrow 
panish authority in West Florida, and was elected senator from the Baton Rouge dis- 
ai in the short-lived legislature of the new republic. After the annexation of West A 
to the United States he served for some years in the Louisiana state legislature, and later 
served as Representative in Congress from his district. He died in Baton Rouge on Nov- 
ember 18, 1847, at the advanced of 88 years, being one of the last survivors among the 
leaders of the West Florida revolution.—Arthur r, op cit., 39, 92-98, 101, 105, 107, 109, 110, 
111, 120, 128; Cox, op. cit., 370, 379, 380, 388, 393-400, 411, 420, 428, 432, 506, 536. 


85 Isaac Johnson, Jr., was a brother of John Hunter Johnson and Joseph E us 
Johnson, and was thus a member of the famous family which took a prominent part the 
entire course of the West Florida revolution. He assisted in yl capture of the a _ Baton 
Rouge and dragged the Spanish flag in the dust through the streets of that after 
replacing it with the lone star flag of the new republic.—Arthur, op. cit., 93, TOS, 107, 
108, 119, 139; Cox, op. cit., 380. 


8¢ Samuel Fulton had long been connected with intrigues in the southwest. In _ 1797, 
though an American citizen, he served as agent of the French Directory in contacting George 
Rogers Clark in connection with a projected expedition ainst New Orleans and in attempt- 
ing to enlist the Creek Indians in the French service. e proffered his services to Madison 
in 18038 at the time of the Louisiana Purchase. He beeaein a resident of Baton Rouge, 
and as adjutant-general of the West Florida militia he thoroughly reorganized that body 
and aided in repelling the Kemper attack upon Baton Rou in 1804. He married a 
daughter of Governor Carlos de Grand Pré of West Florida, and was prominent in the public 
affairs of that Spanish province. Madison, upon Claiborne’s suggestion, designated him as a 
“discreet person’’ to open the United States mail bags at Baton Rouge and distribute the 
mail addressed to residents of that jurisdiction. In January, 1809, Governor De Lassus 
appointed him one of four commissioners to survey the Bayou Manchas (Iberville River) 
to determine if it could be rendered navigable or if a road could be constructed along its 
northern bank for use during low water. Early in 1810 he suggested to Madison that the 
United ates take possession of West Florida and offered ay ~! aid. He was one of the 
signers of the Baton Rouge petition for a popular assembly to present grievances against 
_ Spanish administration, on July 6, 1810, and two days later the Baton Rouge delegates 

o the convention were selected at a meeting held in his house.—Cox, op. cit., 39, 65, 158, 
171. 222, 325, 328, 342, 380; Arthur, op. cit., 38, 41-42. 
“i rt George Mather, Jr., was one of the secretaries of the convention. See footnote 
18, above. 

38 Reuben Curtis appears to have been a resident of the Baton Rouge district, as the 
other officers of the First Regiment were all from that jurisdiction. No. further identifi- 
cation seems possible, though the ‘‘Curtis’’ family was prominent in Feliciana at that time. 

8° William Spiller was a member of the convention from St. Helena district. See 
footnote 14, above. 

4° Joseph Thomas was also a delegate from the St. Helena district. See footnote 13, above. 

41 Abraham Spears was for many years prior to 1810 a prominent resident of West 
Fiorida.—Skipwith. op. cit., 7. 
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3d. Regiment. 


Aquila Whiteacre*? Colonel— 
Robert McCausland** Ist. Major 
Robert Young** 2d. Major.— 


On Motion Resolved that the present representation of each 
District in this Convention shall have the power during the recess 
of the Convention to appoint any Civil or Military Officer within 
their respective Districts in all Cases wherein the person first 
named by this Convention may refuse to serve. 


On Motion resolved that with the Consent of the Governor, 
One Hundred Copies of the Ordinance established by this Conven- 
tion, and Two Hundred Blank Commissions be printed as soon as 
possible— The Copies of the Ordinance to be placed at the dis- 
position of the President of the Convention, and the Commissions 
deposited with the Office of the Government; and that Mr. James 
M. Bradford,*® be employed to superintend the printing of the 
same.— 


On Motion Resolved that the Inhabitants of Towns and Vil- 
lages within this Jurisdiction be authorised to form such local 
Regulations within the same as may be Conducive to their own 
Convenience and prosperity not Contrary to the general established 
Laws of the Country.— | 


On Motion Resolved that this Convention with the Consent 
of the Governor, have the power to borrow money on the Credit of 


‘2 Aquila Whiteacre (or ‘‘Whittaker’’) was doubtless a member of the ent Whit- 
taker family of the Feliciana district. | 


43 Robert McCausland was a prominent resident of the Feliciana district, having settled 
there shortly after 1800. After taking an active part in the West Florida revolution, he 
served in the New Orleans campaign of 1814-1815 under Andrew Jackson, and long re- 
mained one of the outstanding planters of his section of Louisiana.—Arthur, op. cit., 111, 119. 


44 Robert Younge was a member of a family long prominent in the region along the 
border between the Baton Rouge and Feliciana districts. This peculiar spelling of the 
family name survives to the present day. 

45 James Morgan Bradford was descended from a prominent family of pioneer printers 
in Kentucky. Learning the printing trade under his father and his uncle, the young man 
early embarked upon newspaper publishing in Kentucky on his account. NS} 
the Louisiana Purchase, he sensed the opportunities for success in his profession in New 
Orleans. In December, 1804, he purchased the Union, New Orleans Advertiser @ Price 
Current (commonly called the Union), established in 1803, and transformed it into a new 
and more attractive publication to which he gave the name of Orleans Gazette. Thomas 
Anderson was taken as a partner about a year later, and the Gazette obtained the ter- 
ritorial printing which it held until 1809, when Governor Claiborne withdrew the public 

tronage because of political differences with the editors. Bradford then sold his interest 
fe the Gazette and removed to St. Francisville shortly before the revolution of 1810, where 
he practiced law, engaged in politics, and edited newspapers until his death in 1838, except 
for short intervals when he resided in New Orleans as Louisiana state } wigapen in the 1820's. 
In 1811 he established The Time Piece at St. Francisville, one of earliest Louisiana 
newspapers published outside of New Orleans. He was an able and fearless editor, a 
politician of some inence. and a lawzer of considerable local importance.—Arthur, 
op. cit., 152; Skipwith, op. cit., 37; Elrie binson, EZ Feliciana Politics, 55, 89, 107, 
108-109: Dunbar wland, ed., Official Letter Books of W. O. O. Olaiborne, IV, 312, 372- 
878; John 8. Kendall. “Early New Newspapers,” in Louisiana Historical Quarterly, 
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the Government, and the revenue of the same, whenever the public 
service may require it.— 


On Motion of Mr. John W. Leonard seconded by Mr. Spiller, 
Resolved that Chefuncte, Bogchitto and Pearl River Settlements 
lying between the east Side of Ponchitoola and the West side of 
Pearl River, and extending from the lakes to the line of Demark- 
ation become a District, and entitled to an equal representation 
with the other Districts of this Jurisdiction according to the num- 
ber of their Inhabitants.— 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
6 OClock. 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President 


Saturday August 25th. 


The Convention Met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as Yesterday except Mr. Lilley — 


On Motion of Mr. Johnson seconded by Mr. Thomas, Resolved 
that all the Physicians and Surgeons now residing and exercising 
their profession with the permission of the Government within 
this Jurisdiction be formed into a Medical Society, with permis- 
sion to assemble from time to time, for the purpose of debating 
on subjects relating to their profession, and of Communicating to 
each other such interesting Cases, as may occur in practice. The 
said Society shall hold their first meeting at St. Francisville on 
the first day of October next, any six or more to form a Society, 
and shall meet afterwards on their own adjournments. They shall 
have power to form such bye Laws for the Government of the 
Society as to them may seem fit and expedient, not inconsistent 
with any of the general Laws of the Country, and they shall form 
a bill of rates for Medical and Surgical Services, which they shall 
_ make public without unnecessary delay—and the same shall there- 
after be recognized by the Trybunals of Justice within this Juris- 
diction, as the established rates of the Country for such Services.— 


Resolved that the said Medical Society be authorised and re- 
quired to Choose annually three or more of their members to form 
a Committee for the purpose of examining all persons who may 
hereafter Come within this Jurisdiction, with a view of exercising 
the profession of Medicine or Surgery or any branch thereof, and 
of granting licenses to such as they may find sufficiently skilled 
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in the profession which they may propose to exercise as aforesaid, 
who shall thereafter be members of the said Medical Society,— 
and any person who shall be found exercising either of said pro- 
fessions within this Jurisdiction after this present year, not now 
exercising the same with the permission of Government, nor duly 
licensed by the Committee of the Medical Society aforesaid shall 
forfeit and pay a fine not less than One Hundred Dollars nor 
more than Five Hundred Dollars—at the discretion of any of the 
District Courts of this Jurisdiction, One half of such fine to be 
paid to any person who may sue for same and the other half to 
the Commandant for the Use of the District. 


On motion of Mr. Hicky, seconded by Mr. Leonard Resolved 
that permisison be given to some person of good Character and 
peaceable Conduct, nominated by this Convention to establish a 
printing office at the town of Baton Rouge for the public Conven- 
ience, who shall be subject to such regulations as the Governor of 
this Jurisdiction may prescribe. Whereupon Mr. Joseph B. Baird**® 
of New Orleans was nominated as printer for this Jurisdiction to 
be subject to the regulations aforesaid. | 


On motion resolved that Messrs. Thomas and Leonard be a 
Committee to wait on his Excellency with a list of the appoint- 
ments made by this Convention, and to deliver to him the follow- 
ing address.— 


“To His Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus, &c. &c. 


Sir, The Convention of Representatives think it their duty 
again to request your attention to the subject of arming the Militia 
for the defence of the Country, as one of the first importance, and 
not to be neglected by those who are entrusted with providing 
for the public safety.— Since our first meeting we have been unan- 
imous in the opinion that this defenceless state of the Country, 
from the want of Arms in the hands of the people who are well 
affected to the Government was a grievance of the most alarming 
nature; and in the Ordinance which has been submitted for your 
approbation, it is provided “that those of the Militia who may 
not be able to furnish themselves with Arms shall be furnished 
with the same from the public arsenal in such manner as shall be 


4@ Joseph B. Baird was a New Orleans newspaper editor and printer, who appears to 
have been seeking a new outlet for his talents just at this time. About 1811 he became 
proprietor ol the old Orleans Gazette, with which James M. Bradford had previously been 
connected, and in 1812 he formed a partnership with Peter K. Wagner, who had just 
then recently come to New Orleans. Some time later Wagner bought Baird’s interest in 
the paper and soon became noted as = 7. ~~ oc Pa ew Orleans editors. The later 


career of Baird is unknown.—Kendall, 
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hereafter provided.’’ It was considered by us that your approba- 
tion of the measures proposed in the said Ordinance, implied your 
concurrence with us in the opinion that this measure was proper 
and necessary, and that you would permit the arms to be dis- 
tributed as soon as the Militia should be organized, in some way 
which might be agreed upon, so as to furnish a sufficient security 
to the Government that the Arms should not be lost or destroyed.— 


Having now nominated the principal Officers of the Militia, 
whose names we transmit to you herewith, it is hoped that in a 
short time, all the effective force of the Country will be enrolled 
in Companies and prepared to act with promptitude in its defence, 
and we hope that you will Concur with us in aranging some gen- 
eral Plan, by which those who have it not in their power to pro- 
vide arms immediately, may obtain from the public arsenal those 
which we Conceive were entitled to be employed in the service 
for which we now require them,—together with such quantity of 
amunition as may be necessary for present use.— 


God preserve you many Years.” 


On motion Resolved that when the business now before the 
Convention be finished, the present Session shall be closed and 
the Convention adjourned to meet on the first monday of Novem- 
ber next at the house of Richard Duvall*? Esqr. at St. John’s 
Plains, that no new business shall be entered upon at this Session, 
and the President be authorised to call a meeting of the Conven- 
tion at any other time and place on request of any five members 
thereof. 


On motion Resolved that in case of any vacancy happening by 
the Death or resignation of ‘any of the present members of this 
Convention before the said first monday of November next the said 
vacancy shall be filled by an election within the District in which 
it have occurred, according to such regulations as the Command- 
ant thereof may prescribe.— 


The Convention then adjourned until Monday morning at 6 
O’Clock. 


George Mather Junr Secry. John Rhea President 


47 Richard Devall had settled in British West MPlorida about the same ti 
Mather and Hickey families came to that nr ag His home was on the aad Nima 
Baton Rouge and St. Francisville (Bayou ra), and there all sessions of the convention 
held in St. John’s Plains appear to have been held. He appears to have been an ardent 


supporter of the revolutionary movement, though he held n ffi er 
op. cit., 33, 101; Cox, op. cit., 346 0 office of any sort.—Arthur, 
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Monday August 27th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as on Saturday last with Mr. Thomas Lilley and 
Mr. William Cooper— 


A communication was received from his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor of which the following is a translation. 


“Gentlemen Deputies, 


In reply to your Letter of this day I ought to observe that the 
Arms which are in the Royal Magazines, are destined for the de- 
fence of this Fort, and of the place of which the Command is in- 
trusted to me against the enemies of Our Flag; and you may be 
assured that when I shall be informed in detail of the real existing 
force, and of the individuals who have not Arms to defent the 
Cause of our Legitimate Monarch Ferdinand the Seventh, I will 
give my dispositions that they may be provided in the manner 
which you solicit.— 


Whatever regards the plans of defence being on my responsi- 
bility and duty when the Officers of the General Staff shall have 
been appointed and shall have accepted each One his Commission 
I will Concert with them, the dispositions which You propose to me 
in the said letter. Altho’ no translation of Your deliberations 
has yet been presented to me, and I have not been sufficiently in- . 
formed of them, to make the amendments and observations, which 
may appear to me for the general good of the whole Jurisdiction 
as was expressed to You on the day *You presented Yourselves to 
me; I approve generally of the persons You have nominated to 
_ serve in the different employments both Civil & Military which 
your second letter of this date announces, but I ought to observe 
that altho’ I believe Mr. Fulwar Skipwith possesses the qualifica- 
tions necessary to fill the Office for which you have recommended 
him, Our Laws prohibit any Stranger who has not resided two 
Years in this Country and taken the oath of fidelity to the Gov- 
ernment to enjoy or exercise the privileges of Spanish Subjects 
and further the said Mr. Skipwith, made known to me that he 
would not accept any Office, for which reason it becomes necessary 
for You to choose another.— 


The Office of Brigadier General not being known in our Mil- 
itary Ordinances it appears to me that Mr. Philemon Thomas may 
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exercise the same Office with the Title of Colonel Commandant 
of all the Militia of this J arexmetion until the approbation of the 
Captain General. 


God Preserve You many Years.— 
Baton Rouge 25th. August 1810.— 
(Signed) Carlos Dehault Delassus 


To the Deputies of the Inhabitants of the Jurisdiction of Baton 
Rouge.—” 


On motion Resolved that it shall be the duty of the Command- 
ant of each District accompanied by two or more of the Alcaldes 
as soon as they shall have been Commissioned to receive the Ar- 
chieves of the District in which he resides with a proper inventory 
of the same and that the Commandant of the District of Baton 
Rouge shall receive and keep the Archieves of this Jurisdiction 
until they be otherwise disposed of by the Superior Court.— 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning 6 
O’Clock.— 


George Mather Junr Secry John Rhea President 


Tuesday August 28th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as yesterday.— | 


On motion resolved that an address be prepared and sent to 
his Excellency in reply to his tommunication of yesterday—Where- 
upon the comowtng being proposed was agreed to, and forwarded 
accordingly, viz 


_ “Senor Gobernador—The Convention of Representatives in 
reply to ‘the Communication of your Excellency of the 25th. In- 
stant have to observe that although it is not intended to make any 
unnecessary innovation in the existing laws of the Country, yet 
at the present Crisis in which the preservation of the Province 
becomes the primary object of attention we conceive it our duty 
to deviate in some points of minor importance, from the estab- 
lished laws when some important advantages may result from the 
change. The appointment of Mr. Skipwith to be one of the Judges 
of the Superior Court, we consider to be Justifiable on this prin- 
ciple, although: he be not entitled to that office from the time of 
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his residence among us— To obtain a Gentleman of his capacity 
and good character in that station; we believe ourselves Justifiable 
at the present moment in deviating a little from ancient forms.— 
The change which you propose of the title of the Commanding of- 
ficer of the Militia we have no objection to make, as it will in no 
wise affect the general regulations for the organization of the 
Militia to Conform in this instance to the established Military 
ordinances of the Country.— 


God Preserve you many years.” 
“Baton Rouge 28th. August 1810.—” 


The Convention then adjourned until Tomorrow morning at 
9 Oclock. 


And. Steele Secy John Rhea President 


Wednesday, August 29th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as yesterday. | 


On motion Resolved that this Convention with the consent of 
the Governor, have power to borrow money on the credit of the 
Government, and the Revenue of the same, whenever the public 
service may require.— 


On motion Resolved that Abner Beckham** Esqr be directed 
to cause an election to be made in the Settlements of Tanchepaho, 
Bogcheto and Pear] river, by the free voice of the inhabitants to 
represent them in the next Convention to be held at St. John’s 
Plains on the first monday of November next— And that three 
members may be elected by the said inhabitants including Mr 
Cooper who still continues a member of the Convention. 


On motion Resolved that during the recess of this Convention 
any six or more members thereof being called by the President 
in case of emergency shall have full powers to do all acts which 
in their opinion the public safety may require. 


On motion Resolved that this Convention do now wait upon 
his Excellency the Governor to obtain his approbation of the ap- 
pointment of officers made by this Convention on the 24th. In- 


48 Abner Beckham (or “Bickham”’) appears to have been a resident of West Florida 
for several years prior to 1810. His name appears in a list of forty-three signers of a 
petition to Congress on land claims in 1804. He was a supporter of the revolutionary 
movement, and was one of the three members elected to the House of Representatives from 
the district of St. Ferdinand in the short-lived legislature of the West Florida Republic.— 
Clarence Edwin Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of the United States, V, 313. 
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stant, Whereupon the members being assembled in the Govern- 
ment house, and a list of the names of the said officers being pre- 
sented to his Excellency he expressed his approbation thereof, 
and affixed his signature to the same.— 


The Convention then adjourned.— 
And. Steele Secy John Rhea President. 


[JOURNAL OF THE WEST FLORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ] 
Journal of the Convention of West Florida*® 


From 22 Septr. to— 28 Octr. 1810 37 days 


St. Francisville September 22d. 1810. 


The Convention assembled by Special order of the President. 
Present Messrs. John Rhea, John H. Johnson, William Barrow, 
John Mills, Philip Hicky and Thomas Lilley, and taking into con- 
sideration the conduct of his Excellency Charles Dehault Delassus 
since the adjournment of the last meeting of this Convention at 
the town of Baton Rouge: viz his delaying to affix his signature 
to the ordinance which was announced by a solemn proclamation of 
the date of the 22d. of August last to have been sanctioned and 
established as law until the approbation of the Captain General of 
the Island of Cuba should be obtained—he stating in writing to 
a Committee of this Convention that he had been imperiously 
forced to concur with the Convention in adopting that ordinance, 
his repeated declarations to individuals that he did not consider 
himself bound to support the measures established by the said 
ordinance, and that he would cooperate with Governor Folch on 
his arrival about any measures he might deem proper, his suf- 
fering threats to be made of opposition by force of arms to the 
esiablishment of those measures without any mark of his disap- 
probation, at the same time refusing to arm the Militia for the 
defence of the inhabitants who were willing to support the Govern- 
ment and laws of the country. His continuing to decide on cases 
of considerable importance, and give Judgments as heretofore con- 
trary to the provisions of the said ordinance, and finally his having 
failed to deliver a copy of the said ordinance with his signature 
annexed to be recorded with the proceedings of the Convention 

*® West Florida Papers, Library of Congress. This convention was a continuation of the pre- 


vious one, so the delegates are the same except for the few who opposed the radical 
ment against Spanish authority and hed vacated thelr seats. 
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agreeable to his solemn promise to the said Committee; This Con- 
vention in the name of the good people of the Jurisdiction of Baton 
Rouge declare that the said Charles Dehault Delassus is unworthy 
of their confidence, and ought no longer to be entrusted with the 
administration of the Laws as the first magistrate of a people 
whom he has insulted and betrayed. 


Whereupon it is resolved unanimously that the Said Charles 
Dehault Delassus be divested of all authority as Governor of this 
Jurisdiction and that the Colonel Commandant of the Militia be 
subject to the orders of this Convention only, with all the officers 
and men under his command, and be employed immediately to 
enforce obedience to the laws if necessary, and secure the public 
tranquility by carrying into complete operation the ordinance 
aforesaid, with the exception only that the powers heretofore 
vested in the Governor be exercised for the time being by this 
Convention.— 


On motion Resolved that some efficient measures be adopted 
to place at the disposition of this Convention the Garrison, 
Military Stores, public Archives and other public property at the 
town of Baton Rouge, and that an order be issued to that effect — 
to the Colonel Commandant of the Militia of this garrison. Where- 
upon the following order was issued accordingly, signed by all the 
members present, viz: 


“Philemon Thomas Esar. 


Sir, By a resolution of the Convention bearing even date 
herewith, the Colonel Commandant of the Militia of the Jurisdiction 
of Baton Rouge is directed in future to hold himself subject to 
this Convention only, and some prompt movement of the Militia 
being necessary for the: public safety, you will therefore imme- 
diately on the receipt of this order embody as many of the Militia 
as may in your opinion be necessary to place the Convention in 
possession of the Garrison at the town of Baton Rouge together 
with the Archives of the Government, and command them in person 
or appoint such other officer or officers as your discretion and 
Judgment may direct in order to effect that important object 
without delay— 


St Francisville Sept. 22d. 1810.” 


On motion Resolved that information be communicated without 
delay to the Government of the United States of the present 
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situation of this Territory and of the wish of this Convention 
that the said Territory may be recognized and protected by them 
as an integral part of the United States. Whereupon the following 
address was proposed to be forwarded to the Governor of the 
Mississippi Territory without delay viz: 


“To his Excellency David Holmes*® Governor of the Missis- 
sippi Territory. 


Sir, We have been abandoned and betrayed by our Governor 
Delassus, who is now anxiously waiting the arrival of Governor 
Folch,®! and avowedly with the determination of co-operating with 
him in any measures he may direct. Folch is beyond all doubt on 
his march towards Baton Rouge, not without support. The en- 
closed resolution and order taken upon it, will but show our determi- 
nation to resist oppression. We cannot but cherish the hope that 
our neighboring brethren will be put into motion to our succour. 
Indeed we all feel that the faith of our mother country stands 
pledged for our protection and support. In a day or two we calcu- 
late on the pleasure of forwarding to your Excellency an unquali- 
fied declaration of Independence, with such appeal to our parent 
country, as will at once free them from the fear of being com- 
promitted, and of our unalterable determination to assert our rights 
as an integral part of the United States. Any body of Militia put 
immediately in motion, men under the pretext of preserving tran- 
quility in their own Territory could not fail to favor our views; it 


50 David Holmes (March 10, 1770-August 30, 1832) was born in Pennsylvania, reared 
in Virginia, and educated in the Academy at Winchester. After studying law and serving as 
prosecuting attorney for Rockinghain county, 1793-1797, he served in Congress from 1797 to 
1809. Madison 3 ye him governor of Mississippi Territory and by subsequent _ 
ments he retained that office until Mississippi was admitted to the Union as a state. e was 
called upon to use discretion, tact, and courage against the Spanish and the Indians. He 
had a hard time restraining the people of his territory from going to the assistance of the 
revolutionists in West Florida. He assisted W. C. C. Claiborne in annexing the Baton Rouge 
district to the United States, and in 1812 he cooperated in the annexation of the Mobile 
district. He had great responsibilities in the Creek War and the War of 1812; was president 
of the Mississippi constitutional convention in 1817; and was governor of Mississippi from 
1817 to 1820, when he refused to become a candidate for reelection. He was president of the 
board of trustees of Jefferson College; United States Senator from Mississippi from August, 
1820, to September 13, 1825, when he resigned to become governor of his state; and took 
his seat in January, 1826, but ill-health forced him to retire in July of the same year. He 
then returned to Winchester, Virginia, where he suffered with paralysis for five years. He 
was never married.—Dictionary of American Biography, IX, 162-163. 


51 Vizente Folch had much trouble in West Florida while governor at Pensacola, and 
was removed in October, 1810. A year later he was penniless in Cadiz defending his reputation, 
and the regency exculpated him of all blame in offering to deliver West Florida to the United 
States. Five years later he was in Havana trying to clear his name completely and to collect 
his arrears of salary. He could not preserve order in West Florida, so he proposed to deliver 
it to the United States, and he was willing for the United States to send troops into the region 
to suppress lawlessness. He was certain that the United States had sold out to France for 
Canada and Florida, and he thought the military movements about New Orleans were prepara- 
tions for marching into West Florida. He made a poor governor of Florida, but it is doubtful 
if anyone could have preserved order there. Morales wished to see West Florida under the 
United States for he saw no possibility of Spain retaining it, and Folch agreed with him. 
Folch had spent many years on the frontier, was a nephew of Governor Miro of Louisiana, 
had advanced in position and responsibility, knew the people of the United States and their 
political views. and watched them with keen insight and justifiable forebodings.—Cox, op. cit., 
62, 68, 92, 149, 150, 161, 211-213, 287-289, 471, 474, 480, 508-519, 592-593. 
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would give a check to the tories, and serve to animate the honest 
tho’ timid Americans. If the gun boats could be prevailed upon to 
drop down to ye neighborhood of Baton Rouge, the Dons would 
be paralised. The bearer a confidential friend to the cause will 
explain our situation and wants more fully.—” 


And the same being read was unanimously agreed to, and 
ordered to be signed by the President, and forwarded without 
delay — 


The Convention then adjourned to meet at the town of Baton 
Rouge on Tuesday next the 25th. Instant at 10 O’Clock A. M.— 


And. Steele Secry. John Rhea President 


Baton Rouge Tuesday September 25th, 1810 


The Convention met according to adjournment. Present 
Messrs. John Rhea, John H. Johnson, William Barrow, John Mills, 
Philip Hicky, Thomas Lilley, Edmund Hawes, John Morgan and 
Manuel Lopez. 


A communication from Colonel Philemon Thomas was received, 
and ordered to be entered on the Journal, in‘the following words: 


“Head Quarters Fort of Baton Rouge Sept. 24th. 1810. To 
the Honorable John Rhea President of the Convention. | 


Sir, In obedience to the order of the Convention bearing date 
the 22d. Inst. I directed Major Johnson? to assemble such of the 
Cavalry as might be ready at hand, and march immediately for the 
fort of Baton Rouge. I then proceeded to Springfield where I 
found forty four of the Grenadier company, commanded by Colonel 
Ballenger®* waiting the orders of the Convention. At one O’Clock 
on the morning of the 23d. we joined Major Johnson and Captain 


52 Isaac Johnson of Feliciana, majer of the porate contingent under Philemon Thomas. 
See footnote 35, above. 


53 John Ballenger moved to West Florida from Kentucky shortly before the revolution of 
1810, and took a leading part in that movement. He was a colonel in command of the grena- 
diers from Springfield in the attack upon the Baton ments, fort, and was placed in command 
of the fort after its capture, where he arrested William King, one of Claiborne’s agents who 
was distributing the President's proclamation which Ballinger thought a forgery of the Spaniards 
= aid their cause. He released King and surrendered the fort to Claiborne’s forces after learn- 

ing that the proclamation was valid. He tried to induce the Spanish to release Hargreave and 
Sibley, whom they had taken prisoners at the battle of Saw Mill Creek. Later he went to Wash- 
ington as agent of the former West Florida conventionists, where he worked to get the territory 
to the Pearl River annexed to the new state of Louisiana, and to get lands for the West Plorida 
leaders and payment by Congress of the expenses incurred in the revolution. The War of 1812 
tponed all prospect of success in his endeavors, but later some success was made in the ad- 
justment of land claims. He had served in the Tennessee levies of 1794; became a captain 
the United States infantry on March 12. 1812; was elevated to major on March 3, 1813; 
and died August 14, 1813.—Cox, op. cit., 388, 397, 400, 418, 420, 428, 470. 484, 502, 504, 
309-601; ‘Arthor, op. cit., 100, 111, 139; Francis P. Heitman, Officers’ of the United States 
rmy, ‘ 
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Griffith** with twenty one of the Bayou Sarah Cavalry; and five 
or six other patriotic gentlemen joined us on our march. At four 
O’Clock the same morning we made the attack. My orders were 
not to fire till we received a shot from the Garrison, and to cry 
out in french and English Ground your arms and you shall not be 
hurt. This order was strictly attended to by the volunteers, till we 
received a discharge of musketry from the guard-house where the 
Governor was stationed, which was briskly returned by the volun- 
teers. We received no damage on our part, of the Governor’s troops 
Lieutenant Louis Grand Pré® was mortally wounded. Lieutenant 
J. B. Metzenger®* commandant of Artillery was also wounded one 
private was killed, and four badly wounded. We took twenty one 
prisoners among whom is Col. Delassus, the rest of the Garrison 
escaped by flight. The stores magazines &c found in the Garrison 
have been reported to you by James Neilson®? Esqr. appointed for 
that purpose. The various and complicated duties devolving on 
me from my peculiar situation forbid a more intimate detail. The 
firmness and moderation of the volunteers who made the attack 
was fully equal to that of the best diciplined troops. Whole com- 
panies are flocking to our standard daily, and the harmony and 
patriotism prevailing in the Garrison must be highly gratifying 
to every friend of his country. Accept Sir for yourself and your 
body assurances of my high esteem and regard. Philemon Thomas 
Commander in chief of the fort of Baton Rouge and its de- 
pendencies—”’ 


54 Liewellyn Colville Griffith was a prominent resident of the Feliciana district for several 
years prior to 1810. He helped tc organize the “Bayou Sarah Horse” for the attack upon the 
fort at Baton Rouge, and later was one of the officers on the punitive expedition to St. Helena 
against the opponents of the independence movement. He was elected as a representative from 
New Feliciana in the West Florida legislature on November 10, 1810, and served during the 
brief duration of that body.—Arthur, op. cit., 102, 105, 111, 119, 128; Skipwith, op. cit., 7. 


55 Louis Antonio de Grand Pré was a lieutenant at Baton Rouge. He was the son of the 
former governor Carlos de Grand Pré. He was visiting his sweetheart, Josephine Favrot, daughter 
of Pedro Favrot who lived across the river from Baton Rouge, on the day before the capture 
of the fort: but he returned to the fort on the night of the attack, in which he lost his life 
in line of duty as a ae Spanish soldier.—Arthur, op. cit., 62, noe: 106, 115-116; Cox, op. cit., 
870, 375, 392, 396-399 

5¢ Juan Baptiste Antoinette Metzinger had stated early in 1810 that the opposition to Span- 
ish rule in West Florida was due to the lax administration of the laws. As a loyal Spanish -t 
officer, he refused to attend the parties and dinners given by De Lassus to the conventionists. 
He and Louis de Grand Pré were the only Spanish officers living within the enclosure of the 
Baton Rouge fort, and they had only 28 men in the fort at the time of its capture, one corporal 
and three artillerymen being all that were in charge of the ordnance under Metzinger. He re- 
mained four days in Baton Rouge after the capture of the fort and then went to New Orleans 
to have his wounds treated. He petitioned from that point for his pay and for retention in the 
Spanish service, but requested permission to remain in New Orleans until cured. When sum- 
moned to Havana for trial in June, 1812, he pleaded ill health on account of his wounds. After 
a long delay, a court martial, in Aticust, 1814. sentenced him to a year’s suspension from the 
service. which sentence was ultimately approved by the Spanish king.—Cox, op. cit., 334, 370, 
391, 392. 396, 399, 404, 413: Arthur, op. cit., 62, 104, 106. 

57 James Neilson was active in the West Florida revelution and was appointed to make an 
inventory of the supplies and military stores in the Baton Rouge fort after its capture. After 
the West Florida republic was established he was elected one of the three members of the house 
= — from the Baton Rouge district in the short-lived legislature.—Arthur, op. 

226. 
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On motion Resolution that the thanks of the Convention be 
presented to Colonel Philemon Thomas commanding the volunteers 
of St Francisville and Springfield, and to the officers and men 
under his command for their gallant conduct, in taking possession 
of the fort at Baton Rouge and of the Archives of this Jurisdiction 
on the morning of the 23d. and that Messrs. John H. Johnson and 
John Mills be a Committee to wait upon the said commanding offi- 
cer and deliver to him a copy of this Resolution — 


An address received from the officers and volunteers occupy- 
ing the fort of Baton Rouge is ordered to be inserted on the Journal, 
which said address in the following words: 


“To the Honorable the Representatives of the free people of 
West Florida in Convention assembled. The Volunteers now 
occupying the Fort of Baton Rouge are highly gratified at the 
presence of your honorable body, whom we recognize as the legiti- 
mate organ of the Sovereign people— We acknowledge your honors 
as the rulers of the country, we acknowledge no others unless they 
derive their authority from you.— We have on a former occasion 
expressed our confidence and tendered you our support, and recent 
events have no doubt fully proved the reality of our professions— 
and we again in the most solemn manner, on the honor of Soldiers 
renew that pledge. Peace is desirable to all on honorable and safe 
principles; but when goaded by oppression, borne down by sub- 
altern tyrants insulted and betrayed, and an infernal machine at 
work to rivit on us eternal chains— we flew to arms in obedience 
to your orders, and we trust your honorable body will never allow 
the sword to be sheathed, till the work of Regeneration be complete, 
and the rights liberty & property of our citizens secured by a free 
representative Government and equal laws—(signed) Philemon 
Thomas Col. Commandt. William Kirkland®* Colo. Benjn. P. 
Thomas®® Brigade Inspector, John Ballenger® Capt. in behalf of 
himself and company, Robt. McCausland*! Majr, Robert Young®™ 
Major, Lewellyn C. Griffith®* Capt. of Dragoons for self & Com- 


58 William Kirkland was one of the leaders in the revolutionary movement, and he was 
requested to take a regular force to Mobile in the fall of 1810, where they would be joined by 
an additional force of 400 men sent by the military committee in an attempt to capture the 
fort of Mobile.—Arthur, op. cit., 111, 119, 129. 

59 Little is known of the career of Benjamin P. Thomas, except that he commanded the 
infantry forces in the capture of the fort at Baton Rouge. —Arthur, op. cit., 111. 

6° See footnote 53, above. 

61 See footnote 43, above. 

62 See footnote 44, above. 

68 See footnote 54, above. 
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pany, L. V. Foelkel* Capt. for self & Company, David T. W. Cook® 
Capt. p.t. 3d. Regt. of Infantry, John Dorch® Capt. p.t. 3d. Regt of 
Infantry. M. L. Haynie®’ Surgeon General for the Surgical depart- 
ment and Commander of the Provost Guard.” 


On motion Resolved that the Convention do now wait upon 
the said officers and volunteers in a body to deliver a reply to the 
foregoing address. Whereupon the said troops being assembled 
in the fort of Baton Rouge, and the Convention being there also 
present, the following address was read agreeable to the foregoing 
resolve. 


On motion it is ordered that a proclamation be issued to the 
inhabitants of this Jurisdiction in the following terms, viz: “By 
the Representatives of the people of the Jurisdiction of Baton 
Rouge in Convention assembled a Proclamation. 


To provide for the public safety and secure the peace and 
prosperity of the inhabitants has been our sole object since our 
first meeting agreeable to your commands. Being unexpectedly 
called to act for you at a time of general anxiety, without experi- 
ence in matters of so much importance, and without a perfect 
knowledge of your interests or wishes we proceeded to the discharge 
of the duties enjoined upon us with diffidence and embarrassment. 
We sought to obtain a redress of Grievances which we believed to 
be most generally complained of, and to remedy the evils which 
appeared to endanger the existence and safety of the province with- 
out making unnecessary innovations. We considered that senti- 
ments of loyalty and attachment to the mother country would ever 
be maintained by our constituents, while any probability remained 
of receiving protection from her for their lives and property. The 
ordinance of the 22d. of August will exhibit to the world a proof 


** This gentleman may be the ‘‘Valentine Foelkel,’’ a prominent citizen who was a little 
later elected alcalde for the Baton Rouge district. Arthur (op. cit., 111) deciphers the name 
as “L. Z. Foochtell,”” which appears to be an error; and Cox (op. cit., 370, 379) mentions a 
Mr. ‘‘Fouquier,” at whose home, a few miles from Baton Rouge, one of the dinners attended 
by De Lassus and the members of the convention was held. Could it be possible that these two 
names refer to the same individual !—Editor, Louisiana Historical Quarterly. 


66 David T. W. Cook of North Carolina was made a second lieutenant in the United States 
sixth infantry on April 24, 1800, but was honorably discharged on June 15, 1800. He led the 
third regiment from New Feliciana district in the attack upon the Baton Rouge fort in the West 
Florida revolution; and a little later he was discovered to be the leader in a plot to release De 
Lassus and Shepherd Brown from captivity in the Baton Rouge fort, and he and two of his 
fellow conspirators were cashiered and ordered to leave West Florida at once.—Arthur, op. cit., 
111, 124; Heitman, op. cit., 323. 


66 John Dorch (or “‘Dortch’”) had been a prominent resident of the New Feliciana district 
for several years prior to 1810. He took a prominent part in the West Florida revolution.— 
Skipwith, op. cit., 7. 

67 Martin L. Haynie a eg to have been a practicing physician of St. Francisville, as his 
name appears among the eighteen signers to an address to the Feliciana members of the conven- 
tion, dated August 13. 1810, on the eve of the second session of that body. He was also inter- 
— in the ng Society which the convention authorized to be organized in West Florida.—— 

ur, op. cit., 59. 
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that such sentiments were fondly cherished and entertained by us, 
and that the first magistrate of this department of the govern- 
ment, at that time concurred with us in establishing that ordinance 
to have the force and authority of law within this jurisdiction 
until the decision of the Captain General of the Island of Cuba 
thereon should be made known. Since that time we have had 
reason to doubt the fidelity of Mr. Delassus. He has acted and 
spoken in a manner which has destroyed our confidence in him; 
and under such circumstances, we consider ourselves bound by 
every consideration of duty, as well as regard for the peace of the 
country to wrest from him the authority with which he was vested, 
and put it out of his power to bring on us the dreadful calamities 
of civil discord, by raising and arming some of the inhabitants in 
opposition to the measures which had been solemnly sanctioned by 
himself— We lament that his sanguinary disposition has caused 
some effusion of blood by commanding a vain resistence to be made 
to the brave volunteers, who took possession of this fort agreeable 
to our instructions on the morning of the 23d. Instant. But it will 
not be in his power any longer to vex the inhabitants either by a 
corrupt administration of our laws or by exciting dissentions among 
us. We congratulate our constituents on this fortunate event, and 
invite them to join in harmony to support the measures which are 
intended for the happiness and prosperity of the country. We have 
no other object but to secure the happiness of all as far as our 
powers extend, and for this purpose it is necessary that we should 
be informed of the sentiments and wishes of all. Let every District 
and settlement without delay send to us, besides their deputies if 
they think proper, as many other persons as they may choose, in 
whom they can have confidence, to confer with us freely, and make 
known the terms on which we can unite to establish some perma- 
nent regulations to secure the peace, liberty and prosperity of our 
country— Baton Rouge Septr. 25th. 1810.—” 


On motion it is ordered that Mr. Edmund Hawes a member 
of this Convention be deputed to visit the inhabitants of the District 
of St. Helena to endeavor to remove any discontent, which may have 
been excited among those inhabitants by misrepresentations of the 
proceedings of this Convention or otherwise, and that he be the 
bearer of an address to them in the following terms: 


“Baton Rouge September 25th. 1810— 


The Representatives of the people of the Jurisdiction of Baton 
Rouge in Convention assembled, To the Inhabitants of St Helena 
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& St Ferdinand. Friends and Brethren, the unhappy misunder- 
standing and distrust which seem to keep you at a distance from 
us, and still more the extraordinary crisis at present produced, by 
the weakness and duplicity of a chief magistrate who encouraged 
and for some time professed to support a system of self-preserva- 
tion and government among us, having solely in view the happiness 
and security of this our beloved country, call at the present 
moment, for a prompt, free and candid interchange of sentiments, 
feelings and wishes of the people, to the end that the most speedy 
and effectual measures may be adopted to restore confidence, pre- 
serve peace and reéstablish harmony— We therefore the Repre- 
sentatives aforesaid have deputed our Colleague Edmund Hawes 
a man of known integrity and moderation, connected among and 
_ known to many of the respectable Inhabitants of your Districts, to 
visit you, and in the names of our constituents, to invite you to loose 
no time in deputing from among yourselves, such number of per- 
sens as you shall Judge proper besides your delegates to come and 
confer with us, and express the causes and source of your dissatis- 
faction.— We must not, cannot shed each other’s blood— We owe 
it to God and to the safety and happiness of our wives and children, 
by all means in our power to avert the calamities & mischiefs which 
must unavoidably result from further Jarrings and Jealousies be- 
tween one District and another.— If in the ordinances enacted by 
us, and approved by your own representatives as well as the Gover- 
nor, you perceive sources of grievance or complaint, we conjure 
you through your deputies, to make those grievances known, and 
consistent with the duties we owe to our constituents there is no 
sacrifice we will not make, save that of character and determination 
not to be intimidated by the intreagues of designing and ambitious 
men, to unite you with us in the bond of union, peace and good 
Government— But we cannot consent to abandon the good of our 
common country, because through the artifices of a corrupt Gover- 
nor, suspicions may have been excited among you of the purity of 
our intentions. The cause of each Individual of this Jurisdiction 
of whatever political or religious opinions he may be, from what- 
ever motives he may have sought an asylum among us is the cause 
of us all, and in this view we are ready to pledge with you our 
lives & fortunes, that no one among us shall hereafter be disturbed 
in the equal enjoyment of the rights & blessings to which we are 
equally entitled, and which may be secured to us under any changes 
in the great political world with respect to us if we do not disgrace 
& ruin ourselves by civil dissentions.” 
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The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning 9 
O’clock. 


And. Steele Secy. John Rhea President 


Wednesday Septr. 26th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present Messrs. 
John Rhea, John H. Johnson, William Barrow, John Mills, Philip 
Hicky, Thomas Lilley, Manuel Lopez, Edmund Hawes, John Mor- 
gan; and William Spiller. 


On motion Resolved that this Convention do now declare the 
several Districts composing the Territory of West Florida to be a 
free and independent State— Whereupon the following form of a 
Declaration of Independence was proposed and seconded viz— 


“By the Representatives of the people of West Florida in Con- 
vention assembled a Declaration— It is known to the world with 
how much fidelity the good people of this Territory have professed 
and maintained allegiance to their legitimate sovereign, while any 
hope remained of receiving from him protection for their property 
and lives. Without making any unnecessary innovation in the es- 
tablished principles of the Government we had voluntarily adopted 
certain regulations in concert with our first magistrate, for the 
express purpose of preserving this Territory and shewing our 
attachment to the Government which had heretofore protected us. 
This compact which was entered into with good faith on our part 
will forever remain an honorable testimony of our upright inten- 
tions, and inviolable fidelity to our king and parent country. While 
so much as a shadow of legitimate authority remained to be exer- 
cised over us, we sought only a speedy remedy for such evils as 
seemed to endanger our existence and prosperity, and were en- 
couraged by our Governor with solemn promises of assistance and 
co-operation. But those measures which were intended for our 
protection, he has endeavored to pervert into an engine of destruc- 
tion, by encouraging in the most perfidious manner, the violation 
of the ordinances sanctioned and established by himself as the law 
of the land— Being thus left without any hope of protection from 
the mother country, betrayed by a magistrate, whose duty it was to 
have provided for the safety and tranquility of the people and 
Government committed to his charge, and exposed to all the evils 
of a state of anarchy, which we have so long endeavored to avert, 
it becomes our duty to provide for our own security as a free and 
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independent State, absolved from all allegiance to a Government 
which no longer protects us.— We therefore the Representatives 
aforesaid, appealing to the Supreme ruler of the world for the rec- 
titude of our intentions, do solemnly publish and declare the several 
Districts composing this Territory of West Florida to be a free 
and independent State, and that they have a right to institute for 
themselves such form of Government, as they may think conducive 
to their safety and happiness— to form treaties— to establish com- 
merce— to provide for their common defence, and do all acts which 
may of right be done by a Sovereign and independent Nation.— 
At the same time declaring all acts within the said Territory of 
West Florida after this date of any authorities or Tribunal not 
deriving their powers from the people, agreeable to the provisions 
established by this Convention to be null and void— and calling 
upon all foreign nations to respect this our declaration, acknowledg- 
ing our independence, and giving us such aid as may be consistent 
with the laws and usages of Nations. 


This declaration made in Convention at the town of Baton 
Rouge on the twenty sixth day of September in the year of our 
Lord one.thousand eight hundred and ten. We the Representatives 
aforesaid in the name and on behalf of our constituents, do solemnly 
pledge ourselves to support, with our lives and fortunes. (Signed) 
John H. Johnson, John Mills, Edmund Hawes, John Morgan, Thos. 
Lilley, William Spiller, Philip Hicky, William Barrow, John Rhea 
President— By order of the Convention, And. Steele Secry.”’ | 


And the same being read was agreed to by all the members 
whose signatures are affixed thereto, and being read publicly in 
presence of the officers and volunteers occupying the fort of Baton 
Rouge is ordered to be published in the several Districts of this 
Commonwealth without delay.— 


On motion Resolved that a proclamation be addressed to the 
Inhabitants of this Commonwealth in the following terms: 


“By the Representatives of the people of the Commonwealth 
of Florida a Proclamation.— The several Districts of the Territory 
of West Florida having been declared a free and independent State, 
by a solemn act of this Convention made and published this day— 
We hasten to congratulate our fellow-citizens on this fortunate 
event, and to assure them that nothing shall be wanting on our part, 
in order to secure to our constituents and our country the blessings 
of liberty and equal rights, and to establish those rights on the 
most permanent foundation. In the mean time the laws heretofore 
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observed in the administration of Justice and determining the 
rights of property remain in full force, as far as the situation of 
the country will permit. The ordinances and resolutions adopted 
by the Convention with the concurrence of the Governor on the 22d. 
day of August last, are considered as Law agreeable to the procla- 
mation of that date, excepting only that the powers vested in the 
Governor by that ordinance, will be exercised by the Convention, 
for the time being, and until some permanent regulations be made 
for the better Government of this Commonwealth— Baton Rouge 
Septr. 26th. 1810. By order of the Convention. (Signed) John Rhea 
President.” 


The convention then adjourned until Tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock A.M. 


And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Thursday Septr. 27th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present Messrs. 
John Rhea, John H. Johnson, William Barrow, John Mills, Philip 
Hicky, Manuel Lopez, William Spiller, and John W. Leonard— 


Mr. Lopez having informed the Convention that no election for 
an Alcalde had been held at the town of Baton Rouge according 
to the provisions of the ordinance of this Convention of the 22d. of 
August last, on motion it is ordered that an election be held for the 
said officer at the house of Mr. Antonio Grass® in the said town 
on Friday next the 28th. Instant, to be conducted by Mr. Grass, 
and that a return be made to this Convention of the name of the 
person so'elected without delay.— On motion it is ordered that the 
inhabitants of the Division entitled to vote at the said election be 
notified of the foregoing order by proclamation, which said procla- 
mation was issued accordingly— 


On motion it is ordered that the officer commissioned as 
Colonel Commandant of the Militia of the Jurisdiction of Baton 
Rouge,.be the Commanding officer of all the Militia of this Com- 
monwealth with the title of Brigadier General. 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 


O’Clock. 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


68 Antonio Grass (he spelled his name “Gras’’) was a prominent citizen of Baton Rouge, of 
Spanish descent. He donated the plot of ground on which the Catholic church of Baton 

was erected shortly before 1810, and he and his wife are buried beneath the floor of the church. 
A part of his plantation was subdivided into city lots, and a section of Baton Rouge is still 
c “Grass Town.”’—Proceedings of the Historical Society of East and West Baton Rouge, 
1(1916-1917), 31; De Bow’s R , XII (1852), 25. 
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Friday Sept. 28th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday and Mr. Benjamin O. Williams. 


On motion it is ordered that a Copy of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence of this Commonwealth, made by the Convention on the 
26th. Instant, be sent to his Excellency David Holmes Governor 
of the Mississippi Territory, together with an address in the follow- 
ing terms— 

“The Convention of the State of Florida To his Excellency 
David Holmes Governor of the Mississippi Territory. 


Sir, We the Delegates of the people of this State have the honor 
to enclose to you an official copy of their act of Independence, re- 
questing that it may be forthwith transmitted by you to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, with the expression of their most confi- 
dent and most ardent hope that it may accord with the policy of the 
government, as it does with the safety and happiness of the people 
of the United States to take the present Government and people 
of this State under their immediate and special protection, as an 
integral and inalienable portion of the United States. The Conven- 
tion and their constituents of the State of Florida rest in the firm 
persuasion that the blood which flows in the veins of their Constitu- 
ents, will remind the Government and people of the United States, 
that they are their children, that they have been acknowledged as 
such by the most solemn acts of the Congress of the United States, 
and that so long as Independence and the rights of man shall be 
maintained and cherished by the American Union the good people 
of this State cannot be abandoned or exposed to the invasion viol- 
ence or force of any foreign or domestic foe. 


The Convention beg leave to receive for yourself and to assure 
the President of their high respect and Consideration.”’ 


On motion Resolved that Messrs. Robert Percy, William Kirk- 
land and William Spiller be authorized and required to make a 
complete inventory of all the public property, within the fort of 
Baton Rouge and the vicinity thereof which has been taken in 
charge by the Volunteers under the command of General Philemon 
Thomas agreable to the orders of this Convention— That the said 
inventory be made in presence of Mr. Delassus late Governor of 
this Jurisdiction, and that Mr. Francis Herault® be requested to 


6° Francis Herault was long a prominent resident of Baton Rouge. Since most of the mem- 
bers of the convention were unfamiliar with the Spanish language, an interpreter was necessary 
in communicating with De Lassus and the other Spanish officials. 
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attend the said Gentleman as Interpreter while employed in this 
service.— 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning 9 
O’Clock. | 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Saturday Septr. 29th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday. On motion Resolved that all the in- 
habitants of this District, from the Bayou Manchac to the Devil’s 
Swamp be requested to furnish their able-bodied negroe-men for 
two days, to make repairs immediately necessary to place the fort 
of Baton Rouge in a State of defence— The said negroes to be fur- 
nished with provisions at the public expence during the time they 
may be employed in the said service. The necessary implements 
such as axes, hoes, spades, carts and oxen to be furnished by the 
said inhabitants— Col. William Kirkland is hereby authorised to 
communicate this request to the said inhabitants, employing such 
persons as he may think proper in this service, which he is required 
to execute without delay.— 


The following address is received from the officers command- 
ing in the fort of Baton Rouge: 


“Head Quarters fort of Baton Rouge Septr. 29th. 1810. 


To the Honorable the Convention of West Florida in Baton 
Rouge assembled. The officers now commanding in the said fort, 
convened by order of the Commander in chief to take into considera- 
tion the expediency of a Tanchapaho Campaign, unanimously agree, 
that in their opinion prompt and afficient measures should be 
taken to restore tranquility in the District of St- Helena. The 
officers and troops are ready to serve you, and shall wait for your 
orders on that occasion. We would only suggest to your honors, 
that the Commandant of the Detachment should be furnished with 
powers to do any act that in his opinion will restore order, on prin- 
ciples consistent with the honor and independence of the country.—” 


Whereupon it was ordered that a detachment of Volunteers 
under the command of Brigadier General Thomas be sent into the 
said District of St Helena for the purpose expressed in the forego- 
ing address, and that the said commanding officer be furnished 
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with a copy of the Declaration of' the Independence of this Com- 
monwealth, and an address from the Convention to be by him made 
known to the inhabitants of the said District. 


The Convention adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock.— 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Sunday Septr. 30th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday except Mr. John H. Johnson. 


On motion Resolved that Instructions in writing be made and 
delivered to General Philemon Thomas agreable to the Resolution 
of yesterday, together with an address to the inhabitants of the 
District of St. Helena. Whereupon it is proposed to deliver to the 
said officer Instructions in the following terms: 


“To Philemon Thomas Brigadier General Commanding the 
Militia of the Commonwealth of Florida. 


Sir, The Convention of this Commonwealth being informed that 
some of the inhabitants of the eastern Districts have shewn a dispo- 
sition to counteract the measures which have been established for 
securing the liberty and prosperity of this Commonwealth, it is 
deemed expedient to send into those districts a detachment of the 
volunteers under your command, for the purpose of obtaining a 
fair and unequivocal expression of the public sentiment in that 
quarter, and of restoring tranquility by convincing the disaffected 
that they cannot trample upon the laws of our country with im- 
punity.— You will command in person the detachment destined for 
this service.— As you are fully informed of our views and wishes, 
and as your movements must be governed in a great measure by the 
disposition which you may find to prevail among the inhabitants, 
we have determined to entrust in a great measure with discretionary 
powers. You will however pursue uniformly as far as you may 
think prudent and practicable conciliatory measures; taking every 
opportunity of informing the people of our disposition towards 
them, and of the object which we have in view, for the benefit of 
the country, and all its inhabits.— For this purpose you will make 
use of the proclamation sent herewith, with such explanations as 
you may think proper to give from time to time according to circum- 
stances.— You will resort to force chiefly for the purpose of secur- 
ing the designing and unprincipled men who have attempted to 
seduce and mislead those inhabitants— Having too much reason 
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to suspect that one of the members of our body, and one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, William Cooper and Shepard Brown 
may be of this number, you will take all prudent and proper meas- 
ures to take them into your custody, and bring them to answer to 
us the charges, which may lie exhibited against them.— You will 
carry with you a copy of our declaration of the Independence of 
this Commonwealth, and receive the signatures of such as may 
choose to engage to support it.— Using your own discretion in all 
cases where the safety of your party or the tranquility and peace 
of the country may in your opinion require the military force and 
bravery of your troops to be employed.— Relying on your fidelity 
and good conduct, and wishing you success in this enterprise for the 
prosperity of our common country, we beg you to accept the assur- 
ance of our high consideration.” 


And the same being read was unanimously agreed to, and or- 
dered to be signed by the President, and delivered to the said Com- 
manding officer, together with a Copy of the declaration of inde- 
pendence of this Commonwealth, and an address in the following 
terms: 


“Inhabitants of St. Helena and St. Ferdinand A Proclamation 
Deceived by a man of no Colour in Politics, by a Wretch who will 
abandon you at the hour of danger, by a man who accepted, mean- 
ing to betray, an appointment from the Convention of the highest 
trust & importance to the People, you will no longer suffer your- 
selves to be misled by the Cameleon, Brown; & much less by the 
Traitor from our own Bosom, whose Murderous cruelties, even at 
an age when the youth of his Beard might have taught the most 
criminal in lieu of the most innocent Captives, to expect mercy, 
will not allow him to remain quiet.—Cooper!™ After approving, & 
sanctioning with his signature all our Ordinances, endeavored with 
Brown to stir your bloods to anarchy & discord. 


The Convention secure in the purity & patriotism of their 
cause, as they are in their strength, & support from abroad, still 
address you as Friends & Brethren, whom nature one common inter- 
est, & the ties of blood, call all to rally under the glorious star which 
now presides over their liberty & regeneration. 


Inhabitants of St. Helena & St. Ferdinand! the Convention 
call on you for the last time to unbosom yourselves to Genl. Thomas, 


70 They here refer to Shepherd Brown who had been appointed as a Judge of the supreme 
court by the convention, and then had a change of heart and gone against the revolution. 
See footnote 29, above. 


™1 This reference is to William Cooper who had been a member of the convention at first 
but had withdrawn when its actions took on a radical aspect. See footnote 16, above. 
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the plain & virtuous Chief, who leads a Band of Heroes, & to learn 
from him the words of Peace, Union, & Independence.— The Con- 
vention in the name of their Constituents, & of all the Inhabitants 
of Florida, ask of you, if complaints you have to depute & send 
to them from among yourselves, men of principle & moderation. 
With such men the Convention will concede all to satisfy you, except 
Liberty & Independence & good Government, but they will make 
no Compromise with one of their own Members, and an officer 
of their own appointment who betrays them, & seeks to plunge the 
Country into anarchy & civil War. | 


Signed John Rhea President” 
“Baton Rouge 30 Sepr. 1810” 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock. | 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Monday October 1st. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday except Mr. Lilley— 


On motion Resolved that a Copy of the declaration of the Inde- 
pendence of this Commonwealth be sent to the Governor of the 
Territory of Orleans together with an address of the same tenor 
with that already directed to the Governor of the Mississippi Terri- 
tory.— 

A communication is received from several Physicians and Sur- 
geons now employed in the public service at the fort of Baton 
Rouge in the following terms— 


“Fort of Baton Rouge Septr. 29th. 1810— 


To the Honorable the members of the Convention of West 
Florida— | 

Gentlemen, We deem it necessary in order to fulfill the declara- 
tion of the charter you have been pleased to grant us to form our 
first meeting on monday next at St. Francisville, for the purpose 
of establishing a medical society ; but in the present situation of our 
country we feel it a greater duty to attend our posts, and the duties, 
which we have cheerfully engaged in, than to leave the fort, at 
this critical moment, merely to comply with the injunctions of a 
law passed for the purpose of giving a proper respect to our pro- 
fession and as a preventative of Empiricism. At the same time we 
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wish to have an assurance from your honorable body, that a neglect 
of this part of our charter shall not do away the same, otherwise 
we shall feel it our duty to comply with the strict letter of the Law 
as it now stands. We are &c &c (Signed) M. L. Hanie,"? J. C. Wil- 
liams,7* W. Lyon,** Dudley Avery,” Cors. R. French’ 


On motion Resolved that the Physicians and Surgeons author- 
ised to form a Medical Society by certain Resolutions of this Con- 
vention of the 22d. of August last, and required to hold their first 
meeting on the first day of October, at the town of St. Francisville, 
be authorised to meet at the town of Baton Rouge on the 9th day 
of the present month and that the said Resolutions of the 22d of 
August relative to the said medical society remain and be estab- 
lished to have the force and authority of Law within the Common- 
wealth, without any other alteration than that hereby allowed 
relative to the first meeting of the said society.— 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock. 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Note by Kemper 


Tuesday October 2d. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present Messrs. 
John Rhea, William Barrow, John Mills, Philip Hicky, Edmund 
Hawes, John Morgan, William Spiller, John W. Leonard, Joseph 
Thomas, and Thomas Lilley.— 


On motion Resolved that some person be nominated and vested 
with full powers by this Convention as an envoy to the Government - 
of the United States to be immediately dispatched to make such 
arrangements with that Government, as he may think proper for 
the safety, prosperity and preservation of this Commonwealth, as 
an Independent State or an integral part of the United States. 


Note by Kemper. 


72 See footnote 67, above. 


™ Dr. John C. Williams was a prominent physician of Baton Rouge, residing on a planta- 
tion a few miles below that town. 


™4 Dr. William Lyon appears to have been a St. Francisville physician, as his name a 
on the list of eighteen who signed an address to thé members of the convention from the Felici- 
ana district, on August 13, 1810.—Arthur, op. cit., 59. 

™ Dr. Dudley Avery was a prominent Baton Rouge physician, who took an active part in 
the West Florida revolutionary movement. He was one of the three members of the house of 
representatives from the Baton Rouge district in the West Florida legislature, and was elected 
speaker of the house on December 4, 1810, after John Hunter Johnson resigned his seat in 
that body because of removal of the sittings of the legislature to Baton Rouge. 

7 Dr. O.'R. French was for many years after the revolution of 1810 a prominent Baton 
Rouge physician. 
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On motion Resolved that a loan of thirty thousand Dollars be 
negotiated for on the part of the Convention in the City of New 
Orleans or elsewhere, for the purpose of defraying the public ex- 
pences of this Government, and that John Rhea, John W. Leonard 
and Philip Hicky be a Committee to take into consideration and 
report to this Convention, the best and most proper measures for 
the attainment of the same.— 


_ The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock. 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Wednesday October 3d. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday— 


A communication is received from Mr. Antonio Grass inform- 
ing that in obedience to the order of this Convention of the 27th. 
Septr. last he had received and examined the votes of the electors 
for an Acalde of the Division extending from the Mississippi River 
to Jones’ Creek, and from the lower line of Miron’s plantation to 
the Bayou on the plantation of Madam OBrian and that Valentine 
Foelkel ™* was duly elected having received thirty eight votes.— 


The Convention then adjourned until Tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock. 
And. Steel Secry John Rhea President 


Thursday October 4th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday. 


On motion Resolved that one hundred and four men be enlisted 
as private soldiers in the service of this Commonwealth for the 
term of six months at five Dollars per month, under the command 
of such officer or officers as shall be commissioned for that purpose. 


On motion Resolved that the said Troops be allowed the same 
bounty, pay, clothing and rations, and be subject to the same rules 
and articles of war, as the troops in the regular service of the United 
States; it being understood and provided that no corporal punish- 
ment, shall be inflicted but by the sentence of a Court Martial. 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock. 


And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 
77 See footnote 64, above. 
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Friday October 5th 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present Messrs. 
John Rhea, John H. Johnson, William Barrow, John Mills, Philip 
Hicky, Thomas Lilley, Edmund Hawes, John Morgan, John W. 
Leonard, William Spiller, and Joseph Thomas. 


A communication from his Excellency David Holmes Governor 
of the Mississippi Territory of the President of the Convention is 
received and ordered to be entered on the Journal in the following 
words. 

“Town of Washington 30th. Septr. 1810— 


Sir, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 26th. Inst. enclosing a Copy of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence of West Florida, you and your colleagues may rest assured 
that no time will be lost by me in forwarding these important Docu- 
ments to the President of the United States— In the mean time let 
me be early informed of every occurence that may take place in- 
teresting to the Inhabitants of your Government, whether they 
arise from internal or external sources. I shall leave this place on 
thursday next, for the County of Wilkinson— on Saturday I shall 
be at the General Muster near the Court House, after that day direct 
your communications to me at this place I have the honor to be 
with great respect for you and your colleagues your Obdt. (signed) 
David Holmes” 


On motion Resolved that so much of the ordinance of this Con- 
vention of the 22d. of August last, as relates to the tax on slaves 
imported into this commonwealth be repealed, and the same is here- 
by repealed accordingly— And all persons residing within this 
Commonwealth, or allowed by the said ordinance to obtain permis- 
sion of residence within the same, be allowed to import and bring 
into this Commonwealth all slaves belonging to them or which they 
may have in charge without paying any tax or duty therefor what- 
ever, anything contained in the said ordinance to the contrary not- 
withstanding.— 


On motion Resolved that so much of the ordinance of this Con- 
vention of the 22d. of August last as relates to the tax on lands be 
amended in such manner that all lands within this Commonwealth 
be reduced to three classes according to quality, and that lands of 
the first quality be subject to pay six ryals per hundred arpents 
those of the second quality four rials per hundred Arpents, and 
those of the third quality two rials per hundred Arpents, and that 
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the several Alcaldes be assessors of the same, each for his division 
in which he resides; and express the quality of the lands of each 
person whose taxable property he is required to return to the Com- 
mandant of the District, who shall make his return in the same 
manner to the Clerk of the Superior Court. And it shall be the duty 
of the Alcalde aforesaid to make a return of the Lands of non-resi- 
dents at the same times, and in the same manner, classing them 
according to their quality, as the lands of the inhabitants of the 
country, each for the District in which he resides. 


On motion Resolved that Mr. John H. Johnson be, and he is 
hereby nominated and appointed an envoy from this Convention to 
the Government of the United States of America agreable to the 
Resolution of the 2d. Instant. 


The Convention adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock. 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Saturday October 6th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as yesterday. 


Mr. Hicky from the Committee appointed to take into consid- 
eration and report to this Convention the best and most proper 
measures for negotiating a loan for the purpose of defraying the 
public expenses of this government submits the following report. 


“Your Committee beg leave to report the following plan as the 
most certain, efficacious and honorable means of raising any sum 
of money which may be necessary for the immediate support of the 
Government. That your President be authorised and directed in 
the name of the Convention and for the use of the people of this 
Commonwealth to issue Conventional notes for such sum as the 
Convention may deem it expedient and necessary at this moment to 
direct, payable to order and made redeemable in two equal instal- 
ments, bearing an interest of ten per Cent per annum, as follows 
the first instalment to be paid in twelve months, from the time of 
issuing the said notes, and the last in eighteen months from the 
same date.” 

And the same being read was unanimously agreed to— Where- 
upon on motion it is ordered that the same Committee prepare a 
sufficient number of Notes in the proper form to be issued for the 
sum of Thirty thousand dollars agreable to the Resolution of the 
2d. Instant.— 


a 
| 
| 


Official Records West Florida Revolution and Republic 737 


On motion Resolved that the associate Judges of the Superior 
Court, the Civil Commandants and Alcaldes within this Common- 
wealth, be authorised to solemnise marriage each within the District 
in which he resides; causing the parties in all cases to sign a mar- 
riage contract in presence of not less than two witnesses of full age 
besides the said civil officer— and all marriages so solemnised as 
aforesaid shall be lawful, and have the same effect in law as those 
solemnised in the usual form— And it is further Resolved that it 
_ shall be the duty of the Civil Commandant in each District within 
this Commonwealth to make and keep in his office a fair and accu- 
rate register of all the marriages solemnised within the District 
in which he resides by any officer Civil or Ecclesiastical; for which 
purpose every officer shall return to the Civil Commandant of the 
District a certificate of every marriage solemnised by him, with the 
names of the subscribing witnesses within three months after the 
same shall have been solemnised by him as aforesaid— and it is 
further Resolved that every officer be entitled to receive the sum 
of four dollars for the solemnisation of a marriage by him, and 
every Civil Commandant the sum of one dollar for recording the 
same as aforesaid— 


On motion Resolved that all French and British Patents for 
Lands lying within this Commonwealth, which said lands have been 
conveyed by Spanish Patents, shall be void, and shall never be re- 
ceived as evidence of such claims in any Court of Justice within 
this State.— 


Whereas Ira C. Kneeland’ late Deputy Surveyor General of 
the Jurisdiction of Baton Rouge, has clandestinely left the said 
Jurisdiction, and carried away all the public papers belonging to 
his office, to the infinite prejudice, as it is presumed of the good 
people of this Commonwealth— wherefore on motion of Mr. John- 
son, seconded by Mr. Leonard Resolved that the whole estate real 
and personal of the said Ira C. Kneeland be sequestered and kept 
in security until the Convention can investigate the conduct of said 
Kneeland.— 


The Convention then adjourned until monday next at 9 O’Clock 
A.M. | 
And, Steele Secry John — President 


78 Ira C. Kneeland had been a prominent resident of the Feliciana district for many years — 


prior to the revolution of 1810, and the fact that he held an important yk under the nish 
regime would indicate that he was “aad regarded by those who controlled the government prior 
to the revolution,—Skipwith, op. cit., 
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Monday October 8th. © 


The Convention met according to adjournment present Messrs. 
John Rhea, John H. Johnson, John Mills, William Barrow, Philip 
Hicky, Thomas Lilley, Edmund Hawes, John Morgan, William 
Spiller, John W. Leonard, and Joseph Thomas.— 


An Inventory of the property of Captain Raphael Crocker,” 
late Secretary of the Government for the Jurisdiction of Baton 
Rouge, which property is found within this Commonwealth, is 
presented by Mr. Antonio Grass made according to an order 
formerly given by this Convention, which said Inventory is ordered 
to be filed and preserved with the Records of the Convention.— 


On motion Resolved that Mr. Abner L. Duncan *® be appointed 
an agent for this Convention for the purpose of negociating a cer- 
tain number of the notes to be issued agreable to a Resolution of 
the 6th. Instant, in the City of New Orleans, and that the Com- 
mittee appointed to prepare the said notes be directed to place 
in his hands a number equal to the sum of dollars requesting him 
at the same time to undertake the said agency. 


On motion of Mr. Johnson seconded by Mr. Hicky Resolved 
that, the Spanish yoke being now thrown off, and a fair prospect 
of establishing our independence, this Convention do now proceed 
to form a Constitution for this Commonwealth.— 


By request of Mr. Lilley it is ordered to be entered of record 
that he voted in opposition to the foregoing resolution.— 


On motion Resolved that Messrs. John Rhea, John H. Johnson 


7° Raphael Crocker was secretary to governor De Lassus at Baton Rouge, and was one of 
the Spanish officials accused of tyranny in the administration of the government. He was 
present at the dinners given by De Lassus and others to the conventionists, but he apparently 
sensed the situation and advised De Lassus to put the fort at Baton Rouge in a state of defense. 
After the capture of that fort, he formulated a plan for retaking it, but he was pursued by the 
insurgents and took refuge with relatives across the Mississippi river. His wife was consider- 
ably annoyed by the constant surveillance, and his property was temporarily confiscated and he 
was accused of having transferred his property to his father-in-law, an American citizen, in 
anticipation of the overturn in West Florida. He later went to New Orleans to join a force 
that pro to retake the fort at Baton Rouge, then went to Pensacola, and finally to the 
United States where his father-in-law resided. He was blamed by the fiscal at Havana, along 
with De Lassus, for the type of government maintained in West Florida and for failure to keep 
the Baton Rouge fort in a state of defense. In August, 1814, he was sentenced by the court 
martial at Havana to six months further arrest, which would seem to indicate that he had been 
constantly under arrest since March, 1811, when the formal inquiry into the fall of Baton Rouge 
ae A at Pensacola.—Cox, op. cit., 333, 370, 371, 389, 391-408, 413; Arthur, op. cit., 


8© Abner L. Duncan was a prominent attorney of New Orleans, who was interested in many 
commercial ventures in Spanish territory. He had been a legal advisor of James Wilkinson and 
had aided him in clearing himself of charges made against him. He was a supporter of the revolu- 
tionary movement in West Florida, but he had little success in his effort to procure a lcan or to 
market the naper notes for the convention. He was a staunch friend of Andrew Jackson and served 
as one of his aides during the New Orleans campaign of 1814-1815. He also served as one of 
Jackson’s attorneys during his trial before Judge Hall for contemnt of court. He was long an 
outstanding figure in New Orleans business and legal circles.—Cox, op. cit., 220, 405, 429, 
431, 465; John Spencer Bassett, Life of Andrew Jackson, 217, 228. 
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and John W. Leonard be a Committee to draft a Constitution for 
the Government of this Commonwealth and that the said Commit- 
tee report to this house without unnecessary delay. 


The Convention then adjourned until Tomorrow morning at 
9 O’Clock. 


And. Steele Secry. John Rhea President 


Tuesday October 9th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as yesterday except Mr. Barrow. 


Shepherd Brown Esquire having appeared and presented him- 
self to answer to this Convention any charges which may be 
exhibited against him, on motion it is ordered that the said Shep- 
herd Brown be sent to the post of Baton Rouge to be there safely 
kept until further orders from this Convention— Whereupon the 
following order was issued accordingly— 


“To Brigadier General Thomas Commanding the volunteers 
now occupying the fort of Baton Rouge. 


Sir, you will receive and take into custody Shepherd Brown 
who has delivered himself to the Convention this day— and him 
safely keep in some apartment separate from the other persons 
until further orders. Baton Rouge October 9th 1810. By order 
of the Convention John Rhea President.” 


- The following communication received from General Thomas 
is ordered to be inserted on the Journal viz: 


“Head Quarters fort of Baton Rouge October 9th, 1810. 


Sir, Pursuant to the orders I received from your honors, I 
commenced my march for the District of St. Helena, on the first 
day of October, on the third I crossed the Amite at Major Curtis’s*" 
at the head of about four hundred men. I had previously wrote 
to Michael Jones*? requesting an interview with him— He met 


81 This reference appears to be to the plantation of Reuben Curtis on the Amite River which 
— the Baton Rouge and Feliciana districts from the St. Helena district. See footnote 
38, e 

82 Michael Jones had been a resident of West Florida for many years, and in 1804 Governor 
Grand Pré was assisted by him in driving back the Kemper attack upon Baton Rouge. In the 
early part of 1810 he had solicited aid of Governor Folch at Pensacola in crushing the threat 
of revdindien in West Florida. De Lassus counted upon him in leading the o tion to the 
convention movement in the St. Helena district, and his followers destroyed the property and 
killed the stock cf William Cooper, a member of the convention from that district. When the 
convention sent the punitive expedition into St. Helena, Jones gave in and signed the declara- 
tion of independence. He was referred to as “that damned old Tory” because of his activities 
during the rican Revolution.—Cox, op. cit., 158, 387, 408, 412; Arthur, op. cit., 119, 120. 
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me at Well’s six miles east of the Amite and tendered a proposition 
for an Union between the several Districts, signed by himself and 
others— but his conduct was such as to preclude any idea of 
negociation. However on the same evening he surrendered his 
men at discretion, and signed the Declaration of Independence. 
The same evening I dispatched an advanced guard under Major 
Johnson of the Cavalry and Major McCausland of the Infantry 
to endeavor by a forced march to surprize Brown and Cooper in 
their fort at Springfield, but the fort was evacuated ten hours 
before their arrival. On the 5th. I dispatched a considerable 
force to Tanchepaho and Chefuncte, under the command of Colonel 
Kimball ;8* From him I have received no dispatches, but expect 
intelligence soon, which when received will be communicated with- — 
out delay. I continued at Springfield the 5 & 6th. in order to 
entercept stragling parties of Brown’s men and to see & inform 
the people of the principles & wishes of the Convention. Every 
thing appears tranquil, and the great body of the people really 
disposed to defend our cause— A company of volunteers is formed 
at Springfield— They have elected Samuel Baldwin* their Captain, 
which appointment together with the Lieutenants, who may be 
hereafter elected I wish to be confirmed. I returned by way of 
Brown’s plantation and the Spanish settlement— They all appear 
friendly (signed) Philemon Thomas Brigadr. General’’.— To the 
honorable president of the Convention” 

“To the Honorable John Rhea President of the Convention, Sir, 
The officers having met to take into consideration the nomination 
cf suitable persons to be appointed to the command of the com- 
panies proposed by the convention to be enlisted to defend the 
fort, unanimously agree to recommend John Ballenger as first 
Captain and David T. W. Cook as second Captain— Be so good 
to inform me what pay clothing and rations the troops enlisted are 
to expect. 

Fort of Baton Rouge Oct. 9th. 1810. 

(Signed) Philemon Thomas Brigadr. General.” 


The following reply to the last of the foregoing communica- 
tions was ordered to be sent to the said Commanding officer, viz: 


83 Frederick Kimball had removed from North Carolina to the New Feliciana district of 
West Florida about 1800. He resided near St. Francisville, and was a leader in the revolution- 
ary movement. 

84 Samuel Baldwin was later appointed one of the naval agents for the West Florida re- 
ublic. On December 3, 1810, he was ordered to take command of the naval armament on the 
hifuncte River at Springfield. He was one of the staunch supporters of the revolutionary 

movement.—Cox, op. cit., 429, 431, 432, 435. 
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“To Philemon Thomas Commanding the Volunteers now 
occupying the fort of Baton Rouge. | | 


Sir, By a resolution of the Convention of the 4th. Instant 
it is provided that the troops to be enlisted in the services of this 
Commonwealth be allowed the same bounty pay clothing and 
rations, and be subject to the same rules and articles of war (as 
far as the situation of the country will permit) as the regular 
troops in the service of the United States, it being understood 
and provided that no corporal punishment be inflicted but by the 
sentence of a Court Martial. It is intended however to be ordered 
that one half of the said bounty be paid at the time of their enlist- 
ment, and the other half at the time of the expiration of their 
services. 


Baton Rouge October 9th. 1810. 
By order of the Convention (signed) John Rhea President” 


The Convention adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
O’Clock.— 
And. Steele Secry John Rhea President 


Wednesday October 10th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as yesterday. 


On motion it is ordered that the departure of the Envoy named 
by the Convention to the Government of the United States be 
delayed until some communication be received from that Govern- 
ment, and that an address be forwarded to the Government of the 
United States in the following terms: 


“To Honble. Robert Smith®> Secretary of State of the United 
States. 


| Sir, The Convention of the State of Florida have already 
transmitted an official copy of their act of Independence through 
his Excellency Governor Holmes to the President of the United 


85 Robert Smith was born in 1757; uated at Princeton in 1781; took part in the 
American Revolution; studied law at the close of the war and began to practice in Baltimore. 
In 1793 he was elected a state senator; served in the state house of representatives, 1796-1800; 
and in the upper chamber of the Baltimore city council, 1798-1801. He was Secretary of the 
Navy from January 26, 1802, to 1805; was appointed Attorney General, but as Jacob Crownin- 
shield did not qualify as Secretary of the Navy, Smith continued to act in that capacity. He 
was Secretary of State from 1809 to November 25, 1811; declined to become chief justice of the 
district of Baltimore, chancellor of Maryland, and minister to Russia in 1811; was president of 
the Baltimore branch of the American Bible Society in 1813; was made © hearer -y of the Mary- 
land Agricultural Society in 1818; became provost of the University of Maryland in 1813; and 
died on November 26, 1842.—National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, III, 11. 
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States, accompanied with the expression of their hope and desire 
that this Commonwealth may be immediately acknowledged and 
protected by the Government of the United States as an integral 
part of the American Union. On a subject so interesting to the 
community represented by us, it is necessary that we should have 
direct and unequivocal assurances of the views and wishes of the 
American Government without delay, since our weak and unpro- 
tected situation will oblige us to look to some foreign government 
for support, should it be refused to us by the country which we 
have considered as our parent state. We therefore make this direct 
appeal through you to the President and General Government of 
the American States, to solicit that immediate protection to which 
we consider ourselves entitled; and to obtain a speedy and favor- 
able decision we offer the following considerations 


Ist. The Government of the United States in their instruc- 
tions to the Envoys extraordinary at Paris in March 1806 
authorised the purchase of East Florida, directing them at the 
same time to engage France to enterceede with the Cabinet of 
Spain to relinquish any claim to the Territory which now forms 
this Commonwealth. 


2nd. In all diplomatic correspondence with American Min- 
isters abroad, the Government of the United States have spoken 
of W. Florida as part of the Louisiana cession. They have legis- 
lated for the country as a part of their own Territory, and have 
deferred to take possession of it in expectation that Spain might 
be induced to relinquish her claim by an amicable negociation.— 


3d. The American Government had already refused to ac- 
credit any minister from the Spanish Junta, which body was 
certainly more legally organized as the Representatives of the 
Sovereign, than that now called the Regency of Spain; Therefore 
the United States cannot but regard any force or authority emenat- 
ing from them with an intention to subjugate us, as they would 
an invasion of their Territory by a foreign enemy.— 


_ 4th. The emperor of France has invited the Spanish Amer- 
ican people to declare their Independence, rather than remain in 
subjugation to the old Spanish Government. Therefore an 
acknowledgment of our Independence by the United States could 
not be complained of by France, or involve the American Govern- 
ment in any contest with that power. 
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5th. Neither can it afford any just cause of complaint to 
Great Britain, altho’ she be an ally of Spain, that the United States 
should acknowledge and support our Independence, as this measure 
was necessary to save the country from falling into the hands of 
the French Exiles from the Island of Cuba, and other partizans 
of Bonaparte, who are the eternal enemies of Great Britain. 


Should the United States be induced by these or any other 
considerations to acknowledge our claim to their protection, as an 
integral part of their Territory or otherwise, we feel it our duty 
to claim for our constituents an immediate admission into the 
Union as an independent State, or as a Territory of the United 
States, with permission to establish our own form of Government, 
or to be united with one of the neighboring Territories, or a part 
of one of them in such manner as to form a state. Should it be 
thought proper to annex us to one of the neighboring Territories, 
or a part of one of them, the inhabitants of this Commonwealth 
would prefer being annexed to the Island of Orleans, and in the 
mean while until a state Government be established, that they 
should be governed by the ordinances already enacted by this Con- 
vention, and by their further regulations hereafter.— 


The claim which we have to the soil of unlocated lands within 
this Commonwealth will not it is presumed be contested by the 
United States, as they have tacitly acquiesced in the claim of 
France or Spain for seven years, and the restrictions of the several 
embargo and non intercourse laws might fairly be construed if 
not as a relinquishment of their claim, yet at least sufficient to 
entitle the people of this Commonwealth (who have wrested the 
Government and country from Spain at the risk of their lives and 
fortunes) to all the unlocated lands.— It will strike the American 
Government that the monies arising from the sale of those lands 
appropriated as they will be to improving the internal communica- 
tions of the country opening canals &c— will be made to contribute 
to the convenience and strength of the federal Union. To fulfill 
with good faith our promises and engagements to all the inhabi- 
tants of this country, it will be our duty to stipulate for an un- 
qualified pardon of all deserters now residing within this Common- 
wealth, together with an exemption from further service in the 
army or navy of the United States. | 


A loan of 100,000 Dollars is solicited of the American Govern- 
ment, to be reimbursed at 3, 6 & 9 years from the sale of public 
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lands. This loan may be made by the Secretary of the Treasury 
immediately without committing the Government, or making it 
known to foreign ministers at Washington. 


In order not to embarrass the Cabinet of the United States, 
and to receive first through their own confidential agents their 
wishes and views with respect to us, it is deemed prudent to defer 
the departure of our Envoy already named— who will be de- 
spatched immediately on receiving information that such a measure 
will meet with the approbation of the Government of the United 
States. 


We pray you to accept the assurance of our respect and high 
consideration.” 


“Baton Rouge October 10th. 1810” 


And the same being signed by the President by order of the 
Convention was sent under cover directed to his Excellency the 
Governor of the Mississippi Territory, accompanied with an ad- 
dress in the following terms— 


“Baton Rouge, October 10th 1810. 


To His Excellency David Holmes Governor of the Mississippi 
Territory. 


Sir, Your letter of the 30th. Septr. addressed to the President 
of this Convention has been received and is considered as a proof 
of your friendly disposition to the cause in which we are engaged— 
Agreable to your request of being early informed of every thing 
interesting to us, we have the honor now to inform your Excellency 
that the detachment of volunteers sent by us into the District of 
St. Helena has returned with the intelligence that the inhabitants 
in that quarter are very generally disposed to unite with us in 
supporting the independence of this Commonwealth. They have 
promised obedience to our ordinances and officers— and some of 
their leaders have presented themselves to us with assurances of 
their determination to support our measures— We have therefore 
the most flattering prospect of support from all the inhabitants 
in this part of W. Florida, and have little doubt of obtaining pos- 
session of the Forts of Mobile and Pensacola in a short time— 
Your friendly attention is however still solicited to prevent any 
interference of the savages, as we have reason to believe that 
they have been incited to take a part against us. We inclose to 
you a communication to the Govt. of the U. S. relying on your 
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goodness to forward it without delay, accompanied with such 
observations as you may think proper, and!such as may in your 
opinion obtain for it a favorable reception. We pray you to 
accept the assurance of our respect and high consideration. 


By order of the Convention (signed) John Rhea P.” 


On motion Resolved that Gilbert Leonard** Esqr. be removed 
trom the office of Civil Commandant for the District of Baton 
Rouge, and that he be liberated from arrest, all persons who had 
become responsible for his appearance before this Convention, 
being discharged from any further responsibility on his account. 


On motion Resolved that a Commandant be now appointed 
for the District of Baton Rouge, and that some proper person be 
appointed Treasurer for this Commonwealth. 


Whereupon the votes being taken for the said officers it 
appears that George Mather*’ Esqr. is elected Commandant for 
the District of Baton Rouge and Philip Hicky** Esqr Treasurer 
for the Commonwealth of Florida, and they are accordingly ap- 
pointed to the said offices respectively.— 


On motion Resolved that any person selling Spirituous liquors 
to Indians in this State, without having licence from Superior 
authority so to do, shall forfeit and pay a fine of: fifty dollars for 
the first offence, and his liquors in store shall be confiscated and 
sold for the benefit of the District— and for every other offence 
he shall be fined at the discretion of the Court of the District 
besides a confiscation of the liquors as before stated. 


On motion Resolved that the Delegates of the people compos- 
ing the present Convention or their Committee are the only compe- 
tent authority representing the State of West Florida, and having 
a right to exercise in all cases, until other Deputies be appointed, 
and a distinct executive officer be duly authorised by Law.— 


On motion Resolved that the Convention adjourn this after- 
noon to meet at this place on the first monday of Nov:mber next, 
unless sooner called by the President, and that during the recess 
any three or more of the members be a Committee with full 
powers to exercise the powers and perform the duties of this 
Convention—Messrs. John H. Johnson, John W. Leonard and 
Edmund Hawes being nominated to compose the said Committee, 


8¢ See footnote 24, above. “ 
87 See footnote 23, above. 
88 See footnote 7, above. 
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it is provided that after the 22d. Instant it shall be composed 
of Messrs. John Mills, William Spiller and Philip Hicky, and in 
the case of the sickness or absence of any member so named, the 
President may order any other member to supply his place.— 


On motion Resolved that for the time being and until it be 
otherwise provided the following be the form of the oath of 
allegiance to this Commonwealth viz, “I A. B. do solemnly swear 
that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the Common- 
wealth of West Florida, and that I will make known all treasonable 
or traiterous practices that may now or hereafter come to my 
knowledge against the same— so help me God.” 


The Convention then adjourned to meet agreable to the Reso- 
lution of this date. 


And. Steele Secy John Rhea President 


Baton Rouge Octob. 24th. 1810. 


The Convention met by special order of the President, present 
Messrs. John Rhea, John Mills, William Barrow, Philip Hicky, 
Thomas Lilley, Edmund Hawes, John Morgan, William Spiller, 
John W. Leonard, Benjamin O. Williams and Champness Terry. 


The following certificate being produced is ordered to be filed 
with the proceedings of the Convention & copied on the Journal. 


“By order received from the Convention of West Florida, 
through Col. William Spiller for an election to be held in the 
District of St Ferdinand for two members to be elected to represent 
said District, We therefore do certify that said election was suffi- 
ciently notified and that Abner Bickham Senr,*® and Champness 
Terry® were unanimously elected. Given under our hands, Sept 
29th, 1810. (signed) Wm. Lawrence,*! Isaac Erwin*? Superinten- 
dents of the Election.” 


8® See footnote 48, above. Apparently this gentleman is the one who is mentioned earlier 
in these documents, and who was later elected a member of the house of re ntatives of the 
West Florida Republic from the district of St. Ferdinand, though ‘‘Seur’’ is here attached to 
his name for the first time. ; | 

*° Champness (or ‘“‘Champney’’) Terry was commander of the West Florida militia in 1804, 
which drove the Kempers from Bayou Sara into American territory, and who was seized and 
treated with great indignity by them when they returned later in the same year. He was elected 
senator from the St. Ferdinand district and served during the brief session of the West Florida 
legislature late in 1810.—Cox, op. cit., 153, 155, 432. 

®1 William Lawrence had been a resident of West Florida for several years prior to the 
revolution of 1810. In 1803 his name appears on a memorial to Congress.—Carter, op. cit., 287. 

®2 Isaac Erwin had been a resident of West Florida for at least a decade prior to the revo- 


— “yg his name appears on a memorial to Congress, dated December 6, 1800.—Carter, op. 
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Mr. Mills from the Committee vested with full powers by the 
Convention on the 10th Inst. reported the proceedings of the said 
committee as follows. 


Baton Rouge October 10th. 1810. 


By the Committee of the Convention vested with full powers 
by that body Resolved that two persons of confidence be commis- 
sioned one as Colonel and the other as Major of the Militia of this 
Commonwealth for the District beyond the former Jurisdictional 
limits of the Government of Baton Rouge, and that they be in- 
structed to repair to the said District without delay to use all 
proper and prudent measures for the purpose of establishing the 
flag of this Commonwealth within the same. 


Whereupon on motion Resolved that Reuben Kemper® Esqr 
be commissioned as Colonel and Joseph White** Esqr Major in the 
service of this Commonwealth agreeable to the foregoing Resolu- 
tion, and that the said Reuben Kemper be authorised to draw any 
sums of money from the public Treasury to the amount of Two 
thousand Dollars to be employed at his discretion for the purpose 
of accomplishing the objects of his mission. 


Baton Rouge October 11th. 


By the Committee of the Convention of the State of Florida 
Resolved that instructions & powers be given to Col. Reuben 
Kemper in the following terms, viz: 


“To Col. Reuben Kemper 


Sir, The Convention of this Commonwealth wishing to know 
the disposition and strength of the fnhabitants on the Mobile and 
in the other Districts beyond the former limits of the Jurisdiction 


*3 Reuben Kemper was one of the most unique characters connected with the West Florida 
revolution. Reuben, Nathan and Samuel Kemper, sons of a Baptist minister, each weighing 
more than two hundred pounds and over six feet tall, moved to the southwest about 1800. They 
soon fell in with the merchant, Baptist preacher, land speculator, and Senator John Smith of 
Ohio. They defied the Spanish authorities, had wars with them, took terrible revenge on some 
of them after being kidnaped at Pinckneyville, causing the officials of West Florida much 
trouble and anxiety. Reuben Kemper was not present when the West Florida revolutionar 
movement started, ut he soon entered the fray and was appointed a colonel and sent off wi 

a few men to capture the Spanish posts at Mobile and Pensacola. He was known far and 
wie for his stalwart and gigantic stature, resonant voice, burlesque soldier-like manner, and 
eloquent profanity. He was probably born in Fauquier county, Virginia, lived for a time in 
Cincinnati, and died while on a business trip to Natchez on January 28, 1827. The Kempers 
were active in the New Orleans campaign of 1814-1815, Reuben being cited for bravery by 
Jackson on more than one occasion. He later joined an expedition to assist the Texan revolution- 
ists, but soon quarreled with the commander over the execution of a group of nies and 
in dudgeon to the United States.—Stanley Clisby Arthur, Story of the 
of American Biography, X, 323; Appleton’s Oyelopaedia of 

51 

*4 Joseph White was a supporter of the revolutionary movement, who was ap tly con- 


' gidered by the convention as one who ang oe have influence with the inhabitants of Mobile and 


ee aa. induce them to support the actions of the convention.—Arthur, op. cit., 124; Cox, 
op 
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of Baton Rouge, and to induce them by all prudent and practicable 
means to support the Independence of this Commonwealth, have 
deputed and do by these presents authorise you in conjunction 
with Major Joseph White to visit the said inhabitants and enter 
into any treaty or engagement with them which may in your 
opinion be conducive to the above mentioned object, and to the 
general advantage of the country. You are authorised to embody 
and command any number of volunteers which you may think 
necessary for the purpose of taking possession of any fortification 
in that part of West Florida, but you are on all occasions to 
observe and use the most conciliatory conduct towards the in- 
habitants, and inform them particularly of our disposition and 
wishes towards them, and of the object which we have in view for 
the benefit of the Country and all its inhabitants, for this purpose 
you will make public the address and declaration which will be 
delivered to you herewith, together with such explanations as you 
may think proper from time to time according to circumstances— 
You will avoid every movement which might occasion any unneces- 
sary effusion of blood— and give us early intelligence if you 
should find the inhabitants generally hostile to our views and 
especially if armed force should be in motion towards this place 
or any of the neighboring districts. Should you succeed in estab- 
lishing the authority of this Convention in any settlement or Dis- 
trict of importance you are hereby authorised to proceed without 
delay to organise the Militia thereof, according to your own 
judgment conforming as near as may be to the ordinance of this 
Convention on that subject— and to distribute public arms and 
military stores according to your discretion. Should you obtain 
possession of any— you will in all cases require of the Militia so 
organized to subscribe our declaration of Independence and take 
an oath of fidelity to the Commonwealth of Florida— 


Relying on your fidelity and good conduct, and wishing you 
success in this enterprize for the prosperity of our country we 
beg you to accept the assurance of our respect and high considera- 
tion. 

By order of the Committee of the Convention vested with 
full powers. Baton Rouge October 11th. 1810. | 


Signed John H. Johnson Chn.” 


With the foregoing instructions were also delivered to the 
Said Col. Kemper a Copy of the Declaration of the Independence 
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of this State, an address to the Inhabitants of West Florida beyond 
the former Jurisdictional limits of the Government of Baton Rouge 
and a letter of credit in the following terms viz: 


: “Col. Reuben Kemper is hereby authorised to give orders for 
the payment of any sums of money to the amount of two thousand 
dollars addressed to the Convention of W. Florida which will be 
duly honored and paid when presented at this place Baton Rouge 
October 11th. 1810. By order of the Convention. (signed) John 
H. Johnson Chairman of the Committee of the Convention.—” 


’ “Baton Rouge October 15th. 1810. 


By the Committee of the Convention of West Florida vested 
with full powers by that body It is ordered that no spirituous or 
intoxicating liquors shall be sold to any non-commissioned or pri- 
vate soldier stationed in the fort of Baton Rouge or enlisted in the 
regular service under the Convention, and every person violating 
this order shall be subject to a fine of twenty dollars, and em- 
prisoned for the term of twenty days for the first offence, on 
conviction thereof before any Alcalde or other civil magistrate, 
and for every future offence, the same fine and imprisonment, with 
a confiscation of all the liquors which he may have in store one 
half of all such fines to be paid to any person who shall sue for 
the same, and the other half to the Commonwealth for the use of 
the District. And it is further ordained that any non-commis- 
sioned officer or soldier being found drinking any kind of intoxicat- 
ing liquors in the house of any inhabitant, shall be sufficient 
evidence that such liquors were sold by such inhabitant contrary 
to the provisions of this ordinance.” 


“By the Committee of the Convention of Florida vested with 
full powers by that body it is ordained that during the existence 
ot the present military establishment when any Captain in the 
regular service under the Convention shall be charged with any 
offence which would subject him to a tryal by a Court Martial 
according to the Rules and articles of War, the said Charges shall 
be presented to the Commanding officer of the Fort, or if he is 
implicated thereby to the Convention or their Committee, who shall 
order a Court of enquiry composed of not less than three commis- 
sioned officers in the regular service to hear the testimony which 
may be produced in support of the said charges— The said Court 
of enquiry shall be governed by the Rules and Articles of war rela- 
tive to Courts of Enquiry in other cases, and having received all 
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the testimony as aforesaid shall present it in writing to the Con- 
vention who shall thereupon appoint a Committee of their own 
body to decide upon the case, and pronounce such Judgment as 
they may think proper, which Judgment shall be conclusive and 
final.” 


“Whereas the public service requires that some person be 
appointed to furnish the Troops enlisted in the regular service of 
this Commonwealth with the necessary clothing, rations and mili- 
tary stores, The Committee of the Convention vested with full 
powers for that purpose, do hereby nominate and appoint James 
Neilson Esqr. as the public agent for the purposes above stated, 
and he is hereby commissioned and required to perform the duties 
of Quarter Master, Commissary and military agent for the said 
regular troops for the term of six months for which purpose the 
necessary funds being furnished to him by the Commonwealth, he 
shall receive as a compensation for his personal services the sum 
of seven hundred dollars—”’ 


“On motion Resolved that application be made to the military 
agent or Commanding officer of the Troops of the United States 
in the vicinity of Washington in the Mississippi Territory to obtain 
by way of loan or otherwise the clothing & military stores which 
may be necessary for the immediate use of the Troops enlisted 
in the service of this Commonwealth or a part thereof; And that 
James Neilson Esqr. be vested with full powers on the part of 
the Convention of this State to make an engagement with the mili- | 
tary agent or commanding officer aforesaid for the attainment 
of that object.—” 


“Baton Rouge October 18th. 


By the Committee of the Convention vested with full powers 
by that body, Resolved that the following pieces of ordnance, and 
military stores be transported from the fort of Baton Rouge to St 
Francisville, and placed at the disposal of the Executive of this 
Commonwealth towit, One brass field piece 4 lb. four Iron Do 4 lb. 
two Iron Do 6 lb. Six Swivels, One thousand pounds of powder, 
four thousand pounds of Ounce balls, One hundred balls for each 
piece of Ordnance, fifty charges of grape shot for Do. together 
with the apparatus necessary for exercising the same. 


Whereupon Captain John Ballenger was ordered to send the 
said ordnance and military stores with sufficient guard to the 
mouth of Bayou Sarah, employing for that purpose any boat of a 
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suitable burthen, which he might procure, and cause the same to 
be delivered to Capt. Amos Webb*® resident merchant (?) at that 
place”— 
“Baton Rouge October 20th. 1810. 
Whereas the first session of the District Court for the District 
of Baton Rouge has not been commenced on the third monday 
of this present month agreable to the ordinance of the 22d of 
August last, Be it therefore ordained by the Committee of the 
Convention vested with full powers for that purpose, and it is 
hereby ordained by the authority of the same that the first session 
of the said District Court be held on monday next, the 22d. 
Instant, and continued by adjournments from day to day, until 
the business requiring the attention of said Court be finished, 
sundays excepted. By order of the Committee of Convention. 


(Signed) John H. Johnson Chairman.” 


On motion Resolved that repairs be made to the arms and 
accoutrements in the fort of Baton Rouge, and also some temporary 
repairs to the said Fort, and that an order be issued to the Com- 
-manding officer of the said Fort to that effect, Whereupon the 
following order was issued accordingly. 


“To Captain Ballenger Commandant of the Fort of Baton 
Rouge. 

Sir, you are requested to employ proper workmen to repair the 
muskets in the Garrison, as also to have the Cartouch boxes re- 
paired which may be found there, and to have several hundred 
new ones made, as also to have bits put to the bayonets scabbords, 
as well as to make necessary and temporary repairs to the fort; 
for all which work you will draw on the Executive of this Govern- 
ment, from time to time for the necessary sums of money— By 
order of the Committee of the Convention. Signed John H. John- 
son Chairman.” 

“Baton Rouge 20th. October 1810.” 


And the said report being read was unanimously agreed to.— 
When the Convention adjiurned until tomorrow morning at 9 
And. Steele Secy. John Rhea President 


°5 Amos Webb had resided in the Feliciana district for several years or to 1810. He 
was a supporter of the revolutionary movement, having been one of the eighteen signers of an 
address from St. Francisville, on August 13, 1810, pledging support to the convention on the 
eve of its second meeting.—American State Papers, Public Lands, IV, 315; Arthur, op. cit., 59. 
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Thursday October 25th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday. 


Mr. Leonard from the Committee appointed to draft a Consti- 
tution for the Government of this Commonwealth reported a 
Constitution or Form of Government drafted by the said Committee 
agreable to the said resolution which was read the first time, and 
after several amendments proposed and — to, was ordered to 
a second reading on tomorrow. 


On motion Resolved that Messrs. J ohn Mills, John H. Johnson, 
Philip Hicky, John Morgan, and William Barrow be a Committee 
in conjunction with a council of the principal officers of the 
Militia and the regular service, to form the plan of an expedition 
for the purpose of taking possession of the forts of Mobile and 
Pensacola, and that the said Commitee report without unnecessary 
delay.— 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
9 O’Clock. 


And. Steele secy John Rhea President 


Friday October 26th. 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday with Messrs. John H. Johnson and 
Joseph Thomas. 


The Constitution proposed for the State of Florida was read 
a second time and after several amendments proposed and adopted 
the same was ordered to a third reading tomorrow. 


On motion of Mr Johnson seconded by Mr. Terry it is ordered 
that all state prisoners be kept in confinement, until the executive 
authority of the state shall notify to the Courts of the Districts 
in which they can be tried, that their tryals can be commenced 
with safety to the state.— 


The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
9 O’Clock. 


And Steele Secy John Rhea President 
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Saturday October 27th 


The Convention met according to adjournment present the 
same members as yesterday, when the Constitution or form of 
Government of the State of Florida being read the third time was 
unanimously approved and adopted, and being signed by all the 
members present is ordered to be published without delay, and 
the original to be preserved with the proceedings of this Conven- 
tion.— 

The Convention then adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
9 O’Clock. 

And. Steele Secy. John Rhea President 


Saturday (Sunday ?) October 28th. . 


The Convention met according to adjournment, present the 
same members as yesterday. 


On motion Resolved that the Committee appointed to form a 
plan of an expedition against the forts of Mobile and Pensacola, 
be also a standing Committee of this Convention during its recess 
with full powers to do all acts which the safety and prosperity of 
the State may in their opinion require until the meeting of the 
General Assembly agreable to the provisions of the Constitution 
of this State, any three or more of them to form a Committee, 
and that they be authorised to call a meeting of this Convention 
at any time when they may think it expedient, previous to the 
said meeting of the General Assembly, when the powers of this 
Convention will cease and determine. 


The Convention then adjourned. 
And. Steele Secry. John Rhea President 


By the Representatives of the aeail of the J urisdiction of 
Baton Rouge in Convention assembled. 


A Proclamation” 


To provide for the Public Safety and Secure the peace & 
prosperity of the inhabitants, has been our Sole object, Since our 


*6 The Journal of the Constitutional Convention ends at this point. 

*T This a to be the signed copy of the Proclamation, which was handed to the Sec- 
retary of the Convention for inclusion in the Journal. The same proclamation, with paragraph- 
ing, ae punctuation slightly different, appears in the body of the Journal for Sep- 
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first meeting agreeable to your commands. Being unexpectedly 
Call’d to act for you at a time of general anxiety, without experi- 
ence in matters of so much importance, and without a perfect 
Knowledge of your interests or wishes, we proceeded to the dis- 
charge of the duties enjoined upon us with diffidence and embar- 
rassment. We sought to obtain a redress of grievances, which we 
believe to be most generally complained of, and to remedy the evils, 
which appeared to endanger the existence and Safety of the 
province without making unnecessary innovations. We consider 
that Sentiments of loyalty & attachments to the mother Country 
would ever be maintained by our Constituents while any probability 
remained of receiving protection from her for their lives and 
property. 
The ordinance of the 22d of August will exhibit to the world 
a proof that such sentiments were fondly Cherished, and enter- 
tained by us, and that the first magistrate of this department of 
the government at that time concurred with us in establishing that 
ordinance to have the force, and authority of Law within this 
Jurisdiction until the decision of the Captain General of the Island 
of Cuba thereon should be made known. Since that time we have 
had reason to doubt the fidelity of Mr. Delassus. He has acted 
and spoken in a manner which has destroyed our Confidence in 
him. And under such circumstances we Consider ourselves bound 
by every consideration of duty as well as regard for the peace of 
the Country, to wrest from him the authority with which he was 
vested, and put it out of his power to bring on us, the dreadful 
Calamities of civil disorder, by raising & arming some of the 
inhabitants in opposition to the measures which had been Solemnly 
Sanctioned by himself. We lament that his Sanguinary disposition 
has Caused Some effusion of blood, by Commanding a vain resist- 
ance to be made, to the brave volunteers who took possession of 
this fort agreeable to our instructions on the morning of the 23d. 
Instant. But it will not be in his power any longer to abuse the 
inhabitants either by a corrupt administration of our Laws or by 
exciting dissentions among us. We Congratulate our Constituents 
on this fortunate event and invite them to join in harmony to Sup- 
_ port the measures, which are intended for the happiness and pros- 
perity of the Country. We have no other object but to secure 
the happiness of all as far as our powers extend and for this pur- 
pose it is necessary that we should be informed of the Sentiments 
& wishes of all. Let every District & Settlement without delay 
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send to us, besides their deputies if they think proper as many 
other persons as they may Choose in whom they Can have Confi- 
dence to Confer with us freely and make Known the terms on 
which we can unite to establish some permanent regulations to 
Secure the peace, liberty & prosperity of our Country. 


Baton Rouge Septr. 25th. 1810. 
John Mills 
Thos. Lilley 
Wm Barrow 
Edmund Hawes 
John Morgan 
John H. Johnson 


[SENATE JOURNAL OF THE WEST FLORIDA REPUBLIC] 
From 19 Novr. 22 (days) Journal of the Senate of the State of 


Florida. 
to 10 Decr. 


Begun and held at the Town of St. Francisville on monday the 
nineteenth day of November, one thousand Eight hundred and ten 
—being the first Session held under the Constitution of this State. 


On which day being the day appointed by this Constitution 
for the meeting of the legislature, the following members of the 
Senate, appeared and took their seats, to wit— 


District of Baton Rouge ) Pheliman Thomas 


District of St. Ferdinand ) Champness Terry 
And appointed Fredk. A Browder” their Clerk Pro-tempore. 


But this not being a quorum, the House adjourned until pee 
row morning 9 OClock. 


Tuesday the 20th day of November 1810. 


But their not being a quorum, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning 9 OClock— 


*8 West Florida Papers, Library of Congress. This document is in a fair state of on cock 
tion. The writing is reasonably plain, but the spelling and syntax are very poor. 


*® Frederick A. Browder was not one of the outstanding leaders in the revolutionary move- 
ment, but he was on the side of freedom from the first. His name appears among the eighteen 
signers of an address by the inhabitants of St. Francisville, dated August 13, 1810, to the 
representatives at St. John’s Plains, asking them to act independently if they could not procure 
justice otherwise. He was long prominent in his locality, and was the first sheriff of West 
Feliciana parish after the division of the old parish of Feliciana in 1824.—Arthur, op. cit., 
59; Robinson, op. cit., 88. 
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Wednesday the 21st of November 1810 


A message from the House of Representatives by their Clerk, 
informing the Senate that, a quorum of their House is assembled 
and ready to proceed to business and then he withdrew. 


An other member to wit, from the District of New Feliciana, 
John Rhea appeared and took his seat in the House and a quorum 
Consisting of a majority of the whole number being present the 
oath, or affirmation to support the Constitution of the State of 
Florida, having been administered they took, their Seats, and hav- 
ing appointed John Rhea President proceeded to business. 


Ordered that a message be sent to the House of Representatives 
to inform them that a quorum of the Senate is assembled ; and ready 
to proceed to business; and that the Secretary of this House do go 
with the said message— 

A message from the House of Representatives, informing the 
Senate that they would be ready tomorrow morning at Ten OClock 
to proceed to the Election of a Governor— and then he withdrew. 


Resolved that the Secretary of the Senate be ordered to inform 


the House of Representatives that they acquiesce therein, and The 
House adjourned until tomorrow morning Ten OClock— 


Thursday the 22nd. November 1810 


A message from the house of Representatives informing this 
house that they were ready to proceed to the election of Governor— 
and then he withdrew. 

Ordered that a message be sent to inform the house of Repre- 
sentatives that they also are ready to proceed to the election of 
Governor and have also appointed a Committee on their part for the 
Examination of the Ballets and the Secretary shall go with the said 
message— 

The Committee of this house has reported that Fulwar Skip- 
with has been unanimously chosen Governor of the state of Florida. 


Ordered, that the Secretary of the Senate do inform the house 
of Representatives that the president of the Senate will immediately 
inform Mr. Fulwar Skipwith of his having been duly elected Gover- 
nor of this State and request his attendance— 

And official notice was sent accordingly. 

And then the house adjourned until tomorrow morning ten 
OClock. 
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They then proceeded and appointed Philiman Thomas and 
Champness Terry, a Committee on their part of this house to meet 
the Committee on the part of the house of Representatives, to meet 
and adjourn from day to day to take under their consideration and 
addopt such measures as they may think best to Carry into effect 
the present Experdition against Mobile & pensecola; and call on the 
Chairman of the Committee of the late Convention for such infor- 
mation as he may be able to give relative to said Experdition. 


And then the house adj ourned until tomorrw morning ten 
OClock. 


Friday 23rd. of November 1810 


And the Secretary of this house is directed to inform the house 
of Representatives, of the said appointment. 


And then the house adjourned until tomorrow morning ten 
OClock. 


Friday 28rd. of November 1810” 


A message from the house of Representatives, by their Clerk 
informing the Senate that they have appointed a Committee jointly 
with the Committee from the Senate to take under their Considera- 
tion the present Expedition against Mobile & pinsicola— and then 
he withdrew. 

And then the house adjourned until tomorrow morning ten 
OClock. 


Saturday 24th Novr. 1810 


The president being absent & their not being a quorum the 
House adjourned until monday morning Ten OClock. 


Monday 26th. of Novr. 1810 


Their not being a quorum the house adjourned until tomorrow 
morning ten O’Clock— 


Tuesday 27th. of November 1810 


Their not being a quorum the house adjourned until tomorrow 
morning ten OClock. 


100 The Senate apparently had siehiade adjourned for this day when the 
ceived from the House. They must have reconvened for receiving the monnna and 
for the day. This seems to be the only logical explanation for two entries for 
the same day, with two adjournments. 
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Wednesday 28th November 1810 


Their not being a quorum the House adjourned until tomorrow 
morning 10 OClock. 


Thursday 29th Novr. 1810 


Resolved by the members of the senate present that they are 
- ready to meet a Committee from the House of Representatives to 
wait on the Governor Elect, to inform him that they are ready to 
receive and install him in the office this day at such time as he may 
appoint, which was done accordingly. 


The Senate then Repaired to the Representatives Hall, the Gov- 
ernor then entered and took the oath as prescribed in the Constitu- 
tion and delivered the following address— 


Genl. of the Senate and of the House of Representatives &c &c 
&c 

A message from the House of Representatives by the Clerk 
informing the Senate that they have appointed Lewellyn Griffith, 
Wm. Barrow & Joseph Thomas a Committee jointly with a Commit- 
tee from the Senate to draft a joint address to the Governor and 
then he withdrew. 


And then the House adjourned until tomorrow morning ten 
OClock. 


Friday 30th. of November 1810 


The President appeared and took his Seat, and then proceeded 
to business and appointed Jacob Venass!®! Dore Keeper. 


The message of Yesterday was taken up and on motion of 
Champness Terry, Philliman Thomas was appointed on the part of 
the Senate to act with the Committe from the House of Representa- 
tives for the purpose of framing an answer to the address of the 
Governor to both Houses— 


The Clerk from the House of Representatives Came forward 
and presented the following bills: 


No.1 An act entitled an act to provide for Changing the name 
of St. Ferdinand district and laying it off into Militia Companies— 
The act was Read, and layed over for the Second Reading tomorrow. 


101 Jacob Venass was apparently a resident of St. Francisville, but no biographical data 
on him is available. 
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No. 2 An act entitled an act to provide for the appointing of 
an auditor of Public accounts and for other purposes— The act was 
read and layed over for the Second Reading tomorrow. 


: No. 3 An act entitled an act to suspend all Civil prosses 
against the Vollenteers imployed on the Experdition Eastwardly 
Laid over as above. 


4. An act entitled an act authorising the Executive of this 
State to Grant letters of marque and Reprisal— 


5. An act entitled an act to provide for the Confiscation of 
property in certain cases therein mentioned— and laid over as be- 
fore. 

6. An act entitled an act making provisions for the persons 
employed on the Expedition to Mobile and Pensacola who may sus- 
tain losses in battle or unavoidable accidents and layed over as be- 
fore. 

7. An act entitled an act granting a Bounty to be in land to 
the Militia of this State to be employed on the Eastern Expedition 
and layed over as before. 

An act to authorise an Expedition against Mobile & Pensacola 
Read the first time and ordered to be read a second time tomorrow 
and the House adjourned until tomorrow morning nine OClock— 


Saturday 1st. day of December 1810 


An act to authorise an Expedetion against Mobile & Pensicola 
was taken up and read the second time, and ordered to be read the 
third time immediately and passed the Senate with amendments. 


The Secretary is directed to inform the house of Representa- 
tives thereof and request their concurance. 


An act to provide for the confiscation of property in certain 
cases therein mentioned was taken up and read the Second time 
and layed over for the third reading, and was taken up and read 
the third time and passed with the amendment therein the Secre- 
tary is directed to cary the above bill to the House of Representa- 
tives and request their Concurance with the amendments. 

John W. Leonard District of St. Helena appeared and took the 
oath or affirmation to Suporte the Constitution of the State of 
Florida and took his Seat. 

An act to provide for the changing the name of St. Ferdinand 
District and laying it off into Militia compinies was taken up and 
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read the second time and was layed over for the third reading— the 
bill was taken up and read the third time and was passed with an 
amendment— and the secretary is directed to carry it to the House 
of Representatives for their concurance. 


They, agreeable to the Eighth section of the first Article pro- 
ceeded to class themselves by lott, the secretary being appointed 
to Draw for the absent members of Mobile and which lotts came 
out as followes— 


District of Mobile 1st. Class— 


John W. Leonard 
& 2nd Class 
John Rhea 


Philiman Thomas 
& 8rd Class 
Champness Terry 


The Bill entitled an act to provide for the appointment of an 
Auditor of Public Accounts and for other Perposes, was taken up 
and read the second time, and 

A message from the House of Reveals by L. C. Griffith 
with the following bills, that had been returned to the House with 
emendments: 


An act authorising an Expedition against Mobile & Pensecola— 


An act to provide for the confiscation of property in certain 
cases therein mentioned— 


An act to provide for changing the name of St. Furdinand Dis- 
trict and laying it off into Militia Compinies— 

An act authorising an Expedition against Mobile & Pensecola 
was taken up and being read was passed— 


An act to provide for the Confiscation of property in Certain 
Cases therein mentioned was taken up and read, and returned to 
the House of Representatives and insisted on the amendments— 


A Committee Consisting of John W. Leonard & Phillemon 
Thomas was appointed to act with a Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to examine the Enrolled Bills— 

The Bill entitled an act to provide for Changing the name of 
St. Ferdinand District and laying it off into Militia Companies, the 
Senate receded from their amendment and passed the Bill. 


The President being absent in Consequence of the indisposition 
— and John W. Leonard was duly elected President Pro. tem.— 
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An act authorising an Expedition against Mobile & Pensicola 
having been enroled and receiving the Signature of the Speaker 
of the house of Representatives was sent up for the Signature of 
the President of this house which has been accordingly affixed and 
the Bill returned. 

Agreeably to a law passed this day authorising an Expedition 
against Mobile & Pencecola a Committee of this House has been 
appointed to Wit, Phileman Thomas & Champness Terry, to joine a 
Committee of the House of Representatives and his Excellency the 
Governor to Carry into Effect, the provetions of the Said Law— 


The House then adjourned until Monday Morning nine OClock. 


Monday 3rd. Der. 1810 


Note Omitted Entering the return of the bill of Confiscation of 
was returned. | | 

The Nomination of His Excellency of Charles M Audibart!°? 
as purser and Navy Agent for the Navel forces, and Joseph 
Collins! Captain of the said forces approved. 


The Nomination of His Excellency of Samuel Baldwin' to the 
office of Purser and Navy Agent for the Military armaments which 
are fitting and may be fitted out at Springfield and in the River 
Chifonty— approved. | 

An act to provide for the Confiscation of property in Certain 
Cases therein Mentioned was read and the amendments withdrawn 


and passed. | 

An act Granting a bounty in lands to the Militia of this State 
to be imployed on the Eastern Expidition was read the third time 
and passed with amendments thereto— 


An act to Suspend all Civil prosses against the Volunteers em- 
ployed on the Expedition Eastwardly was read the third time and 
passed with amendments thereto— 

The Secretary is directed to Cary the three foregoing bills to 
. the House of Representatives and request their Concurrance on the 
two Latter. 


102 Charles M. Audibert defended the French refugees in West Florida, who were suspected 
by the convention of being disloyal to the revolutionary movement. He claimed that they were 
loyal and if given some of the vacant lands would assist in driving out the Spaniards. He 
was stationed in New Orleans in his capacity as one of the naval agents, Samuel Baldwin and 
page a poee two other such agents of West Florida.—Cox, op. cit., 429, 431, 435; Arthur, 
op. 

108 Joseph Collins was opposed to Sterling Dupree in his outrages on the people of West 
Florida. He served as a witness for Claiborne against Dupree. As a commander of the naval 
forces, he was instructed to examine the supplies belonging to the West Florida government 
ae agg e how many of them could be used in the attack upon Mobile-—Cox, op. cit., 426, 

35, 
104 See footnote 84, above. 
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An act to provide for the appointing of an auditor of public 
Accts and for other purposes was taken up and read the Second time 
and layed over for the third reading Ordered that the bill be read 
the third time. 


The above bill was read the third time and passed with amend- 
ments—Ordered that the Secretary do Carry the same bill to the 
House of Representatives and request their Concurrence. 


An act to Establish rules & Regulations for the Government 
of the Militia for this Commonwealth who shall be employed on the 
Expedition against Mobele & Pencecola under the Command of Colo. 
William Kirkland was read the first time and ordered to be read 
the second time today— being read the second time the rules of the 
house despenced with was ordered to be read the third it was then 
passed up and read the third time. 


Resolved the Bill do pass— and the Secretary was accordingly 
ordered to take the bill to the House of Representatives for their 
Concurrant. 


A message from the House of Rep. by Jo Thomas with the fol- 
lowing bill An act entitled an act to make provitions for those per- 
sons who may have taken up arms against this State by Compultion 
of our Enemies— and then House adjourned until tomorrow morn- 
ing Nine OClock. 


Tuesday 4th December 1810 


The President appeared and took his Seat and Proceeded to 
business. 


The Nomination of Andrew Steel as Secretary of State was 
layed before the Senate and approved. 


The nomination of Colo Ballenger and Lewellyn C Griffith as 
Civil Commissioners and Agents on the Expedition on which they 
are now employed for the redetuon of the forts of Mobele & Pensa- 
cola— was laid before the Senate and Approved and then the house 
adjourned until tomorrow morning nine oClock. 


Wednesday 5th Decr. 1810 


An act to Author the Executive of this State to Grant letters 
of marque & Reprisel— was taken up and read the Second time 
and laid over for the third reading the above Bill was taken up and 
read the third time and passed with amendments. 
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A Bill authorising the appointment of two Civil Command- 
ants within this State East of the River Pearl and for other pur- 
poses was read the first time and layed over for the 2 time was read 
the 2 time and layed over for the 3rd. reading was read the 3rd. 
time and passed and the Secretary is directed to Carry the said bill 
to the House of Representatives and request their Concurrents— 


A Bill to make provitions for those persons who may have taken 
up arms against this State by Compulsion of our Enemies— was 
taken up and read the first time and ordered to be layed over until 
the end of the Session, this condition of the bill having been already 
provided for By the Committee of arrangements for the Expedition. 


A message from the House of Representatives by Joseph 
Thomas with an act to Establish rules and regulations for the Gov- 
ernment of the militia of this commonwealth who shall be employed 
on this Expedition against Mobele & pensecola under the Command 
of Colo. Wm Kirkland with amendments and the Same being Con- 
cured with.— 


The Committee of enrolments reports the foregoing Bill to be 
truly inroled. 


And then the house adjourned until tomorrow morning nine 
OClock. 


Thursday 6th. December 1810 


Resolved that the General Assembly adjourn their Session this 
day to meet at Baton Rouge on Saturday next the Eighth Instant. 


This house agree to the resolution. 


Dudley Avery Speaker of the house of Representatives 
Decr. 6th. 1810. 


John Rhea, President of the Senate 


Whereas information has been received that his Excellency 
William C. C. Claiborne!” Governor of the Territory of Orleans 


105 William Charles Cole Claiborne (1775-November 23, 1817) was born in Virginia; spent 
a brief period at Richmond Academy and William and Mary College; was clerk of Congress 
for a few years; spent some time studying law in Virginia; and then removed to Sullivan 
county, Tennessee, where he soon had a large criminal practice. He was a member of the 
convention that framed the Tennessee constitution in 1796; became a judge under the new 
Tennessee constitution; was elected to Congress in 1797, and re-elected for the regular term, 
although still under the constitutional age; voted for Jefferson over Burr in the disputed elec- 
tion of 1801; and Jefferson soon thereafter appointed him governor of Mississippi Territory, 
where he was confronted with many difficult problems which he handled with great skill. In 
the latter part of 1803, he was associated with General James Wilkinson as commissioners to 
receive Louisiana from the French, and he was soon appointed governor of the Orleans Terri-. 
tory. Here he found himself in a very difficult situation. For a while he was a sort of pro- 
consul for Jefferson. He had no precedents to guide him, little knowledge of the habits, cus- 
toms, and laws of the people whom he governed, and no acquaintance with their language. 
The Creoles resented the transfer and berated his rule. His good motives, pleasing appearance, 
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with an armed force is now in the neighbourhood of this Territory 
and that certain proclamations have been distributed by his order 
bearing the signature of the president of the United States— 

Calling upon the inhabitants of this State to receive and respect 
the said William C. C. Claiborne as their Governor and to Consider 
themselves to owe allegiance and Subjection to the Government of 
the United States. 


Resolved that the Governor be requested to dispatch an agent 
immediately to the head Quarters of the said William C. C. Clai- 
borne with instructions to demand of him an explicit avowal of his 
views and intention and of the orders which he may have received 
from the President of the United States, and by what authority he 
had given orders for the distribution of the aforesaid Proclamation 
within the same.— 

The Secretary is directed to go and inform the house of 
Representatives that they are ready to attend to any business they 
may think to lay before them. The President being absent John 
W. Leonard was President Pro tem— 

A message from the house of Representatives by Benjamin O 
Williams with the following. 

Bill for the Releaf of Daniel Cobb, Samuel Dearman and 
Edward Story. 

And then the house adjourned until Saturday next at ten 
oClock to meet at the town of Baton Rouge. | 


Baton Rouge, Saturday December 8th. 1810 


Present the Honble. John W. Leonard, Philemon Thomas & 
Champness Terry. 

The Senate met according to adjournment, and by request of 
the Governor went into a joint conference with the house of rep- 
resentatives on the state of the nation in which the following 
Resolutions were adopted. 


Resolved that Don Carlos Dehault Delassus and Don Shepherd 
Brown now under confinement in the fort of Baton Rouge be 


mild temper, honesty and diligence, coupled with the fact that his second and third wives were 
Creoles, did much to remove these handicaps. His trouble with Burr, his duel with Daniel 
Olark, and the annexation of West Florida caused him much concern. Ag first governor of 
the new state of Louisiana, the War of 1812 gave him much trouble; the United States did 
not properly provide for the defense of that section of the country, and Jackson did not prop- 
erly coéperate with or respect Claiborne. After completion of his term as governor in 1816, 
he was elected to the United States Senate on January 13, 1817, but he died before taking 
his seat in that body. He at least left an honorable record on a very disturbed frontier.— 
Dictionary of American Biography, TV, 115-116. 
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immediately released from the same, on giving their parole of 
honor not to oppose the views and interest of this State.— 

Whereas the honor and Independence of this State is threat- 
ened by immediate invasion by a neighboring power, in violation 
of the Law of nations which relate to State in amity. Therefore 
Resolved that the executive of this State be requested to make such 
a disposition of the armed force, as he may deem expedient, until 
the views of the American Government through their agent be 
more fully known. 


The Senate adjourned until tomorrow morning at ten O’Clock. 


Saturday (Sunday ?) December 9th. 18101" 


The House met according to adjournment and agreed to an 
address to his Excellency Fulwar Skipwith in reply to his address 
to both Houses of the General assembly on the 29th. Instant. 


The following Bills passed by the House of Representatives 
were read and agreed to by this House: 


1. An act allowing compensation to the several Public 
Officers therein named and for other purposes. 


Commonwelth of Florida!” 
To F. A. Browder 
To 7 Quires of Paper C 50 Cts——... 

“ 1 Box wafers——... 

“ fire wood two weeks——... 

“ Boy for making fires do. 

“ his Services as Secretary from the 19th. November to 6th. of 
December in Cl... least days—— 

F. A. Browder 

6th. Decr. 1810. 


Commonwelth of Florida 
To Jacob Venass Door Keeper 


For 1 Cord of fire wood 1— and for his services as door Setter 
from 30th of Novr. to the 6th. Decr. 1810—— 


I do Certify F. A. Browder 
Secretary to the Senate 


106 The Senate apparently held this session on Sunday, as December 9, 1810, was a Sun- 
day. The Journal is dated “Saturday December 9th. 1810,” although they had adj ourned on 
the previous day ‘‘until tomorrow morning at ten O’Clock.” 

107 The items below are entered on the last page of the second manuscript copy of the 
senate journal. 
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[HOUSE JOURNAL OF THE WEST FLORIDA REPUBLIC ]!°* 


State of Florida 
House of Representatives 


Begun and held at the Town of St. Francisville on monday 
the nineteenth day of November one thousand eight hundred and 
ten: being the first Legislature holden under the Constitution of 
the State of Florida: 


On which day being the day appointed by the Constitution for 
the meeting of the present Legislature, the following members of 
the house of representatives appeared and took their seats. 


| James Neilson?” 


J Dudley 


Jno. H. Johnson!!! 

From New Feliciana District | William Barrow?” 
Llewellyn Griffith!’ 
Jno. Scott? 


From Baton Rouge District 


From St. Ferdinand District Daniel Edwards" 


On motion John H. Johnson was nominated Speaker Pro tem. 
James Turner!!* was chosen Clerk pro tem. 


But a quorum of the whole not being present the House ad- 
journed until tomorrow morning nine O’Clock. 


John H Johnson Chairman pro Tem 
James Turner Clk pro tem. 


108 West Florida Papers, Library of Congress. The House Journal was better kept than 
that of the Senate. The records are fuller, the spelling is better, the syntax is improved, and 
the items are in better form. This document is well preserved except for age, rough use, and 
ordinary wear. It is quite legible and shows that the men in that frontier settlement were not 
so unlearned as might generally be supposed 

109 See footnote 57, above. 

110 See footnote 75, above. 

111 See footnote 3, above. 

112 See footnote 4, above. 

113 See footnote 54, above. 

114 John Scott, a prominent resident of Feliciana, was rewarded for his support of the 
revolutionary movement by election to the house of representatives of the new republic.— 
Arthur, op. cit., 12 


115 Daniel Edwards was one of the staunch supporters of the West Florida revolution in 
the remote St. Ferdinand district. , 


116 James Turner was a prominent lawyer of St. Francisville, who later served in the 
Louisiana legislature and became noted as one of the leading attorneys in his section of the 
state.—Rowland, op. cit., VI, 77; Skipwith, op. cit., 37. 
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Tuesday Novr. 20th. 


The house met according to adjournment: Present the honor- 
ables John H. Johnson, William Barrow, John Scott. Llewellyn 
Griffith, Dudley Avery, James Neilson, Daniel Edwards, and the 
following other members appeared and took their seats, to Wit: 


Edmund Hawes'"’ From Baton Rouge District 
John Verner*® 


Abner Bickum!?!”” 
' Benjamin O Williams,'*° From St. Helena District 
On motion the following oath was adopted for the present 
occasion : 


You and each of you do solemnly swear that you will support 
the constitution of the state of Florida so long as you remain a 
Citizen thereof & that you will faithfully and dilligently perform 
the duties of a Representative during the term for which you have 
been elected, or as long as you may be a member of that body to 
the best of your Knowledge & ability so help you God. 


The house adjourned until three O’clock in the afternoon. 
The house met according to adjournment of this morning. 


When Joseph Thomas from St. Helena District appeared and 
took his seat, as a member of this House. The house adjourned 
until tomorrow morning nine O’Clock. 


John H. Johnson Speaker pro Tem 
James Turner Clk pro. tem. 


Wednesday Morning 21 of November 18101?! 


It appears to your Committee that the Credentials of the fol- 
lowing Members are Sufficient to entitle them to take their Seats 
in the House,— to wit: 


From St. Ferdinand District 


John H Johnson Esar. 

D. Felliseanna Lewellen C. Griffith Esqr. 
John Scott Esar. 
William Barrow Esqur. 


117 See footnote 11, above. 

118 John Verner was one of the revolutionary leaders in the remote St. Ferdinand district. 
119 See footnotes 48 and 89, above. 

120 See footnote 15, above. 


121 1¢ would seem that this committee report should have been entered in the Journal 
after, and not before, the record of the opening of the session on ‘‘Wednesday Novr. 21st.” 
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Dudley Avery Esqur. 


D. Baton Rouge \ James Nelson Esar. 
Edmund Hawes 


Joseph Thomas Esar. 
D. St. Helena Benjaman McWarters Esqr.!? 
Benjamin O. Williams Esqr 


} Abner Beckham Esar. 


D. St. Fardinand $ John Verner Esar. 
Daniel Edwards Esar. 


| It being the Compleet Number of the Members for the Juris- 
Giction assigned for the present Elections—— 


Edmund Hawes Charen. of Comtee. of Elections 


Wednesday Novr. 21st. 


The house met according to adjournment. 


Present the honorable John Scott, Joseph Thomas, John 
Verner, Benjamin O. Williams, James Neilson, Jno. H Johnson, 
Edmund Hawes, Llewelly C Griffith, Daniel Edwards, Abner 


Bickum, William Barrow, Dudley Avery. 

Benjamin McWaters from St Helena District appeared and 
took his seat. 

The members of the house took the oath which had been 
adopted. 

On motion The house proceeded to Elect their Speaker John 
H. Johnson was elected speaker of the house. 

On motion The house proceeded to elect their Clerk. James 
Turner was Elected Clerk of the house. 

On motion Ordered that a Sergeant at arms be appointed for 
this house. L. C. Griffith, Edmund Hawes & Joseph Thomas are 
appointed a committee to a who will Serve the house as 
sergeant at arms; 

On motion Ordered that a door keeper be elected for this 
house 

James Turner Clerk of the house took an oath of office. 

On motion Ordered that a message be sent to the Senate giving 
them information that a quorum is formed in this house & that 
they are ready to proceed to business & that the Clerk carry the 


same. 


122 Nothing is known of Benjamin McWaters, except that he was a supporter of the revolu- 
tionary movement in St. Helena and was elected to the House from that district. 
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The committee who were appointed to enquire for a person to 
serve as Sergeant at arms, reported David B. Steward,!** who was 
accordingly appointed. 


Hypolite Marote!** was appointed Door Keeper for this house.’ 


Ordered That Benjamin O. Williams, Edmund Hawes & Abner 
Bickum be a Committee of Elections— 


On Motion Resolved by the house that the Speaker proceed to 
nominate the necessary standing Committees for this house. 


Ordered in conformity to the above resolution. 


That William Barrow, Joseph Thomas & James Neilson be a 
committee of Finance or ways and means. 


A message was delivered from the Senate informing this house 
they had a Quorum & was ready to proceed to business. 


Ordered That John Scott, Dudley Avery & L. C. Griffith be a 
committee for courts of Justice. 


Ordered That Edmund Hawes, Benjamin McWaters and Daniel 
Edwards be a committee of Claims. 


Ordered That Benjamin O Williams, William Barrow & James 
Neilson be a Committee of propositions & grievances. 


No 2 Ordered That Joseph Thomas, John Verner and L C Grif- 
fith be a committee of enrolled Bills. 


Ordered That Joseph Thomas, L. C. Griffith and John Scott 
be a committee to prepare rules prescribing the mode of proceeding 
& for the government of this house. 


Ordered that a message be sent to the Senate informing them 
that this house will be ready to proceed to the election of a Governor 
for this State tomorrow Morning at ten O’Clock. 


A message was delivered from the Senate informing this house 
that they will be ready jointly with it to proceed to the Election of 
a Governor for this State tomorrow morning at ten O’Clock. 


On motion The house adjourned until tomorrow morning nine 
O’Clock to give the Committee of Elections time to examine the 
election returns & they are ordered to report tomorrow morning at 
nine O’Clock the result of their examinations to this house. 


128 David B. Stewart (or “Stuart’’) was a resident of St. Francisville, who had signed 
the address to the convention on August 13, 1810. He had resided in Feliciana district for 
several years prior to the revolution.—Arthur, op. cit., 59; Skipwith, op. cit., 7. 

124 Nothing is known of Hypolite Marote except that he served as door-keeper of the 
House during the brief session of the West Florida legislature. 
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Thursday Novr. 22nd. 


The House met according to adjournment Present the same 
members as of yesterday. 


The committee made a report in conformity to the orders of 
yesterday, which was as follows to wit (here read the Report). 


Upon the said Report the house resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole to enquire whether James Neilson returned as one of 
the members from the District of Baton Rouge shall be entitled to 
a seat in this house, having contracted to furnish the Publick Troops 
of this State with rations & military Stores. 


Resolved by a committee of the whole house that James Neilson 
be entitled to seat in this house as a member of the same. 


The house again proceeded to business the committee of the 
whole being dissolved. 


When the question was oe by the Speaker “Whether James 
Neilson is entitled to a seat in this house?” and determined in the 
affirmative. 


On motion A message was sent to the Senate to inform them 
that this house is now ready to proceed to the Election of Governor 
Pursuant to the orders of yesterday, & that the Clerk deliver Same. 

Ordered That Banjamin O Williams and William (Barrow?) 
be a committee to Judge of the Election of Governor on the part 
of this house. 

A message was delivered from the Senate that they were ready 
to proceed to the Election of Governor & that they had appointed 
a committee to wait on this house for that purpose. 

- The joint Committee of the Senate and of this house report 
that Fulwar Skipwith is unanimously elected Governor of this 
State. 

A message was delivered by F. A. Browder Clerk of the Senate 
that the Senate wanted send to Fulwar Skipwith Esqr. and inform 
him that he has been Elected Governor of this State and request 
his attendance. 


On motion, The house adjourned until tomorrow Morning nine 
O’Clock. 


Friday Novr. 28rd. 1810 


Present John H Johnson, Dudley Avery, Wm. Barrow, Abner 
Bickum, Dnl. Edwards, Edmund Hawes, Benj McWaters, James 
Neilson, Jos Thomas, John Verner, Benj. O Williams. 
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A message delivered from the senate, that they had ap- 
pointed a Committee to act with a Committee of this house to take 
into consideration the Expedition to Mobile. 


Ordered That William Barrow & Dudley Avery & James Neil- 
son be a Committee to act with a committee of the Senate to take 
into consideration the expedition to Mobile. 


A message was sent to the senate through the Clerk of this 
house informing them that a committee was appointed to act with 
a committee of the Senate to take into consideration the Expedition 
to Mobile. 


On motion Resolved that the said Committee be authorised to 
call upon the members of the late Convention for any information 
that they may want while they have under consideration the subject 
proposed. 

On motion of Mr. Hawes seconded by Jos. Thomas Resolved 
that a Naval Force is necessary to Cooperate with the Land Forces 
in the Reduction of Mobile and Pensacola and that the Legislature 
authorise the Executive to employ the same. 


On motion of Mr. Thomas seconded by Mr. Scott, Resolved that 
it is necessary there should immediately. . . .1*° 


The house met at the hour appointed absent Abner Bickum, 
William Barrow, L C Griffith, Ben McWaters, James Neilson, John 
Scott, Joseph Thomas, John Verner. | 

Mr. Barrow, Mr. Scott & Mr Neilson were fined one dollar each. 


A petition was handed by John Cassar & Jane his wife praying 
for a separation, Which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Tuesday Novr. 27th. 1810 


The house met according to adjournment. 


The Bill providing for the appointment of an auditor of Publick 
accounts was read a second time according to the order of the day, 
and was ordered to be engrossed, & read a third time tomorrow 
morning. | 

On motion of Mr. Verner, he obtained leave to Bring in a bill 
_ entitled an act to provide for Changing the name of St. Ferdinand 


128 A section of the Journal is missing at this point. In the copy made from the original 
manuscript Journal there is no entry for Saturday, November 24, or Monday, November 26, 
though there are two separate references in the proceedings for Tuesday, November 27, to 
action taken by the house on November 24, and nothing to indicate that a session was not 
held on November 26. A logical conclusion would be that the.latter part of the Journal for 
November 23, the whole of that for the 24th, and all but a mere fragment of that for the 
26th, are missing at this point in the manuscript.—Editor, Louisiana Historical Quarterly. 
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District and Laying it off into Militia Companies, which before 
being read was refered to a select committee of Mr Verner, Benjn. 
O Williams & Joseph Thomas. 


Upon a motion of Mr Neilson leave was given him to bring in a 
Bill to prevent people from trading with the Indians, & the Indians 
from carrying arms in our Country. 


The committee who had been appointed to bring in a Bill to 
suspend for a limited time arrests of the persons & their property 
who may be called on the present expedition reported & the bill 
being read was refered to a second reading tomorrow. 


Ordered that Capt Barrow, Mr Scott & Mr. Williams be a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the resolution of the 24th. to make 
-provision for losses sustained in battle or otherwise unavoidably, & 
report by Bill of otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. Williams Doct Avery and Mr Hawes were 
added to the above committee. 


The house adjourned until three O’Clock— 

The house met according to adjournment. 

The select committee appointed to bring in a bill to change 
the name of St. Ferdinand & lay it off into Company musters re- 
ported & the Bill being read was ordered to a second reading. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the resolu- 
tion providing for the troops who may sustain Losses & of the 24th. 


Reported by Bill which was ordered to a second reading, after being 
read the first time. 


Wednesday Novr. 28th. 


The Speaker being absent L. C. Griffith was nominated 
Speaker pro. tem. 

According to the order of the day the Engrossed Bill providing 
for the appointment of an auditor was read a third time & passed 
the house. 

According to the order of the day the bill to suspend for a 
limited time the arrests of Persons & Property was read a second 
time & refered to a committee of the whole house. 

According to the order of the day the Bill to change the Name 
of St. Ferdinand District & lay it off into Militia Companies was 
read a second time, & was ordered to be engrossed & read a third 
time tomorrow. 
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According to the order of, the day the Bill to make provision 
for those who may sustain Losses in Battle or unavoidable accident 
was read a second time & ordered to a third reading tomorrow 
morning & to be engrossed. 


The committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Expediency of granting Letters of Mark & reprisal & for the con- 
fiscation of property of those taken in arms against this State 
Reported two Bills one authorising the executive of this State to 
grant letters of Marque & reprisal was read & ordered to a second 
reading tomorrow morning. The second providing for the confisca- 
tion of property in certain cases therein read was read a first time 
and ordered to a second reading tomorrow morning. 


L. C. Griffith, Scott, Williams a committee to take into con- 
sideration the resolution for establishing a port of Entry of the as 
ordered to report at three oclock— 


Edmund Hawes, Dudley Avery, Jos Thomas to take into con- 
sideration the resolution of the 23 to establ a court of Admiralty, & 
report at three o’clock. 


Mr Neilson who obtained leave on the 27 to Bring in a Bill to 
prevent persons from trading with the Indians and for other pur- 
poses which upon being read was rejected. 


The committee appointed to take into consideration the resolu- 
tion to establish a port of entry asked for further time until Thurs- 
day next which was allowed. 


The House went into a committee of the whole upon the Bill 
to suspend for a limited time the arrest of Persons & their property 
who may be called on the present expedition, not having time to 
go through it, the house will again go into a committee of the whole 
upon it, on Friday next. 


Thursday Novr. 29th 1810 


The house met according to adjournment. Absent L. C. 
Griffith. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas Resolved that in concurrence with 
a resolution of the Senate a committee, consisting of Joseph 
Thomas, William Barrow & B. O Williams be instructed forthwith 
to wait on the Governor Elect to inform him that the Senate and 
house of Representatives will be ready to receive and install him 
into Office at the Representative Hall this day at 11 O’Clock. 


. 
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His Excellency Fulwar Skipwith appeared and the oath was 
administered to him by the president of the Senate in presence of 
Both houses of the Genl. Assembly, and at the same time delivered 
an address to the General Assembly. 


On motion of Mr. Thomas Resolved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to Draft to his Excellency F. Skipwith in answer to an 
address delivered by him to this house. 


Ordered That L. C. Griffith, Jos. Thomas and William Barrow 
be the committee under the above resolution. : 


The Bill for changing the name of St. Ferdinand District was 
read a third time & passed the house— and is now ready for the 
concurrence of the Senate— 


The Bill making provision for those persons employed on the 
expedition to Mobile & Pensacola read a third time & passed & now 
stands ready for the concurrence of the Senate. 


The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
Bill to suspend for a limited time the arrest of persons & their 
property who may be called &c. Mr. Barrow in the chair. 


The speaker resumed the Chair, and the Bill passed & is now 
ready for the concurrence of the senate. 


The Bill authorising the Executive to grant Letters of Marque 
& Reprisal read a second time & ordered to be read & engrossed 
tomorrow. 


The bill providing for the confiscation of property in certain 
cases therein mentioned read a second time & ordered to be en- 
grossed & read a third time tomorrow. 


The Bill providing a compensation in lands, to the troops em- 
ployed on the eastern expedition was read a second time & com- 
mitted to a select committee of Mr. Barrow, Doct. Avery & Jas. 
Neilson. 


Upon motion of Mr. Neilson The Governors message was read 
and such parts of it as refer to raising a Revenue was refered to 
the consideration of the Committee of Ways & Means, and that 
part which speaks of the Judiciary was refered to the committee of | 
Courts of Justice. 

Upon motion of Mr. Neilson ordered that the Committee who 


had been appointed to Draft an address to his Excellency join a 
Committee of the Senate & that they draft a joint address. 
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And as much as relates to the militia was refered to a select 
committee, of B. O Williams, Jos Thomas, Jno Scott and so much as 
relates to a more equal representation in this house was refered to 
a select committee of Mr. Brikham, Hawes, Barrow. 


Upon motion of Mr. Neilson Ordered That the senate be noti- 


fied that a committee has been appointed to draft a joint address 
to his Excellency & that the Clerk of this house notify them thereof. 


Friday November 30th. 


The Committee selected to whom was refered the Bill making 
provision in lands to those who may be employed in the Eastern 
Expedition— Reported an amended Bill which was concured in by 
the house & passed & being now ready for the Senate— 


The Bill authorizing the Executive to grant Letters of Marque 
& Reprisal read a third time passed & is ready for the concurence 
of the senate. 

The Bill providing for the confiscation of property read a 
third time & passed & is ready for the concurence of the senate. 

Mr. Griffith moved for leave to bring in a Bill to make pro- 
visions for those who may be compelled to take up arms against 
this State, which was granted him & the Bill Being produced & 
read was ordered to a second reading tomorrow. 


Saturday 1st December 


The Clerk being Sick L. C. Griffith was appointed to act as 
Clerk pro Tem. 


A message from the senate by their clerk: 


Mr Speaker. The house of representatives has passed a Bill 
authorising an expedition against Mobile & Pensacola. The Senate 
has returned the Bill with Some amendments for your concurence. 

The bill providing for the confiscation of property in certain 
cases was returned by the Senate with amendments for the con- 
curence of this house. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the Bill authorising 
an expedition against Mobile and Pensacola were concured in by 
this house and it was ordered to be sent to the Senate. 


The Bill entitled an act to provide for the changing of the 
name of St. Ferdinand District and laying it off into militia Com- 
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panies, was returned by the Senate with amendments for the Con- 
curence of this house. 


The amendments proposed by the senate to the Bill providing 
for the confiscation of property were rejected by this house and 
ordered to be sent back to the Senate. 


The house rejected the amendments proposed by the Senate 
to the Bill providing for changing the Name of the district of St 
Ferdinand &c, and it was ordered to be returned to the Senate. 


The Bill entitled an act for changing the name of St Ferdinand 
district was enrolled and passed into a law. 


The Bill providing for the confiscation of property in certain 
cases was passed by the senate and returned to this house to be 
enrolled. 


The Bill making provision for those persons who may be com- 
pelled to take up arms against the state was read a second time 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time on monday next. 


A motion was made by Mr. Hawes and seconded to Bring in a 
Bill granting a donation to the Volunteers who took possession of 
the fort at Baton Rouge on the 22nd. Septr. last. The Bill was 
refered to Select committee and Mr. Hawes, Mr. Barrow, Mr Scott 
were appointed for that purpose. On motion of Mr Hawes, Mr 
Griffith and Mr. Thomas were added to the committee. 


Joseph Thomas moved for leave of absence until tomorrow 
morning which was granted. 


The Bill authorising the expedition against the forts and Posts 
occupied by the enemy within the Limits of this State was passed 
by the senate and returned to this house. 

The amendments to the Bill entitled an act to provide for the 
Confiscation of property, in certain cases were insisted on by the 


- Senate and returned to this house for reconsideration. 


The amendments proposed by the senate to the Bill entitled an 
act to provide for the confiscation of property in certain cases were 
again taken into consideration by this house and rejected unani- 
mously. | 


The Bill entitled an act to authorise an expedition against the 
forts and posts occupied by the Enemy within the limits of this 
State was Enrolled examined by a Joint committee of Both houses 
and passed into a law. 


The house adjourned untill monday next 9 OClock. 
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Monday 3 Dec 1810 


The house met according to adjournment absent Mr. McWaters 
and Mr Scott. : 

On motion of Mr. Neilson a committee of conference was 
appointed to confer with the Senate on the subject of the amend- 
ments to the bill providing for the Confiscation of property in cer- 
tain cases, and James Neilson, Benjamin O Williams and Edmund 
Hawes were appointed for that purpose, and ordered that the senate 
be notified of the Same, and the Clerk ordered to carry the message. 

Benjamin O Williams moved for leave to bring in a Bill for 
the relief of Daniel Cobb. Rule and Dearman, and leave was 
granted. 

The Bill providing for those persons who may be compelled to 
take up arms against the state was engrossed and read a third 
time and sent to the senate. 

The Bill providing for a Bounty of land to the militia was 
returned by the Senate with amendments for the concurrence of 
this house, which were agreed to, and ordered to be enrolled. 

The Bill to suspend all civil process against the Volunteers 
employed on the Eastern Expedition was returned by the Senate 
with amendments for the concurrence of this house which were 
agreed to and the Bill was ordered to be enrolled. 

The Bill providing for An auditor of public accounts and other 
purposes was returned by the Senate with amendments for the 
concurrence of this house which were agreed to and the bill ordered 
to be enrolled. 

The House adjourned till Three OClock. 

The House met according to adjournment. Absent L. C. 


Griffith. 


Mr. Hawes moved for leave to bring forward a Resolution to 
adjourn the House, & meet at Baton Rouge on the 10th Inst—which 
was granted, & ordered to be brought forward Tomorrow morning 
half after nine OClock. | 


The House adjourned till Tomorrow half after Nine OClock.— 


Tuesday Decr. 4th ; 
L C. Griffith’s resignation was handed through the Speaker & 
read to the house. 


The Resolution to adjourn the Legislature & meet at Baton 
Rouge was divided & the question whether the house should adjourn 
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until the tenth instant, carried in the affirmative & the Question 
whether they should meet at Baton Rouge carried in the affirma- 
tive; 

J. H. Johnson Resigned his seat being offended at the fall 
which his property takes at the said Removal from St. Francis. 


The house adjourned until three. 7 
Doctr. Avery was appointed speaker of the house. 


The senate sent a Bill Establishing Rules & Regulations of 
the Militia of this Commonwealth who shall be employed in the 
Expedition against Mobile & Pensacola under the Command of 
Colo W Kirkland which originated with them & is sent for the 
concurence of this house. Read once & ordered to a second Reading. 


A message was sent to the Govnr. informing him of the Vacan- 
cies in this house. 

Mr Scott moved for leave to bring in a Bill entitled an act to 
repeal an act entitled an act to suspend all civil process until fur- 
ther order of the Legislature, & for other purposes therein men- 
tioned. 


Mr. Neilson obtained leave of absence till monday the 10th 
Decr. 


The house Adjourned till tomorrow 9 O’Clock. 


Wednesday Decr. 5th 


The house met according to adjournment. Mr Abner Brek- 
ham absent, who was ordered to union District forward the 
Expedition. 


Mr. Browder brote a bill from the Senate for the appointment 
of Two Civil Commandants within this state, east of per] river 


& other purposes. 
The House adjourned until Three oclock. 


The House met according to adjournment.!*® 


Gentlemen of the Senate & the House of Representatives, 
Called by your joint and unanimous suffrage to fill the office of 
Chief Magistrate under the Constitution adopted by the people of 
this Commonwealth, I repair with a full sense of my own imperfect 
qualifications, to that critical & honorable post believing it to be 
the duty of every citizen at this moment implicitly to obey the call 
of his Country. 


126 There is about a page of blank paper in the Journal following this point. 
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Wednesday Decr. 


The House met according to adjournment. Members all pres- 
ent except Abner Beckham, who is ordered to union District to 
make arrangements for the expedition. 


Mr. Browder Brote in a Bill from the Senate, to appoint two 
civil Commandants within this State, East of perl river & other 
purposes. 

The House adjourned until Three Oclock. 

- The House met according to adjournment. 

An act authorizing the Executive of this state to grant letters 
of Marque & Reprisal sent from the senate for amendments. The 
same amended past this House & the Senate. 


700 1400 400 — 250128 
700 7 650 
9800 5 
3250 3250 
13,050 


The House adjourned until tomorrow Nine Oclock— 


Thursday 6th. 


The House met according to adjournment the same members 
as yesterday present. 


Message recd from the Senate by Mr Browder for the House 
to adjourn this day untill Saturday the 8th. of this Inst. to meet at 
Baton Rouge. The House agrees. 


B. O. Williams Brot. in a bill for the relief of Daniel Cobb, 
Saml. Dearmon & Edmond Story which was read and ordered for 
a second reading. 


The House adjourned until 2 Oclock. 
The House met agreeable to adjournment— 


Benjn. O. Williams Moved for the Rules of this House to be 
dispensed with. The Bill for the releaf of Daniel Cobb, Edmond 
Story & Sam] Dearmon after Two readings passed the House.— 


127 The Editor of the Louisiana Historical Quarterly is unable to explain why there should 
algae 2 entries in the Journal for December 5, with much repetition in the second entry for 
te. 


128 The meaning of this group of figures in the Journal at this point is unknown. They 
seem to have no connection with the proceedings of the house gn that date. 
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Be it inacted by the General Assembly that the Governor & 
Senate a committe of two members of this house— be and they 
are hereby authorised to send all the regular forces now in this 
state or so many thereof as they may think proper on an Expe- 
dition against Mobile and pensacola to reduce the same. 


They may will be sufficient in the most speedy possible 
manner 


Be it further enacted that they be and are hereby authorised 
to call out such a part of the Militia of this State to assist the 
Regular forces as they may think will be sufficient number to reduce 
Mobile & pensacola.'”° 


Form of an Oath for the members of the Legislature.'*° 


You and each of you do solemnly Swear that you will support 
the constitution of (be faithful & true to) the State of Florida so 
long as you Remain a Citizen thereof, and that you will faithfully 
and Diligently Perform the duties of a Representative during the 
term for which you have been Elected, or so long as you may be a 
member of that body so help you god— 


This oath will be administered by an alcalde— 


A Speaker will then be Elected. The alcalde may hold the 
Ballad Box, on which the speaker will be Conducted to the Chair, 
& will Call the House to order, each member then has the previledge 
to nominate any person for clerk. Should no one have a majority 
of votes, on the first trial, the two highest on the poll must be 
voted for. When Elected the clerk must take a similar oath with 
the Representatives. The next officer is the Sergeant at arms, his 
duty is to execute all orders from the House. 


A Door Keeper is next, he stands at the door calls all members 
or persons whose presence may be required, takes charge of the 
Room Keeps it clean, and in many places Contracts for fuel 
Candles, &c. 


The standing Connanititaide are then appointed & their names 
Entered on the Journal, towit a Committee of Ways & Means (or 


of Finance) of propositions and Grievances, of Courts of Justice, 
of Claims, of Priviledges & Elections and of enrolled bills— 


129 The Journal proper ends at this point. There seems to be a section missing here, 
although it is possible that there were no sessions of the House after December 6, 1810. The 
Senate Journal contains entries of Pye eager of that body until December 9, 1810, and it 
seems logical that the meee should have remained in session until the same date.—Editor, 
Lowisiana Historical Quarterly 


189 The following form of oath and rules of procedure are appended to the House 
Journal. The material therein contained pears to adop at the beginning of 
their session to guide the House in its del 
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Every Petition or Resolution which may be received and read, 
Must by order of the Speaker be refered to the proper Committee 
if they reject it they report the same, if voted reasonable it is the 
duty of the same Committee to propose & bring in a bill according— 

Order of the day. When the Speaker takes his seat & calls 
to order the clerk reads the Journal of the preceding day. The 
Speaker then pronounces reports are in order. The chairmen of 
the several Committees then make their reports, after which the 
Speaker observes Motions and Resolutions are in order, after 
receiving such as may be made if any, he calls for the reading of 
the bills, after which no new matter is to be received unless the 
rule of the House is previously Dispensed with. 


All Motions must be seconded before received— 


Besides the standing Committees above mentioned a Joint Con- 
sisting of members from both Houses Committees is always 
appointed to draft rules for the Government of the two Houses— 


The Progress of a Bill. 

After a bill is introduced according to order— it is read the 
clerk hands it to the Speaker, the Speaker sits in his chair, reads 
the Title of the Bill, and says the Bill has been read a first time 
the Question will be shall it be read a second time. 


He then rises from his seat reads the title of the bill again 
and says Gentlemen all you who are of Opinion that the bill shall 
be read a second time will say, aye, all you that are of a Contrary 
opinion say, no. 

After it has Passed a second reading the Coreiiibedl is the 
same as the first, only the speaker observed that the bill has been 
read a second time. The Question will be shall it be Committed to 
a Committee of the Whole or engrossed and read a third time. 


Minutes for 24th. October 1810'** 


The Journal of both Houses of Legislature of the State of Florida. 
In the name and by the a of the Commonwealth of 
Florida 
The Convention of the said Commonwealth To J ohn Ballenger 
Esqr— Greetings: Reposing special trust and confidence in your 
fidelity ; courage and good conduct we have appointed you and by 
these presents do commission you Lieut. Colo. of the (blank space) 


181 The commission which follows ornees to have been renewed by the West Florida 
legislature after it had been previously made by the committee of the convention, so as to 
leave no doubt of its validity or force.—ZJbdid. 
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Regiment of Militia of the said Commonwealth, to exercise the 
authority and enjoy the privileges and emoluments appertaining 
to the said office, the duties of which you are required to discharge 
with all diligence, observing the orders of your superior officers— 
And all persons under your command are required to respect and 
obey your orders according to Law. 


| Given by the Committee of the Convention vested with full 
power for that purpose, at St. Francisville, this eighteenth day of 
November in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and 
ten, and in the first year of this Commonwealth. : 


[On the other page is a blank commission like the above, with 
the name and date left blank.] 


Your Committee has discovered from the Journal of the late 
Convention that James Neilson is now under a Contract to furnish 
rations & military stores, with this State, which was entered into 
before his Election as a member of this house:— Your Committee 
deems it expedient that this house in a Committee of the whole 
shall take into consideration his eligibility to a seat as a member in 
this Legislature. 

Edmund Hawes Chai’n 
Com’tee of Elections'** 


46. Upon a bill being committed to a Committee of the whole 
house the Same shall be first Read throughout by the clerk, and 
then again read and Debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be 
last considered; after Report the bill shall again be subject to 
debate & Amendments by Clauses, before a question for engrossing 
it be taken; 


47. All amendments made to an original motion in committee 
shall be incorporated with the motion and so Reported. 


48. The question, whether in Committee or in the house shall 
be Disposed of in the order in which they were moved except that 
in filling up blanks the largest sum and the most Remote day shall 
be first put. 


49. The rules of proceeding in the house shall be observed in 
Committee, so far as they may be applicable, except that of limitting 
the times of Speaking. 


50. A majority of any Committee shall be a Sufficient Number 
to proceed to Business. 


182 This committee report appears to be the original handed to the clerk of the House for 
entry in the Journal.—lIbid. 
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51. All fines on absent members shall be Collected by, and 
appropriated to the use of the Sergeant-at-Arms.— 


52. That 9 O’Clock be the Standing order of adjournment.—'** 


[MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS OF THE WEST FLORIDA 
REVOLUTION AND REPUBLIC 


Account of Beef Issued to the Militia Under the Command of 
Genl. Philemon Thomas, by Manuel Lopez as per Orders of Comry. 
Department. 


1810.— Drs. | Cts. 
Septr. 23. To 245 lbs. of Beef— 

24. “ 55914. 

25. “ 283814. 

26. 546. 

27. 

28. “ 568. 

29. “ 539. 

30. “ 65914. 
Octr. 1. “ 580. 

2. 

“ 8. “ 48214. 

4. “ 5657. 

5. “ 349. 

“eg 6. “ 536. 

7. “ 56814. 

8. “ 58214. 

9. 32414. 

10. “ 516. 

11. “ 42614. 

13, 

14. 16814. 

” 15. “ 2514. 

16." 

17... 

18. “ 4814. 

19. “ 161%. 
Without date. “ 248. 

989114. lbs. of Beef @ 614 Cts. is 642 | .9434, 

Acct of Beef Delivered Since the 19th of Octr. Viz: 


188 The above list of regulations, numbered from 46 to 52, appear to be the last part of 
the full list of rules and regulations of either the House or the Senate, presumably of the 
former since they are included with the House Journal. The first forty-five regulations are 
missing from the manuscript.—Z/bid. 

184 West Florida Papers, Library of Congress. These various and sundry papers deal 
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amount bro’t forward— 642 | .9434 
19th. Octr. 3 lbs 
2514 
16% 
15 
1614 
138% 
9014,.— lbs @ 6% 5 | .8514 
Septr. 27th.— Amount furnished the Hospital $9.75 9|.75 
$658 | .551,, 


Pere br et nortan te desta gnanta 
| Manuel Lopez.!*® 


Philip Hicky Esqr., Sir,— 


You will have this Bill examined & Compared with the Origi- 
nal Documents, have it Certified by Two Respectable Witnesses, 
Signed by the Claimant, & pay the amount. Say one half in Thirty 
& the balance in Sixty Days. _ 


St. Francisville 8th. Novr— 1810— By order of the Committee 
John H. Johnson 7 Chairman 


The above account certified to be just & true by And. Steele. 
Je Sertifie Que le Compter ci d’esa est juste et vrai. 


F Duplantier 


A. No. 12 
Acct. of Beef Issued to the Militia of B. R. West Florida. 


mainly with the business affairs of the convention and the legislature of West Florida. They 
= entered without any orderly or logical arrangement. The manuscripts are in a fair state 
of preservation. + 


185 See footnote 9, above. 
18¢ Fergus Duplantier was a prominent citizen residing a few miles below Baton Rouge. 
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The Convention 
To Jas. Chauveau* Dr. 


1810 cen 
Sepr. 30th | Deliver’d Stephen Winter, 
Captn. of the Artillery, 
pr. Mr. Rhea’s order, Vizt. 
| 
1.. Pr. White Nankan.......... $3...) 25 
10 ells Dimity ... @ 50 5..) 
1.. pr. blue Nankan.............. 3..| 50 
9.. ells Shirting Lenen.. @ 
2.. Ounces Thread... @ 
1.. doze. plated buttons........ 1..| 2 
2.. ells Cotton Cambrick... 
2.. prs. white Cotton Stock- 
ings @ 1874................. 
1.. pair fine Shoes................ 2..| 50 
8 .. Skains Thread.................. 1..| 25 
41% ells brown Linen... 
87lhets. ..... 98% 
. Gold Epaulet.................... 
$53 | .25 
Octr. 11th 1.. half Ream Writing 
Paper 
deld. Dr. Steele as pr. his| 
| $57 | .25 
The Following Deld. Dr. 
French pr. Mr. Rhea’s 
Order, Vizl. 
1914 ells Purple Durants @ 
19... Skains Sewg. Silk... @ 
9..ells White Silk .. @ $3..../| _.. 
1.. pr. blue ribbon, 12. - ells 
59} 31144 
$116 | .5614 


137 James Chauveau appears to have been a Baton Rouge merchant. 
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The Following deld. Mr. 
Johnson’s Troop of horse, 

Sepr. 25th 1.... Briddle for Capt. Grif- 


1....do for Mr. Scott ........ 
6 | .00 
$122 | .561,4 
Received Payment in full from the Committee of the Conven- 
tion Baton Rouge 13th. Octr. 1810. Jas. Chauveau 
James Chauveau’s acct. paid....$122.5614 
Capt. L.C. Griffith To William Lewis Dr.1* 
Cents 
Novr. 23rd 1810 | To dinner for 5 men of Saml. Kerns’s} 2 | 50 
To Supper for said men...... 1 | 8714 
To 8 dinners Pr— Wm. Ratcliff... 4... 
To 8 Suppers for sd men.................. 3... 
24th To 5 Breakfasts pr. Carns’s men.... 1 |871%4 
To 8 Breakfasts pr Ratcliffs men.... a ae 
To dinners pr. Do. 
To 8 Suppers pr. Do 3 |00 
25 To 8 Breakfasts pr 
To 10 Suppers pr. Do......... 3 | 75 
| To 8 dinners pr Do.. oa 
| To 8 Suppers pr. S Carns’ men...... eee 
| 26 To 10 breakfasts pr Ratcliff’s 3 | 75 
To 8 breakfasts pr S Carns’s men.... Be ES 
To use of room and fire...................... 10 
$58 | 75 
Add amt. of Charles Baldwins bill... 24 | 50 
Dr.| 83 | 25 
Amt. paid by Henry Hunt who ought 
to have Credit if no Public money 
was in his hands. 


I certify that the above amount was contracted for the detach- 
ment of troops ordered by the Committee of the Convention to 
Rendezvous at this place. St. Francis Ville 28th. November 1810. 


Llewellyn C. Griffith commanding the detachment— 


188 The entries and accounts herein indicate that William Lewis was the proprietor of 
a hotel or boarding-house in St. Francisville in 1810. 
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25th. Decemr. 1810. recd. the above in full of Mr. Henry 
Hunt.1%° Wm. Lewis 


Who is Henry Hunt? 
Govement paper 
Not charged in the Accts. 


Received at St. Francisville Nove. 10th. 1810 from Captn John 
H. Johnson Eighteen dollars, for public use, for which I am ac- 


countable— 
Jas. S. Smith, Capt. Artl. & Mils. Agt. 


Captn. Jas. S. Smith’s receipt 


Don Philip Hicky— Sir— pay to the Order of James Neilson, 
Paymaster, the sum of nine Hundred dollars for the Public Serv- 
ice— out of any Public Money in your Hands. Baton Rouge, 30th 


October 4810— 
By order of the Committee 


John H. Johnson, Chairman 


Recd. of Philip Hicky Esqr. treasurer nine hundred Dollars. 
for the purpose of defraying the Public depts of the Commonwealth 


agreeable to their order. 
James Neilson Paymaster 


30th. Octor. 1810 


A. Nol 
Mr John H Johnson 
Pay Mr. Webb?" seven Dollars and oblige 
Jas V Sagendy™ 
Oct 19th 1810. 


The Committee of the Convention— To Wm. Lewis— Dr. 
To use of room & furniture from the Ist to this date, say 19 


days .... 15.00 
To Boarding of Capt. Wm. Barrow 11 days . 11.00 
26 days for 2.00 
To Boarding John Morgan Esar. 15 days.... . 15.00 
To Boarding Capt. Hicky 9 — 9.00 
6 days for Horse 4.50 


189 The identity of Henry Hunt is unknown. Even the West Florida officials, as 
subsequent entries in these documents indicate entertained doubt on this point. 


140 Apparently Amos Webb, a St. Francisville merchant. See footnote 95, above. 
141 This gentleman has not been identified. 
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To amount of John H. Johnson Bils..........................0.2...00.......... 8.50 
To 5 qrts. Whiskey furnished Indians................................-------- 2.50 
C Am $85.50 
St. Frs. Ville 

19th. November 1810— To short Charge pr. Mr. Morgan : 
92.50 


The Treasurer of the State, 
Philip Hicky Esar. 
Will pay the foregoin Bill to William Lewis Esqr. on act of 


the Commonwealth. 
By order of the Committee 


John H. Johnson Chairman 


Recd. the above in full this 22d. Novemr. 1810— 


3 Wm. Lewis 
Mr. Charles Baldwin‘? 
1810 to Wm. Lewis Dr. 
1.75 
P. G.— $24.50 


St. Frs Ville 4th Demr. 1810 
Who is Henry Hunt 


The Committee vested with full powers to make the necessary 
arrangements for carrying on a military expedition for the safety 
of the State, certify the above account to be justly due and payable 
_ from the public Treasury. 

St Francisville 
December 4th. 1810 . 
Fulwar Skipwith Govr., Comder. in Chief 
Chairman of the Committee 


21st. Decmr. 1810. recd. the within in full of Mr. Henry 
Hunt—Wm. Lewis 


142 The identity of Charles Baldwin is not known, 
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Deliver’d Stephen Winter Capt. of Artillery— 


1 ”” pr. white Nankeen : 
10 Elle of 4 
1. hat 7. 
9 ells of Shirt linen at 1$ 9 


2 ells of Cambrick 

1 pair of shoes.... ome 2.4 

2.2 

4 ells of Brown linen at 7............ iceaceed) ee 

$53.2 


To Messrs. Tanneret & Gourjon Merchts'** 


Please to deliver to Capt. Stephen Winter such goods or mer- 
chandise as he may call for to the amount of fifty Dollars, and 
place the same to the account of the Convention of this Common- 


wealth of Florida. 
By order of the Convention 


John Rhea President 
Baton Rouge Sept. 30th. 1810 


Received the amount of the within order in goods. 
pr Me Stepn. Winter Capt Artiy 


State of West Florida— Dr. to Jacob Starns'* 


The paymaster Mr. James Neilson will please to pay Mr, Jacob 
Starns four Dollars for the above mentioned article being bought 
for the use of the Volunteer troops on the expedition to St. Helena. 
Tickfaw Octr. 4th. 1810. 


John Neilson'*® Comdry. 


1438 This firm was apparently located in St. Francisville. 

144 Jacob Starns was apparently a resident of St. Helena district. 

145 John Neilson was probably the son of James Neilson who was the paymaster of the 
West Florida forces. See note 57, above. | 
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List of accounts Settle with Samuel Starns"** Vizn. 


First page of this Sheet...................... | $ 4.00 
Bill dated 7th October.... 2.6214 
Ditto do...do... 
Ditto 4th. ditto................. 
$31.8714 


ea oe Sta. of West Florida October 13th. 1810— Re- 
ceived from the Committee of the Convention full payment of the 
above accounts amounting to thirty one Dollars & Seven cents 
(bits?) Samuel Starrns. 
Samuel Starrns 
Accts. paid 31.8714 


Recd. Baton Rouge, Oct. 11th. 1810, of the Committee of Pub- 
lick Safety, of the Commonwealth of Baton Rouge, the sum of Fifty 
Dollars, in part of services rendered in printing the ordinances, &c 
by order of the Convention. 

James M. Bradford’s rect. James M. Bradford!*? 


Received of the committee of the convention Eight Hundred 
and ninety two Dollars. Baton Rouge Octr. 20th. 


John Neilson Depty. paymaster 
$892. 


John Neilsons rect. for $892.— 


Fort of Baton Rouge 28th. Sept. 1810 
Recd. of the convention of West Florida one thousand Dollars by 
the hand Col. William Spiller to be applyed towards defraying the 


expenses of the Troops in the Service of the convention. 
' Jas. Neilson Pay Master 


James Neilson’s rect. for $1000. 
State of West Florida. 


1810 To Jas. Chauveau Dr. 
Octr. 15th The following Deld. Capt. Ballinger 
1..large Tureene...... : $3.50 
1..doze. Soup platters... 
1..doze. Tumblers 3.50 
1..large Soupe Spoone 1.75 
$11.25 cts 


146 Samuel Starns was a prominent resident of Baton Rouge. 
147 See footnote 45, above. 
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The above articles are Recd. by me for the use of my family. 
I request a Draft on the pay master & the amt Can be stopt out of 
any pay that may be coming to me hereafter. 


J. Ballinger Capt Comdt. 
Chairman of the Committee of the Convention 


Received Payment in full of the Within.— Baton Rouge 16th 
Octr. 1810 Jas. Chauveau 


James Chauveau’s acct. pd. $11.25 
Baton Rouge Octr. 29th 1810 


By the Committee of the Convention of Florida Vested with 
full powers by that Body Resolved that the money found in the 
house occupied by Mr. Delassus and among the Archives of the 
Government at the time of taking possession of the fort of Baton 
Rouge, be applied to the public use, and that the script of this Com- 
monwealth be deposited for the amt.— as a security to the indi- 
viduals to whom it may belong for the reimbursement thereof with 
an interest of ten percent per annum, and that the treasurer of this 
Commonwealth make the proper dispositions for carrying into ef- 
fect the said resolution without delay.— 


By order of the Committeee— John H. Johnson Chairman 
Resolved that a Court of Admiralty Ought to be established within 
this State without delay— 


Resolved that a Naval Force is necessary to Cooperate with the 
Land Force in the Reduction of Mobile & Pensacola, & that the 
Legislature authorise the Executive to employ the Same— 


Mr. Baudin’s*** Ac. 


1810 No. 1. Equiping 115 men, forwarding Despatches, 
&c the amount of this account is accepted by C. M. Audi- 


bert one of the Navy agents for the State of Florida $1636..... 
No. 9 & others, Costs of a Suit instituted by Messrs Lay 

& Lachataignerai against Baudin, Well vouched 53.99 

$1689.99 


Proper Vouchers are also herewith for $397.66. They came to 
the Office with Mr. Baudin’s Claim, but this sum does not appear 
to be due him, most of the expenditures being made by Capt. 
Avry,'*® and the Whole amount to be paid to him according to the 


148 The identity of Mr. Baudin is unknown. Perhaps it is “Baldwin”’. 


149 This may be Dr. Dudley Avery mentioned in footnote 75 above, but the identity is 
uncertain. 
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order of John Mills & Audibert® Navy Agents, by A. L. Dun- 
can." Nothing shows that the account was ever paid. Yet it 
appears to me this claim ought to be suspended until it is Known 
who & where is the person entitled to the amount due. 


AO. 0.2." 


August 7, 1817. 


Recd. of the Convention by the hand of Col. William Spillers 
one thousand Dollars for purpose of defraying the Public expenses. 
Fort of Baton Rouge 8th. Octor. 1810. 
Jas. Neilson. Paymaster 


James Neilson Receipt for 1000. Dr. 
Baton Rouge Octob. 29th. 1810 


The Convention of Florida To Andrew Steele Dr. 


To money advanced to Doctr. Rollins'®* for his expences to Shep- 
herd Brown’s in the public service.... “i $7 
P. Hicky Esar. 

Pay to the order of Docto. Steele, Seven Dollars on account of 
this Commonwealth. By the Committee John H. Johnson Chairm. 
Baton Rouge 14th Novr. 1810. 

Received payment And. Steele 


A. No. 6 
St. Francis Ville 22d Septr. 1810, Recd. Lt Borrowed of Mr. 
A. L. Duncan forty One Dollars Cash for the use of the Public & 


to be returned on demand— 
41$ John H. Johnson 


The Treasurer of the Province will pay this Amt. to A. L. Dun- 
can Esar. 
19th Novr. 1810. By order of the Committee 

John H. Johnson Chairman 


A. No. 8 

St. Francis Ville 13th. November 1810. Recd. of John Mills 
Esqr. Eighteen Dollars for the public Service to be deducted from 
the amount of his Subscription to the Public of Five Hundred Dol- 
lars— By order of the Committee John H. Johnson Chairman 
Received payment of Mr. Phil Hickey, John Mills 


150 Charles M. Audibert. See footnote 102, above. 
151 See footnote 80, above. 
152 The initials “F.C.F.”” do not seem to fit any of the prominent leaders of the West 


Florida revolution. 
153 The identity of Dr. Rollins is unknown. 
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A. No. 7 
Being called upon to value a Beef killed for the use of the 
Militia; the property of Mrs. Elizabeth Bradford we the subscribers 
think it worth twelve dollars. 
W Kirkland 
Joash Miller 
Novr. 20th 1810. 
St Francis-Ville 


St. Francis Ville 20th Novr. 1810. Philip Hicky Esqr. Treasurer 
of the State will Satisfy the Demand from the Public Treasury— 
By order of the Committee 


John H. Johnson Chairman 


Recd. the amt. of the within mentioned twelve Dollars— by the 
Hands of P. Hicky Esqr. Treasurer of the State of Florida—St. 
Francis Ville 20th Novr. 1810. For Elizabeth Bradford 


Abelard Bradford 


A. No. 9 
St. Francis Ville 7th Novr. 1810 


Philip Hicky Esqr. Treasurer 
Pay to the order of James Neilson Esqr. Five Hundred Dollars 


for the Public Service— 
By order of the Committee 


500$ | John H Johnson Chairman 


Recd. of Philip Hicky Treasurer five hundred Dollars in full 
of the within order 11th. Novr. James Neilson Paymaster 


A. No. 5 

After I had the pleasure to See you yesterday evening I Re- 
ceived a draft from the Committee, which renders unnecessary, to 
bring to Baton Rouge the Cash you was to remitt me for the journey. 
I will meet you at Mr. Morgan if you do not call in your way at 
Mr. Skipwith were I Shall be tomorrow, your most sincerely Audi- 
bert | 
Mr. Mills 

Mr. John Johnson Chairman of the Committee of Public Safty 
having Deliver’d to me an order of payment of one hundred & 
fifty Dollars on Mr. Eckey,'** this Said order Being lost this will 


154 The Frenchman, Audibert, spelled Philip Hickey’s name in this manner. 
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be & Remains a full Receipt for the one hundred & fifty Dollars 
which I acknowledge to have received from Mr. Eckey this Day the 
twenty fifth of November 1810. 


Recd. $150. Dol Public Money. 


A. No. 13 


Recd. of the convention by the hand of Col. William Spiller the 
Sum of one thousand Dollars for the defraying of the Public De- 
mands of the Said Convention, Baton Rouge 30th. Sept. 1810. 

Jas. Neilson Paymaster 


C. M. Audibert 


James Neilson rect. for $1000.— 
November 1810 State of Florida to D. T. Madoz!™ Dr. 


$. C 

To 4 Copies of the Constitution 24 each........ 18.00 
To 36 Commissions 25 cents 
Miscellaneous writing, &c ..... 4.00 
$31.00 


Mr. Philip Hicky Treasurer. 


Sir, The foregoing Bill being Correct you will pay the amount 
to D. T. Madoz or order act of the Public Treasury. 


By order of the Committee 
John H. Johnson Chairman 
St. Francisville Novr. 20th 1810. 


Received of Mr. Philip Hicky, Treasurer of this state the 
amount of the above draft— Received by D. T. Madoz 


No 45. No. 45. $500..... 


Eighteen Months after date the State of Florida promise to 
pay to (blank space for name) or Order value received the sum of 
Five Hundred Dollars with Ten per cent per Annum Interest from 
the (blank space) being part of the sum of Thirty Thousand Dol- 
lars for the payment of which the faith of the Government of this 
State is hereby Solemnly pledged agreeable to a Resolution of the 
Convention, bearing date this second day of October of the present 
Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ten.— 


By order of the Convention 
John Rhea President 


155 TD. T. Madoz appears to be a printer who was located at that time in St. Francisville. 


156 Others are for twelve months. There are forty-seven of the blank notes in the West 
Florida Papers. Number 15 has been clipped off, and the stubs show that Samuel Packwood 
re Nos. 5 and 6 on November 22, 1810. The notes are not all in the West Florida 
pers, for they do not run consecutively. The first is No. 3 and the last is No. 60. The 

rts  odkeied above is presented as.a specimen. Farther on in dheos documents is a list of some 
of the purchasers of notes of the West Florida government. 


| 
y 
t 


Official Records West Florida Revolution and Republic 


795 


Scripts of the Government of Florida delivered to Col. Reuben 
Kemper Vizt. 


Payable in 12 Months 


for 500.— Na for 500.— 
. §00.— ” §600.— 
‘ §00.— v 54 ” 5§00.— 
” 500.— ” §600.— 
7,000.— 
7,000.— 
No. v_ 1.... for 500 payable in 12 mos. delivered to John Mills. 
v 2.... ” do....in do...not disposed of but intended for 
Mr. Rhea. 
” v $81.... ” 500 payable in 18 mos. delivered to Wm. Barrow. 
” v 82.... ” 6500 do. in do. delivered to Philip Hicky. — 
Philip Hicky 
No. 5, 6, 7, 8 & 15 not on this list Certificates not included un- 
furnished 
John Mills No. 1 
Saml. Packwood ” 5&6 
Widow Shaw 
Philip Hicky me 
John Rhea 
Wm. Barrow ” 81— 
Scrips of the Govt of Florida delivered to Col: Kemper— 
Contd. 
Payable in 12 Months Payable in 18 months 
No. v 9 for $500 No. v 35 for... $500 
v 10 for 500 v 36 for . §00 
v 11 for 500 v 37 for. 500 
v 12 for 500 v 38 for 500 
v 13 for. 500 v 89 for 500 
v 14 for 500 500 
v 16 for 500 v 41 for 500 


Payable in 18 months 
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v 17 for 500 500 
v 18 for. 500 500 
$4500 v 45 for .... 600 
500 
v 47 for . 600 
FOO 
$7000 
List of Scripts Accepted 24th Octo 1810 Philip Hicky 
No 32 $500.— 


_Eighteen months after date the State of Florida promise to pay 
to Mr. Philip Hicky . ... or order value received the sum of Five 
Hundred Dollars with Ten per cent per Annum Interest from the 
sixth Day of November 1810... being part of the sum of Thirty 
Thousand Dollars, for the payment of which the faith of the Gov- 
ernment of this State is hereby solemnly pledged agreeable to a 
Resolution of the Convention bearing date this second day of Oc- 
tober of the present Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ten.— 

By order of the Convention 
John Rhea President 


The Chairman of the Committee of Safety 
Will pay John Felior Six Dollars, for halling Cannon Cc as pr. 
my requests. | 
Walter MClelan 2nd. Lieut. 1st. Copy. 
Fort Baton Rouge Octr. 20th 1810 
P. Hicky Esqr. (Treasurer) 
_ Pay this amount for account as This Cannon Neaded 29th Octr 
1810. 
By order of the Convention 
John H. Johnson Chairmn. 


Recd the amount in full Baton Rouge 29th. Octr. 1810— 
his 
Witness John X Filior 
marke 


A. No. 3 


Vouchers for money’s paid by the Treasurer of the state of 
Florida— Without any order of the Convention— 


Vouchers marked B— 


a ‘ 
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Philip Hicky Esar. 
Please pay to Thomas Berry one hundred & Sixty Dollars for 
twenty Barrels of Flour Purchased of him. 


15th. Novr. 1810. James Neilson M. Agt. 
Received the amount of the within in an Order on A. L. Duncan 
Esqr. of New Orleans. Baton Rouge 15th. Novr. 1810. , 
| | Thomas Berry 
B. No. 2 


Pd. by G. Mather senr. 

Received of Philip Hicky Treasurer, the sum of twelve Dollars, 
for my services in going to Shepherd Brown’s Esquire with Dis- 
patches—from some of the Members of the Convention— Baton 
Rouge 2d. Decr. 1810— $12.— 

Joseph Thomas 


B. No. 4 
Natchez,.16th November, 1810. 


Sir, Please pay to Robert Breckenridge Esqr. or order, Fifty 
Dollars, the balance of my account against the Government of West 
Florida, for services rendered in Printing done by order of the 
Honorable Convention— And this shall be your voucher. 

Sir Your Obt Servt. 
James M. Bradford. 
The Honb. President of the 
West Florida Convention 


Dr. Steele will greatly oblige his friend by accompanying Mr. 
Bdge. to Mr. Rhea’s, that he may receive the amount of the above 
draft. Owing the amount to Mr. B. and not having the means of 
paying it before his departure, I have drawn; and it will be a dis- 
appointment to him, as well as a great mortification to me, to should 
he not receive the amount. As the bill was positively to be paid by 
the first Monday in this month, I presume their can be no incapa- 
city— and I am sure there is every disposition to pay it. 


Accept for the Convention and yourself the assurances of 
esteem. 
: James M. Bradford. 
Dr. A. Steele. | 
Baton Rouge Novr. 24th. 1810— 


Received of Mr. Philip Hicky Treasurer of the State of Florida 
fifty Dollars in full of the foregoing account. | 
$50 R Breckinridge 
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Dr. Andw. Steele at Foelekel’s Hotel Baton Rouge 
Attention of Mr. Breckenridge B. No. 3 


I do hereby Certify that Mr. Charles Duval furnished Eighty 
Dollars worth of Leather for the use of the Convention after the 
28th. of November last, at which time I gave him a draft for one 
Hundred & forty six Dollars on Majr. Hicky the treasurer for 
leather purchased previous to that time. 

Baton Rouge Augt 30th 1811. 


$80 J. Ballinger 
Re Je ’ce en le mentane de Lautre porre de Mr Hequis'*’ Baton 
Rouge ce 11 Avril 1813. Chs. Duval Hequis 


B. No. 6 
Received of Mr. P. Hicky the sum of One Hundred Dollars On 
Account of the sum due me by the Convention, for monies advanced 
to Rheuben Kemper as their Agent— Baton Rouge 27th. March 


_Alexr. McMullan 


Pinckney Ville 21st. March 1810 (18117) 
Philip Hickey Esar. 

Dear Sir Mr. A. McMullan who bears this has been Truly our 
Friend during our little strugle Your council to him for raising the 
amount due has been addopted in this Parish I am however unable 
to tell yet how they may come out On you we have great reliance I 
have writen Doctor Steele who I know will serve us— Judge Rhea 
informs that Thos. Leilly Esqr. at the leting down our little Flag 
was in arears considerably if tis yet the case now is the time for 
him to come out himself & all our friends at Baton Rouge will be 
left to you and the Doctor in whom we have implicit confidence. 

Respectfully Your Obedient servant 
Reuben Kemper 


P. S. Please send me the horse left with you by Mr. Nicholson*** for 
me Mr. McMullin will bring him. 


Philip Hickey Esqr. on his Plantation. Mr. McMullin Baton Rouge 


B. No. 5 

A Consolidated Monthly Report of the Mobile Regt. in services 
of the Convention from the 11th. day of Septr. 1810 until the 29 
Decr. 1810 when discharged by order of Colonel Kemper 


157 This is another attempt to s the name of Philip Hickey. 
158 Probably John Nicholson, who was a lieutenant under Reuben Kemper on the Mobile 


expedition.—Cox, op. cit., 511 


‘ 
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West Florida aia 3 
a 
Jo. P. Kennedy? 
Major S. Dupree?®1. Sod 
Capt. Eubanks! 1] 1] 1] 1] 4] 4] 49 
2} 2) 2} 2) 8} 8|120\148 


15° Joseph Pulaski Kennedy was a noted young lawyer of this period, educated in the 
eastern states, and a son-in-law of Abraham Baldwin, Sr., and a brother-in-law of Joel Barlow. 
He was one of the leaders of the Mobile Society, a group which wished to overthrow Spanish 
authority in the Floridas. He was mannerly, engaging, ambitious, intriguing, popular, daring, 
and eminent in seditious intrigue and low art but was without real talents. From his home 
on the Tombigbee he carried on his intrigues against Spanish officials, who returned his hatred 
by refusing to let his brother Dr. William Kennedy of Mobile send him supplies. Kennedy 
and his friends wrote the President of the United States, threatening to take matters in their 
own hands unless something was done regarding commerce at Mobile. He went to Georgia 
to try to arouse public opinion in behalf of the West Florida revolution. He knew that he 
was liable to imprisonment for such acts, but he was willing to take the risk. He was a 
bitter foe of Judge Harry Toulmin and said awful things about him. He was familiar with 
military and legal matters, was perhaps the most popular man in his community, and was 
made a colonel on November 3, 1810. He had influential friends in the United States and 
in West Florida where his two brothers resided. He backed Kemper in the proposal to take 
Mobile and Pensacola before asking for annexation of West Florida to the United States. 
Sickness in his family called him from camp at Saw Mill Creek, and then Judge Toulmin had 
him, Caller and Kemper arrested. In s g of Kennedy, Toulmin said, “his acts would 
have hung him in any other country.” op. cit., 180, 216, 222, 423, 445-447, 460, 463, 
476, 483, 485, 494, 526, 583, 664. 


160 William Hargreave was a justice of Baldwin county court, with instructions to act 
with James Caller as Sterling Dupree’s counsellor, and Kemper urged Dupree to follow his 
directions carefully. Before Dupree was to enlist volunteers they were to take the oath of 
allegiance administered by the counsellors. Hargreave assisted Dupree in organizing his forces, 
and accompanied him down the Pascagoula when he occupied the fort at its mouth and 

undered some of the people. Upon his return Judge Harry Toulmin issued a warrant for 
arrest but could find neither sheriff nor deputy to execute it. Of the sixty or more in 
the force at Pascagoula only half of them lived below the line of thirty-one degrees. Hargreave 
and Sibley were captured by the Spanish at the battle of Saw Mill Creek. Sibley and others were 
later released after great suffering. through the intervention of their friends. Kemper twice 
visited Washington to procure aid for the others. He pictured Hargreave as an honest, 
free Revolutionary veteran, now loaded with chains and forced to do hard labor in the streets 
of Havana. His appeal was ineffective at the time, but he was released after about eight 
years of imprisonment and after a heavy ransom was paid.—Cox, op. cit., 424, 485-486. 


161 Sterling Dupree took a leading part in the capture of Baton Rouge and in the West 
Florida revolution. About six years after the close of the revolution he wrote President 
Monroe asking pay for himself and other men who risked their lives and property to add the 
region about Pascagoula to the United States. He and his band were really robbers, and 
thev continued to p'under after they took down the lone star flag and raised the stars and 
stripes. Governor Claiborne had to send troops to suppress their disorders at Pascagoula. 
Governor Holmes of Mississippi Territory later appointed Dupree to an office in that section, 
about whom Lewis wrote that the neople would prefer the Dey of Algiers to officers of that 
sort.—Cox, op. cit., 423-427. 580 639. | 

162 Nothing is known of this officer except that he was connected with the expedition of 
Kemper against Mobile and Pensacola. 

163 This officer was likewise in the expedition of Kemper, but no further identification of 
him is known. 

164 William Eubanks was a conspicuous supporter of the revolutionary movement in 
West Florida, and might have become more prominent had he not been made second lieutenant 
under Sterling Dupree.—Cox, op. cit., 423. 
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I Joseph P. Kennedy late Colo of the Mobile Regiment in the 
Service of the Convention of West Florida do Certify that the above 
Report is correct agreeably to the Documents which are in my pos- 
session— Fort Stoddert the Ist. day of Jany. 1811. 


J. P. Kennedy. 


Monthly Return To govern in making payment— 
List of Stores found in the Fort of Baton Rouge— 


Philoman Thomas Colonel Commandant Fort of Baton Rouge 
Head Quarters Fort of Baton Rouge September 24th. 1810— 


Sir, In obedience to your order of this date I have made an | 
inventory of the Public Property in this Garrison the result of 
which you will find stated below. But from the extent of the Garri- 
son and our want of knowledge of its arrangements much may yet 
remain undiscovered. It is presumed nearly all the Valuable 
articles are subjoined— 


Inventory 

62 Pieces Cannon 91 Cartridge Moulds 
41 Swivels 141 Espaloons 
2 Howets 130 Feilde Tents 
18 Carriages for Cannon -  § Do for Cavalry 
22736 Cannon Balls 984 pounds Powder 
6122 Cartridges of Grape Shott 31 Boxes Do. 150 lb. each 
1161 Small Shells 1 Boat 
1135 Muskets with Bayonets 5 Tarpolens 
25000 Musket Cartridges 10 Barrels of Flour 
74 Cartouch Boxes 2 Do. Rice 
46279 Gun Flints 1 Chest Medicine 
12 Horsemans Pistols . 2 Cases Sergical Instruments 
1268 1 lb. lead Bullets J Neil: 
198 lb. Do. Do. Public Sto: 
(Manuscript) Do. ommisary of Public Stores 
(torn away) -Philn. Thomas, 
(here.) oz Do. Do. Coln. Commandant. 

The Convention of Florida to Mr. Foelekel— Dr. 
Mr. Rhea To 18 Days board & feed for 2 horses $45.- 
Mr. Thomas pe 18.- 


> 
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Mr. Leonard Do Dea 2: Da 26.— 

Dr. Steele ” 40 Do. Do. ” Do. 43.- 

Mr. Johnston Do. ” De 27.- 

Isaak Johnston ” 7 Do. Do. ” Do. ” 1 Do. 14,.- 

Mr. De Pasaw Do ” De * De. 14.— 

Expenses for Sundry persons from Natchez &c 19.4 

Public Expenses hay & Corn &c 60.- 
Paid for Making up the Bridge §.— . 

Paid A Grass for hire of Bateau, 5 Barels lime 11.4 

497.4 

Recd. of the Convention— $200.— 
Do. of Mr. Barow 28.— 228.- 
Balancinge the 29 September 1810 Balance due N.F. 269.4 
Received Payment in Full'® 
L. V. Foelekel 
1810 Octor. 7 Cash paid L. V. Foelekel 

by order of the convention........ 200.00 

11 Do.. Do. eee 250.00 

Octor. 31 Do. 308.00 

758..... 


L. V. Foelekel’s acct.— paid $497.50 | James Neilson 
Baton Rouge Octr. 14th 1810 . 


Jacob Mith Capt of the volunteers of the Company formerly 
Commanded by Robert Barrow— 


To Caleb Fowler’ Dr. 


To 16 Dinners at 3 bs. 
To 25 Suppers at 3- 


15th To 25 Breakfasts at 3- 
To 100 Pumpkins— 
To Fodder— 
To 26 Dinners at 3- 
To 26 Suppers at 3- 


16th To 26 Breakfasts at 3- 
To 25 Dinners at 3-— 
To 25 Suppers at 3- 


LEO 


165 This and other entries in these documents indicate that L. V. Foelkel maintained a 
hotel i Baton Rouge in 1810. He appears to be the Valentine Foelkel mentioned in footnote 
64, above. 

166 Qaleb Fowler appears to have operated a boarding-house at Baton Rouge in 1810. 
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17th To 25 Breakfasts at 3- 9-3 
To 25 Dinners at 3- 
$96-0 

Baton Rouge October 21st 1810 


Received from the Committee of the Convention the sum of 
fifty dollars on account of the above bill. 
Caleb Fowler 


Philip Hicky Esqr. Treasurer, 


Sir Pay to Kaleb Fowler or order forty Six Dollars being the 
balance of this account of Sundris Furnished The Force Volun- 
teering. Novr. 8th. 1810— 


By order of the Committee 
John H. Johnson, Chairman 


Recd. of Philip Hicky Treasurer the amt. of the above order in 
full of all Demands this 25th. Novr. 1810— 


oi, Caleb Fowler Jun 
A. No. 14 


St Helena Expenses at Mr. Peter Hutchinsons!” 
October 


15th 1810 To 6 Suppers— at 2 bits— $1.50 
“ 5 Horses— at 4 bits— 2.50 
“ 1 pint whiskey— .50 
“ 14 pint ditto— 25 
4,75 
bitters— ZY 
4.8714 


Received— payment in full. By me- 
Peter Hutchinson 
16th at Mr. Wm. Conner’s 


6 Suppers at 2 bits— $1.50 
6 Horses at 4 bits— 3.— 
2 Qts. Whiskey at 6 bits 1.50 

$6.00 


167 The following expenses were incurred on the St. Helena punitive expedition, so it 
may be assumed that Peter Hutchinson and the other names listed on the bill were residents 
of that section of West Florida, at whose homes the troops Were accommodated. 


~ 
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at Mr. Stilles 4% pint whiskey— .25 
at Mr. Starnes 4 pint ditto— .25 
at Capt. George’s 4 pint ditto— 25 
at -Madam Carers 6 Breakfasts at 2 bits 1.50 
Corn and fodder— .50 
$2.75 
at Mr. Drakes 5 Breakfast at 114 bits 
& bettin— 1.6214 
3.3714 
4.8714 
$14.25 
' Horse Hire hire— 3.50 
Expences home 10.00 
$27.96 
Contingencies— 2.25 
$30.00 


Baton Rouge 16 October 1810 


Receiv’d within account of 30 Dollars from the Committee of 


the Convention given under my hand. Joseph Fay 


1.50 
2700 


3.50 
Jos Fay’s bill & receipt 


1810 
Octr. 17th The Troops of Bayou Sarah to Mde. Legendre'® Dr. 


For twelve men with there Horses two days and 


a half at One dollar and Six bitts a day .. . . $52.4 
Received for the payment of three persons. ... 10.— 
$42.4 
To 25 men five Meals a peace at 3 Rials per Meal 50.— 
For 4 horses one day ... 2.— 
94.4 


I do Certify the Above acct. to be Correct. 
Baton Rouge 18th. of Oct. 1810- 
Llewellyn C. Griffith Captn. 


168 Madame Legendre was the proprietor of one of the important hotels or boarding- 
houses in Baton Rouge for many years. 
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October 19 Day 1810 
Received of the Committee of the Convention the sum of fifty 
Dollars in full payment of the within account. 


Pouraquit Baptait Legendre 


A bill for the Relief of Daniel Cobb, Edmond Storay and 
Samuel De Armond. 


Section 1st. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of this 
State, that all fines and penalties which has been inflicted on 
Samuel Cobb, Edmond Storay & Samuel De Armond by any officer, 
acting under the authrority of the late Convention of this Common- 
wealth shall be and is hereby Remitted, and the Bonds given for 
the Same forever Cancelled save and Except, so much as the neveal 
Costs incured by their trial.— 


Dudley Avery Speaker of the housé of Representatives— 
John W. Leonard President of the Senate protem— 


Resolved that it is necessary, there should immediately be a 
port of Entry established in the District of St. Helena or St. Ferdi- 
nand & that the Executive of the State be Directed to have enquiry 
made into the most Convenient place for the Same. Entd. 


Resolved That provision be made by Law for the Volunteer 
Troops who may Suffer in their property on the Mobile Expedition 
by Losses sustained in battle, or otherwise, unavoidably— Entd. 


Resolved that the Executive of this State be authorized to 
grant Letters of Marque & Reprisal against the Inhabitants of 
Mobile & Pensacola— And that the personal property of those 
taken in arms against this Commonwealth be Confiscated to the 
use of the Troops employed in this Expedition. Encd. 


John Davenport? Esar. 


Sir, If it is Convenient you will Oblige me by paying to Mr. 
J. Bte. Trahan'*°— One Hundred Dollars which is the amt. of your 
Subscription— to this Commonwealth on the 28th. of Octr. last— & 
this will be a rec’t for the same.— Your Obt. Servt. 
Philip Hicky Treasurer 
Baton Rouge 24th. Novr. 1810. 
-Manchac Dec 16th 1810. Received the amount of the above 


order persone. Jean Bte Trahan 


169 John Davenport was for many years a prominent planter residing a few miles from 
Baton Rouge. He served as a captain in the West Florida troops under Kemper.—Louisiana 
Historical Quarterly, XXI, 135. 

47° Jean Baptiste Trahan was a promincnt resident of the Baton Rouge district, but he 
did not take any prominent part in the revolutionary movement against Spanish authority. 
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The Chairman of the Committee of the Convention 


Sir, General Thomas not being advised of the appointment of 
Foelekell, nor of the understanding between Terry & the Conven- 
tion, as to the Military Situation of the People of St Ferdinand, 
has produced some difficulty in obtaining the proper orders. But 
I have produced him Foelekells Commission, and the orders will | 
All be issued today. But I must orge the necessity of the Com- 
mittee Passing a Resolution attaching the People of St. Ferdinand 
to the Regiment, of St. Helena, by Reference to the ordinance You 
will find St Ferdinand Called a Regiment. I waited on Doctor 
Steel to Know if they had been blended by any Resolution of the 
Convention, he says not.— The Brigade Major will be at Major 
Johnsons, and if Resolution was forwarded there he could take it 
with his orders to Colo. Spiller. | 


A Number of Indians has been in and behaved very well But I 
do suppose every exertion had been used to inflame their minds 
against us. Madam Godo. is in Custody, and I am happy to add 
that the Civil Comdt. has done himself Credit by his promptness, 
Vigilence and Decision in the Business— 


Accept assurances of my highest Respect _ 
J Ballinger C. Comdt— 
Journal of the Convention of Florida 


Receipted for 24th October 1810. 
The Chairman of the Committee of the Convention. 


Py. 
« 
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PENSACOLA AND THE FILIBUSTERS, 1816-1817 


By HARRIS GAYLORD WARREN 


I 


Spain devoted its energies for more than three centuries to 
winning and holding a magnificent empire in the New World, an 
empire which was shattered in about a decade of rebellion. Most 
of the fragments became independent republics, a few islands 
remained loyal, and the strategically important region of Florida 
passed into the hands of the United States. From the time of 
Ponce de Leon to the treaty of 1819, Florida caused Spain nothing 
but trouble. French immigrants threatened to secure a foothold, 
and Spanish missionaries labored with poor success among the 
Indians. A French wedge was driven between that region and 
New Spain, and England obtained possession for a short period. 
A boundary controversy with the United States threatened serious 
consequences while Indians, Negroes, and border ruffians made 
it their home. American agents fostered rebellion; British forces 
sought to make it a base for attack against the United States; fili- 
busters from Louisiana conspired for its capture; Andrew Jackson 
waged war within its limits; pirates and privateers lodged. on 
Amelia Island. During all of these vicissitudes, Spanish efforts 
to maintain sovereignty were poorly supported with troops, sup- 
plies and money. Florida could not be defended by a Spain deca- 
dent at home, invaded by French armies, and helpless to cope with 
the revolutions that blazed simultaneously at so many widely 
separated places. 


While royalist armies were trying to smother the flames of 
rebellion in northern South America and New Spain, the revolu- 
tionary governments sought to weaken Ferdinand’s power by 
commissioning privateers to commit depredations upon Spanish 
commerce. From Buenos Aires, Cartagena, and the itinerant revo- 
lutionary government in Mexico, commissions were issued to all 
comers. Well equipped with flags of different nations, including 
the revolutionary banners, privateersmen and pirates scoured the 
Gulf for victims. They took their prizes to many ports, and Bara- 
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taria, Galveston and Amelia Island became headquarters where 
Negroes and commodities of various kinds found their way into 
the United States. Privateers needed a base which could be pro- 
tected from the weak Spanish squadrons that appeared in the Gulf, 
where prizes could be brought for farcical condemnation proceed- 
ings, and from which expeditions could be despatched by sea. 
Pensacola, inadequately provided with troops and supplies, inevit- 
ably attracted the attention of these pirate-privateers. 


After the British invasion of Louisiana had been disposed of 
by Andrew Jackson with the unstinted assistance of the Bara- 
tarians and Mexican revolutionary agents, the enemies of Spain 
turned their attention to organizing a filibustering expedition 
against Spanish possessions. The New Orleans associates, com- 
posed of lawyers, merchants, and scoundrels who were interested 
in filibustering and privateering projects, offered to furnish men 
and munitions for an attack on Florida to be led by José Bernardo 
Gutiérrez de Lara. By some wild stretch of imagination, the 
arsenal at Pensacola. was supposed to contain 20,000 guns, as well 
as other war materials, which could be used in an expedition 
against Texas. Another strain on credulity resulted in the hope 
that money might be obtained by selling Florida to the United 
States for two or three million dollars. Gutiérrez, who had taken 
part in the defense of New Orleans, wanted assurance that the 
United States would recognize the capture as being lawful and 
would not relieve him of the province without compensation. The 
New Orleans associates could not give this assurance, so Gutiérrez 
refused further consideration of the plan.t The plotters then 
turned their attention to organizing a dual expedition against New 
Spain, temporarily abandoning the project against Pensacola. 


II 


The revolution in Mexico made practically no progress after 
the defeat and capture of Morelos late in 1815, and the New Or- 
leans associates saw little likelihood of continuing a profitable 
trade with the insurgents. Money for the intrigues of José Manuel 
de Herrera, the insurgents’ diplomatic agent in New Orleans, was 


“—. Ee Gutierrez de Lara to the Mexican Congress. Account of ess of Revolution 
from ‘Boginning.” in Charles Adams Gulick and Harriet Smither (eds.), The Papers of Mirabeau 
Buonaparte Lamar (Austin, 1921-1927, 6 vols.), I, 26. A portion of the memorial is an 
enclosure in Antonia de Sedella to Juan Ruiz de Apodaca, New Orleans, April 22, 1816, 
Archivo General de Indias, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, legajo 1815. Hereafter cited as AGI 
PC. All references to the Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, or Cuban Papers, are from tran- 
scripts in the Ayer Collection, Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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not forthcoming from the Mexican Congress. José Alvarez de 
Toledo became tired of working for a lost cause and sought recon- 
ciliation with Ferdinand VII. Francisco Xavier Mina was prepar- 
ing his expedition at Baltimore and other eastern cities during 
the summer of 1816; Luis Aury was establishing himself on the 
coast of Texas; but for a few months in 1816 there was a lull in 
business for New Orleans merchants and their advisers. If Diego 
Morphy, Jr., the Spanish consul, had any idea that his troubles 
were lessening, he was to find ample opportunity for worry in 
numerous rumors concerning a revival of the plot to attack Florida. 


Many Negroes had sought refuge in Florida during the con- 
fusion which attended the British invasion of Louisiana in 1814 
and 1815. In June, 1816, there was considerable talk in New 
Orleans of an expedition to Apalachicola “under the pretext of 
going to seek the Negroes who escaped from this State....” The 
plotters were said to have approached the Spanish commandant 
at Pensacola, who refused to countenance an invasion of his pro- 
vince. Gutiérrez, in his capacity as a general of the Mexican 
Republic, was expected to act as the ‘front’ for such an invasion. 
Should success attend the enterprise, American troops would claim 
the region for the United States, following the general course of 
events which occurred at Baton Rouge in 1810.2. José Duro, cap- 
tain of the schooner Lusille, informed the captain-general of Cuba 
that eleven vessels were preparing to carry arms, supplies, and 
men for an attack against Spanish possessions. Between five and 
six hundred troops were going to march overland against Apalachi- 
cola or Pensacola. There was some uncertainty as to the destina- 
tion of the fleet, but there were persistent rumors that the fili- 
busters were acting with the approval of American officials.* 


This plot against Florida simmered for a few months. while 
Aury’s establishment at Galveston promised to develop as a satis- 
factory headquarters for privateers. Morphy became convinced 
that the expedition against Pensacola would be launched as soon 
as a sufficient number of corsairs gathered at Galveston. The 
appearance of Mina’s fleet on its way to that port served to 
increase the agitation of the bewildered Spanish agent, who 
moaned that “our earthly course becomes more difficult every 
day.”* When New Orleans newspapers reported General Jackson 


2 Morphy to Apodaca, New Orleans, June 26, 1816 (Reservado) AGI PC, leg. 1900. 


* Declaration of José Duro, Havana, July 13, 1816, accom M to A 


‘Morphy to the Captain-General, New Orleans, December 4, 1816, AGI PC, leg. 1900. 
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as having given orders for his troops to be ready to march upon 
short notice, Morphy had additional reason to fear that Florida 
was finally to be taken should a war occur between Spain and the 
United States, a condition which he did not expect to materialize.® 


José Masot, commandant at Pensacola, also was disturbed 
by the same rumors that were current in New Orleans. By means 


of travelers and letters from that center of intrigue it was learned 
that Mina’s fleet had appeared off the mouth of the Mississippi, 
that the guerrilla general had twenty-six vessels and a landing 
force of 800 men, and that his plan was to capture Pensacola for 
the purpose of setting up a prize court. Commodities from the 
vessels which fell into the hands of pirates and privateers would 
then be introduced into-the United States by way of Mobile and 
New Orleans.* All of Masot’s fears were destined to be intensi- 
fied within a few days, for an adventuresome privateer captain, 
Job Northrup, appeared before the port of Pensacola with an 
absurd demand for the payment of a ransom of $50,000. 


Job Northrup, formerly the “sailing-master of the United 
States brig Boxer,’’’ sailed the Gulf as captain of the Jndepen- 
dencia, commissioned a privateer by Mexican insurgents. His 
flag was made up of “blue and white squares with crimson borders, 
and a shield with an eagle and a serpent in its mouth, the eagle’s 
head crowned with laurel, and a motto which read Independencia 
Mexicana.”® Northrup and his crew were obviously Americans 
“‘masked with the name of a Republic which exists only in the imag- 
ination of that government and of its people . . .”” whose purpose 
was to destroy Spanish commerce and to molest Spanish settle- 
ments. The Independencia probably was intended to be one of 
more than twenty privateers which might attack Pensacola about 
the middle of December and use that port as their headquarters.’ 


On December 8, 1816, Francisco de Bellestre, commanding 
the garrison in the crude fortification of Barrancas, observed the 
approach of a vessel flying the American flag. In the course of 
the following morning Bellestre sent the practico, Ignacio Serra, 
to determine the character of the vessel. The captain of the 


5 Ibid. 

© Masot to the President Governor and Captain-Ge José Cienfu Pensacela, 
December 3, 1816 (No. 9), AGI PC, leg. 1873. Mina’s six vessels. 

7 Weekly Aurora (Philadelphia), December 2, 1816. 

® Testimon aay of Juan saps, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 23, 1816 

Boe dg to Cienfuegos letsin December 23, 1816 (No. 24), AGI PO, leg. 1873. 

10 Testimony of Juan oe agg Juan Balguerra, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, 
December 23, 1816 (No. 24), 
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strange craft did not choose to make his real mission known and 
informed the pilot that his vessel was an American warship bring- 
ing despatches from New Orleans for the governor of Pensacola. 
The crew of thirty men and the six-pounder which the vessel car- 
ried were hardly to be considered a formidable force, but Bellestre 
asked Masot for instructions.!! The latter was not deceived by 
the American flag which was displayed, and ordered Bellestre to 
send a subordinate out to receive the despatches and to be certain 
that the ship was what it pretended to be.'? Juan Balguerra and 
Serra were detailed on December 10 to receive the despatches,'* 
and later on the same day they were allowed to report that they 
were prisoners of Captain Job Northrup, commander of the Mexi- 
can privateer Independencia. Serra was offered his freedom in 
exchange for a cow or a young bull!'* Bellestre forwarded North- 
rup’s communication to Masot and asked for aid to defend his 


post.*® 
Job Northrup must have had his tongue in his cheek when he 
had the following bombastic commun®ation composed for Masot’s 
edification : 


On board the schooner Jndependencia of the Republic of 
Mexico, December 10, 1816, 3 P. M. ——Sir I have the 
honor to inform you that under the honorable flag of the 
Mexican Republic, I am visiting your territories as a belli- 
gerent vested with unlimited powers to negotiate with Your 
Grace in the manner which seems most convenient, in accord- 
ance with the supreme law of nations; and having examined 
your coasts for some time, and [having] observed your com- 
merce, I have deemed it appropriate to inform you of my 
decision. Since your territory is too distant from that of my 
Government to make it an object of acquisition, I do not intend 
to disturb its shores nor its territorial waters if Your Grace 
does not compel me to do so [by] refusing the accompanying 
demand. 

You will be good enough to overlook any irregularity in 
my conduct on behalf of my Government when you recall the 
many severe lessons it has experienced from your own in the 
treatment prisoners of war, as well as parliamentaries, have 
received. 

December 9, 1816, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, 
12 Masot to Bellestre, Pensaloca December 9, 1816, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensa- 
cola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ibid. 
18 Bellestre to Masot, Barrancas, December 10, 1816, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensa- 


cola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), AGI PC, leg. 1873. 

14 Balguerra to Bellestre, [December 10, 1816], encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensa- 
cola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ibid. 

15 Bellestre to Masot, Barrancas, December 10, 1816, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensa- 
cola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ibid. 
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_I am truly sorry to merit any condemnation; but I am 
obliged in justice to do everything that may be favorable to 
the Mexican Republic. 


I have in my power as prisoners of war Lieutenant Gal- 
guera [Balguerra] and fourteen men whom I shall restore 
with satisfactory assurances that my Government will not 
again disturb you for the period of two [twelve?] months 
counting from this date. 


If you refuse my proposition, I shall treat your people 
according to the example which your own Government has 
given, and upon attacking that place [Pensacola], you will 
recall the taking of Cartagena. 


I shall receive your parliamentary on the west point of 
Santa Rosa within 24 hours from this date. 


Promptness is necessary on your part for your interest 
and safety, since I have express orders to make known the 
results of my mission as soon as possible to the squadron to 
which I belong. : 

Respectfully, 


Job Northrup.'® - 


Accompanying this effort to arouse Masot’s fears was a demand 
for $50,000 as a contribution to the Mexican Republic. Upon 
receiving the payment, Northrup promised to suspend hostilities 
“against that city and commerce on the coasts of West Florida 
for twelve months... 


Northrup’s idaion to the squadron to which ne belonged 
failed to frighten Masot. He convened a council of war to con- 
sider the demand for a ‘contribution,’ and the decision was to 
re-enforce Barrancas with 25 men and to defend that post to the 
last ditch. Not one maravedi would be paid to the insolent North- 
rup, and a protest would be made against the treachery which had 
been used to detain the Spaniards who had gone out to receive 
Northrup’s ‘despatches.’ The captain-general and the consul at 
New Orleans would be informed of the occurrence, and the inhabi- 
tants of Pensacola notified of their danger.'® As soon as the 
council had made these recommendations, Masot sent re-enforce- 
ments to Bellestre with instructions to hold the point of Barrancas 
at any cost.’2 The answer to Northrup was derisive, and the 


16 Northrup to Masot, December 10, 1816, encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, 
December 11, 816 (No. 11), AGI PC, leg. 1873. 

17 Proclamation “Al Governador y habitantes de Panzacola y Provincia de la Florida 
Occidental,”’ encl. in Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ibid. 

18 Act of the Council of War, Pensacola, December 10, 1816, 10 P. M., encl. in Masot 
to Cienfuegcs, Pensacola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), AGI PC, leg. 1873. 

19 Masot to Bellestre, Pensacola, December 10, aoe 11:04 P. M., encl. in Masot to 
Cienfuegos Pensacola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ibid. 
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‘pirate’ was assured that the people and garrison of Pensacola 
would defend themselves.”° The facts of the case were stated in a 
‘proclamation to the people’ which called the militia to arms and 
expressed confidence that “they would not turn their backs to the 
enemy... .’?! Being convinced that his bluff had failed, Northrup 
freed his prisoners without having obtained either the $50,000 or 
the young bull, and sailed away, ostensibly for Boquilla de 
Piedras.?? 

While Northrup was riding at anchor awaiting the outcome 
of his demand for a contribution, Masot urged the captain-general 
to increase the number of troops at Pensacola to 500 and to station 
two well-armed warships there. The condition of the town was 
deplorable with its scarcity of flour, soldiers, money, and arms, 
and its defenses in bad condition.2* Until better measures could 
be taken, Masot determined to build a floating battery to defend 
the port, since the defenses on the island of Santa Rosa were use- 
less.24 This project had to be abandoned because of the scanty 
resources available to carry it to completion, and two small gun- 
boats were suggested as an alternative.2> Cienfuegos replied 
promptly to the urgent despatches from Masot, and promised to 
send four brigantines to Pensacola with 10,000 pesos and 200 mus- 
kets. He was confident that these measures would be sufficient to 
defeat the machinations of the revolutionists.”® 


There is reason to suspect that Northrup had been sent to 
Pensacola to look over the ground and to report on the condition 
of its defenses. It is also possible that the plotters in New Orleans 
hoped to obtain from Pensacola the funds with which to pay the 
300 volunteers who were to assemble at Bayi Sara and march 
against Pensacola by way of Mobile. There were so many rumors 
of an attack against Florida under the leadership of Mina and 
Aury to justify the conclusion that the New Orleans associates 


20 Masot to Northrup, Pensacola December, 10, 1816, 11 P. M., encl. in Masot to 
Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ébid. 

21 Masot’s Proclamation to the People, Pensacola, December 11, 1816, encl. in Masot to 
Oienfuegos, Pensacola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), ibid. 

22 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 12, 1816 (No. 16), ibid.; testimony of José 
Ramos, encl. in Mascot to cones. Pensacola, December 23, 1816 (No. 24), ibid. Ramos was 
one of the Spaniards detained by Northrup. 

23 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 11, 1816 (No. 11), AGI PO, leg. 1873. 

24 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 12, 1816 (No. 14), #ébid. 

25 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, December 23, 1816 (No. 23), bid. 

26 Cienfuegos to Masot, Havana, January 9, 1817 (No. 8 1), ébid. 
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hoped to carry out the project. The Spanish schooner Sophia, 
Captain Juan Florez, was captured by the Jupiter, Captain Frank, 
on November 29, 1816. Officers of the privateer told Florez that 
in January Mina would attack Pensacola with a corvette carrying 
400 men and supported by twenty-three smaller vessels.*7 Morphy 
reported from New Orleans that an expedition was said to be pre- 
paring in Galveston under Mina’s direction, that “several persons 
of the lower class” had already been approached to enlist in the 
enterprise, and that emissaries would be sent to Pensacola to 
spread dissension. More than 1400 men were said to be at Galves- 
ton and available for the expedition against Pensacola.** 


The indefatigable Antonio de Sedella discovered more details 
of the plan, and included them in a memorandum which, together 
with despatches from Morphy, one Alexander Lefassier delivered 
at Pensacola on January 8, 1817.29 Sedella discovered as early as 
December 3, 1816, that Mina and the Galveston crowd planned to 
attack Pensacola and already had more than 1000 men. On Decem- 
ber 12 he found a ‘person of color’ who admitted having been 
offered a commission as captain. This individual was to recruit 
colored troops and go to Pensacola to assist persons already there 
in winning friends for the revolution. On December 15 some 
foreign power was said to be implicated in the plot, and the pros- 
pective captain agreed to act as a spy for Sedella. Three days 
later, the padre heard that many volunteers were assembling at 
Bayt Sara intending to march for Baton Rouge and Mobile to take 
part in the enterprise. On December 19 it was learned that a 
meeting was to be held the next day to work out such details as 
obtaining funds, but the conference was postponed. One of Mina’s 
officers had a plan of Pensacola which was shown to the plotters 
at Abner L. Duncan’s office. On December 28 some officers left 
New Orleans to join Mina at Galveston.” 


A trusted correspondent in New Orleans, probably Sedella, 
wrote to Masot on January 3 to give additional information. The 
mulatto who betrayed the scheme was Antonio Buaso, the owner 
of a shoeshop ncar the Hospital Real. It was this person who had 
provided Mina’s aide, probably Colonel Baylac, with a map of the 


27 Benigno Garcia Calderon to José Masot, Pensacola, December 31, 1816, encl. in Masot 
to the Captain-General, Pensacola, January 8, 1817 (No. 27), AGI PC, leg. 1874. 


28 Morphy to Masot, New Orleans, December 23, 1816, encl. no. 1 in Masot to the 
Captain-General, Pensacola, January 10, 1817 (No. 29), ibid. 


29 Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola January 10, 1817 (No. 29), ibid. 


8° Encl. no. 2 in Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola, January 10, 1817 (No. 29), 
AGI PC, leg. 1874. 
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Pensacola region. The meeting, which was to have been held on 
December 20, occurred on January 2. There was considerable talk 
of aid from American troops who were to march overland with 
an insurgent flag, and who would receive some fifteen or twenty 
thousand dollars tc pay the salaries and expenses of 300 troops. 
The corsairs were to gather at Navy Island, and the leaders in 
New Orleans were to proceed in barges and small coasting boats 
by way of the Bayou San Juan. Pensacola would be sacked, slaves 
captured, and Spanish property pillaged freely. The armorers of 
the plot were supposed to be Lireston [Edward Livingston], Grens 
[John Randolph Grymes], Lafit [Pierre Laffite], Donken [Abner 
L. Duncan], Commodore Beluche [Rene Beluche], Colonel Baylac, 
and Pex [Henry D. Peire]. The latter was to be the military 
commander of the expedition.*! 


As soon as Lefassier arrived at Pensacola with this alarming 
news, Masot called a Junta Consultiva to consider measures for 
the defense of Pensacola.*? This new threat was far more serious 
than the immediate danger from a lonely privateer like Job North- 
rup. It was decided to provision Barrancas and construct barracks 
for the troops; register, arm and drill all men, between the ages 
of 16 and 60, not already in the militia; register all male slaves 
capable of bearing arms or performing other tasks; requisition 
horses and oxen for the artillery ; requisition large and small boats; 
enlist the support of Indians under Lefassier’s command; move 
part of the powder to Barrancas; remove the families to Barrancas 
in case of danger; discover who were the agents of the plotters; 
inform the people of the danger and assure them of safety and 
supplies at Barrancas; send detachments to Gran Laguna and the 
Rio Perdido if the enemy tried to land there; appoint a committee 


$1 Encl. in Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola, January 11, 1817 (No. 31), AGI 
PC, leg. 1874. The peculiar spellings of these names as given in the transcript were caused 
partly by difficulty with writing English names and partly by errors of the typists. There 
is very little doubt as to the present writer's identification. The brothers Laffite at this time 
were spies for Spain, Pierre having been won over by Juan Mariano Picornell and Antonio 
de .Sedella on November 17, 1815 (Sedella to Apodaca, New Orleans, November 20, 1815, 
AGI PC, leg. 1815). The brothers Laffite continued to play with the enemies of Spain in 
order, as they said, to prevent suspicion from arising. Henry D. Peire, a major in the 
Louisiana volunteers in 1812 and 1813, hecane a major in the 44th infantry, August 1, 1813. 
He was breveted lieutenant-colonel on December 23, 1814, for gallant conduct in battle. He 
received an honorable discharge on June 15, 1815, and died on December 2, 1848 (Francis 
Bernard Heitman. Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 1903, 2 vols., I, 781). Peire was with Jackson in Florida 
in 1814, and so had an opportunity to become familiar with the Pensacola region (cf. John 
pg Bassett, ed., Correspondence of Andrew Jackson, Washington, 1926-1935, 7 vols., II, 


82 Among the members of the Junta were José Masot, Colonel of the Royal Armies, 
Poli‘ical and Military Commander of the Province of West Florida; Francisco Maximiliano 
de San Maxent, Brigadier of the Royal Armies; Nicolas de Finiels, Lieutenant Colonel and 
Commander of Engineers; and Luis Piernas, Sergeant Major of the Regiment of Louisiana 
ie aetay in Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola, January 10, 1817, No. 29, AGI PC, 
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of vigilance; make a map of the route from the Rio Perdido to 
Barrancas; and rgmove the artillery from the ruined fort of San 
Miguel.** The captain-general was urged to send troops and money 
promptly.*4 A proclamation to the “Loyal Sons and Valorous 
Citizens of West Florida” encouraged the inhabitants to resist 
the threatened invasion. Masot warned his people against traitors, 
assured them of protection in case of attack, and urged them to 
contribute supplies to defend the province. The men were asked 
to “encourage their families, to fill them with confidence and 
assurance, and to make them say with me: Long live the King 
and long live the loyal inhabitants of West Florida!’’* 


The captain-general had before him Masot’s communications 
sent at the time of Northrup’s appearance, and later he received 
a letter from Luis de Onis, the Spanish minister in Washington, 
advising that the Floridas be placed in a position of defense. This 
precaution would be logical since the United States had ordered 
two regiments to Fort Montgomery.** Cienfuegos had already 
acted, and on January 28 Masot received 10,000 pesos, 200 muskets, 
1000 pounds of powder, and other supplies which were brought by 
the brigs San Fernando Realista and Almirante.** Masot con- 
tinued with preparations to defend his province as best he could. 
One gunboat was completed and would guard the mouth of Gran 
Laguna. Pontoon causeways were being constructed across the 
arroyos.** Barrancas was garrisoned with more than 250 men, 
while Masot remained at Pensacola with the militia, some officers, 
and 35 veterans. More than half of the troops available for de- 
fense were “persons of color, without discipline nor training, full 
of vices, reduced to the greatest poverty. ...” Moreover, there 
was “no fortified post capable of a moderate resistance.”*®® Five 
Indian chiefs, with some eighty warriors, were persuaded to camp 
at Gran Laguna under the direction of Lefassier who spoke their 
language. This move would increase the defending force and pre- 
vent the Indians from joining the prospective enemy.*® 


While these preparations were under way, Masot sent Luis 
Piernas to New Orleans with a protest to the governor of Louisi- 


33 Encl. no. 3 in Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola, January 10, 1817 (No. 29), 
AGI PC, leg. 1874. 

34 Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola January 10, 1817 (No. 29), 

35 Masot’s proclamation, Pensacola, January 9, eth encl. no. 4 in eae to ‘the Captain- 
General, Pensacola, January 10, 1817 (No. 29), 

36 Onis to the Captain-General, Washington, Poramedt 11, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1898. 

57 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, January 29, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1874. 

28 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, January 27, 1817 (No. 88), ibid. 

3® Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, January 29, 1817, ibid. 

49 Masot to Cienfuegos, Pensacola, January 28, 1817 (No. 39), ibid 
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ana, urging that peace be maintained between Spain and the 
United States.*! Piernas delivered the protest to Governor Villeré 
on January 19, and the governor replied that he couldn’t imagine 
where information could have been obtained to warrant the belief 
that an expedition was preparing. The governor knew of no such 
expedition, either in contemplation or preparation. Piernas him- 
self could see that the people of New Orleans were busy and happy 
in the pursuits of civil life.42 But Piernas was far from reassured 
by what he saw and learned in New Orleans. During the four days 
he was in that city, from January 19 to 22, he heard that Mina 
and Aury were indeed to attack Pensacola as soon as they gathered 
enough men. René Beluche was in the harbor with a brig-schooner 
and 160 men. Dominique You, the redoubtable cannoneer who 
served Jackson so well against the British, was arming a similar 
vessel and expected to have 250 men. Another vessel, under a 
Captain Mason, would have a crew of 50. On January 21, two 
days after Piernas arrived, one of Mina’s vessels left for Galveston 
with a cargo of arms and munitions.** All of these preparations 
seemed to point toward the fruition of the plans against Pensacola. 


An indication of the extent of the nebulous plot against Pensa- 
cola may be seen in the information which Captain Don Benigno 
Garcia Calderon obtained from a visit to Fort Montgomery in 
March, 1817. The Junta de Vigilancia at Pensacola decided, on 
January 15, to send Calderon to the American fort in order to 
determine the number of troops there and the reason for their 
gathering. The trip was postponed until March 7 because of 
rumors that the attack was imminent. Bad weather, the death of 
his horse, and other misfortunes prevented the captain from arriv- 
ing at Fort Montgomery until March 11. The Spaniard was 
greeted cordially by officers whom he knew and presented to Gen- 
eral Gaines. The Americans asked if it was true that Mina was 
going to attack Pensacola, and Caldercn replied that such was 
their information from New Orleans and Mobile. Moreover, with- 
in three miles of Fort Montgomery 300 recruits had been gathered 
for Mina, but Pensacola was ready to repel the attack. Gaines 
expressed pleasure that such was the case because it would -be 
necessary for him to take possession of Pensacola if the insurgents 


#1 Masot to the Governor of Louisiana, Pensacola, January 12, 1817, encl. no. 1 in 
Masot to the Captain-General, Pensacola, January 25, 1817 (No. 34), AGI PO, leg. 1874. 

42F. Villeré to José Masot, New Orleans, January 21, 1817, encl. no. 1 in Masot to 
Cienfuegos, San Carlos de Barrancas, February 21, 1817 (No. 69), ibid. 

43 Luis Piernas to José Masot, Camp San Carlos de Barrancas, February 18, 1817, oe 
no. 2 in Masot to Cienfuegos, San Carlos de Barrancas, February 21, 1817 (No. 69), 
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succeeded in their object, since the United States would not allow 
any power other than Spain to possess the Floridas. Calderon 
assured Gaines that he would be spared that trouble, and the 
‘patriots’ could never succeed in their object until the garrison and 
the people were exterminated. Among the men with whom Calde- 
ron talked were three French officers who, after escaping from 
Waterloo, made their way to the United States. They had come 
from Charleston and arrived at Fort Montgomery on March 7, 
1817. Colonel Sarrassin, the leader, was greatly interested in 
Mina. He announced his intention of going to New Orleans, possi- 
bly to join that leader. There were about 700 men at Fort Mont- 
gomery, and some 600 more at Fort Montpelier, seven miles to 
the southeast. Calderon, judging from conversations with officers 
in the two camps, was positive that Gaines would march to Pensa- 
cola as soon as he learned that the ‘patriots’ had taken possession.** 


IV 


Pensacola, or some other point in Florida, certainly was in 
danger of suffering from a filibuster attack originating in Louisi- 
ana or at Galveston. All that was needed to put the plan into effect 
was a strong leader who was at the same time definitely an insur- 
gent. If the United States, as rumor reported and as Calderon’s 
report indicated, was anxious for a revolutionary force to attack 
the Floridas in order that there might be an excellent pretext for 
occupation, such an attack should originate beyond its borders. 
The establishment of a mock government would give ample oppor- 
tunity for American interference, such as occurred at Amelia 
Island after MacGregor had driven out the Spanish garrison with 
Aury’s assistance. Such conjectures are well within the range of 
probability, and there is abundant evidence to show that American 
officials were not above maneuvers that would have won the un- 
qualified approval of a Machiavelli. 


Francisco Xavier Mina was just the man to head an expedition 
against Florida. He had won fame as an intrepid leader of guer- 
rilla forces in Spain. He was supported by important merchants 
in London and Baltimore, and his expedition, although largely 
made up of former American army officers, was at Galveston pre- 


*4 Calderon’s encl. in Masot to eesnaaee, Camp San Carlos de Barrancas, April 
15, 1817 (No. 103), AGI PC, leg. 1874. This Sarrassin was probably the French general 
who was second in command to General Humbert during the French invasion of Ireland in 
1798 (cf. W. H. Maxwell History of the Irish Rebellion in 1798, London, 1887, p. 257). 
Humbert was in New Orleans at the time of Calderon’s visit. 
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paring to attack Mexico. If Mina could be diverted from his plans 
and won over to the plot against Pensacola, the New Orleans asso- 
ciates would have their insurgent leader. One of Mina’s vessels, 
as Piernas reported, left New Orleans about January 21, 1817, 
with supplies for Galveston.** It is possible that Mariano Montilla 
and Joseph Sauvinet, one of the New Orleans associates, went to 
Galveston on this vessel to sound out Mina. There is no doubt 
that Mina 


received despatches from his agent at New Orleans, contain- 
ing overtures from certain persons, who wished him to make 
an attack upon Pensacola, and who offered to furnish him with 
men, arms, &c. for that purpose.*® 


The overtures were sufficiently interesting to cause Mina and 
Colonel Guilford Dudley Young, his principal aide, to sail for New 
Orleans where they arrived on February 22.47 Father Mier, who 
had been with Mina in London and accompanied him to the United 
States, testified that the guerrilla chieftain, because of the dissolu- 
tion of the Congress at Tehuacan and Aury’s refusal to join him, 
changed his plan to attack Mexico and went to New Orleans to seek 
aid for an attack on Pensacola.*® However, this testimony may 
have been an afterthought, deliberately twisted to minimize Mier’s 
large responsibility for Mina’s expedition. When Mier was at 
Galveston he wrote to an anonymous correspondent that Mina’s 
trip to New Orleans was for the purpose of obtaining more ships, 
arms and men in order to contend successfully with any force 
which the viceroy might send to intercept his expedition on its 
way to Mexico.*® Mina went to New Orleans for two purposes: 
to obtain supplies and recruits, and to investigate the possibilities 
of the Pensacola plot. A few days before his arrival, Colonel H. D. 
Peire appeared from Nautla. Various privateers were at New 
Orleans waiting to join Mina’s squadron in an attack against a 
Spanish port, supposedly Pensacola.*® The New Orleans associates 
were ready, Peire was on hand to lead a land force, pirates and 
privateers were standing by to join the fleet and Mina’s decision 
would determine the fate of Pensacola. 


45 Piernas to Masot, Camp ” ea Carlos de Barrancas, February 18, 1817, encl. no. 2 in 
—— to Cienfuegos, San Carlos de Barrancas, February 21, 1817 (No. 69), AGI PC, leg. 

#6 William Davis Robinson, Memoirs of the Mexican se ate Including a Narrative of the 
Expedition of General Xavier Mina (London, 1821, 2 vols.), I, 120 

47 Morphy to Cienfuegos, New Orleans, February 26, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1900. 

48 J. E. Hernfndez y Davalos, Coleccion de Documentos para la Historia de la Guerra de 
Independencia de Mexico de 1808 a 1821 (Mexico, 1877-1882, 6 vols. ), VI, 807-808. 

49 Mier to Galveston, February ?, 1817, ibid., VI, 901. 
me as ae letter dated at the Belize, March 6, 1817, Kentucky Reporter (Lexington), 
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With these facts in mind, it is easy to understand why Mina’s 
appearance in New Orleans “caused much clamor .. ., occasioning 
large meetings and emboldening the insurgent group to the ex- 
treme.” The principal matter with which the meetings were con- 
cerned was the projected attack on Pensacola.*! It was soon re- 
ported that the expedition would materialize; but the rumors were 
wrong, at least in part. Mina failed to come to an agreement with 
the New Orleans associates, and 


discovered that it was merely a mercantile speculation, from 
which no advantage would result in favour of his own views 
on Mexico; indeed, all the propositions made to him, while 
at New Orleans, were widely different from his own plans.*? 


Pensacola would have been a good place to organize an expedition 
against Mexico, 


but the parties at New Orleans were not only niggardly as to 
the resources they offered, but so ungenerous in the terms 
upon which they would assist the expedition, that he found it 
— with his dignity and ulterior plans to undertake 
it. 
Morphy was probably delighted in being able to report that Mina 
“has not been able to reconcile himself with some Americans here, 
and he is very discontented with them, as they are likewise with 
him for not having wished to aid in the taking of Pensacola.’’™ 
The young insurgent leader purchased two vessels and returned to 
Galveston. His departure from New Orleans did not put an end 
to the plot against Pensacola and rumors that he would play an 
important part in it. Captain Charles Morris, stationed off the 
Belize with the American frigate Congress, reported: 


From the best information I could obtain, a general belief 
appears to exist that the patriots under general Mina, had 
intended, and perhaps still meditate, an attack upon Pensacola, 
and that he proposes to collect a portion of his troops within 
our territory, a part on the waters of the Alabama, and a part 
on the islands west of Mobile, from which islands to embark 
on board vessels under his direction. These movements are 
said to have been delayed from the want of funds and the 
present extreme scarcity of provisions in New Orleans. It is 
also reported that one of the inducements, which general Mina 
holds out for persons to join in his enterprises, is an assurance 
that the government of the United States is acquainted with 
and not averse to his intended movements. . 

51 Morphy to Cienfuegos New Orleans, February 26, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1900. 
52 Robinson, op. cit., I, 133 


53 Tbid., II, 127. 
54 Morphy to the Captain-General, New Orleans, March 10, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1900. 
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Although I cannot myself believe that general Mina will 
risk his limited means, and expose his force to immediate dis- 
persion by wantonly violating the neutrality of the United 
States, yet I conceive it my duty to neglect no proper means 
of preventing the execution of any act which may, in any 
degree, compromit the honour, interest, or neutrality, of the 
United States; and as soon as I shall procure the provisions 
and water of which we are at present in want, I shall return 
to the vicinity of Ship Island, ready to act as circumstances 
may require. 


The evidence is conclusive that Mina was interested in the 
possibilities offered by an attack against Pensacola, but there is 
no reliable authority to support the contention that he considered 
such an operation before he sailed for Port au Prince in 1816. The 
principal authority, if not the only one, for such an assumption, is 
the declaration made by Luis Aury’s agent in Washington, one 
Vicente Pazos: 


In consequence of the arrival of general Mina from Eng- 
land, with arms and supplies of all kinds, of general Toledo 
from New Orleans, and the interception of a despatch from 
don José Fuertes, the enterprise against the Floridas was 
decided on, under the command of those two generals, and a 
regular plan formed for conducting it. General’ Mina sailed 
from Baltimore for Port au Prince in September, 1816, where 
he was to be joined by Toledo, for the purpose of making two 
simultaneous attacks. The damages sustained by Mina’s 
vessels in consequence of a hurricane, and the base and unex- 
pected defection of general Toledo, frustrated, for the time, 
the projected attack; but it was never abandoned by Mina.*® 


Pazos was trying to make a good story, or perhaps Pedro Gual 
misinformed him. Gual and Toledo were in communication with 
each other, but Mina did not enter into their schemes. Toledo, 
after his reconciliation with Ferdinand VII, did all he could to 
interfere with Mina’s expedition. Nor is there any evidence that 
Mina thought of attacking Florida before the New Orleans asso- 
ciates made the suggestion to him.*? 


55 Extract of a letter from Oaptain Charles Morris, to the Secretary of the Navy dated 
United Siates’ Frigate Congress, off the Balize, March 14, 1817, State Papers and Publick 
Documents of the United States (Boston, 1819, 3 ed., 12 vols.), XI, 363-364. 


5® Memorial of don Vicente Pazos, to the President, dated Washington, 7th February, 
1818, State Papers and Publick Documents, XII, 407. 


57 There are errors in the article by A. C. Wilgus, “Spanish American Patriot Activity 
along the Gulf Coast of the United States, 1811-1822,” in The Louisiana Historical Quarterly, 
VIII, 205. Francisco Xavier Mina is confused with his uncle, Espoz y Mina. Toledo did not 
meet Mina at Porte au Prince and since there was no joint plan for an attack on Florida, 
the hurricane had nothing to do with defeating such plans. Another questionable interpre- 
tation is Joseph B. Lockey’s “The Florida Intrigues of José Alvarez de Toledo,” in the 
+ amy Sigg es the Florida Historical Society, XII, 145-178. Lockey placed altogether too much 
n Pazos. 
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Mina returned to Galveston and early in April he sailed for 
Soto la Marina. Luis Aury, who had been the leader of privateer 
captains using Galveston as a port, accompanied the expedition. 
He left an agent, Louis F. de Rieux, in charge of a skeleton organ- 

. ization to look after his interests. Jean Laffite, who had arrived 
from New Orleans on March 23, took advantage of the opportunity 
to organize a ‘government’ of his own.®* Luis Yturribarria, who 
had been commissioned by Herrera as an agent of the Mexican 
government, arrived a few days later and administered an oath 
of allegiance to the ‘officers’ on April 15.°° Jean Laffite then made 
a flying visit to New Orleans for various purposes, and while he 
was gone Aury very inconsiderately returned from Soto la Marina 
to gather the remainder of his force. Yturribarria’s authority 
was flouted and he returned to New Orleans. Aury sailed away 
to Matagorda on May 18 to establish a port there;*! but he met 
with disaster, returned to —e and left again on July 21, 
never to return. 


- While these events were occurring, the project against Pensa- 
cola was still under consideration. It was reported that H. D. 
Peire planned to lead a force of 300 men against the Spanish post, 
and claimed to have an offer of $300,000 from ‘the Government,’ 
probably meaning the United States. Corsairs, especially those 
belonging to Aury’s squadron, would carry out the naval part of 
the attack, and Peire would go “by the Bayou of San Juan.” Fatio 
was positive that lawyers and merchants of New Orleans were 
participating in the scheme in order to have a port for disposing 
of prize goods and for smuggling Negroes into the United States. 


The consul believed 


that if the bandits succeed effectively in their intention to take 
possession of Pensacola and of the Fort of Barrancas, the 
second part of the comedy of Baton Rouge will be re-enacted: 

that is, the conquerors will be conquered, and we deprived of 
this second key to the Gulf which will fall into the hands of 


58 Jean Laffite’s Diary encl. no. 1 in Fatio to Cienfu New Orleans, May 24, 1817, 
AGI PO, we. 1900. Felipe Fatio was the new Spanish consul at New Orleans replacing Diego 

Morphy, 

59 Bov we Chew to Crawford, New Orleans, August 1, 1817, American State Papers, 
Foreign Relations (Washington, 1834, 6 vols.), IV, 135. 

60 Aury to the Honorable Assembly of representatives, Fernandina, December 12, 1817, 
New York Advertiser, January 20, 1818. 

61 Fatio to Cienfuegos, New Orleans, June 7, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1900. 


* 62 (Pierre Laffite to Jean Laffite], Galveston, July 23, 1817, encl. no. 5 in Fatio to 
Cienfuegos, New Orleans, September 29, 1817, AGI PO, 1900; Aury to Herrera, Galvezton, 
July 21, 1817, State Papers and Publick Documents, x I, 423-424. 
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a power that aspires to its domination in detriment to our 

rights and great injury to our commerce and our allies the 

English.® 
But fate was playing on the side of Pensacola. Peire and his finan- 
ciers failed to come to an agreement, and Aury’s movements made 
it impossible to count on the support of a naval force of priva- 
teers.°* The merchants and lawyers already had their port with 
the Laffites in the ascendancy at Galveston, and there was less 
danger of interference from the United States government. 


In these circumstances the plot against Pensacola, which had 
agitated Spanish officials for several months, was abandoned. 
Later in the year Amelia Island was to fall into the hands of Mac- 
Gregor and Aury; but in the meantime Florida enjoyed a brief 
respite from the machinations of filibusters, privateers, lawyers, 
and merchants. 


63 Fatio to Cienfuegos New Orleans, May 31, 1817, AGI PC, leg. 1900. 
684 Fatio to Cienfuegos, New Orleans, June 7, 1817, ibid. 
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PROTESTANT BEGINNINGS IN NEW ORLEANS 


By JOHN K. BETTERSWORTH 


INTRODUCTION 


On a Sunday morning in February, 1822, the Reverend Theo- 
dore Clapp of Massachusetts sat huddled behind the pulpit of the 
First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans. It was not merely 
the fact that this was his first trial before a strange congregation 
that had upset him; it was that late the evening before, a committee 
of the trustees had served notice on him that they dearly loved 
extemporaneous sermons and prayed Clapp not to read from a 
manuscript in the dull, unspectacular fashion of the divines of 
Boston and New York.' For this contingency, which was indeed 
but one among many situations to which an imported clergyman 
had to adapt himself in New Orleans, one’s training at Yale was 
somehow far from adequate. Here, in fact, was a people who, 
consciously or not, had been influenced by the worldly and cosmo- 
politan genius of the place. No wonder Clapp had found it diffi- 
cult to believe that those “remarkably fine-looking gentlemen, 
with polished manners” who had welcomed him on the first day 
were really Presbyterians.2, And now this congregation of bar- 
risters, physicians, “enlightened merchants”, editors, and distin- 
guished strangers sat before him expecting drama and spontaniety 
of a sermon. One could but oblige. So, the music ended, Clapp, 
with a courage born of desperation after having spent the whole 
night memorizing his sermon, “arose very deliberately, opened 
the Bible, and after reading a text, closed it and laid it aside that 
there might be ample room for action’’.® 


Though little did Clapp realize it at the time, it would be but 
a short time before the influence of the moral and intellectual cli- 
mate of New Orleans should bring him to discard like a stuffy 
northern greatcoat the ponderous garments of his New Haven 
Calvinism. That, indeed, was the way things were prone to happen 


17. C. Clapp, Autobiographical Sketches and Recollections, during a Thirty-Five Years’ 
Residence in New Orleans (Boston, 1857), 83-84, : 


2 Ibid., 70. 
Ibid., 85. 
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in New Orleans, unless, of course, like the Methodists and the 
Baptists, and withal no few Presbyterians, one set himself against 
becoming spiritually acclimated to the place and deliberately in- 
sisted on being in the city but not of it. 


It is well worth the effort to study New Orleans religion 
during the first half of the nineteenth century, marking as it does 
a period of flux, when newly-arrived Protestants were setting out 
to do what Roman Catholics were inclined to think could not be 
done with the city, when this imported Protestantism faced the 
alternative of either accepting or rejecting the facts of New Orleans 
life, and when Theodore Clapp could lead a secession from the 
ranks of the uncompromising evangelicals. This period of New 
Orleans religious development is further significant because what 
was happening in religion at the time is only one phase of a larger 
movement designed to Americanize the most foreign city in the 
United States. It is the purpose of the present study first of all 
to sketch the American Protestant infiltration into New Orleans 
during the first decades of the nineteenth century, then to examine 
the moral and religious environment in which this Protestant minor- 
ity took up its abode, and finally to suggest certain readjustments 
and compromises that Protestantism seems to have made in the 
process of establishing itself in New Orleans. 


THE COMING OF THE PROTESTANTS 


On May 29, 1805, two years after Louisiana had passed into 
American hands, a group of Protestants assembled in Francisques’ 
ballroom and resolved to form the first Protestant congregation 
ever to be established in New Orleans. Nearly two weeks later 
the forty-five Episcopalians, seven Presbyterians, and one Metho- 
dist who assisted in the formation of the new congregation voted 
to affiliate with the Episcopal Church; and in July, armed with a 
charter from Governor Claiborne, they began to hold services in 
anticipation of the arrival of their first minister, the Reverend 
Philander Chase of New York. 


Soon after the arrival of Chase, Elisha Bowman, a Methodist 
missionary, appeared in New Orleans. Bowman immediately 
secured permission to preach in the capitol building. However, 
when the Sabbath came, he discovered that the jealous Episco- 

‘Henry Rightor, ed., Standard History of New Orleans (Chicago, 1900), 494. 


5 Ibid., 494-495. 
*0. B. Galloway, The Editor Bishop: Liniue Parker (Nashville, 1886), 148-149. 
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palians had contrived to have the building shut against him. Al- 

though he protested to the authorities, and although the governor 
promised to issue orders placing the capitol at his disposal, the 
same thing happened on the two following Sundays, and each time 
_ the hapless parson had to content himself with preaching in the 
open air to “a few drunken sailors and Frenchmen” or whoever 
else would listen to him.? Meanwhile, the town was being stirred 
up against Bowman, who, along with his Methodism, was regarded 
as a danger to the community. Finally, shaking off “the dirt of 
my feet against this ungodly city of Orleans”, Bowman sought 
elsewhere a more congenial climate.® 


Thus the one Protestant congregation so far to be established 
in the city had weathered the first effort to multiply Protestantism 
in New Orleans by dividing its Protestants. Yet, Protestantism 
failed to grow, and in 1808 a visitor found it at a low ebb.® In 1811 
the Episcopal congregation lost its minister, and it was not until 
1814 that it obtained a new one in the worldly Reverend James 
Hull.2° So far, the Episcopalians had worshipped in whatever 
building they could obtain in the city, but by 1819 Hull had man- 
aged to build a church.'' Although a French church was also 
established in 1830 and another American parish was organized 
in 1836, the Episcopalians grew very slowly during the twenties 
and early thirties; and even in 1838, when Louisiana became a 
separate diocese under Bishop Leonidas Polk, New Orleans Episco- 
palians were still a small and as yet not particularly enterprising 
group.” 

: Meanwhile the Presbyterians had been busy. Late in Decem- 
ber, 1818, the Reverend Elias Cornelius, a Connecticut Congrega- 
tionalist, arrived in New. Orleans to prepare the way for the first 
Presbyterian clergyman to settle in the city, the Reverend Sylvester 
Larned.’* Immediately after Larned established residence in New 
Orleans, he undertook to build a church, the brick of which, like 


7 Ibid., 149. 

8 Ibid., 149-150. 

* Christian Schultz, Travels on an Inland Voyage (New York, 1810); II 193. 

1° Rightor, op. cit., 495. 

11 Adam Hodgson, Letters - Pg North America (London 1824), II, 232; B. H. Latrobe, 
Journal (New York, 1905), 223. 

12 Rightor, op. cit., 495, 497-498; Jowrnal of the Proceedings of the . . . Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Lowisiana (New Orleans, 1839), 9; ZJbid., 
(1840), 5. In 1849 there were around 180 communicants. J. H. Ingraham, in his Southwest: 
By a Yankee (New York, 1835), II, 145-148, describes the Episcopal churches of New Orleans 
as in a state of neglect. 


18 Rightor, op. cit., 500; J. R. Hutchison, Reminiscences, Sketches and Addresses 
(Houston, 1874), 147-148. 
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its minister, was an importation from Massachusetts.1* While 
the new church was building the Presbyterians held their services 
in the Episcopal church on Sunday afternoons. In 1820, soon 
after his own church was built, Larned died of a fever, and his 
congregation of forty-odd Presbyterians and Methodists were left 
without a minister until 1822, when they engaged Theodore Clapp, 
another New England Congregationalist.16 The church throve 
under Clapp, who in the second quarter of the century became 
one of the outstanding members of the New Orleans clergy. Clapp, 
however, strayed from Calvinist paths; and after his expulsion 
from the Mississippi Presbytery and the secession of a small group 
from his church, he returned to Congregationalism and eventually 
became a Unitarian.'? Those who left Clapp’s church during the 
schism eventually joined together in 1835 under Joel Parker of 
Vermont to form the First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans.'® 
Not until the forties did the Presbyterians begin to conduct mis- 
sions in the city and to build new churches. However, by the time 
of the Civil War there were eight Presbyterian churches and mis- 
sions in New Orleans; and the Presbyterians now had as the dean 
of their clergy the Reverend B. M. Palmer, a minister highly 
respected by both Protestants and Catholics.’® 


The Methodists, although they were behind the Episcopalians 
and Presbyterians in making a permanent establishment in New 
Orleans, were none the less active during the teens and twenties. 
One irreverent Orleanian had remarked upon the departure of the 
Reverend Bowman, that the reception given the first emissary of 
the Methodists should be discouraging enough to keep the city 
free of “the declarations of these noisy enthusiasts’’.2° But the 
Methodists were the sort that lived if they did not thrive on perse- 
cutions, and so long as their itinerants could get “a cowhide for 
a bed to sleep on and sweet potatoes to eat’, New Orleans was not 
likely to be left alone by the “noisy enthusiasts”.2 Between 1812 
and 1814, the conference sent three missionaries to the city.22 The 
last of these, the Reverend William Winans, rented the lower floor 
of a brick house belonging to one of his fellow Methodists, tacked 


14 Arthur Singleton, Letters from the South and West (Boston, 1824), 118. 

15 Hutchison, op. cit., 169. 

16 Jbid., 150-151. 

17 See section on “A Compromising Protestantism”, further on in this article. 
18 Hutchison, op. cit., 154-155, 170. 

Ibid., 159-167. 

20J. G. Jones, Methodism in Mississippi (Nashville, 1887), I, 147. 

21 Ibid., 147. 

22 Ibid., 236, 260, 315. 
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up a sign, “William Winans, Teacher’, and dividing his time be- | 
tween preaching and tutoring, managed to survive nearly a y year 
in New Orleans.”* 


Winans’ autobiography tells the story of his brief sojourn 
among the worldly people of the city. Of its thirty thousand in- 
habitants Winans was told that only “three obscure white people 
and some twenty people of color” evinced any partiality for Meth- 
odism.* Once in New Orleans, he was able to discover the three 
white Methodists, but the negroes had apparently lapsed into un- 
evangelized barbarism. After failing to obtain permission from 
the authorities to preach in the government buildings, Winans 
fitted up his classroom as a chapel; and in a few weeks the con- 
gregation had become “much larger and of more respectable char- 
acter”, as the new preacher began to gain in standing among the 
middle and lower classes.*° Soon the Protestant Episcopal group, 
which was now without a minister, became interested in Winans 
and invited him to preach regularly for them at the government 
house.?® All went well until the arrival of Mr. Hull, an oppor- 
tunistic Irishman who had the habit of accommodating himself to 
either the law or the ministry, whichever, as Winans sourly puts 
it, “suited his own interest or convenience’’.27 Hull had come to 
New Orleans as a lawyer; but, finding the prospects better for a 
clergyman, he offered to return to the cloth. Being a “boon com- 
panion at wine, and an adroit whist player”, Hull was a man after 
the New Orleans heart. The people immediately invited him to 
preach in Winans’ stead; and, although Winans, considering it his 
duty to “withhold from him official countenance”, refused to yield 
the pulpit entirely to Hull, he agreed to divide time with him. On 
the first Sunday under the new arrangement the once more 
Reverend Mr. Hull appeared in the pulpit with “a ruffled shirt, 

. black gloves, and . . . so foppish an air as would hardly have 
been congruous in a lawyer or lecturer on any grave subject’’.*® 
Although Hull delivered a “neat and sensible discourse’, many of 
the sober-minded, particularly the Presbyterians, did not fancy the 
newcomer. However, “the fashionable and the gay” were charmed 
with Hull and, since they were in the majority, decided to employ 


33 Jbid., 342; Gallowag, op. cit., 4. 


#4 Ray Holder, ed., “William Winans, Autobiography" (MS., M. A. Thesis, University 
of Mississippi, 1936), 206. Original in Mississippi Department of ‘Archives and History. 
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him.?® At the same time the disgruntled elements offered a posi- 
tion to Winans, but the Methodist discipline prevented his accept- 
ing it; and in a few months, during which he often made himself 
offensive to the patrons of the newcomer, Winans’ year was ended.*° 


After 1814, New Orleans was without a Methodist clergyman 
until 1819, when the Reverend Mark Moore resumed the work 
abandoned by Winans.*! At that time, with the assistance of 
Edward McGehee of Mississippi, Moore obtained a meeting place 
in the loft of a flour inspector’s office; and in the course of a year 
the society contained around sixty members.** However, after 
1820 the struggling New Orleans post was abandoned again until 
1825, when with the Reverend B. M. Drake Methodism came to 
New Orleans to stay. By 1830 the Methodists had built themselves 
a small church;** but when, as late as 1836, the Reverend Joseph 
Travis came to the city, he found scarcely fifty white Methodists 
and they were in somewhat of an ill humor with one another.** 
During the pastorate of Travis, Edward McGehee helped the 
congregation to build a “large new edifice”, and an extensive mis- 
sionary work swept several hundred negroes into the church.* 
In the next decade the Methodists grew fairly rapidly, and by 1848 
there were thirteen small congregations, numbering 1017 whites 
and 1223 negroes.*® 

Although they were sending missionaries to New Orleans as 
early as 1816, the Baptists were exceedingly slow in establishing 
themselves in the city.*7 At first, intermittent services were held 
in the home of one Cornelius Paulding, a Baptist layman who had 
come to New Orleans from Savannah, Georgia, in 1812.*° By 1820, 
the Baptists had made a convert, whom they baptized ostentatiously 
in the Mississippi, directly in front of the customhouse.*® In 1833, 
Paulding erected a building, the upper floor of which he offered 
for church uses,*® but no formal organization was effected until 
1843, when the First Baptist Church was incorporated.*' Still, 


Tbid., 214-215. 

8° Tbid., 226. 

$1 Ibid., 226. 

83 Galloway, op. cit., 48-49. 7 

83 Tbid., 49. 

34 Joseph Travis, Autobiography 1856), 162- 163; of the Conferences 
of the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, II, 2 

35 Minutes of the Conferences of me "aithadied E pal Church II, 399; “Diary of a 
Journey to Texas in 1836’ (MS., Duke University Library), April 15, 1838; Galloway, op. 
cit., 52; Travis, op. cit., 163. 

86 Minutes of the Annual Oonferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South ... 
1848-1849 (Richmond no date), 196-197. 

87 J. T. Christian, A History of the Baptists in the United States (Nashville, 1926), 342. 

88 Rightor, op. cit. 503-504. 

89 Ibid., 504. 

40 Christian, op. cit., 342, 

*1 Rightor, op. cit., 504. 
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however, the Baptists fared badly. In 1851 their church building 
was sold out from under them, and by 1860 there were but two 
small Baptist churches in the city.* 


Other Protestant religious groups that managed to become 
established in New Orleans before the Civil War were the German 
Protestants, who, starting in 1826, had by 1860 grown into four 
congregations; the Congregationalists, whose Church of the 
Messiah had been founded by Theodore Clapp; the Christians, 
whose first church was chartered in 1845; and the Unitarians, who 
by 1853 had four congregations in New Orleans.** Indeed, by 1860 
practically all of the major Protestant sects had forced their way 
into the “uncongenial city of moral darkness and papal super- 
stition’’.* 

“THIS UNGODLY CITY” 


Although the New Orleans of the twenties and thirties came 
to be famous for “the American theatre, the French opera, and 
Parson Clapp’s church’’,* its perennial reputation as a city of sin 
was older and much better appreciated. Like its neighbor, Natchez- 
under-the-Hill, New Orleans was perpetual anathema to evangelical 
Americans, who looked upon its pleasure-loving population not so 
much as the work of human nature, the urban spirit, and a hot 
climate as the work of the Roman Catholic Church. Passing as it 
did from the domination of one European country to another and 
finally into the hands of the United States, the city had been 
inundated time and again by waves of immigration until its popu- 
lation was a nondescript sediment of Europeans, Creoles, Indians, 
Negroes, and mixed breeds, not to mention Americans from the 
United States. Then over all this there poured every year an 
autumnal flood of European merchants and Mississippi-River 
boatmen. The annual sojourn in the city, of forty thousand or 
more transients, who took advantage of their release from the 
restraints of home to indulge in sinning as well as in buying and 
selling, inevitably served to increase the reputation of moral laxity 
associated with New Orleans and made of it a sort of international 
repository of supererogatory vice.*® 

The complexity of racial relations in New Orleans was 
responsible for a peculiarly anomalous moral situation. Miscege- 


43 Tbid., 504. 
43 Cohen's New Orleans Directory (1852), 320. 
45 Clap , Op. cit., 
1006), 283 op. cit., 127; Tyrone Power, Impressions of America (Philadelphia, 
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nation had already proceeded to the point where a distinct class of 
quadroons had appeared. The women of this breed were almost 
invariably comely and intelligent; and although they were pre- 
vented by law from marriage with white men, the custom grew 
up whereby the latter would establish these women in homes, main- 
tain them financially, and live with them either all or part of the 
time.*? The fact that he had a quadroon mistress did not prevent 
a man’s acceptance in reputable white society. Indeed, the whole 
elaborate system not only was tolerated but also was practiced 
among respectable people more or less as a matter of course.*® 
At the same time, the host of transients who flocked to the city 
every fall can hardly have failed to indulge the flesh in a manner 
similar to or perhaps more licentious than that sanctioned by local 
convention. 


For gambling perhaps more than for any other of its vices 
New Orleans was known far and wide. Licensed by the govern- 
ment, gambling places and lotteries were to be found in nearly 
every second building of the old city during the early thirties. *° 
Even the establishment that housed the French Opera had its 
“hells”, or rooms set aside for gambling.®*® Each of the gaming 
houses maintained its own bank, run by a stock company composed 
of “many respectable moneyed men’, not a few of whom were 
Americans."! Not until the mid-thirties was New Orleans gambling 
outlawed when, aroused by a sensational exposé, the legislature 
banned all gambling houses. Nevertheless, this public burial 
merely drove gambling underground, where it continued its exist- 
ence.* 


There were many other real or imagined immoralities to 
scandalize the scrupulous evangelical. The town was full of bars 
that passed under the euphemistic name of “Coffee Houses’”’, where 
one could find “all cordials, but coffee”’.®* Around the walls of 
these saloons were hung “paintings of the most licentious descrip- 
tion and though many of their subjects were classical, of a volupti- 
ous and luxurious character’. In the thirties Ingraham estimated 
that there were at least one hundred such bars in the city, and 


47 F, L. Olmsted, The Cotton Kingdom (New York, 1861), 302-307. 
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51 Ingraham, op. cit., I, 129; G. W. Featherstonhaugh, Excursion through the Slave States 
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during ten hours of the twenty-four the elaborate bar of the St. 
Charles was “only to be approached in turn’. Besides the bars 
there were the theatres, which upcountrymen visited with a 
delicious sense of toying with evil.5® In 1838 one Natchez visitor, 
after venturing into “that house as some would say of abomina- 
tion”, known as the Saint Charles Theatre, to see “The Deceiver’, 
hastened back to his hotel and committed himself “into the hands 
of the Lord by prayer” before he dared go to bed.*’ 


The host of prosperous planters and country bumpkins who 
made pilgrimages to the unholy city at least a few times in their 
lives, if not every year, were never quite the same persons again 
after visiting the theatres and barrooms and loitering at the 
temples of fortune.®® Like medieval pilgrims they learned a great 
deal about life and luxuries in the course of their peregrinations. 
Closely observing the “city lions”, they became initiated into the 
ways of the men in “the great towns”, and went home, nearly 
always to deride, and nearly as often, either consciously or not, to 
imitate.®° 

Nothing perhaps epitomized the essential divergence of New 
Orleans from the moral pattern of the country as a whole as its 
observance of Sunday. “O where are the selectmen of Salem?” 
cried a New Englander on returning from a Sabbath journey 
through the city.° Indeed, in many respects there was more bustle 
in New Orleans of a Sunday than on the weekdays. French Market 
would be in “full bloom”.*' As early as five o’clock in the morning 
the Negroes from the sugar plantations up the river would pour 
into the market with vegetables and fowls that they had brought 
to town to sell before the usual Sunday frolicking began.* Gov- 
ernment offices, counting houses, stores, wharves, all the regular 
centers of business activity, except in the American city, would 
be running as usual.® 


For those who did not work there was no end of diversion. 
There would, of course, be a crowd of women and a few men 
assembled in the Cathedral for High Mass; but “the words of 
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command, clash of arms, rolling drums, the fife’s shrill whistle, and 
the crack of rifles” in the square outside, where the military com- 
panies assembled every Sunday to drill, would provide a worldly 
antiphon to the chant of the priests.** At the same time gambling 
houses would be even more crowded than on weekdays. Indeed, 
one pious visitor, who must have had a background of stark 
evangelical architecture, mistook one of these centers of Sabbath 
gaming, with its small vestibule, double door, and lighted 
entrance, for a sectarian chapel and entered it along with others 
whom he saw entering and leaving in a preoccupied manner that 
could easily be confused with piety. 

Sunday was a day of sports and amusements. Across the 
river in the swamps could be heard all day long the noise of gun- 
fire as young Creoles spent their holiday at hunting.® In the city 
or its suburbs there would be horse races, boat races, pugilistic 
contests, cock-fights, and circuses.**7 When a northern traveler 
arrived on a Sunday in the early twenties, he discovered that the 
amusement fare of the day consisted of an exhibition of a balloon 
“with a live lamb in the car and serial fireworks’”.®* On Sunday — 
afternoon the Creoles would flock down to the levee for the prome- 
nade.®® In the evening there would be masquerades, and the the- 
atres would be filled with their brightest and gayest crowds of 
the week.7° Were Saint Paul to walk into New Orleans of a Sunday 
evening, complained a Methodist parson in the fifties, he would 
find the churches reasonably full; but there would also be “Fowler, 
the phrenologist, giving the religion of bumps at Odd-Fellows Hall; 
Christie’s or Campbell’s Minstrels, laughing and singing in burnt 
cork at the Armory; grand opera at the Orleans—perhaps ‘Les 
Huguenots’ on the bill; horse-riding at the Amphitheater by Miss 
Somebody; St. Charles full from pit to gallery; Varieties ditto; 
and soon... .”7 


For the slaves who had come to town for the holiday there 
was the weekly gathering of the Negro population at Congo Square, 
where they would engage in fantastic dances. Latrobe thus 
describes his first impressions of this diversion :7” 
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I heard a most extraordinary noise, which I supposed to 
proceed from some horse mill—the horses tramping on a 
wooden floor. I found, however, ... that it proceeded from 
a crowd of five or six hundred persons, assembled in an open 
space or public square. ... All those who engaged in the busi- 
ness seemed to be blacks. I did not observe a dozen yellow 
faces. They formed into circular groups. ... The music con- 
sisted of two drums and a stringed instrument. .. . The women 
squalled out a burden to the playing, at intervals, consisting 
of two notes, as negroes working in our cities respond to the 
song of their leader... . 


The American city that lay west of Canal Street essayed to 
remain aloof from the Sabbath-desecrating vieux carré.™ Never- 
theless, “‘all the rowdy, vulgar, and dissipated sons of and from 
the northern, eastern, and western states, who desire to frolic on 
that day, leave that section of the city, and participate in the 
enjoyments of the Creole population. .. .”** Indeed, the visitor 
from the hinterland who observed Puritan Sundays at home easily 
forgot his inhibitions when he was subjected to the influence of a | 
New Orleans Sunday.” 


Philosophical observers who were disposed to seek an explana- 
tion of “this ungodly city of Orleans’’, where “‘the sanctions of law 
and religion” were set at naught and the people gave themselves 
up to “hilarity, dissipation and crime’’, often laid all the blame upon 
the Roman Catholic Church and let it go at that.** There was, of 
course, a germ of truth in such an accusation; for New Orleans 
Catholicism had learned in the course of time that one of the 
easiest solutions of the problem of regulating man’s morals is not 
to regulate them. But the flavor of New Orleans Catholicism was 
itself no doubt as much of a result as a cause; and we must look 
deeper for explanations. In the first place, much of the moral 
darkness of New Orleans can be explained by the mere fact that 
it was a city, which in itself covers a multitude of sins. Then, one 
must not overlook the fact that to many of its residents New Or- 
leans was a place to which one went not to live but in order to make 
money -to live comfortably elsewhere. This certainly gave the town 
a mercenary bias. Another explanation was that the constant flux 
of the population offered no opportunity for the development of an 
“exclusive clique or Aristocracy, to give a tone to society and 
establish a standard of: propriety and respectability”. Therefore, 
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the people had “no fixed criterion of what is and what is not 
‘respectable,’ in the northern acceptation of the term. .. . Conse- 
quently, every man minds his own affairs, pursues his own busi- 
ness or amusement, and lets his neighbors do the same; without 
the fear of the moral lash . . . before his eyes, or expulsion from 
‘caste’ for doing that ‘in which his soul delighteth’”.77 Finally, 
in a place where pestilence was so frequent that one could never 
be nearly so sure of life as of death, the sense of the mortality of 
things undoubtedly had a powerful effect on the moral tone of its 
life. Of course, the constant presence of death can turn one as 
easily to Zeno as to Epicurus; but here the bias was plainly in favor 
of eating, drinking, and being merry. A New Englander who 
sought to explain New Orleans life by the imminence of death put 
it thus :78 


Life seems to be valued by its possessor, in proportion to 
the strength of the tenure by which it is held. When danger 
becomes imminent, and life’s termination apparently near, 
instead of making the most of its short duration, man improvi- 
dently throws it away, as of no value; or suppresses all appre- 
hensions of the future, by rushing headlong into the wildest 
excesses of dissipation and crime. This is sometimes exempli- 
fied in the sailor. . . . On no other principle, can I account for 
the excesses of New Orleans. In its best estate, it is emphati- 
cally a place of disease and death. .. . One might suppose, 
amid the ravages of disease and death, a man would think 
seriously and live soberly. . . . But the inhabitants of New 
Orleans, instead of attempting to deprive death of its power, 
are enlisted on his side—they put poisoned arrows in his 
quiver, and add new terrors to his name! ... Man here has 
become reckless of life. 


While it would be absurd to blame New Orleans worldliness 
solely upon death, we do at least in this case have a factor that was 
not present to such a marked degree in urban life elsewhere; and, 
in fact, death does in many ways seem to have left its mark upon 
New Orleans. At any rate, it was death whose regular inroads 
upon the residents caused one-half the population to be renewed 
every few years, and accounted, perhaps, as much as the transients 
did for the failure of New Orleans to develop an exclusive clique 
that would have given a standard of respectability to society.” 
Then, as we shall see, it was death that appears to have upset not 
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only the moral equilibrium of New Orleans but also the Calvinist 
theology of the Reverend Theodore Clapp. 


A COMPROMISING PROTESTANTISM 


Uncompromising Protestantism was by no means lacking in 
New Orleans, but with it we are only incidentally concerned. What 
does interest us, however, is those Protestants who underwent the 
agony of readjustment and in the end accepted New Orleans. The 
manner in which a group reacts to its milieu is a subtle thing, often 
difficult to describe and always difficult to explain. It is, more- 
over, fairly certain that in few instances can one explain religious 
phenomena solely in terms of the influence of environment. In 
the present case, one can but point out certain aspects of Protestant 
life and thought in New Orleans that seem to have been affected by 
the genius of the place. 

The impact of New Orleans Catholicism upon the Protestant 
minority produced some curious results. In a few cases, Protestant 
ministers were willing to forget their prejudices and associate with 
the Catholic clergy. This was the case, for example, with the 
Reverend Sylvester Larned, who not only made acquaintances 
among the priests but also on one occasion entertained the Catholic 
clergy of New Orleans in a body.*® Larned’s successor, Theodore 
Clapp, who had come to New Orleans full of the venom of Protes- 
tant bigotry, had been in the city only a few weeks when several 
Catholic priests invited him to call at their rectories “any time, and 
in the most free and unceremonious manner’”’.*! Taking advantage 
of these invitations, Clapp visited and discussed matters of religion 
with the priests, and so affected was he by the new experience that 
in later years when he had become a Unitarian, he professed that 
but for his doubts about the Trinity he would not hesitate to enter 
the Roman Catholic Church.*? At the same time, the work of the | 
Catholic priests and sisters of mercy during the recurring scourges 
of yellow fever and cholera was sufficient to convince many a 
Protestant that the Catholics had their virtues. One priest even 
had for dying Protestants a service of his own devising, in lieu of 
extreme unction.** 

The Catholic spirit exerted its influence in many an incidental 
way. Protestant parents regularly sent their children to convent 
schools.** The festival of Mardi Gras came to be common property 
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with the Protestants. Eventually Protestant eavesdroppers learned 
of the dramatic and spectacular qualities of the Mass and encour- 
aged one another to attend. The extremes to which a Protestant 
journalist could go in this respect are suggested by the following 
notice on the celebration of Easter at the Cathedral :* 


Don’t fail to go to the Cathedral to-day. Between twenty 
and thirty of our most distinguished and fashionable Creoles 
are to chant a Grand Mass, composed by that inimitable 
musician, Eugene Prevost, of the French Theatre. ... The 
Cathedral will be crowded with the most gorgeous beauties in 
the United States. . . . Besides the ladies we have spoken of 
there will be Bailly, Welch, Coeuriot, Heymann, Chazotte, and 
several other artists from the Theatre d’Orleans. Go early— 
the Mass commences at nine o’clock, and at that time you 
won’t be able to find a standing place, even. 


After the event, the same journalist wrote thus :*® 


At the Cathedral on Sunday, the music was superb—and 
such a crowd !—there wasn’t room for a man to take snuff; 
and a little yellow dog was so squeezed he couldn’t bark .... 
There we were for three hours—but the beautiful women and 
the fine music, the chants of the sermon, made amends for a 
all. One gentleman used his opera glass about half the time.... 


What impressed Protestants as the spectacular character of 
Roman Catholic worship seems to have been carried over into the 
Protestant services, although it is not always easy to establish the 
connection. At least, Protestants learned to demand brilliance 
and histrionic touches in their sermons. In fact, Dr. Clapp, who 
had begun by delighting his congregation with extemporaneous 4 
sermons as his predecessor had done, soon made a spectacle of 
himself and a showplace of his church. Clapp was very likely the 
gesticulating clergyman who scandalized Frederika Bremer by 
taking his text for a sermon on love from the words of a cele- 
brated romance.*? At the same time, just as the drama of the 
central feature of the Catholic liturgy had a counterpart in the 
be-all and end-all of Protestant worship, the sermon, so the operatic 
style of the currently popular settings of the Mass found its way 
into the fashionable Protestant churches, and congregational 
singing fell on evil days.** 
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The New Orleans Sunday tempered in many ways the Sabba- 
tarianism of the Protestants. The change came in a variety of 
ways, sometimes by the marriage of American and Creole, often 
by an unconscious surrender to the spirit of the predominantly 
Catholic population. Latrobe, for example, found that American 
Protestants who had married Creole women were willing to indulge 
in “a very agreeable dance after a little concert” on a Sunday 
afternoon.*® 


Whether we may put it down to the Catholic spirit or not, the 
New Orleans Protestant learned to view pleasure with less 
horror than his brother to the north. Clapp, Hull, and Larned all 
eventually showed themselves somewhat fond of “worldly society’’.*° 
On one occasion, for example, Clapp, arriving very late for a tea, 
found that the company “had resolved themselves into a dance’. 
Overcoming his first impulse to flee, the clergyman determined to 
remain; and though he did not dance, he sat down among the 
matrons for conversation.®*! Then, on the next Sunday Clapp — 
preached a sermon condoning earthly joys and professing his con- 
viction that the pleasures of daily life were but a “prelibation and 
foreshadowing of purer and ever-lasting joy beyond the grave’’.®? 
Such, of course, was not always the case; but many a New Orleans 
Protestant sooner or later found himself crooking the finger that he 
had wagged at pleasure. 


While the sense of human mortality and the ever hovering 
presence of death were active factors in conditioning the moral 
atmosphere of New Orleans, they likewise appear to have affected 
theology and religion generally. Everywhere one turned there was 
some memento mori, whether it were in the mere act of eating 
crawfish, which rumor said were caught by the vendors in water- 
filled graves before the arrival of their more permanent occu- 
pants ;** whether it were in the countless “to let’ signs that 
appeared in the wake of an epidemic;** whether it were in the 
mourning Negroes who in time of epidemic haunted the church 
doors with their dead to borrow the requiem blessings of persons 
better able to pay for funerals ;*° or whether it were in the strag- 
gling processions of the bare-headed priests and bare-legged 
acolytes scurrying through the streets ringing the “sacring bell” 
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as they carried the Host to the dying.®** Indeed, the head of death 
at the banquet had become such a usual thing that it actually ceased 
to inspire terror. The careless people would forget to uncover their 
heads and cross themselves when the Holy Viaticum passed through 
the streets, and the crowd would even jostle the procession.” 


As is often the case when a man is confronted with something 
from which he cannot escape and in whose presence he must 
constantly live, there was, especially among the Negroes of New 
Orleans, a tendency to establish about the experience of death a 
sort of ritual,—a ritual that by its very elaborateness was actually 
an antidote to sorrow, a ritual that could cover up deep emotion 
with a cloak of superficialities. Latrobe describes the tragi-comic 
ritual of a Negro funeral, thus :*° 


The coffin was then brought and immediately let down. 
It swam like a boat in the water [that always filled the newly- 
dug grave]. The priest began his prayers. In the meantime 
a great crowd of women pressed close to the grave, making 
very loud lamentations. At a particular passage the grave- 
digger, who was a little gray-headed negro, naked, excepting 
a pair of ragged, short breeches, threw a shovelful of earth 
upon the coffin, and at the same instant one of the negro 
women, who seemed more particularly affected, threw her- 
self into the grave upon the coffin [part of the ritual], and 
partly fell into the water, as the coffin swam to one side. The 
gravedigger, with very little ceremony, thrust his shovel under 
her, and then seized her with both hands round the throat and 
pulled her up, while others took hold of her legs and arms, and 
she was presently removed. On the heap of bones [uncovered 
when the grave was being dug] stood a number of boys, who 
then began to amuse themselves by throwing in the skulls, 
which made a loud report on the hollow coffin, and the whole 
became a sort of farce after the tragedy, the boys throwing 
about the legs and thighs and hunting up the skulls for balls 
to pelt each other. The noise and laughter were general by 
the time the service was over. 


Although there were those who attempted to clothe death in 
a ritual and forget about it, the theological implications of death 
in New Orleans struck deep into the vitals of Calvinist theology 
and caused many a thoughtful Presbyterian to reexamine his 
beliefs. It was these implications that wrought havoc with the 
theologies of the first two Presbyterian clergymen who settled in 
New Orleans. In the epidemic of 1820 the Reverend Larned con- 
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fessed to a friend, “I must either renounce the theology which was 
taught me at Andover and Princeton, or abandon entirely the 
practice of visiting the death beds of the irreligious. What can I 
say to a poor sinner about to draw his last breath who confesses 
that he has led a worldly and impenitent life?” “Could I,” he said, 
“tell them [the sinner’s family and friends] what I had been led 
to regard as Bible truth, that death in every instance is the awful 
consequence of original sin? That it is a thick overshadowing 
cloud, where God is present only in displeasure, unless the dying 
person has experienced a change of heart, and leans on the vicarious 
atonement made by Jesus as the only ground of salvation? 
Impossible! . . . If there be not in the great Father a free, inde- 
pendent, unconditional, undeserved, and unpurchased mercy for 
our lost race, then there can be no ground of hope for the sinners 
around us, who in crowds are entering the unseen world, without 
faith and repentance.”®® Evidence of Larned’s theological ques- 
tionings soon began to appear in the absence from his sermons 
of all reference to “the distinguishing doctrines of Presbyterian- 
ism”. On this account, shortly before his death, Larned’s deacons 
and a large number of his communicants deserted him.!° 


The story of the theological agonies of Clapp begins, like that 
of Larned, with the problem of death. Among his acquaintances 
was a young son of a Presbyterian clergyman, a boy who, although 
an atheist, sent for Clapp at the hour of death, and remaining firm 
in his disbelief, amazed Clapp by a serene acceptance of the unbe- 
liever’s death.’®°! Similar cases of this type eventually began to 
trouble Clapp’s mind and send him to search the scriptures to 
prove his Calvinism.’°? One Sunday in 1824, when Clapp had 
attempted to reassure himself by preaching a vigorous sermon in 
defense of the dogma of endless punishment, a trustee of the 
College of Orleans; of which Clapp was elected president, challenged 
him to go back to the Hebrew and Greek versions of the Bible and 
produce a list of Biblical proofs of the doctrine “that all who die 
in their sins will remain impenitent and unholy through the 
ages of eternity”.’°* Clapp obligingly undertook the search, and 
for the next ten years worked regularly at it, but without success.’ 
In the meantime, Clapp began directly or indirectly to reveal a 
changing theological attitude. As early as 1826 the Mississippi 
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Presbytery, with which the New Orleans church was affiliated, 
appointed a committee to examine into charges against Clapp’s 
“doctrine and deportment”.’% Although the committee absolved 
Clapp of the charge of misconduct, it admitted that some of his 
statements regarding doctrine were inconsistent with the tenets of 
Presbyterianism and demanded an explanation. The remarks had 
been made extemporaneously, replied Clapp; and he offered to 
resubscribe to the articles of the Confession.’°° The case was 
accordingly dismissed until 1829, when rumors of Clapp’s defection 
were abroad again; and in March, 1829, Clapp wrote to the Presby- 
tery announcing his rejection of “the distinguishing tenets of 
Calvinism”, and requesting that he be dismissed and allowed to 
join a New England Congregational association.!°* The Presbytery 
accordingly dismissed Clapp, leaving him free to “connect himself 
with any ecclesiastical body he could find, whose doctrinal views 
accorded with his own.’’?°§ The matter was not yet settled, how- 
ever, for in 1831 a minority of the session brought the case before 
the General Assembly, which ordered that Clapp be brought to trial. 
At this point Clapp for some obscure reason decided to retract his 
“heresies”; but the Presbytery was still not satisfied, and in 1832 
he was tried and deposed.” 

Clapp forthwith declared from the pulpit his disavowal of the 
doctrines of “particular election, the vicarious atonement, original 
sin, physical inability, and endless punishment’”."° The grounds 
on which the Presbytery based its accusations against Clapp in- 
cluded in addition to the above mentioned heresies charges that he 
had denied the doctrine of the Trinity, the necessity of a belief in 
the divinity of Christ, the efficacy of intercessary prayer, and the 
obligatory observance of the Christian Sabbath."!! The new theo- 
logical position taken by Clapp was, as he expressed it, based upon 
“a more thorough knowledge of the Scriptures”, and “the peculiar 
events of my professional career”. “It was among the sick, 
prostrate, and suffering,” he wrote, “that the true interpretation 
of the Bible began to dawn upon my mind... . Upon the principles 
of faith acquired at Andover, I saw crowds around me hurried, 
by an unseen, resistless power, through the ordinances and appoint- 
ments; the sudden alterations of health, sickness, prosperity, and 
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adversity; the scenes of endurance, privation, and disappoint- 
ment... and the other indescribable vicissitudes . . . of this momen- 
tous existence .. . only as preparatory to a final residence in the 
dark regions of inconceivable, unbounded, and hopeless ruin.” !!” 
It was not long before Clapp was comforting the mother of a son 
who did not believe in the Trinity and the divinity of Christ with 
such un-Calvinistic words as “If he is lost, who then can be 
saved?”448 More experience with dying sinners had soon con- 
vinced Clapp that “there is no absolute, eternal evil in the bound- 
less universe of 


So the Reverend Mr. Clapp pursued his Unitarian way in New 
Orleans, retaining the majority of his old Presbyterian flock; 
preaching on in his old church, which was maintained for him by 
Judah Touro, a Jewish philanthropist; and making of his church a 
showplace that travelers in New Orleans visited just as they did 
the French Opera and the American Theatre, for, after all, “Parson 
Clapp’s Church” was in religion as distinctly a product of New 
Orleans as its theatrical enterprises.'” 


One must, of course, not stress too much the effect of the mere 
environment of New Orleans upon the religious and theological 
opinions of its people; for, after all, one must realize the existence 
of outside influences, particularly in a city that was in constant 
touch with the rest of the worid and would, therefore, be expected 
to exhibit the effects of liberalizing and latitudinarian influences 
abroad in the world at the time. Agnosticism, as had already been 
implied, was rather common in New Orleans; and it must, of course, 
remain a question as to how much the rationalistic thought of the 
day was responsible for this condition. At least, agnosticism might 
have been fostered in New Orleans by the mere beholding of what 
Calvinists were pleased to call the works of Providence in that city 
of disease and death. At any rate, in 1834 the Reverend Joel 
Parker, Clapp’s successor as minister for the Presbyterians, is sup- 
posed to have declared that “there were forty thousand Catholics 
in the City of New Orleans who were atheists, and the Protestants 
were no better.” There is, of course, no question that Parker’s 
statement was exaggerated, and what he probably took for apostacy 
was doubtless no less than the spirit of religious liberalism that had 

112 Clapp, op. , 164-165. 
113 Ibid., 166-167. 


114 Tbid., 269. 

251. 

116 Hutchison, op. cit., 171. The people of New Orleans immediately repudiated Parker's 
assertion, and feeling was so high that at one time Parker was in danger of being exiled from 
the city. See Martineau, op. cit., I, 260-261; Hutchison, op. cit., 170-172. 
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appeared in the city with the rise of Clapp. The advance of this 
liberal movement was not checked after the Clapp and Parker inci- 
dents. Indeed, in 1845, the Yale scientist, Benjamin Silliman, was 
permitted to lecture in the First Presbyterian Church. In the 
course of his visit in New Orleans Silliman recorded the following 
incident :117 
Bishop Polk and lady. . . do me the honor to attend my 
lectures; and Mrs. Polk, at the dinner at Mrs. Duncan’s, said 
to me that she did not see how the geological conclusion that 
the death of animals had preceded man, could be reconciled 
with the Scriptures, which said that “Sin brought death into 
the world and all our woe.” I replied that she was quoting 
Milton, and not the Bible; and that even the poetical quotation 
referred to our race and not to animals, myriads of which were 
created, died, and were buried in the forming strata where we 
now find their remains, before man was called into being. 


Then Silliman added in his diary, “Bishop Polk sustained my 
views.” Thus the proclaimer of relatively advanced geological ideas, 
who was soon to be denounced in St. Louis by another bishop, was 
permitted to speak in the Presbyterian Church at New Orleans and 
received the support of the Episcopal Bishop of Louisiana.''* 


The Silliman incident need not, of course, prove a great deal 
about New Orleans religious life. Indeed, by this time one finds 
evidences of religious liberalism in many parts of a South already 


supposed to have gone to evangelical seed. On the other hand, it 


may have a special significance for New Orleans religion, whose 
spirit was even yet being made flesh under the secularizing genius 
of this city of getting ways and worldly pleasures; of recurrent 
disease and violent death; of an accommodating Catholicism and a 
compromising Protestantism. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Allain, Helene d’Aquin, Souvenirs d’Amerique et de France, par une 
Creole, (Paris, no date.) 


Bremer, Frederika, The Homes of the New World; Impressions of 
America, (New York, 1854.) | 


Buckingham, J. S., The Slave States of America, (London, 1842.) 


Castellanos, H. C., New Orleans as It Was: Episodes of Louisiana 
Life, (New York, 1895.) 


117G, P. Fisher, Life of Benjamin Silliman (New York, 1866), II, 16-17. 
118 Ibid., 16-17, 21. 


“ 
} 
| 
t 
i 
| 
| 


Protestant Beginnings in New Orleans 843 


Christian, John T., A History of the Baptists of the United States, 
(Nashville, 1926.) 


Clapp, Theodore, Autobiography, Sketches, and Recollections, 
(Boston, 1857.) 


Cohen’s New Orleans Directory. .. for 1853, (New Orleans, 1852.) 

-Creecy, James R., Scenes in the South, (Philadelphia, 1860.) 

Cross, R. A., A History of Methodism in New Orleans, (New 
Orleans, 1981. ) 

Darby, William, A Geographical Description of the State of Louisi- 
ana, (Philadelphia, 1816.) 

DeBow’s Review, (New Orleans, 1846-1880.) 

Deiler, J. H., The Settlement of the German Coast of Louisiana and 
the Creoles of German Descent, (Philadelphia, 1909.) 

“Diary of a Journey to Texas in 1836”, (MS., in Duke University 
Library.) 

Featherstonhaugh, George William, Excursion Through the Slave 
States from Washington on the Potomac, to the Frontier of 


Mexico; with Sketches of Popular Manners and Gestegtont 
_ Notices, (New York, 1844.)° 


Fisher, G. P., Life of Benjamin Silliman, (New York, 1866.) 
Foster, Lillian, Way-Side Glimpses, (New York, 1860.) 
Fuller, Hiram, Belle Brittan on Tour, (New York, 1858.) 


Galloway, C. B., The Editor Bishop: Linius Parker, (Nashville, 
1886.) 

Gayarré, Charles, History of Louisiana, (New York, 1854-1866.) 

Gibson, John, Gibson’s Guide and Directory of the State of Louisi- 
ana, and the Cities of New Orleans and Lafayette, (New 
Orleans, 1838.) 

Hall, Basil, Travels in America, (Edinburgh, 1829.) 

Hodgson, Adam, Letters from North America, Written During a 
Tour in the United States and Canada, (London, 1824.) 

Hutchison, J. R., Reminiscences, Sketches, and Addresses Selected 
from My Papers, (Houston, 1874.) 

Ingraham, J. H., The South-West. By a Yankee, (New York, 1835.) 

Jones, J. G., A Complete History of Methodism as Connected with 
the Mississippi Conference, (Nashville, 1887.) Cited as 
Methodism in Mississippi. 


Journal of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Dieesse of Louisi-— 
ana, (New Orleans, 1839- .) 


J 
7 
4 
4 
4 
¥ 


844 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


King, Grace, New Orleans, the Place and the People, (New York, 
1895.) 


Knight, Henry C. (See Singleton, Arthur.) 

Laboulaye, Edouard René, Paris en Amerique, (Paris, 1863.) 
Latrobe, B. H., The Journal of Latrobe, (New York, 1905.) 
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, (New Orleans, 1917- .) 

Mackay, Charles, Life and Liberty in America; or Sketches of a 


Tour in the United States and Canada in 1857-1858, (New 
York, 1859.) 


Martineau, Harriet, Retrospect of Western Travel, (London and 
New York, 1838.) ! 


Martineau, Harriet, Society in America, (New York, 1837.) 
Merrick, Caroline E., Old Times in Dixie Land; a Southern Matron’s 
Memoirs, (New York, 1901.) 


Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, (Place varies, 1845- .) 


Minutes of the Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
(1773-1839), (No place, No date.) 


Montlezun, Baron de, Voyage fait dans les Années 1816 et 1817, de 
New York a la Nouvelle-Orleans, (Paris, 1818.) 


Murray, Amelia Matilda, Letters from the United States, Cuba, and 
Canada, (London, 1856.) 


Norman, Benjamin Moore, Norman’s New Orleans and Environs, 
(New Orleans, 1845.) 


Olmsted, F. L., The Cotton Kingdom, (New York, 1860.) 

Parker, Amos Andrew, Trip to the West and Texas, (Concord and 
Boston, 1836.) 

Phillips, U. B., Life and Labor in the Old South, (Boston, 1929.) 

Polk, William M., Leonidas Polk, Bishop and General, (New York, 
1894.) 

Power, Tyrone, Impressions of America, during the Years 1833, 
1834, and 1835, (Philadelphia, 1836.) 

Reasons for the Decision of the Mississippi Presbytery in the Case 
of Mr. Theodore Clapp, (Natchez, 1833.) 

Rightor, Henry, ed., Standard History of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
(Chicago, 1900.) | 

Ripley, Eliza, Social Life in Old New Orleans, Being Recollections 

of My Girlhood, (New York and London, 1912.) 


‘ 
7 


Protestant Beginnings in New Orleans 845 


Robertson, J. A., ed., Louisiana under the Rule of Spain, France, 
and the United States, 1785-1807: Social, Economic, Political, 
(Cleveland, 1911.) 

Robinson, W. L., The Diary of a Samaritan. By a Member of the 

Howard Association of New Orleans, (New York, 1860.) 

Saxon, Lyle, Fabulous New Orleans, (New York and London, 1928.) 

Schultz, Christian, Travels on an Inland Voyage, (New York, 
1810.) 

Sealsfield, C., Life in the New World, or Sketches of American 
Society. . . Containing Scenes of the South-West, (New York, 
no date.) 

Singleton, Arthur, Letters from the South and West, (Boston, 
1824.) 

Stirling, James, Letters from the Slave States, (London, 1857.) 

Stuart, John, Three Years in America, (New York, 1833.) 

Tasistro, L. F., Random Shots and Southern Breezes, (New York, 
1842. ) 

Travis, Joseph, Autobiography, (Nashville, 1856.) 

Trollope, Mrs. Frances Milton, Domestic Manners of the Americans, 
(New York, 1901.) 

Wharton, Edward C., tr., The New World: Translated from the 
French of Mme. M. de Grandfort, (New Orleans, 1855.) 
Winans, William, “Autobiography”, edited by Ray Holder, (M. A. 

Thesis, University of Mississippi, 1936.) 

Zavela, Lorenzo de, Viaje a los Etados Unidos de Norte de America, 

(Paris, 1834.) 


d 
é 
a 
7 
A 
> 
PA 
= 


“THE WORLD’S DELIGHT”: THE STORY 
OF ADAH ISAACS MENKEN 


By JOHN S. KENDALL 


If you, gentle reader, had been in the city of Albany, New 
York, in June, 1861, you would have been astonished and perhaps 
somewhat scandalized to see the little town placarded with pictures 
of a nude young woman bound to the back of a galloping steed. 
Beneath the picture was the announcement, in large type, that — 
Adah Isaacs Menken—such was the name of the person in question 
—was about to play the title-role in Mazeppa, at the then famous 
Albany theatre. 


Twelve months later if you had gone to New York City, you 
would have been still more astonished but not nearly so scandalized 
to see the same picture displayed everywhere on the billboards, 
coupled with the statement that Mrs. John C. Heenan would appear 
as Mazeppa at the Bowery Theatre. Later, no doubt, your astonish- 
ment, too, would have diminished on finding that Mrs. Heenan was 
no other than Adah Isaacs Menken—she having, in the interval, 
“contracted matrimony”, as the phrase went, with the notorious 
prize-fighter then popular under the name of “The Benicia Boy”’. 


Three years passed, and then had you gone to London you 
would again have seen the sensational picture and an announcement 
this time locating Adah Isaacs Menken with Astley’s Theatre; and 
then, in 1866, in Paris, you might once more have glimpsed the 
familiar nude figure and the ramping steed. In London, the idea 
of a woman sans clothing acting in public as Mazeppa, or in any 
other capacity, was distinctly shocking, but Paris, more ac- 
customed to that sort of thing even in those days, read the 
“affiches” in front of the Gaieté with its customary cynical calm. 


These dates and places are the milestones in the career of a 
New Orleans actress, who in her time dazzled the imagination of 
half a world. It is not likely, gentle reader, that you visited each 
of those cities on the dates mentioned. If you did, you could hardly 
be now among the living. But if, by some exceptional fortune, you 
had done so, and survived to speak at the present time of what you 
then saw, be assured that you would have a circle of interested 
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listeners. For, though Adah Isaacs Menken breathed her last 
seventy years and more ago, hers is still a name to conjure with. 
Somehow, she has escaped the fate that almost invariably overtakes 
actresses and beauties: actresses, because the art and personality 
are inseparably one and grow and perish together ; beauties, because 
their title is the most evanescent on which a reputation can be 
founded. Adah Isaacs Menken was something of an actress—not - 
very much, as we shall see—and she was unquestionably beautiful; 
yet she is remembered today, perhaps more vividly than any other 
member of the histrionic tribe that flourished in her time, and the 
legend of her loveliness has, if anything, gained in glamor with the 
lapsing of the years. 


Perhaps she did not belong so much to the theatre as to the 
circus. If people in New York, London, and Paris thronged the 
theatre to see her, that was not due to her gifts as a Thespian, but 
to their desire to contemplate her shapely body in the sensational 
dramas in which that body was displayed with a freedom discon- 
certing to that strait-laced epoch. Her performances were never 
discussed from the viewpoint of art, only with reference to her 
personal appearance and the amount of clothing that she wore—or 
did not wear. In her own day there was much controversy about | 
this. Adah defended her scanty draperies on the ground that the 
human body was beautiful in itself, that there could be no indecency 
in displaying it, and that her poses were no more objectionable than 
those in the classical works of sculpture. There were admirers who 
said she was a pure-minded, talented woman, maligned by an evil © 
world. Others said she was quite the reverse. Talented she doubt- 
less was; on the other point, the reader is at liberty to make up his 
mind for himself. 


There was much mystery about Adah Isaacs Menken. She 
strove diligently to create this mystery, and it is a proof of her 
talent that she succeeded. To this day we really know nothing 
certain about her until, on that June night in Albany, she suddenly 
burst upon the world in a costume magnificent chiefly for its 
absence. Who were her parents? Where was she born? What 
was her name? Adah herself was unable to make up her mind on 
those subjects. Sometimes her father was James McCord, and 
sometimes Richard Irving Spencer, Ricardo LaFiertes (or Fuertes), 
or James Campbell. Once she described him as “Sir” Campbell. 
Her mother was alternately a Creole or a Jewess of Franco-Spanish 
descent. Adah was as vague about her mother’s name as about her 
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father’s. There were moments when it was Dolores Adios Fuertes, 
although at other times Adah claimed this appellation for herself. 
According to the daughter, the lady was left a widow in 1837, and 
thereupon married Dr. J. C. Campbell, of the United States Army; 
but this identification has been denied, and the honor of being 
Adah’s step-father has been transferred to a man named Israels. 
Our chief authority for this part of her life is a newspaper inter- 
view published many years later, when Adah had become a celebrity 
and the press was clamorous for details concerning her early life; 
and she gave them what they wanted with a cheerful indifference 
to the limitations of time and place that commands admiration, 


though not respect. 


Errol Sherson, in his usually accurate volume on London’s Lost 
Theatres of the XIX Century, accepts without question Adah’s at- 
tribution of paternity to James McCord. He says James was of 
Irish descent, and ran a second-hand clothing store in Newcastle 
street, London, just off the Strand, in a building demolished when 
Kingsway was laid out. McCord, it seems, eventually went to the 
United States and settled in Milneburg, a suburb of New Orleans, 
where he was a “general merchant’—that is, according to Mr. 
Sherson, an “old clo’” man. Sherson does not say where he 
obtained these biographical details, but whatever his authority they 
cannot be correct. In the first place, Milneburg in 1835 was not a 
place where a dealer in second-hand clothing could prosper. It was 
a tiny community, composed of a few villas, a few hovels, and a 
landing place for boats. If there was a McCord he must have been 
in business in New Orleans. There, only, would there be second- 
hand clothing to buy, or people to whom to sell it. But there was 
only one McCord in New Orleans in those days and he was not 
James; he lived in Triton Walk, and, according to the Directory, 
was not in the “old clo’ ” line. | 


Much the same remark applies to “Dr. J. C. Campbell’. No 
such person figures in the Army list. If he took his step-daughter 
with him to the Army post in Baton Rouge, where, according to 
Adah, the family lived for several years subsequent to 1838, no 
record of the fact remains. There was, however, in New Orleans 
in that epoch a very distinguished physician, Dr. George W. Camp- 
bell, a relative of the Duke of Argyle; and Adah’s ascription to her 
suppositious parent of a title suggests that she was assimilating that 
gentleman into her pedigree with the sublime indifference to the 
truth which was characteristic of all her utterances on the subject. 
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In view of Adah’s subsequent fame, the point is worth clearing 
up. Was all this mystification about her parentage adopted to con- 
ceal facts of which she had no reason to be proud, and which, if 
known, she felt might react unfavorably upon her professional 
standing? Or was it a kind of pedantry of unveracity? The girl, 
undoubtedly, had a pretty talent for prevarication. She was very 
largely, if not altogether, self-educated, yet she authorized the pub- 
lication of the statement that, when twelve years of age, she trans- 
lated the Iliad from Greek into French—obviously a fabrication. 
She also had another astonishing story about being captured by 
Indians in Texas, spending weeks in captivity and finally escaping 
under the most romantic circumstances. She recalled every detail 
of this adventure except the time when it happened. It took place 
either before or after her first marriage, she could never exactly 
decide which. 


She claimed that, about the same date, or a trifle earlier, she 
and a sister had sung with amazing success in Havana, and that at 
one time she was a member of the Montplaisir troupe of vaudeville 
actors. For these interesting episodes it would be pleasant to pro- 
duce some evidence, but alas! Havana has no recollections of her 
visit, and if she were ever known there, as “The Queen of the 
Plaza’”’, that was when the Cuban capital had not yet learned how to 
use the Spanish language with propriety. The Montplaisir troupe 
was deservedly popular in New Orleans, and frequented the theatres 
there year after year, but no record survives to indicate that Adah 
was ever enrolled therein. It is to be feared that, here, too, her 
memory had confused itself with her imagination. 


Nevertheless, it is difficult to explain Adah’s tara-diddles re- 
garding her birth and parentage solely on the basis of an innate 
inability to tell the truth. Her motive then, must have been con- 
cealment. If so, whole series of curious inferences suggest them- 
selves. To begin with, we have one apparently dependable fact— 
her marriage to Alexander Isaac Menken, a young Jew, the son of 
an allegedly prosperous and prominent merchant in Cincinnati. The 
ceremony took place in Galveston on April 3, 1856. That was a 
legal marriage. We may assume that the usually incorrigible Adah 
was awed at the solemnity of this occasion into telling the facts 
about herself for once. If so, we are justified in giving her name 
as Ada Berthe Theodore. That was the name she signed to the 
marriage contract. At the same time she put down her birth date 
as June 15, 1835. Consider these statements along with another, 
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made some years later, that she and her sister were members of the 
ballet at the New Orleans French Opera House when she was four- 
teen years of age, and that they were then billed as the “Theodore 
Sisters”. That is probably apochryphal so far as the connection 
with the Opera is concerned, but is interesting as confirming in 
some degree the accuracy of the name. 

In that case, let us seek in the records at the New Orleans 
Board of Health for 1835, or thereabouts, for information regard- 
ing births in the Theodore family. We may disregard the generally 
accepted story that Adah Isaacs Menken was born in Milneburg. 
It is based upon a statement in James’ biography of the actress, 
that she first saw the light in “Chatrain.” There can be no 
question that the lady supplied James with the data exploited in 
his tiny volume. Now, there never was any place called “Chatrain’”’. 
It has been assumed with too much alacrity by the actress’s bio- 
graphers that “Chatrain’” means Milneburg. Obviously, it does 
not. If it means anything, it means that Adah was not born there, 
had no knowledge of the place, and confused its name with that 
of the lake, Pontchartrain, on which the little town was located. 
Moreover, if she had been born there, the fact should appear either 
in the New Orleans Board of Health records—Milneburg being 
within the city limits—or in the archives in the French cathedral 
in New Orleans, where, in all probability, she would have been 
brought to be christened—there being no church in Milneburg in 
which that ceremony could be performed over a Catholic baby; 
and we may assume that Adah started her variegated religious 
history within the pale of that ancient faith. 

In 1838 there werein New Orleans two families named 
Théodore. One was that of a widow, who had a little millinery 
business at No. 41, Condé street. This Mme. Théodore was ap- 
parently white. The other family was that of a “free man of 
color”. He was Auguste Théodore, and he was a wheelwright by 
trade. In that year he resided at 35, Bagatelle street—or Chartres 
street, as we say to-day—probably in the vicinity of Elysian Fields. 
One year later he moved to a house on Love street (now Rampart), 
between Elysians Fields and Marigny. } 

It is an interesting fact that between the years 1819 and 1848 
there is no record of any child being born in New Orleans to 
parents named Théodore except to this “free man of color”. That 
eliminates the shopkeeping Mme. Théodore. In the case of the 
wheelwright, however, there were two girls, one who came into 
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the world in 1839 and the other in 1848. “Free man of color’, be 
it observed, did not mean necessarily a person of black complexion; 
_ rather, it referred to one of those of indeterminate tint, who were 
the shame and romance of New Orleans in the first half of the 
nineteenth century—one of those individuals, then, in whose veins 
coursed a more or less considerable infusion of white blood. 


Was Adah Isaacs Menken one of these girls? There is not a 
scintilla of evidence to that effect. Yet if we accept the “free 
man of color” as her progenitor, we can account for much that 
is otherwise difficult to reconcile with the probabilities. For at 
midnight on May 3, 1839, Auguste Théodore became the father of 
a child to whom was given the name of Philoméne Croi. She is 
described in the Board of Health record as the “legitimate off- 
spring” of him and his wife, Magdaleine Jean Louis Janneaux, 
a native of Pensacola. Eight years later, to the same parents was 
born another child, a girl named Bénigne. Are we to suppose 
that Auguste Théodore had no other children, and was one of 
those persons rare among the colored population of New Orleans 
who were meticulously careful about registering the arrival of 
his offspring? Or was there something special about these two girls 
which made him desirous to place their births on record with the 
legally constituted authorities, while neglecting to do so with other 
little additions to his family circle? For after all, eight years was 
a long time between children among Creoles, and especially among 
free people of color. And Adah claimed to have a sister, and 
one only. 


If Philoméne Croi Théodore was really the girl who subse- 
quently became known throughout Europe and America as Adah 
Isaacs Menken, then we have an explanation of a circumstance 
which has always puzzled the present writer. Why did she go to 
Galveston to be married? If she were white, and her mother 
(according to Adah, the only surviving parent) consented, there 
could have been no objection to celebrating the happy event in 
New Orleans. But if she were a quadroon or octoroon, there was 
a law in Louisiana which forbade her union with a white man. In 
Texas, however, who was there to question her racial status? So 
to Galvestion the two young people hied themselves, and there the 
nuptial knot was tied. 


The theory that Adah was of mixed blood also explains why 
she did not live in New Orleans after her marriage. Only once did 
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she revisit her native city and that was in 1858, when for six days 
she played at the Varieties Theatre. She ran no danger of being 
molested by the bailiffs on that occasion, for her husband was not 
with her, and her offense, if any, had been committed beyond 
the jurisdiction of the local tribunals. Moreover, if our suppositions 
be justified, there were abundant motives why Adah should there- 
after avoid telling the truth about her origins, and why she should 
devise one fantastic tale after the other about her family. Perhaps, 
too, that explains her beauty as well as her stormy temperament 
indomitable ambition, and sketchy morals; for the octoroon women 
of New Orleans were reputed to be almost uniformly lovely. 


It may be argued that there was no need for her to falsify 
her paternity in the Northern part of the United States or in 
Europe, but that is to ignore the deep impression which would 
have been made upon a spirit such as Adah Isaacs Menken’s, in 
her childhood, in a community like New Orleans, where white blood 
had an almost celestial prestige. Adah would have imbibed that 
prejudice with her mother’s milk; she would have craved nothing 
so much as to be included in that sacrosanct social caste, even 
when a touch of the tar-brush might elsewhere have invested 
her with a special and picturesque attraction for the public. 


It is admittedly easy to pick flaws in this argument. For 
example, it assumes that the vital statistics were kept with com- 
mendable exactness in New Orleans in 1835. That was not the case. 
The Catholic element, predominent in the city’s population at that 
date, was less concerned about recording its progeny at the Board 
of Health, than at the Cathedral as having been duly and properly 
baptized. Among the negroes and half-breeds the laxity was still 
more pronounced. In the case of a child born in the outskirts of 
the city, whether white or colored, the chances of its being registered 
anywhere were highly dubious. But it is precisely these facts which 
make Auguste Théodore’s certification of his daughter’s birth so 
significant. And there is no mention in the Cathedral archives 
of any baby named Fiertes, Fuertes, Campbell, Israel, or Théodore 
born in the years required to fit into the erratic chronology of 
Adah Isaacs Menken’s life. | 


Moreover, it must be remembered that at the time of her 
marriage Adah gave her birth-year as 1835. That made her a 
bride of twenty-one, lacking about five weeks. How, then, can 
she be identified with Philoméne Croi Théodore, born in 1839? 
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Of all persons Adah was least likely to add four years to her age 
unnecessarily. But if we suppose that she was really only 16 or 
17 years old, would it not have been imperative for her to pretend 
to be of full legal age, in order to contract a valid marriage under 
the Texas law? Even the officials of a frontier town such as 
Galveston then was, would have hesitated to marry an eloping 
couple unless assured that the bride had attained her majority, 
or had so nearly done so that the discrepancy offered virtually no 
obstacle to the wedding. 


And then, there is that matter of “Ada.” ‘“Berthe’” we may 
account for as a nickname to replace the cumbersome Philoméne; 
for the Creoles were notoriously prone to such substitutions. But 
“Ada”? Shall we suppose that this was an inspiration of the 
moment, a sentimental gesture which would enable the young 
woman to assume an initial identical with that of her husband— 
a supposition which gets a certain color from the fact that, at the 
inception of her stage career she always announced herself as 
Mrs. “A. I.” Menken. Names always underwent a sea-change when 
they concerned our heroine. Even the solemnity of her bridal day 
may not have been sufficient altogether to curb her propensity to 
tamper with her patronimic. For we must remember that there 
came a time when she was known as Adelaide and another time 
when she conferred on herself the name of Dolores with aberrations 
in the direction of Adios; and doubtless after annexing the name 
of Ada (subsequently modified into “Adah,” apparently with some 
vague idea that this was a Jewish form), she would have discarded 
this, too, only it had become famous, and could not be abandoned 
without risking some pecuniary penalty or other. She could not 
get even her husband’s name straight. It was Isaac; she insisted 
upon spelling it Isaacs. | 


We can ignore Adah’s hisiory up to the dawn of her stage 
career. It has been said that, after she came home from that 
preposterous Indian captivity in Texas, she essayed journalism in 
New Orleans. That is as improbable as the other story, that she 
published a volume of poems in 1856. Both seem to have flowered 
from the fact that about this date she contributed a few verses to 
a Jewish periodical in Cincinnati. She did try music, and that was 
how she met the man who became her first husband—the first 
of three or four, but the only one whom she really seems to have 
loved. Menken was very young. Why he was in New Orleans 
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we do not know. He gave Adah music lessons. That ended when 
they went to Galveston and were married. For his sake she became 
a Jewess. To that faith she seems to have remained constant till 
her death. There is something singular about this conversion. It 
will be remembered that one of Adah’s too-numerous step-fathers 
was named Israels. He is said to have died in 1852, though there 
is no record of the fact in New Orleans. Was he a Jew? Could 
his example have had any effect upon the versatile Adan ? It is 
a question worth asking. 


Adah’s marriage lasted only a few months. But it lasted long 
enough for her and Menken to travel about the South, and for the 
bride to make her debut, under her husband’s management, in the 
profession in which she was destined to obtain so astounding a 
success. According to a writer in the Dictionary of National 
Biography, this took place in J. S. Charles’ theatre in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, in March, 1857. 


Then she made her first appearance in New Orleans. That 
took place on May 30, 1858,—not, as usually reported, on August 
29, 1857. She played Lady Freelove, in “A Wife’s First Lesson’’. 
The opportunity to pay a professional visit to her native city came 
as a result of Charles’ taking over the Varieties Theatre there, for 
a brief summer season. Adah was billed as “Mrs. A. J. Menken.”’ 
She subsequently appeared in “A Day in Paris’, in which she took 
six parts, including that of Emily Greenville; “Is He Jealous?” 
“The Maid of Munster”, in which she gave “several’”’ songs; “The 
Irish Lion”, “My Cousin at Richmond”, “The Lady or the Devil’, 
“The Unprotected Female”, with songs and dances; “The Soldier’s 
Daughter”, and “The Widow’s Victim”. She was supported by 
Charles, his brother, C. G. Charles, and W. B. Chippendale. They 
must have pleased, because one of the local papers, The Picayune, 
remarked after the second or third performance, “From appear- 
ances, so far, Mr. Charles has exactly struck the right vein for 
ultimate success, if he but pursues it with faithfulness and care”. 


The season was interrupted by the terrible riots which broke 
out that year in New Orleans in connection with the municipal 
elections. On June 5, Charles felt obliged to close the theatre till 
things quieted down ; and when on June 8, he reopened the Varieties, 
Adah was no longer with him. She was evidently alarmed at the 
fighting, and had abandoned the engagement. Her place was taken 
' by the then famous Charlotte Crampton, who opened on June 9, 
as Bianca, in “Fazie’’. 
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In that charmingly imaginative way which Adah had in dealing 
with her past, she described to a newspaper reporter, a few years 
later, her experiences in New Orleans. She said she made her 
debut in “Fazfe”—and that was interesting, because, as we have 
seen, it was untrue, and also because it was a barefaced attempt 
to steal Miss Crampton’s thunder. At that time Adah had leaped 
into notoriety as Mazeppa. But she was not the first woman to 
play the part of the Tartar chieftain—that had been done by Miss 
Crampton in June, 1859, and one suspects that Adah’s annexation 
of the honors of “Fazie’’ in New Orleans was inspired by a certain 
rather unpleasant jealousy. 


Adah said also that she made a great hit in New Orleans, and 
that one night Judah P. Benjamin and other prominent Jews 
arranged a celebration at the theatre in her honor. According to 
her account, that was a really remarkable demonstration on the 
part of her co-religionists, and calculated to make the recent convert 
feel that she was very welcome in her new faith. The trouble with 
this story is, that it wasn’t true. Nothing of the sort ever occurred. 
Benjamin was too conspicuous a figure for him to promote so pic- 
turesque a ceremony without something about it getting into the 
papers; and one searches the columns of the contemporary press 
in vain for any reference to it. 


But, anyhow, Adah was now definitely launched on her career. 
We need not follow in detail her progress around the country. 
She took to playing male parts—Rob Roy, Robert Macaire, Jack 
Shepard, etc. They were wholly unsuited to her. She had the kind 
of figure which never looked so alluringly feminine as when clad 
in male attire. She tried tragedy with the support of James E. 
Murdoch and met with even less success. Finally she got to New 
York and made her debut there at the National Theatre, on March 
1, 1859, as the Widow Cheerly, in “A Day in Paris”, a part which 
she played for the first time in New Orleans. This engagement 
_ lasted for three nights. Adah wasn’t much of a success this time. 
“An untrained girl’, said the Tribune, speaking of her performance, 
“revealing no great possibilities for the future”. She did not play 
again in New York till March, 1860, when she spent one week at the 
Old Bowery, giving “The Female Brigand’’, “Black Eyed Susan”, 
“Satin in Paris’, “Lola Montes”, “The Soldier’s Daughter”, and 
“Jack Shepard”. It was then that she really played Bianca in 
“Fazie’’, and made Milman’s dismal tragedy much more dismal by 
her presentation of that character. On neither of these occasions 


bal 
*. 
a 
ory 
os 
2 
a 
4 


856 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


did she attempt “Mazeppa’”’; that did not come till June, 1862. She 
never played Mazeppa in New Orleans. 


In the meantime she had been experimenting with matrimony. 
Menken had divorced her in 1858, alleging “incompatibility and 
desertion”. A year later she was married to “The Benicia Boy’”— 
or was she married? The ceremony was part of a wild party at 
a road house near New York City, which lasted all night. In 
November, 1862, when Adah was suing Heenan for divorce, he 
denied that he had ever been married to her “or to anybody else’, 
and said the petition filed by her in court was “teeming with 
falsehoods and slanders’’. He treated her very badly. A child 
was born of this ill-omened union, but happily it died soon after 
birth. Adah used Heenan’s name in 1862 when she thought it 
would attract attention to her “Mazeppa”, but when she found 
that she did not need any extraneous aids in her projected conquest 
of New York, she discarded the famous pugilist’s appellation, and. 
was thereafter known by the name of her first husband. 


“Mazeppa” dated from 1861 and the Albany theatre, as afore- 
said. A manager in Albany had the brilliant idea of exploiting 
Adah’s superb physique in a version of Byron’s poem by H. H. 
Milner, altered and condensed to suit the taste of the American 
public. In this form it became one of the “horse” dramas so popular 
in the early years of the century. Milner’s play was first performed 
in 1831 at Astley’s theatre in London, with a man named Cartlich 
in the title role. Thereafter, for thirty years, “Mazeppa”’ held the 
stage on both sides of the Atlantic. 


We have mentioned Miss Crampton’s connection with the 
play. Thirteen years earlier, in 1845, Mary Duff, the actress 
daughter of the more famous Mrs. Duff, played Mazeppa in New 
Orleans at the American Theatre. Both these ladies appeared clad 
in a costume which covered them discreetly from neck to knee. 
There was also a long line of male Mazeppas, including Yates, 


-” John Henderson, James Halloway, Thomas Moffett, Henry Powell, 


Walter Roberts, Charles Mortimer, and the great and only Ben 
De Bar, who used to play it so well in New Orleans. But Adah 
Isaacs Menken was the first woman really to identify herself with 
this role. She made it emphatically her own. When we speak of 
the play nowadays, it is of her that we think, and of her only. 


Let us repeat that it was in Albany on June 7, 1860, that 
Adah Isaacs Menken played Mazeppa for the first time. Murdoch 
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claimed the ¢redit—if credit it be—of having set her on the path 
which led to that success. One night he and she shared in a 
performance of Macbeth. Adah had only the vaguest notion of 
the play and depended on the Thane of Cowder to prompt her 
whenever her memory failed. In her third scene she broke down 
completely, and rushing over to Murdoch whispered, “I don’t know 
the rest”. Murdoch says in his Memoirs: “From that point 
Macbeth ceased to be the guilty thane, and became a mere prompter 
in kilt and tartan.” 


The following morning Adah read what the newspapers had 
to say about her “highly original portrayal of Lady Macbeth”, 
and observed, soméwhat wistfully, “I am sorry I caused you all 
that trouble, but I did give a good performance, didn’t 1? Which 
irritated the tragedian so much that at the moment he could not 
find words wherewith to express himself. Subsequently, however, 
Murdock said, “Adah, why not adopt the sensational line? You 
have a pretty face and a good figure, and you possess grace enough 
to compete with Celeste,” (who was a popular actress and had 
just made a great success in “The French Spy’). Adah at first 
resented the suggestion, because she suspected that Murdoch was 
hinting that she could never become a real actress; but the more 
she thought about it, the more the idea intrigued her, and at last 
she made up her mind to take the tragedian’s advice. | 


“‘Mazeppa” is not much of a play. As given in Albany, prior 
to Adah’s advent in that little city, the actor who played the part 
of the Tartar chief was strapped to the back of a horse, but did 
not accompany the “wild Ukranian steed,” when it “dashed up” a 
narrow runway, over the painted mountains in the background, 
and plunged into “space.” A circus horse called Belle Beauty had 
been trained for the part. The actor was R. E. J. Miles. He was 
a handsome man, with a magnificent physique. In the great scene 
in the third act he was clad only in a loin cloth. But he regarded 
the leap into space, though guarded by nets and barricades invisible 
to the audience, as too dangerous to be undertaken in person. He 
used a dummy for that part of the performance. He was duly tied 
on the animal’s back, but it was then conducted into the wings, 
and a dummy substituted. Adah’s innovation was to go with the 
_ “wild Ukranian steed” to the bitter end. It was dangerous, but 
it was sensational, and she rightly judged that the public would 
be thrilled to see it done as none had previously dared to do it. 
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But her real contribution to dramatic art was not that—it was 
her elimination of the gaudy “Tartar” costume used by the ladies 
who had previously essayed the role, in favor of—well, of prac- 
tically nothing. She wore tights—tights, flesh-colored, splendidly 
revelatory of her most intimate charms—only the tights, not even 
a loin cloth. The effect was designedly and deliberately to inspire 
in the audience the impression that it was beholding an entirely 
nude and very beautiful young woman. Need we add that the 
performance, when it finally took place, after some perilous 
rehearsals, was a tremendous success? 


“Mazeppa” moved from Albany to New York. There, at the 
Old Bowery theatre, Adah repeated her ride before crowded houses. 
There, too, she acted such male parts as Tom in “Tom and Jerry” 
and Richmond in a curious rehash of “Richard III.” Then she 
went to San Francisco. It was a long way in those days from 
New York to the Pacific coast. The facilities of transport were 
primitive indeed, and one spent weeks on the journey. But that 
did not daunt Adah. Among the miners in California she dupli- 
cated—nay, quadruplicated—her previous success. If we can trust 
her statements on the subject, she ended the season there with 
$30,000 in cash. With this sum in hand, she did two highly 
characteristic things—she jettisoned her current new husband, 


- and she set out to conquer Europe, as she had conquered America. 


Adah did not take matrimony very seriously. The acquisition 
of a husband, or the elimination of one, were incidents of only 
passing importance in her life. The victim of the present upheaval 
was Robert Newell, a humorist who wrote under the pseudonym 
of Orpheus C. Kerr; but American humor was in his time at a 
low ebb; and marriage with Adah may have been his idea of a 
joke. She and Heenan had parted, as aforesaid; she sued him for 
divorce and obtained a decree in October, 1861. But she did not 
wait for the courts to take action. Before their verdict could be 
handed down, she and Newell were married. If indeed she and 
Heenan had been properly united in wedlock, that was a bigamous 
marriage; but no one—Heenan least of all—troubled themselves 
about this infraction of the laws, and one therefore suspects that 
there may have been something, after all, in the prize-fighter’s 
repudiation of the soft impeachment which Adah’s suit implied. 
The union with Newell was brief. Adah lost him somewhere on 
the voyage between San Francisco and New York, not without 
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the odor of scandal; and in 1866, when she returned from her 
first European expedition, she sued for and obtained a divorce 
from him. | 


It was 1864 when she set out for Europe. The day that she 
set sail from New York was a turning-point in her life, excelling 
in significance, so far as she, personally, was concerned, even the 
momentous night when she made her debut in “Mazeppa.” For 
up to that time her triumphs, though they had made her name a 
household word in the United States, were merely tawdry and 
ephemeral; while all that lay further back in her past was veiled 
in a mist of lies and hinted at disrepute. But now she was on her 
way to resounding success in the artistic capitals of the Old World. 
She was to startle and amuse the Continent with her extravagences 
and eccentricities. Much has been made of them. But it was not 
they which were to earn for her the small but definite part that 
she has in literary history. That became hers through the friend- 
ships she was now about to contract with celebrated men in England 
and France; Platonic friendships in some cases, and not so Platonic 
in others. 


Ed James, her manager, one of the few disinterested friends 
that Adah ever had, prepared the way. He saw that articles about 
her appeared in innumerable British newspapers. He placed her 
portrait on exhibition everywhere. Then, let us quote James’ own 
words: 


Adah began to give breakfasts, dinners, and reunions that 
would break a Belmont’s heart or purse, or in fact the purse 
of anyone, if continued long. She never really valued money, 
and in spite of our efforts to induce her to make provision 
for a rainy day, she laughingly put it off with: “Ed, when 
I get so that I have to borrow money, I want to die.” 


Finally, and most important, she was taken over by Edward 
Tyrell Smith, perhaps the most important theatrical manager who 
has ever lived, certainly the most remarkable that London has 
known. Smith is said to have invented matinees. He was then in 
control of Astley’s theatre. He had many accomplishments, one 
of which was a flair for advertising. He realized that in Adah 
Isaacs Menken he had a gold mine. He papered London with huge 
posters showing her in a state of nudity “lashed to the back of a 
wild horse, careering along gloomy precipices and over tall moun- 
tains.” He built up the public curiosity to fever pitch. The opening 
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night was October 3, 1864. All London flocked to Astley’s to see 
just what it was all about. They saw a beautiful woman, ap- 
parently unclad. People gasped, applauded, denounced the “naked 
drama”, and filled the house night after night. The comic journals 
had much to say. Punch’s contribution was: 


Lady Godiva’s far outdone 

And Peeping Tom’s an arrant duffer; 
Menken outstrips them both in one 
At Astley’s in the Opera Buffer. 


As a matter of fact, people thought they saw much more than 
they did. Menken here, as in America, wore a suit of tights, but 
they fitted her so closely and so frankly that, to all intents and 
purposes, she might have dispensed even with this scanty covering. 
Her figure, thus revealed, was so exquisite that one of the men 
acting with her, named Fernandez, could not resist the temptation 
to pinch her leg, to ascertain whether it was real or “made up”. 
Adah paid his temerity with a blow of the whip which she carried 
in her hand. But was this really acting? Hardly, for Adah’s 
Mazeppa was nothing except the ride across the stage which a 
witty journalist described as “done on a barebacked horse, on her 
own bare back.” 


She attempted other characters during her stay in England, 
such as William in “Black Eyed Susan”, and Leon in John 
Brougham’s “The Child of the Sun,” but the public was not inter- 
ested, and wanted to see her only as the Tartar chief.. She did 
not always appear when she was scheduled to do so. There were a 
number of understudies at Astley’s who took her place when she 
refused to go on the stage, which was quite frequently and for 
various reasons. Adah was moody, had a violent temper and 
whenever one or the other, or both, got the upper hand, would not 
appear in public. It is of record that even here, amidst unparalleled 
success, she was “always restless and craving excitement.” She 
smoked a great deal, at a time when women did not do that sort 
of thing. She had to be followed around at the theatre by an 
attendant who collected the cigarette ends as fast as she discarded 
them. She drank much champagne and some brandy, and per- 
haps that was one reason why she figured on the stage less 
frequently than was supposed, and why her understudies had 
always to be available. Among the women who took her place from 
time to time was Ada Murray, whose resemblance to the original 
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was extraordinarily close. Others in the company at Astley’s were 
Sam Emery, father of the late Mrs. Cyril Maude, who played 
Abder-Kahn; Edward Atkins, and probably Kate Santry, though 
she denied this. The ballets were arranged by James Tully, and 
the musical director was the once-famous Milane. 


Temperament was Adah’s strong point. She never hesitated 
to indulge it. At one performance she saw a man in a private 
box who, she thought, had offended her. As soon as she could leave 
the stage she hurried to her dressing room, armed herself with a 
dagger, and was on her way to do him bodily damage when Smith 
intercepted her and sent her back to her place behind the scenes. 
But she was too great a success and earned too much money for 
Smith to do more. He must have wished more than once to inflict 
some kind of chastisement, but did not dare. 


At intervals, when not acting at Astley’s she toured England 
with Ginnett’s circus in “Mazeppa” and other horse plays. Among 
the places where she acted “Mazeppa” were Liverpool and Sadler’s 
Wells. Once she went off for a holiday to Paris, where she met 
many famous literary men, notably Dumas the elder, and Theophile 
Gautier, whose Egeria she became. She affected literary men. 
Among her acquaintances in England, if they were acquaintances 
only,—were Dickens, Swinburne, Thackeray, Robert Reece, John 
Oxenford, Dante and William Rossetti, and the pseudo-parson, 
Bellew. 


When not busy at Astley’s or at the Pavillion (a theatre in the 
West End of London where she also appeared) she was conspicuous 
at first nights and other dramatic and social gatherings. One of 
the memorable first nights which she honored with her presence 
was that of Charles Reade’s “It’s Never Too Late To Mend”, when 
the audience, stirred by the picture of the brutalities of British 
prison life, rose in protest against the system that made such hor- 
rors possible. Reade, the author of the play, knew her well. In 
his Diary he says of her, ““A clever woman with beautiful eyes; bad 
actress; made hit playing Mazeppa in tights; goodish heart.” 


When she returned to New York in 1866 it was to play Ma- 
zeppa and to contract a fourth matrimonial engagement. This one, 
however, was briefer than usual. The groom was James Paul 
Barclay, a Wall street broker. They settled down in a “brown- 
stone front” on Seventh Avenue, between 38th and 39th streets, 
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which Barclay had given her, and which she called Bleak House, 
in compliment to Dickens. In three months he left her, went to 
Philadelphia, and soon was found dead there. He is said to have 
spent $150,000 on Adah and left her penniless. In her despair she 
tried suicide by poison and very nearly succeeded. She was so ill 
from the dose she had taken that she had to be carried on board the 
ship that took her back to Europe and to the last phase of her 
glamorous career. 


She began on December 30, 1866, in Paris, at the Gaieté in 
“Le Pirates de la Savanne’’, an exciting melodrama very popular in 
those days on both sides of the Atlantic. In it she wore a Mexican 
man’s costume which showed off her figure to great advantage. 
She scored “the greatest triumph ever gained by an American 
actress” in a French theatre. At the end of the performance, Adah 
was called before the curtain nine times. Among those who ap- 
plauded most energetically were the two Bonaparte princes, Jerome 
and Lucien, brothers of the first Napoleon. Perhaps their presence 
may be taken as the true measure of her success. The play ran 
for a hundred nights. The receipts for the first week were 346,000 
francs—and at that time a franc was really worth something. 
Adah appeared in other parts at the Gaieté, but reverted to Ma- 
zeppa after a somewhat less prosperous interval. On the last night 
of her engagement a particularly brilliant audience was present, 
including Napoleon III, the Prince Imperial, the King of Greece, 
and the Duke of Edinburgh. Many floral offerings were sent over 
the footlights to the delighted actress, and there were gifts of 
jewelry, too, including, of all things, a diamond tiara. 


From Paris Adah went to Vienna and another success. Then 
she went to London, and a brilliant season. She ended at the 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre on May 30, 1868. That was her last appear- 
ance in England. 


It was all very exciting, but was Adah happy? Apparently 
not, for after all there was something in her which craved she 
knew not what of permanence and security and repose. That vague 
but powerful aspiration finds expression in many of the letters and 
poems which she wrote amidst the hurly-burly of this, the most 
brilliant part of her life. For Adah had a small talent for poetry. 
She wrote verses as far back as 1858. They were not very good, 
naturally, but they were interesting. Here is a sample: 
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WOUNDED 


Let me lie down! 
Just here in the shade of this cannon-torn tree 
Here, low in this trampled grass, where I may see 
The surge of the combat, and where I may hear 
The glad cry of victory, cheer upon cheer, 
Let me lie down. 
Oh, it was grand! 
Like the tempest we charged, in the triumph to share; 
The tempest—its fury and thunder were there; 
On, on, o’er intrenchments, o’er living and dead, 
With the foe under foot and the flag overhead. 
Oh, it was grand! 
_ Weary and faint, 
Prone on the soldier’s couch, ah, how can I rest 
With this shot-shattered head‘and saber-pierced breast? 
Comrades, at roll call, when I shall be sought, 
Say I fought where I fell and fell where I fought, 
Wounded and faint. 
Oh, that last charge! 
Right through the dread host tore the shrapnel and shell, 
Through, without faltering—clear through with a yell— 
Right in their midst, in the turmoil and gloom, 
Like heroes we dashed at the mandate of doom, 
Oh, that last charge! 
: But I am dying at last, 
My mother, dear mother, with meek, tearful eye, 
Farewell! and God bless you forever and aye! 
Oh, that I now lay on your pillowing breast, 
To babe my last sigh on the bosom first pressed ! 
I am dying, dying at last. 


But now Adah had an idea of collecting her poetical compo- 
sitions and issuing them in a book. The task occupied the infrequent 
leisure of her last days in England. It was incomplete when she 
left London for Paris on a trip which was to close tragically. 
After her death, the little volume was given to the world under the 
title of Infelicia. That was in August, 1868. The world knew Adah 
only as Mazeppa; it was hard to think of her as a poet—even a bad 
one; and so /nfelicia went unnoticed, and now is a literary curio, 
prized by collectors of such items, and unread, save, perhaps, by 
historians of the drama. It contains twenty-five poems reprinted 
from the New York Sunday Mercury, and one from the Cincinnati 
Israelite. The book is dedicated to Charles Dickens, who wrote 
the author a note conspicuous for almost every quality except 
enthusiasm: 
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Dear Miss Menken, 

I shall have great pleasure in accepting your dedication and 
I thank you for your portrait as a highly remarkable specimen 
of photography. I also thank you for the verses enclosed in 
your note. Many such enclosures come to me, but few so 
pathetically written, and fewer still so modestly sent. 

Faithfully yours, 
Charles Dickens. 


Infelicia brings us to the most interesting part of Adah Isaacs 
Menken’s hectic story—her association with Algernon Charles 
Swinburne. Swinburne has been credited with the authorship of 
some of the poems in Infelicia. Almost as soon as the book 
appeared, a controversy developed as to whether Adah was really 
the author of it. Someone said at the time that Infelicia contained 
some verses good enough to be by Swinburne, and some bad enough 
to be by anybody. But no one who reads the book will have any 
doubt that Adah wrote it. Swinburne, however, felt it necessary 
to deny the not-too-soft impeachment, especially in view of the fact 
that the manuscript was prepared for the press by his own private 
secretary, Thomson, who wrote, “I worshipped the very ground 
she trod on, for she was the noblest as well as the most gifted 
woman I have ever known.” 

Adah’s relations with Swinburne were very intimate—too inti- 
mate, in fact. It is said that they resulted from an indecent wager 
to which Rossetti was a party. One evening in 1867 the doorbell 
rang at Swinburne’s lodgings, and a beautiful woman announced 
that she had come to spend the night with the master. Spend the 
night she did, and in the morning Adah (for, of course, it was she) 
brought up the subject of poetry—a subject which she had on her 
mind, and which probably, had more to do with her visit than any 
bet to which she might have been a party; for she was writing 
the poems, and wanted someone to help her whip them into shape, 
and had pitched on Swinburne as the person for that job. Swin- 
burne put her off then by a compliment to her figure: “Darling’’, 
he said, “a woman who has such beautiful legs need not discuss 
poetry”. But subsequently he relented, and while it is true that 
he did not write the verses to which Adah affixed her name, he 
did revise them, and wrote in at least one line which he felt bettered 
the original. 

Adah is the only woman to whom Swinburne is known to have 
referred as his mistress. When news of her death was brought 
him, a year later, he wrote to a friend, “She was most lovable as a 
friend as well as a mistress.” “Her name is immortalized in Swin- 
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burne’s famous poem, “Dolores”. She inspired the poem, which 
Swinburne described as a revery upon “the transmigration of a 
single soul always clad in the same type of fleshly beauty”. It was 
in a copy of Menken’s book of poems that Swinburne wrote the line 
from one of his own compositions: ‘Lo, this was she who was the 
world’s delight”, from which I have ventured to take the title of 
this essay. Moreover, according to the French writer, Lafourcade, 
in his Jeunesse de Algernon Charles Swinburne, Menken was the 
original of Leonora Harley, in Swinburne’s unpublished novel, 
“Lesbia Brandon’’. 


The poet let himself be lamentably entangled with the fair 
but frail American. They were photographed together, he holding 
her hand in his. “In this picture’, says Chew, in his biography, 
“he looks pathetically innocuous and diminutive’, but the photo- 
graph came into the hands of relatives who were not intended to 
see it, and as Swinburne himself recorded, “they kicked up a great 
row”. There are a few references to Adah in the poet’s published 
correspondence, as, for instance, in a letter addressed to the pub- 
lisher, Thomas Purnell, dated December 9, 1867, in which he says: 
’“TLet me know as soon as may be if you see Dolores before I do; tell 
her with my love that I would not show myself disfigured in her 
eyes. I was spilt last week out of a hansom, and my nose and fore- 
head cut to rags; was seedy for four days and hideous.” 


It was for Adah that Swinburne wrote the French verses en- 
titled “Dolorida’’, the authorship of which he afterwards repudi- 
ated. He indited them in her album: 


Combien de temps, dis, la belle, 
Dis, vieux-tu m’étre fidéle? 
Pour un nuit—pour un jour, 

Mon amour. 
L’amour nous flatte et nous touche 
Du doigt, de l’oeil, de la bouche, 
Par un jour, par une nuit, 

Il s’enfuit. 


Which George Moore translated as follows: 


“How long canst thou be 

Faithful?” she said to me. 

“For one night and a day, 
Mistress, I may!” 

Love flatters us with sighs, 

And kisses on mouth and eyes, 

For a day and a night | 
Before his flight. 
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Rossetti was more innocent, or at least more discreet, in his 
friendship with one whom he called “poor Menken”. When in 1871 
his brother William was preparing to bring out a collection of | 
“American Selections”, he interested himself to have Menken repre- 
sented therein. “I have her book, which is truly remarkable. If 
there is still time to introduce them, I will mark the copy for ex- 
tract, and write some short notice to precede them, to save you 
trouble”. And, on a later occasion, he added, “My own impression 
is, much the best piece in the book is the one called (I think) 
‘Answer Me’; though I remember finding some parts of it much 
better than others, and should be inclined to print only the good 
stanzas, which make a fine poem by themselves.... There is also 
a short rhymed poem which is remarkable, called, I think, ‘Am- 
bition’, or something of the sort, but it is defective by a line some- 
where—accidental omission, I suppose. These two as I remember 
are clearly the best. ... One of the most characteristic is that 
about ‘Angels, sweep the leaves from my door’’”’. And he refers 
on one or two other occasions in his letters to the subject. 


It was, however, Adah’s affair with Alexander Dumas, pére, 
that set tongues wagging in literary circles half-way ‘round the 
world. Before she went to Paris she announced that she intended 
“to become the mistress of that extraordinary man”, and she suc- 
ceeded. In her apartments at the Hotel de Suez, Boulevard de 
Strasbourg, she held a daily levee to which crowded all the dandies 
and literati of Paris. But it was at the theatre that she met her 
hero. He was standing in the wings at a performance of the 
“Pirates de la Savanne,” attired in a stiff, white pique vest and 
high collar, watching her performance. At the close of the last 
act and still in her flesh colored tights, Adah ran to him, threw her 
arms around his neck and embraced him. Dumas was sixty-five, 
an unwieldy old man with dropsical symptoms, but not too old to 
appreciate her beauty and abandon. He followed up her advances 
with a supper. That night the gathering at the Hotel de Suez 
waited in vain for its divinity. 

Dumas. installed her in an apartment of his own. Later he 
took her to Beugival, a summer resort on the Seine. He wrote back 
to his shocked and indignant son that “ in his old age he had found 
a Marguerite, and was playing Armand Duval.” He allowed him- 
self to be photographed with Adah leaning affectionately on his 
shoulder. The photographer, Liébert, circulated hundreds of copies 
of the picture. Soon all Paris was laughing at the spectacle of the 
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rotund Lothario in his latest escapade. The lighter newspapers 
printed sarcastic paragraphs, and Paul on then a young 
man, wrote a famous triolet: 


L’Oncle Tom avec Miss Ada, 

C’est un spectacle dont en réve. 

Quel photographie feu souda 
L’Oncle Tom avec Miss Ada. 

Ada peut rester a dada, 

Mais Tom chevanche-t-il sans treve? 
L’Oncle Tom avec Miss Ada, 

C’est un spectacle dont en réve! 


Dumas was irritated at the ridicule of which he was made the 
object, and parted abruptly from the lady. He sued Liebert, but 
that was the end of the affair. 


The spring of 1868 came. With it the flowers bloomed in the ’ 
Paris parks as perhaps they had never bloomed before. The 
theatres, too, were busy. At the Chatelet, Dumaine and LaRoche 
had made arrangements for the production of “Les Pirates de la 
Savanne” on the grandest scale ever attempted. It was to take 
place in July of that year. Adah was asked to take her usual role, 
and consented. But she was ill—of a tumor, it is said. “The look 
of death’, says Ed James, speaking of this melancholy time, “was 
on her face”. The rehearsals began, but she was unable to attend. 
She went to Beugival to rest before the performance. She was 
accompanied by two friends, Susette Ellington and that George 
H. Parker, who had written so cruelly of her in the London Orches- 
tra, but had been forgiven and now showed himself eager to atone 
for old transgressions. Soon Adah was too ill to leave her bed. 
But she was determined to keep the engagement at the Chatelet and 
had herself removed to Paris. 


The premiére was postponed a month. The two worried mana- 
gers tried to see Adah, but were put off with assurances that she 
was better and would be in the theatre on the opening night, that 
she knew the part and needed no rehearsal. At last Dumaine and 
LaRoche resorted to the courts. Armed with writs and accom- 
panied by two policemen they went to the poor woman’s lodgings 
in the Rue de Bondy, opposite the stage door of the Porte St. Mar- 
tin theatre. They meant to compel Adah to accompany them to 
the Chatelet for the last rehearsal. 


The maid admitted them. “It is too late, now,” she said, point- 
ing to the bed. “There she is!” 
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Menken had died a few minutes before. 


That was August 10, 1868. She was buried three days later 
in Pére-la-Chaise. As a Jewess, she was laid to rest in a section 
reserved for strangers. ‘Purcell told me,” says Dante Gabriel Ros- 
setti, in one of his letters to his brother William, “that she was 
buried in a shabby way.” Only fourteen persons attended the 
funeral. The horse that she had been accustomed to use in Ma- 
zeppa was led through the streets to the grave with crepe tied to 
mane and tail. The grave was marked with a wooden slab. The 
next day she was forgotten. 


-The “Pirates de la Savanne” opened on the scheduled night. 
There was a French woman in the role that Adah had so often 
acted. It was a terrific failure. 


Nearly two years later Ed Jones raised some money and with 
it had Adah’s remains removed to a more honorable resting-place 
in the Montparnasse cemetery. He went from New York to Lon- 
don, and among Adah’s former friends solicited contributions for 
this pious undertaking. Everywhere he met with a refusal. The 
only one who sent money was Adah’s former husband, Newell. He 
responded with a thousand dollars. It was not easy to effect the 
transfer of the body. James had much trouble to secure the neces- 
sary permission from the authorities in Paris. At last that was 
obtained. Then it was that on the simple marble monument over 
her grave were engraved the words from Swinburne’s poem, 
“Tlicet,’”’ which Adah herself had chosen for the purpose and which 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti thought “quite sublime”: “Thou Knowest!”’ 
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(HE PAPERS OF THE FOOD ADMINISTRATION FOR 
LOUISIANA, 1917-1919, IN THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


By WILLIAM D. McCAIN* 


The unprecedented demands arising from the World War had 
already seriously disrupted the normal distribution of staple foods 
before the United States became a belligerent. After the declara- 
tion of war, further decreasing supplies and increasing prices 
resulted in the formation in Washington of a voluntary food con- 
trol organization and the introduction in Congress of measures for 
food control. The food organization or commission, while awaiting 
action by Congress, began a widespread educational campaign to 
impress upon the American people the vital necessity of reducing 
consumption and waste in foods.! 


The Food Control Act was finally passed on August 10, 1917.? 
On the same day President Woodrow Wilson issued an executive 
order appointing a United States Food Administrator and creating 
the United States Food Administration.* In accordance with a 
predetermined theory of centralized policy and decentralized exe- 
cution,* the United States Food Administrator immediately began 
the selection of Federal Food Administrators for the states and for 
Alaska, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, and Porto Rico.5 


On August 22, 1917, John M. Parker, a man prominent in the 
political and business life of New Orleans, was appointed Federal 
Food Administrator for Louisiana.6 He immediately selected 
Jacob M. Wilzin, a native of the Grand Duchy of Posen and a 


* This article was prepared by Dr. McCain while he was connected with The National 
Archives. He is now Director of the Department of Archives and History, State of Mississippi. 

1 Reports + the United States Food Administration and the United States Fuel Adminis- 
tration for the Year 1917 (Washington, 1918), p.7. 

2 Statutes at Large of the United States, 1917-1919, XL, 276-287. 

8 Executive Order No. 2679-A, August 10, 1917. The executive orders of the Presidents 

are deposited in The National Archives. 

4 Hearing before the Committee on A wre and Forestry, United States Senate, Siaty- 
Fifth Congress, First Session, Relative to 1917), pp.12, 18. 

5S Annual Report of the United States Food Administration for the Year 1918 (Washing- 
ton, 1919), p. 6. 

**Final Report of the United States Food Administration,” p.44, The National Archives, 
United States Food Administration, FA 1H-A25. Administrator Parker refused a seat in the 
United States Senate in 1918 and was governor of Louisiana from 1920 to 1924. 
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retired business man of New Orleans, as Assistant Food Adminis- 
trator; Herman J. Seiferth, a member of the staff of the Times- . 
Picayune and the dean of New Orleans newspaper men, as Director 
of Publicity and Chairman of the Agricultural Advisory Commit- 
tee; and Theodore Grunewald, a prominent New Orleans hotel 
owner, as Chairman of the Hotel and Restaurant Division.? These 
men rendered invaluable aid in organizing the state office at New 
Orleans and in creating a state-wide organization which Adminis- 
trator Parker later described as follows: 


.. . the state [was divided] into Congressional districts with 

a Food Administrator in charge of each district, he to be re- 

sponsible for all the parishes in his district and to recommend 

the Parish Food Administrators, of which there were sixty- 
four in the state, the Parish Food Administrators in turn 
to recommend the Ward Administrators, of which there were 
seven hundred eighty-one in the state. In addition thereto, 
all large towns or cities had a strong local man appointed as 

City Administrator so that we were able to keep in touch at 

all times with every district, every parish, every ward and 

every city, both in regard to rules and regulations and the 

— of instructions which were issued from time to 

me. 

Another early and important appointment by Administrator 
Parker was that of Allen H. Borden as Field Director of the 
Pledge Card Campaign. Under Borden’s direction the Louisiana 
Food Administration set a record in this campaign. The speed and 
energy of the staff were recognized by the following statement 
from O. B. Towne, Associate National Campaign Director: 


I give my personal pledge that Louisiana will receive the first 
shipment of window cards going out from Headquarters. Lou- 
isiana is the first one to be organized and the first one to be 
in shape to put on the campaign. We are certainly delighted 
with the progress being made in Louisiana, and I believe you 
will be the first with the returns. °® 


Administrator Parker, following a plan somewhat unusual in 
state food organizations, began the appointment of food adminis- 
trators for the congressional districts on October 1, 1917. The 
first and second districts, which included New Orleans, were united 
and administered by a committee composed of Hugh McCloskey, 
E. M. Stafford, and Jeff Hardin. Other administrators were J. 
- Allen Barnett, third district; S. B. Hicks, fourth district; F. G. 
“History of the Louisiana Food Administration,” National Archives, FA 6H-C1. 


® John M. Parker to C. W. Weeks, December 23, 1918, National Archives, FA 6H-C1. 
® National Archives, FA 119A-Al. 
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Hudson, fifth district; W. P. Connell, sixth district; Leland H. 
Moss, seventh district; and Henry E. Hardtner, eighth district. 
Hardin, whose business interests caused his resignation, was suc- 
ceeded on December 1 by A. Dumser, and on February 1, 1918, 
C. F. Crockett replaced Hardtner, who had become Assistant Food 

Administrator in charge of conservation. '° 


On October 1, 1917, S. J. Shwartz became State Merchant 
Representative for Louisiana. He immediately took charge of the 
distribution of food conservation posters and literature, and placed 
more than four million pieces with excellent effect. The selection 
of personnel was continued until the Louisiana Food Administra- 
tion had a staff of 566 members, of whom 542 were volunteers." 
Other important appointments were as follows: William Allen, 
in charge of the Hotel and Restaurant Division and later head of 
the Baking Division; H. M. Gill, Library Publicity Director; Edwin 
T. Merrick, Chief of the Enforcement Division; C. T. Beven, Chief 
of the Transportation Division; Benjamin T. Waldo, head of the 
Speakers’ Bureau; John M. Rogers, in charge of the Sugar Di- 
vision; Bryan Bell, head of the Cottonseed Division; Alice S. Hick- 
man, Home Economics Director; Mrs. Margaret Edgerton Moore, 
Director of School and College Activities; Mrs. Nellie Price Gra- 
ham, Editor of the Home Economics Bulletin; and J. Madison 
Vance, Director of Negro Educational Work.” 


The Louisiana Food Administration continued in full operation 
until November, 1918. After the signing of the Armistice, it was 
gradually disbanded and its papers and records were shipped to 
Washington early in 1919.1 There they were stored in various 
places and under various conditions until they were transferred in 
January, 1936, with the rest of the papers and records of the United 
States Food Administration, to The National Archives.‘* A survey 
of the Louisiana files, which were packed in seven large boxes 
and have a volume of approximately forty-five cubic feet, indicates 
that the papers and records were kept mainly in the offices of the 


10 ** of the Louisiana Food Administration,’’ National Archives, FA 6H-Ol. See 
also National ves, FA 119A-A6. 

11H. J. Seiferth to J. W. Hallowell, January 31, 1919, National Archives, FA 6H-Cl. 
This figure apparently includes parish administrators, but not ward administrators. Louisiana 
boasted of two women and one priest, Rev. M. A. Grace, 8S. J., as parish administrators. 

12 For payrolls, certificates of appointment, and other personnel records see National 
Archives, FA 6H-Al4; FA 6H-Cl1; Fa 6H-FP1; FA 19H-B9; FA 19H-Cl; FA 19H-C2; FA 
19H-C7; FA 19H-O8; FA 19H-J13; FA 119A-01; and FA 119A-C2. William Allen was suc- 
ceeded by Edward O. Wild. 


18 For an inventory of the Louisiana collection see National Archives, FA 6H-A9. 


14 Second Annual Report of the Archivist of the United States, 1935-1936 (Washington, 
1986), pp.13-14. 
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Federal Food Administrator, the Enforcement Division, and the 
Sugar Division. 


The bulk of the papers of the office of Administrator Parker 
is comparatively large, for it includes the correspondence and 
records of many of his assistants. Fourteen series of correspon- 


' dence, three series of reports, four series of miscellaneous records, 


and two series of record cards make up this collection. The general 
correspondence, which is arranged alphabetically by person, occu- 
pies 112 linear inches of drawer space. Other series include corres- 
pondence of the Administrator with the Washington office, the 
Federal Food Administrators, the district administrators, and the 
parish administrators; two files of telegrams; correspondence of 
the Hotel and Restaurant Division, the Baking Division, and the 
Director of School and College Activities; and Pledge Card Cam- 
paign and miscellaneous correspondence. The report files contain 
weekly reports of New Orleans bakers and reports of ice manu- 
facturers and dealers, as well as the duplicates of about forty 
different kinds of reports which licensees were required to send 
to Washington. The miscellaneous records are accounting papers, 
records of rice investigations, and mailing lists. The record cards 
comprise lists of all licensees in Louisiana and lists of all licensees 
required to make reports. The correspondence series measure 283 
linear inches, the reports 50 inches, the miscellaneous records 30 
inches, and the record cards 68 linear inches. 


The Enforcement Division was organized by Edwin T. Mer- 
rick, a former president of the Louisiana Bar Association, who was 
appointed on April 4, 1918. The multiplicity of food regulations 
so increased the enforcement work that Charles Rosen, Joseph W. 
Carroll, and John D. Miller were added as assistants. The division 
Was concerned principally with the interpretation of rules, the 
investigation of complaints, and the hearing of cases pertaining 
to the violation of regulations. Although public opinion was per- 
haps the most powerful factor in the enforcement of food regula- 
tions, at least two places of business in New Orleans were required 
to contribute $1000 each to the Red Cross in order to escape prose- 
cution for violations.’® In the course of its work the Enforcement 
Division accumulated two files of correspondence containing thirty 
linear inches of material and a card index measuring four linear 
inches. 


15 The Louisiana Food Administration occupied nearly two entire floors of the Canal Bank 
Annex Building in New Orleans. 


16 “History of the Louisiana Food Administration,” National Archives, FA 6H-C1. 
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Early in May, 1918, Assistant Administrator Wilzin, acting 
under orders from Washington, began to devise methods for super- 
vising the rationing of sugar in Louisiana. After May 15 all 
manufacturers were required to submit sworn statements, which 
were used to determine their monthly allotments of sugar. On 
July 1 public eating places, bakers, and retail dealers were brought 
under the rationing plan and were required to file statements. 
Sugar distribution certificates, which were to be passed back from 
wholesalers through refiners and manufacturers of sugar to the 
Federal Food Administrator, were then issued to each firm for the 
amount of its monthly allotment.!7 The work of determining allot- 
ments and of issuing certificates soon became so heavy that John 
M. Rogers, food administrator for De Soto — was placed in 
charge of the Sugar Division. 


Before the control of sugar distribution was abandoned on 
December 1, 1918, approximately 12,000 Louisiana firms had filed 
statements.!® So efficiently had the rationing plan been conducted 
that Administrator Parker could boast: “Varied changes in the 
per capita consumption of sugar were probably adhered to more 
strictly in Louisiana than any state in the Union. In other words, 
we produced more sugar and consumed less, which is tribute to 
the patriotism of our people.”?° The story of this excellent achieve- 
ment may be found in the two series of correspondence and the 
fourteen series of sugar statements and records which the Sugar 
Division accumulated. The correspondence contains 14 linear 
inches of material and the statements and records occupy 370 
linear inches of drawer space. 


Papers and records pertaining to food control] in Louisiana are 
scattered throughout the files of practically all the divisions of the 
Washington office of the United States Food Administration. The 
documents accumulated by the States Administration Division, 
“which served as a ‘clearing house’ for all.matters flowing to and 
from the State Administrators,” ?? the license applications and re- 


ae Joshua Bernhardt, Government Control of the Sugar Industry in the United States 
(New York, 1920), pp.64-67; Albert N. Merritt, ‘‘War Time Control of Distribution of Foods,” 
pp. National Archives, FA 14H-Cl. 
“Questionnanes No. 2 for Report of Federal Food Administrators, July, 1918,’’ National 

FA 6H-Cl. 

19 Ibid. 

20 John M. Parker to C. W. Weeks, December 23, 1918, National Archives, FA 6H-Cl. 

21 Full details of the Louisiana collection may be found in the typewritten ‘Classification 
Scheme” of the United States Food Administration prepared by the Division of Classification 
of The National Archives. See also Third Annual Report of the Archivist of the United States, 
1936-1937 (Washington, 1937), pp.150-153. 

22‘‘Final Report of the United States Food Administration,”’ pre National Archives, FA 
1H-A25. See also Everett 8. Brown, “Archives of the Food Administration as Historical 
ong + Annual Report of the American Historical Association, 1917 (Washington, 1920), 
pp.124- 
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ports of licensees in the License Division, the publicity material 
in the Educational Division, and the reports and records of the 
Cereal and the Enforcement Divisions are especially important for 
students of Louisiana history. Equally valuable are the records of 
the Sugar Equalization Board and the Grain Corporation, subsidi- 
aries of the United States Food Administration. 


The United States Food Administration, through its state and 
local organizations, touched the lives and affected the habits of all 
residents of this country. The papers and records of the Food 
Administration for Louisiana tell a vivid story of its influence and 
effect on the people of that state. The thousands of letters and the 
voluminous records give a dramatic picture of a gigantic campaign 
designed to induce a civilian population to deny itself food in order 
that Europe might have sustenance—“to sit at a common table 
with the Allies.” The historian interested in the political, economic, 
social, or intellectual life of the people of Louisiana will find a 
wealth of material in these files. A large part of the papers and 
records will be useful to persons interested in biography and family 
history. The great number of license applications of dealers, manu- 
facturers; millers, and fishermen; the numerous reports and ques- 
tionnaires submitted by licensees; and the large quantity of sugar 
distribution records will be of special value for the study of the 
agricultural, commercial, and industrial development of the state 
and the economic life of its inhabitants during the World War. 
These papers and records, now classified and available, remain 
almost untouched by the historian and offer to him sources of 
unquestionable value. 2* 


23 The following are the only extensive studies of state food administrations: Ivan L. 
Pollock, The Food Administration in Iowa, Chronicles of the World War edited by Benjamin 
F. Shambaugh (lowa City, 1925, 2 vols.); George Nox McCain, War Rations for Pennsylvania, 
the Story of the Operations of the Federal Food Administration in Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, 
1920). Two other volumes of interest on state organizations are Report of the New York State 
Food Commission for Period October 18, 1917, to July 1, 1918, with Supplementary Report 
for Four Months Ending November 1, 1918 (Albany, 1919); First Annual Report of the Food 
— to the Governor of Porto Rico, May, 1917, to June 30, 1918 (San Juan, P. R., 
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RECORDS OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF LOUISIANA 
LXXVI. 


August-September, 1752. 
(Continued from April, 1938, Quarterly) 


By HELOISE H. CRUZAT 


Marginal Notes by Henry P. Dart 
(Revised by Walter Prichard) 


By the Editor of the Quarterly 


List of Officials of Louisiana participating in the work of 
the Superior Council of Louisiana contained in this installment: 


De Vaudreuil, Pierre Rigaud 
Cavagnol, Governor 


Michel de la Rouvilliere, Hon- 
ore, Commissioner General 

of the Marine, Intendant, 
and First Councillor 


D’Auberville, Vincent Guil- 
laume le Seneschal, Com- 
missioner of the Marine and 
Second Councillor 


Fleuriau, Francois, Procureur 
General 


Raguet, Jean Baptiste, Dean of 
the Councillors, and acting 
Procureur General 


Le Bretton, Louis Cesaire, 


Councillor Assessor 


De la Lande d’Apremont, 
Charles, Councillor Assessor 


Kernion, Jean Francois Huchet 
de, Councillor Assessor, and 
acting Procureur General 


(due to illness and death of 
Fleuriau) 


Desclozeaux, Jean Baptiste 
Claude Bobé, Commissioner 
of the Marine and Judge at 
Mobile | 


Henry, Nicolas, Chief Clerk of 
the Superior Council and 


Notary 


Membréde, Chevalier de, Town 
Major of New Orleans 


Lenormand, Marin, Sheriff 


Chantalou, Augustin, Clerk of 
the Superior Council and 
Notary 


Garic, Jean Baptiste, Attor- 
ney and Notary 


Chanfret, Claude Trenaunay 
de, Judge and Subdelegate 
at Pointe Coupée 


Deverges, Engineer of the King 
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August 1,1752. Petition to Superior Council by Widow Pi- 
query, to be allowed to have Sr. Cantrelle 


2 pp. cited, as Curator of deceased Cariton’s suc- 
Petition of cession, for payment for 599 pounds of 
era flour, and of 17 sols for baking, succession 


to bear costs. Signed: Veuve Piquery. 
August 1, 1752.—Permit to cite at the 


Permit to cite. next session of Council. Signed: D’Auber- 
ville. 
Notice served. August 1, 1752.—Notice of citation 


served on Sr. Jacques Cantrelle, at his 
domicile in New Orleans, leaving him copy of petition and this 
notice, which was certified, by Lenormand. 


August 1. Petition to Superior Council by Widow Pi- 
query for payment for 1726 pounds of 
114 pp. flour, for tickets and cards, and moreover 
the sum of 215 livres for baking, 185 


eee pounds furnished in 1747; 50 pounds fur- 


nished to the sixth of March, 1747, and 50 
livres more for the baking of the last ten quarters. She prays 
that M. Tixerant, Sr., be cited to appear before the Council at its 
next session, to hear. himself condemned to pay the 1726 livres, 
with the sum of 215 livres for cooking, plus the interest and 
costs. Signed: Veuve Piquery. 


Permit to cite. August 1, 1752.—Permit to cite granted 
by D’Auberville. 
Notice served. August 1, 1752. —wNotice served on Sr. 


Tixerant, on petition of Widow Piquery, to 
appear before Superior Council next Saturday to answer on 
aforesaid petition. Copy of petition and notice certified, left 
by Lenormand. 


August 1. — Petition by Marie Jeanne d’Auville, widow of 

Sr. Jacques Chauvin, for payment of 2259 
214 pp. livres due by succession of Jacques Cariton, 
on his note, hereto annexed, bearing date 
recovery by of May 4 and June 1, 1751. wherefore she 


we eemvin. prays that Sr. Cantrelle, as Curator of said 
succession, be cited to pay the said sum. (No signature). 


August 1, 1752.—Permit to cite at next 


Permit to cite. session of Superior Council. Signed: 
D’ Auberville. 
Nations served. August 2, 1752.—Notice served on Sr. 


Cantrelle, on petition of Widow Chauvin, 
at his domicile in New Orleans, speaking to him personally. 
Signed: Lenormand. 
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August 2. Petition by Jean Baptiste Claude Bobé Des- 

1p closeaux, acting under procuration of Dame 
: ‘ Roze Madeleine Malo, widow of deceased 
on OF Sr. Louis Joseph Bizoton, claiming 3000 

Eres livres due by succession of deceased M. 
Diron, on a bill of exchange, drawn on M. Dartaguette, his 
brother, in Paris, which bill of exchange was protested. As the 
said sum was deposited with M. Henry, Greffier of the Council, 
following account rendered by him to the heirs of M. Diron, he 
prays that M. Henry be cited, and that he be duly discharged 
from said account. Signed: Bobé Descloseaux. 


August 1, 1752.—Permit to appear 
before the Council at its next session, with- 
out costs. Signed: Michel. 


August 2, 1752.—Held as _ notified. 
(Illegible) . . . said sum reserved and am 

ready to remit it to whom ordered, with 
good and valid discharge. Signed: Henry (paraph). 


Upper margin of document creased and torn; right margin 
torn and charred. 


August 2. Petition to the Superior Council by Sr. Cou- 

turier, surgeon of the Swiss and tutor of 
1 p. minor heirs of deceased Le Kintrek called 
Petition for Dupont, represents that it is impossible for 
a him to hold to agreement made between 


Le Kintrek and Sr. Mesnard, having no 
skins to carry it out, those there were having been sold judicially 
for security of the money due to other creditors of this succession. 
There was no contract between them, the contract being passed, 
as a favor, with Courtableau. That Srs. Pictet and Caminada, 
bearers of an order, will have to be satisfied to receive the 
money advanced by Sr. Mesnard, which will be paid immediately 
when ordered. They pray that case of Srs. Pictet and Caminada 
be thrown out of court and that the debt of Dupont be paid in 
current specie, according to the value it now has. Signed: 
Garic, Pror. 


August 9, 1752.—Humbly petition Pictet 
payment of and Caminada, wholesale merchants of 

New Orleans, stating that they hold pro- 
curation of Mesnard, dated September 3, 1749, for full and com- 
plete payment of the policy between them and Sr. Le Kintrek 
for the said skins, which payment they were unable to obtain 
during his life; wherefore considering the procuration and notes, 
the petitioners pray that Sr. Couturier be cited, as tutor of the 
minor heirs of said deceased, and condemned to pay in kind 
the 114 deer skins, as per notes and agreement, with interest, 
costs and expense. Signed: Pictet and Caminada. 


~ 
a 
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August 9, 1752.—Permit to cite at next 


Permit to cite. session of Superior Council. Signed: 
Raguet. 
Netice served. August 9, 1752.—Notice served on Sr. 


Couturier, at his domicile in New Orleans, 
as tutor of the Le Kintrek minors, to appear before the Council, 
on Saturday, September 8th, at 8 A.M., to answer on said peti- 
tion, copies of the notes, procuration dnd petition being left 
with the notice, which has been certified... Signed: Lenormand. 


Session of the Superior Council of August 5, 


August 5. 1752, where were MM. de Vaudreuil, Gov- 
ernor; Michel, Commissioner General of the 
No. 1319. Marine, Ordonnateur and First Councillor; 
Dauberville, Commissioner of the Marine 
and Second Councillor; Bobé Desclozeaux, 


Commissioner of the Marine and Judge at 

Mobile; and Kernion and M. Le Bretton, 
Councillors Assessors. Judgments rendered in the following 
cases: 


1. M. Desclozeaux, in his capacity, 

on ga plaintiff, vs. Sr. Henry, defendant: The 

Court, considering the demands and de- 

fenses of the parties, has condemned M. Henry to “empty his 

hands” of the sum of 3000 livres, to M. Desclozeaux, who will 

provide for the costs against Sr. Millet, bearer of procuration of 
M. Champbert, heir of M. Diron. 


. 2. The widow of Sr. Jacques Chauvin, 
—~ plaintiff, vs. Sr. Cantrelle, in his capacity, 
— defendant: The case heard, the Council has 


& condemned the defendant to pay to plain- 
tiff the sum of 2024 livres, as per note; Sr. Taux to bear costs. 


8. Sr. Coupri, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Cantrelle, 
defendant: Council has condemned the de- 
fendant to pay to the plaintiff the sum of 
225 livres, and to bear costs. 


ee 4. Sr. Jacques Massicot, plaintiff, vs. 
Cantrelle. Sr. Cantrelle, defendant: Council has con- 

i demned Cantrelle to pay on account the 
sum of 600 livres, and the remainder as soon as he will be able 
to do so; costs on succession. 


Coupri vs. 
Cantrelle. 


Garic, for 5. Widow Piquery, Sr. Garic acting for 
Lag , her, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Cantrelle, defendant: 
as tutor. Council has ordered Sr. Cantrelle to return 


in kind the quantity of flour, to pay the 171 
livres, 10 sols, and to bear costs. 


. 
4 
. 
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ER 6. Sr. Delisle Dupare (Dupart), plain- 
Gonzalle. tiff, vs. Jean Baptiste Gonzalle, defendant: 
Considering the decree in default of July 
1, 1752, the case heard, the Council has condemned Gonzalle to 
pay the sum of 645 livres, as per note of March 18, 1746, and to 
bear costs. 
a 7. Sr. Lesassier, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Can- 
Cantrelle. trelle, named defendant: The Council has 
dismissed the case, as the obligation has not 
fallen due, and that the special hypothecation still exists. Costs 
compensated. 


ae 8. Sr. Goudeau, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Coutu- 
Couturier, rier, as tutor of Le Kintrek minors, defend- 


ant: Council has ordered Sr. Couturier to 
pay the sum of 904 livres, 16 sols, 3 deniers, within two months, 
and to bear costs. inn at 
Widow 9. idow Haville, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Cou- 
turier, defendant: Council has ordered Sr. 

Couturier to pay the sum of 840 livres in 
two months, and to bear costs. 


See : 10. Sr. Barbin, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Pradel, 
Pradel. defendant: After having heard the demands 

and defenses of the parties, the Council has 
estimated the canoe taken by the negroes at 350 livres, which 
shall be paid in the following manner: 210 livres by Sr. Pradel; 
that of 140 livres by Rev. Father Dagobert, Curé and Director 
of the Hospital, owner of Sr. Alexandre’s negro. Costs to be 
borne by defendants. (Note: Petition and defense appear in the 


index of July, 1752.) 

ae Shae 11. Sr. de Verbois, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Du- 

Dubois. bois, defendant: The Council, in interpret- 
ing the decree of July 1st, had no intention 

of absorbing the interest due by Sr. Dubois, and condemns him 


to pay the interest and to bear costs. 


Renaud, alias | 12. Claude Renaud, alias Avignon, plain- 
Avignon, vs. tiff, vs. Louis Brazilier, defendant: Council 


has ordered payment at the rate of one 
marc to the livre, with the other creditors, and condemns Sr. 
Taux to pay costs. 
13. Sr. Dubreuil, Sr. Garic representing 
Tixerant. him, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Tixerant, defendant: 
Conncil has condemned Sr. Tixerant to pay 
to plaintiff the sum he claims and to bear costs. 


a 14. Widow Piquery, Sr. Garic acting as 

=. Taeremt her attorney, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Tixerant, de- 

fendant: Council has rendered decree in 

default and ordered Tixerant to be cited again at the next ses- 
sion. 
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edtete 15. Sr. Pierre Delisle Dupare (Dupart), 

vs. Jung. plaintiff, vs. Sr. Jung: defendant: Council 
has given default against defendant for 

non-appearance and ordered him cited again. Costs pending. 


RIA NS 16. Sr. Vollant, petitioner: Council has 
for sale. permitted the sale, after compliance with 

the usual formalities, before M. Raguet, the 
funds proceeding therefrom to be replaced in immovables, for 
the safety of the minors. 


17. Mr. Kernion demands homologation 
homologation. of the opinion of the assembled relatives: 

The Council has homologated the advice of 
relatives for execution in its form and tenor, and orders M. Dreux 
to go over accounts of M. Kernion. Costs pending before M. 
Raguet. 
18. Council orders that inventory be 
Order for made of goods of Sr. Touranjot, before M. 


eigen: Kernion, for purpose of division asked. 
Costs pending. 

Pierre 19. Sr. Benoist de Ste. Claire (St. Clair), 

Fortier. plaintiff: Council orders arbitration sen- 


tence to be homologated, to be executed 
according to its form and tenor, and in consequence condemns 
Sr. Fortier (elsewhere ‘‘Forestier’’) to pay the sum of (blank), 
and to bear costs. 
20. Sr. Panede, petitioner to Council for 
Panede, registering contract and donation: Council 
has ordered that it be registered. 


21. The wife of Beaudreau called Grave- 

petitioner. line, petitioner: Council orders inquiry to 

be made before M. Raguet, in the presence 

of the Procureur of the King, the report thereof to be made to 
the Council, and ordered what shall appertain. 

Document signed at top and bottom of each page: Michel. 


August 5. Session of the Superior Council of said date, 

where were MM. de Vaudreuil, Governor; 
1014 pp. Michel, General Commissioner of the Ma- 
rine, Ordonnateur and First Councillor; 
Superior Dauberville, Commissioner of the Marine 
TOnslened | and Second Councillor; Bobé Desclozeaux, 
copy). Commissioner of the Marine and Judge at 


Mobile; Le Bretton and Kernion, Council- 
lors Assessors. Judgments rendered in the following cases: 


Sichid:ideiceenen, 1. M. Claude Bobé Desclozeaux, Com- 
for Widow missioner of the Marine, Judge at Mobile, 
io. holding procuration of Dame Roze Magde- 


laine Malo, widow of deceased Sr. Louis 


‘Ly 
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Joseph Bizoton, plaintiff, vs. M. Henry, former Greffier of the 
Superior Council, and trustee of the funds of deceased M. Diron, 
of this Colony, defendant: Seen the petition of Mr. Desclozeaux, 
showing that he took charge of the procuration of the said lady, 
Widow Bizoton, for the purpose of receiving a sum of 3000 
livres, due to her by the succession of deceased M. Diron, for the 
amount of a bill of exchange, which the said Diron had drawn 
on his brother at Paris, which was protested; as the said sum is 
deposited in the hands of M. Henry, former Greffier of the Coun- 
cil, who is willing to remit it with a good and valid discharge, 
let Sr. Henry be cited at the next audience of the Council, to say 
that he will remit the sum which remained in his hands for the 
account he rendered to the Procureur (attorney) of the heirs of 
M. Diron; Seen the copy of the said letter of exchange, on date 
of May, 1739, and the protest thereof by Jean Merfin, usher and 
crier at the Chatelet of Paris, of April 9, 1744; the procuration 
of Madam Widow Bizoton, of the 5th of last January, passed | 
before Judde and Quinqu, duly legalized; seen the defense of 
Sr. Henry, stating that he has reserved to himself the said sum 
of 3000 livres, which he is ready to turn over when so ordered 
by justice, on condition of good and valid discharge: The Coun- 
cil orders M. Henry to turn over the said sum of 3000 livres to 
M. Desclozeaux, of which he will be duly and validly discharged, 
and that said M. Desclozeaux will provide for the costs against 
Sr. Millet, holding procuration of M. Lambert, heir of M. Diron. 


Given, etc. .... 
2. Marie Jeanne Dauville, widow of de- 


ae ee ceased Jacques Chauvin, residing at Mo- 
vs. Cantrelle, bile, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Jacques Cantrelle, 
ato ga curator of the succession of deceased Cari- 
of Cariton. ton, defendant: Seen the petition presented 


by the said Widow Chauvin, stating that 
said succession is indebted to her for 2159 livres, as per note of 
May 4th and June 1, 1751, of which she cannot obtain payment, 
wherefore she prays that Sr. Cantrelle, as curator, be cited be- 
fore the Council, to be condemned to pay the debt of the suc- 


cession and costs. | 
3. Sr. Jean Coupry (spelled otherwise 


i elsewhere), plaintiff, vs. Sr. Cantrelle, as 
eadineaeens asi defendant: Seen the petition of J. Coupry, 


and order of the 29th of last July, the said petition stating that 
deceased Jean Cariton owes 225 livres for a cask of Bordeaux 
wine, delivered to him February 21st, from the cargo of “L’Ai- 
mable Suzanne” from the Cape, payable in three months, follow- 
ing certified account, furnished defendant on his request, and 
though he acknowledges the debt, says that he cannot pay it 
until so authorized by law, wherefore plaintiff prays that he be 
cited, to be condemned to pay said sum. The Council has con- 
demned and condemns Sr. Cantrelle, as Curator, to pay 2265 li- 
vres, and the succession to bear costs. 
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ii 4. Jacques Massicot, plaintiff, vs. Sr. 
Cantrelle, Cantrelle, in his capacity, defendant: Seen 
pc aires the petition of Sr. Massicot, order and cer- 
tification of July 21st and 25th, stating that deceased Cariton 
owed him 1638 livres, 10 sols, for merchandise delivered to him, 
following receipts of the 3rd and 19th of October, 1751, and of 
March 28, 1752, on which the plaintiff received on account 161 
livres, 10 sols, the balance of 1377 livres, which Sr. Cantrelle 
has refused to pay; plaintiff prays that he may be cited, that 
he may be condemned to pay debt, interest and costs: Council 
has ordered Cantrelle to pay sum claimed as soon as he will have 
received the funds of said succession. Costs on succesion. 


5. Widow Piquery, baker, plaintiff, vs. 


Sr. Cantrelle, defendant: Seen the peti- 
peta tion, order and certification, of the first of 


the present month, plaintiff claiming 599 pounds of flour de- 
livered, and moreover 17 livres, 10 sols, for baking; she prays 
that Sr. Cantrelle, curator of his succession, be cited at the next 
session of the Council, to be condemned to pay said debts: The 
Council has ordered Sr. Cantrelle to return in kind 599 pounds 
of flour, and the sum due for baking, and costs of Court to be 


paid by succession. (Dupart) 

6. Delisle calle upare upart), 
any agi plaintiff, vs. Jean Baptiste Gonzalle, de- 

fendant: Seen the decree in default issued 
against the defendant on July lst, petition and certification of 
June 27th, stating that Sr. Gonzalle owes a sum of 6465 livres, as 
shown by his note of March 18, 1746, in favor of Sr. Labrosse, 


transferred April 12th of said year, wherefore plaintiff prays 


that said Gonzalle be cited before the Council. Council has given 
judgment in default against defendant and ordered that he be 
cited again: The Council has condemned Sr. Gonzalle to pay 
645 livres, as carried in his note, and to bear the costs of court. 


Speen 7. Sr. Le Sassier, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Can- 
vs. Cantrelle, trelle, defendant: Seen the petition of Sr. 
pt <page _Le Sassier, the order and certification of 
July 24th and 25th, stating that deceased Cariton and one Van- 
drevek are indebted to him for the sum of 3619 livres, 5 sols, for 
merchandise delivered to them, following obligation hereto an- 
nexed, December 15, 1751; which he demanded from Sr. Can- 
trelle, curator of Cariton succession, who refused to pay; he 
prays that Sr. Cantrelle be cited at the next session of the Coun- 
cil, to be compelled to pay said debt, as a preferred one, as the 
funds of said succession proceed from the sale of said merchan- 
dise, sold at auction after decease of said Cariton: The Council, 
having heard Sr. Cantrelle and seen the obligation passed be- 
fore M. Henry, that debt was to be paid in equal sums, one half 
in December, 1751, and the other half the following year, holds 
Sr. Lesassier to the terms of the obligation, on which there is a 
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special hypothecation, still in strength, on Cariton’s house in 
New Orleans. Costs compensated. 


Geudeou vs. 8. Francois Goudeau, plaintiff, vs. Sr. 
Couturier, as tutor of Le Kintrek minors, 


defendant: Seen the petition, order and 
certification of July 31st, stating that said 
succession is indebted to Sr. Goudeau for the sum of 904 livres, 
16 sols, 3 deniers, of which he cannot obtain payment; he prays 
that Sr. Couturier be cited before the Council, to be thereto com- 
pelled: Council condemns defendant to pay sum claimed in two 
months, and succession must bear costs. 


9. Genevieve Butorde, widow of Fran- 


vs. cois Haville, plaintiff, vs. the said Coutu- 
— rier, as tutor, defendant: The widow states 


that deceased Le Kintrek owed her 840 livres, as shown by his 

ynote, and prays that Sr. Couturier be cited: Seen the note dated 
October 11, 1751, Council condemns Sr. Couturier to pay said 
note in two months, succession to bear costs of court. 


- 10. Seen the petition presented by Sr. 
a. Barbin, order and certification of the 26th 

and 29th of July, with the statement that 
last year his canoe was taken. Sr. Pradel being at Fuselier’s told 
the plaintiff that it was useless to have search instituted, as two 
negroes, with a negress of his and two slaves of Sr. Alexandre, 
took it, whereon the plaintiff filed his declaration in Registry. 
Sr. Pradel was detained without having overtaken the said ne- 
groes, but Barbin, needing his canoe, wrote to Pradel to buy him 
another to replace it, as his negroes stole it. He disculpated him- 
self, saying that his negroes had run away, but that it was not 
proven that they were in his canoe, and Sr. Barbin bought one, 
for which he paid 400 livres, and produced the receipt. He 
prays that Sr. Pradel be cited and condemned to reimburse the 
price of the canoe he bought from M. Belthremieux. Sr. Pradel 
in his defense says his negroes were accomplices in taking the 
canoe, but that they were not alone; there was a Spanish mulat- 
to, who is dead, and two slaves of Sr. Alexandre, therefore he 
is responsible for three-fifths, and the canoe’s value was 200 
livres, and not 400 livres as claimed: “The Council has examined 
and duly considered the defense, and values the canoe taken at 
350 livres, which shall be paid, 210 livres by Sr. Pradel, and 140 
livres by Rev. P. Dagobert, Curé and Director of the Hospital, 
owner of Sr. Alexandre’s negro, and costs to be on defendant. 

(Note: Statement of Barbin is in index of July, 1752.) 


11. Sieurs de Verbois and de Lhommer, 


Dubele, for" married to Marguerite and Laurence Del- 
éry, plaintiffs, vs. Sr. Dubois, settler, de- 
rae oe fendant: Seen the petition presented by 
principal. the plaintiffs, order and certification, of 


the first of the present month, petition stat- 


Claude Renaud 


884 . _ The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


ing that defendant owes 4500 livres for a negro belonging to the 
Misses Deléry, and moreover 450 livres are due for interest on 
the said sum, wherefore they pray that said Dubois be cited be- 
fore the Council. There intervened a decree granting defendant 
time to pay the capital, and in the said decree the 450 livres 
interest are not mentioned, which he refuses to pay: The Coun- 
cil, in the decree of July 1st, did not intend to absorb the interest 
due, and consequently has condemned and does condemn him to 
pay | the plaintiffs the sum of 450 livres interest due, and to bear 
costs. 

12. Claude Renaud called Avignon, 
vs. Brazillier, plaintiff, vs. deceased Louis Brazillier, de- 
resign fendant: Petition and order of July 11th 
and 12th, showing that said Brazillier called Tarascon owed a 
sum of 227 livres, on a note dated September 30, 1750, of which 
plaintiff cannot obtain payment, and therefore prays that he be 
cited before the Council: The Council has ordered and does 
order that the plaintiff will be paid with the other creditors, at 
the rate of a marc to the livre; costs on the succession. 


13. Sr. Dubreuil, represented by Sr. 
Tixerant, for Garic, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Tixerant, ise gem 
eee See On the 17th and 31st of July, Dubreuil pre- 
sented a petition, showing that Tixerant was indebted to him for 
a sum of 4738 livres, 10 sols, on an obligation, before notary, 
dated March 11, 1741; a note dated July 7, 1744, for 11 quarters 
of corn at 7 livres, 10 sols, the quarter, amounting to 82 livres, 
10 sols; another note of the 9th of February, 1735, for 40 livres; 
in all 4861 livres, and not being able to obtain payment, he prays 
that he may be cited, to be condemned to pay said sum, plus in- 
terest and costs: Seen the obligation passed before M. Henry, 
Notary, on date of March 11, 1741, those of 1735 and 1744, the 
Council has condemned Sr. Tixerant to pay the sum of 4861 li- 
vres, as per notes and obligation aforesaid, and to bear costs of 
court. 

14. Widow Piquery, baker, represented 


| by her Attorney, Sr. Garic, plaintiff, vs. Sr. 
for aeee, Louis Tixerant, Sr., defendant: The peti- 


tion states that Sr. Tixerant owes her 1726 pounds of flour she 
furnished him, proven by vouchers, and moreover 215 livres for 
baking, to wit: 175 pounds according to account of March 6, 
1747; 50 livres for baking. Being unable to obtain payment, she 
prays that Sr. Tixerant be cited to appear before Council at its 
next session, to hear himself condemned to pay the debt, interest 
and costs: Council has decreed first default against Sr. Tixerant, 
and ordered that he be cited again. Costs pending. 


Gene 15. Sr. Nicolas Delisle Dupare (Dupart), 
for indemnity — plaintiff, vs. Sr. André Jung, defendant: 
ao The petition shows that on the 31st of July 
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sae ot ether and 1st of the present month, that on the 
by Jung’s dis- nineteenth of September, 1750, he made an 
a agreement for his plantation, five negroes, 
‘nieces d’Inde,’”’ and four negresses, on the 


condition that it be governed as a good 
father of family, which supposed that the 
negroes would not be withdrawn therefrom, which was not com- 
plied with. Notwithstanding this condition, the defendant hired 
the negroes to work on the fort at the turn of the river. The 
plaintiff remonstrated with Sr. Jung that he went against all 
conventions of their agreement, which worked the ruin of his 
plantation. They agreed that plaintiff would place there a per- 
son who had been on the New Champagne, at 50 livres per 
month, which said Delisle paid, and of which defendant refuses 
to hold account, notwithstanding his promise; that moreover Sr. 
Jung, by the clauses of the lease, is held responsible for all the 
accidents that may happen to the slaves, except in the case of 
natural death. One of them, whilst chopping, received a splinter 
in his eye, which owing to Sr. Jung’s neglect caused the loss of 
his eye. He kept him two months before remitting him to his 
master, who refused to receive him in this condition, whereon 
Sr. Jung answered that Delisle could have him treated and that 
his hire would be paid for the time he could not work. He re- 
mained two months, and lost his eye, which diminished his value 
considerably; he asks 50 livres for hire, and an indemnity, which 
he prays the Council to grant, and the salary paid for the man- 
agement of the plantation, and that he bear costs: The Council 
has rendered judgment against defendant, and ordered that he 
be cited again at the next audience. Costs pending. 


Petition of 16. Gregoire Vollant, commanding the 
Goagetes Velient 4th Company of the Swiss Regiment of 
coll plantation, Karrer, garrisoned in this City, petitioner: 


His petition states that he has a small plan- 
tation of six arpents by ordinary depth on the Mississippi River, 
which he had acquired in community with his deceased wife, 
Marthe Chauvin. Said plantation is situated above New Orleans, 
between Sr. Lagautrais and Delino, on which there is a house 
built of upright joists, a pigeon house built in like manner with 
the lower part of brick; said plantation being too small and not 
having space enough to raise cattle, and finding occasion to pur- 
chase one of greater extent, higher up, measuring 14 arpents by 
same depth, which is preferable for the interest of the children, 
but which he cannot acquire but by sale of the smaller one, 
wherefore he prays for permit to sell, and for that purpose that 
a family meeting be convened to deliberate thereon. 


The Council, following conclusions of the Procureur Gen- 
eral of the King, orders that relatives and friends of the minor 
heirs be assembled before M. Raguet, in the presence of the Pro- 
cureur General, and that the funds proceeding from said sale be 
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replaced in immovables for the security of the minors. Given in 
the Council Chamber. 


17. M. Huchet de Kernion, Councillor 
family meeting. Assessor, petitioner: On conclusions of the 

Procureur General of the King, the Council 
has permitted to convene a meeting of relatives, or friends in 
default of relatives, of Antoinette Rivarde, to deliberate on the 
emancipation of the said young lady and to name a Curator to 
aid and assist her with his advice. The family meeting before 
M. Raguet, on July 24th, elected Sr. Dreux as Curator to Jeanne 
Antoinette Rivarde, and he begs that it may please the Council 
to homologate the election and to serve letters of benefit of age; 
that moreover the said Sr. Kernion wishes to render account of 
his administration of the goods of his stepdaughter and ward, 
wherefore he prays that Miss Rivarde and her Curator appear 
before the Superior Council to receive said account. 


The Council has homologated and does homologate the said 
appointment and orders Sr. Dreux to receive the accounts, to 
pass them to M. Raguet, on whose report shall be ordered what 
shall appertain. “Given.” 


Louis Brazillier 18. Sr. Louis Brazillier called Touran- 
jeot, resident at Bayou St. John, petition- 
taken. er: Petition states that he was married to 
Jeanne Tremant of this Colony, who died 

here twenty-five years ago, from whom he had two children, 
who are now of age, and that inventory was never made, where- 
fore the community has continued to this day, and wishing to 
avoid all contestation he wishes to make an inventory of all his 
goods before one of the Councillors it may please the Council to 
appoint, to proceed to division of said goods. The Council orders 
inventory to be made before M. Kernion, Councillor Assessor, 
named Commissioner on this case, for the purpose of making a 


division. 

Sida hi lie 3 19. Sr. Benoist de Ste. Claire (St. Clair), 
St. Clair vs. plaintiff, vs. Michel Forestier, as tutor of 
Feanatben, minor children of Catherine Baudreau, 
as tutor. Widow Gervais, defendant: Seen the de- 


cree of Council of the first of last July, 
which sent the parties out of Court before MM. Nouguez and 
Le Sassier, arbitrators named by the parties, with M. Olivier, be- 
fore whom report will be produced, costs pending. Seen the said 
sentence of arbitration of the 12th of last July, signed by MM. 
Olivier de Vezin, Nouguez and Le Sassier, stating that having 
carefully examined the letters written to Widow Gervais and 
those written by her to Sr. Benoist, noted sums received and sent, 
and they, on their soul and conscience, find that the sum of 2900 
livres is due to said Benoist on the succession of deceased Widow 
Gervais, which must be paid by Michel Forestier, tutor of the 
minors, and once paid the parties will have no demand nor pre- 
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tensions against each other, and all papers and notes will be 
null. The Council has ordered and does order that the said sen- 
tence of arbitration be and remain homologated, to be executed 
according to its form and tenor. Sr. Forestier, as tutor, is con- 
demned to pay said Benoist 2900 livres, and costs of court. 


20. Antoine Panede, petitioner, for fil- 


panetion ing in Registry a donation made between 
Antoine Panede him and Claudine Grison, widow of de- 
ee ceased Pierre Le Roy called Ferrand, by 
in Registry. contract of marriage of a child’s share 


made to each other: Seen the marriage 
contract and the donation, also the conclusions of the Procureur 
General of the King, following which the Council has ordered 
and does order that said donation be registered in Registry of 
the Superior Council, to be executed in its form and tenor. 


21. Marie Catherine Vincennes, wife of 
Jean Baptiste Baudreau called Graveline, 
of property to petitioner: She states that the prodigality 
of said Baudreau and usual bad business 
transactions expose her to total ruin, as 
well as her large family; he has sold the only remaining negro, 
and notwithstanding the quantity of merchandise which he car- 
ried from here, with proceeds of sale of said negro, he contracted 
in New Orleans and in Mobile more than 1000 livres of debts, 
and to protect herself the petitioner asks for separation of prop- 
erty, and appeals to the integrity of the Council that it may be 
granted her for safety against the menace. She wishes to secure © 
the rights given her by her marriage contract, the acquisitions 
made by her labor and care, and the succor given her by her 
mother at the time of the cruel death of her husband, and for 
the preservation of the gifts given to her children by her de- 
ceased mother, all of which she can prove by reliable witnesses 
concerning the bad conduct of her husband, and that the lady 
took patience hoping that he would change, and that it is only 
as a last resource that she takes this action. She prays that wit- 
nesses be cited, on the conclusions of the Procureur General of 
the King, for the Council, on his report, to allow her to take 13 
head of horned cattle, carried in her marriage contract, and that 
for security of her dower the house and lot they own in this City 
will remain hypothecated to her, that Baudreau be prohibited 
to take any of the cattle given to them by petitioner as well as 
Sr. Laville; and finally that she be permitted to hold the negress 
Marie and her family and Valentin, as acquired from her money 
and labor, and of those furnished her by her deceased mother. 


The Council has ordered and hereby orders that inquiry will 
be made into the facts mentioned by the petitioner, before M. 
Raguet, on whose report and on the conclusions of the Procureur 
General of the King to be ordered what shall appertain. 
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Excerpt from the sessions of the Superior 


August 5. Council of the Province of Louisiana. Seen 

the petition presented as a complaint on 
——— —— the prodigality and the bad business done 
for separation continually by her husband, Jean Baptiste 
of community. Baudreau, which exposes his wife and his 


numerous family to total ruin, and obliges 
her to ask for separation of goods. He has sold his last negro, 
with proceeds of sale bought a quantity of merchandise, and still 
contracted in New Orleans and Mobile over a thousand livres 
of debts. She asks to be allowed to take back all the goods given 
her in her contract of marriage, and the purchases made by 
means of her labor and the help of her mother, whilst her hus- 
band was civilly dead; here annexed are vouchers of the gifts 
made to her children by her mother and Sr. Laville, offering to 
prove it by reliable witnesses. She prays that the witnesses be 
summoned before whomever the Council may appoint, and that 
she be permitted to withdraw thirteen horned cattle carried in 
her contract of marriage, also the house and lot in the City, 
which is her property, all of which she prays that he be prohib- 
ited to sell or mortgage; also that she may withdraw the negress 
Marie and her family as well as Valentin, which she bought with 
the proceeds of her labor, and what her deceased mother fur- 
nished. Inquiry ordered before M. Raguet, the whole to be re- 
ported to the Council, and on the conclusions of the Procureur 
General to be ordered what shall appertain. Signed: By the 
Council; Chantalou (paraph), Gref. : 


eitiiias August 14, 1752.—On the fourteenth day 
comme’ in of August, afternoon, one thousand seven 
(Original). hundred and fifty-two, by virtue of the de- 


cree of the Council of this month, and on 
the other side of the petition of Marie Catherine Vinconneau 
(Vincennes), wife of Jean Baptiste Baudreau, residing in New 
Orleans, in her domicile, Marin Lenormand, usher and crier, 
have in the name of the King and justice given command to MM. 
Lemesle Bellegarde, at his domicile, speaking to him personally; 
to Daniel Hubert La Croix, at his domicile, speaking to him in 
person ; to Sr. Daffant La Couture, at his domicile, speaking to 
him in person, served them notice to appear before the Council 
next Wednesday, 16th of the present month, to testify at the in- 
quiry the said Marie Catherine Vinconneau (Vincennes) has in- 
stituted against Jean Baptiste Baudreau, her husband, declaring 
to them that they will be paid a reasonable salary, and that in 
default of appearing they will be thereto compelled by bodily 
arrest, as per ordinance, leaving to each a copy of this citation, 
which was certified. Signed: Lenormand. 


_ August 16, 1752.—Inquiry into ‘separa- 
5 pp. : tion of community, on petition of Dame 
Baudreau, against her husband: Inquiry 
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made by Jean Baptiste Raguet, Councillor 


petition of of the King in the Superior Council, Com- 
nue missioner on this case, by virtue of the de- 
of community. cree of the 5th of the present month, on 


petition of Catherine Vincennes, plaintiff, 
for separation of goods, and authorized thereto by justice, against 
Jean Baptiste Baudreau, her husband, defendant, to which in- 
quiry was proceeded as follows: 


August 16, 1752, at eight o’clock in the 


Daniel Hubert morning. Sr. Daniel Hubert called La Croix, 
me 56 Cree of this City, aged thirty-eight years, pro- 


fessing the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion, who after 
oath taken to speak the truth, declared that he is not a relative, 
a connexion, nor a servant of the parties, and that he has been 
cited on this day to testify to the truth, on request of the said 
Vincennes, and he produced the citation. 


He testified on the facts mentioned in the petition of the 
said Vincennes and the decree, which we read to him, that he 
knows that Baudreau is a wasteful man, often driving very bad 
bargains, gambling, drinking and eating, that he runs from one 
side to the other and is not at all attached to his family, and 
that it would be good for her and her family and even for him 
if they were separated in property. That he owes deponent over 
300 livres, of which he cannot obtain payment, that he is even 
a libertine. (Illegible), which is all he said he knew. His testi- 
mony having been read to him, he said that it was the truth, 
signed, and did not claim compensation. Signed: daniel hubert; 
Raguet. 

a Sr. Francois Lemelle called Bellegarde, 
Francois Lemelle resident of this City, aged fifty-seven years, 
a professing the Roman Catholic religion, 

who having been sworn to speak the truth, 
said that he was not a relative, a connexion, nor a servant of the 
parties, and that he has been cited to testify on this day, on re- 
quest of the said Vincennes, and produced the notice. 


He testified on the facts in said petition and decree, which 
were read to him, that he does not know the said Baudreau suf- 
ficiently to decide personally, but the rumor is that he gambles 
and wastes everything, and that he is a libertine for women, 
which was all he knew. The present testimony having been read 
to him, he said that it was the truth, and did not ask for pay. He 
persisted therein, and signed. Signed: Lemelle; Raguet. 


Sr. Pierre Daffante called La Couture, 


Pierre Daffante residing in New Orleans, aged forty-five 
ened La Couture, years, professing the Catholic, Apostolic 


and Roman religion, who took an oath to speak the truth, and 
declared that he was not a relative, a connexion, nor a servant 
of the parties, and that he was cited to testify, on the request 
of the said Vincennes, which notice he presented. 


} 
4 
+ 
d 


890 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


He testified on the facts mentioned in the petition and de- 
cree, which were read to him, that he has knowledge that Bau- 
dreau is a man of bad conduct, without morals, wasting all he 
has, debauched with women, having no care of his family, and 
that it would be well to separate them; which he said was all 
he knew. His testimony having been read to him, he said that 
it was the truth, persisted therein, and declared that he did not 
know how to write nor sign, wherefore inquiry as per ordinance ; 
and he did not request pay. Signed: Raguet. 


Sr. Jean Grevembert called Flamand, 
Jean Grevembert resident of this City, aged forty-two years, 
called Slamend. professing the Catholic, Apostolic and Ro- 
man religion, after being sworn to speak the truth, said that 
he was cited to testify on this day, at the request of the said 
Vincennes, and produced the notice. The petition being read to 
him, he testified that Beaudreau is a waster and a man without 
conduct, without attachment for his family, which he said was 
all he knew. The present being read to him, he said that it 
was the truth, persisted therein, signed, and did not ask for pay. 
Signed: Grevembert; Raguet. 


August 18, 1752.—Order to communi- 
Order. cate to the Procureur General of the King. 
Signed: Raguet. 


Parente August 20, 1752.—Seen the inquiry, and 
Baudreau be I demand, in the King’s name, that it be 

notified to Beaudreau, husband of the 
plaintiff, as well as a copy of the petition, in the form of a com- 
plaint, left him. Signed: Fleuriau. 


RS (No date).—Notice of citation served on 
aad mdi Baudreau at his domicile, inquiry of wit- 

nesses, with their testimony and copy of 
their testimony; cited to answer thereon, and in default of so 
doing, judgment will be rendered whether present or absent; 
asking that he bear costs. Signed: Lenormand. 


2 pp. September 2, 1752.—Excerpt from the 

Registers of the Superior Council: Between 
Catherine Vinconneau (Vincennes), plain- 
Superior tiff, for separation of goods from her hus- 


band, named Jean Baptiste Baudreau, 
authorized to the pursuit of her rights: Seen by the Superior 
Council of Louisiana the decree of last August 5th, on complaint 
of the wife, and order that inquiry be made before M. Raguet, 
in the presence of the Procureur General of the King, on his con- 
clusions the whole to be reported and ordered what shall apper- 
tain. Seen the inquiry, made on petition of plaintiff, of four 
witnesses, on the 16th of last August, and the conclusions of the 
Procureur General of the King. The Council has ordered and 
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does order that he be notified of said inquiry and of petition of 
the plaintiff, defense to be made in a month for all delay. 
Signed: By the Council; Chantalou. 


siaand September 5, 1752.—On petition of 
on Baudreau. Marie Therese Vincennes, wife of Jean 

Baptiste Beaudreau, called Graveline, 
notice of citation was served on said Beaudreau, at his domicile. 


On petition of Marie Therese Vincennes, wife of Jean Bap- 
tiste Beaudreau, called Graveline, at his domicile in New Or- 
leans, he was notified of the inquiry, of the names and qualifi- 
cations of the witnesses, by Sheriff Lenormand, speaking to 
Catherine, his servant, that he may not plead ignorance, which 
was certified. Signed: Lenormand. 


This notice is charred, and the text is destroyed in some 


places. 

1 October 7, 1752.—Petition by Marie 
% pp. Catherine Vinconneau (Vincennes), wife 

malate ten of Jean Baptiste Beaudreau, authorized to 

separation the pursuit of her rights, stating that the 

ot grote. bad conduct of her husband had obliged 


her, in order to save the little goods remaining to her, coming 
from the succession of her mother, to make a demand for separa- 
tion of goods, whereon inquiry was made of four witnesses, of 
which inquiry her husband was notified to answer thereon, and 
as she hopes that her demand will be granted, notwithstanding 
what her husband may plead, she petitions the gentlemen of the 
Council to order that she be and remain separate in goods from 
her said husband, that act be given that she renounces the com- 
munity that may have existed between her and the said Beau- 
dreau, and that in consequence she take back all her movables, 
effects and cattle she brought to the said marriage, which will 
remain proper to her and to her children, prohibiting her hus- 
band to: sell or mortgage them for any reason whatsoever, of 
which goods inventory will be made, to remain in her possession. 
Signed: Lenormand, for petitioner. 


October 7, 1752.—Excerpt from Regis- 


Tee Sonnet ters of the Superior Council of the Province 
judgment in of Louisiana. Between Marie Catherine 
Vinconneau (Vincennes), petitioner in 


separation of goods with her husband, Jean 
Baptiste Baudreau, authorized to the pur- 
suit of her rights, plaintiff, vs. Jean Baptiste Baudreau, defen- 
dant: Seen by the Council the decree of August 5th, ordering 
inquiry before M. Raguet, Councillor, in the presence of the 
Procureur General of the King, on whose conclusions and on 
report to be ordered what is just; inquiry made of four witnesses 
on the 16th of August; another decree on September 2nd, order- 
ing that Baudreau be notified of his wife’s complaint and of the 
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inquiry; another petition of this day by Madam Baudreau, 
stating that his bad conduct has obliged her to ask for separa- 
tion of goods to save herself and children the little that remains; 
her renunciation of the community heretofore between them, 
and that it please them to order that she remain separated in 
goods from said Baudreau, that she take back all that she 
brought to this marriage and that he be prohibited from selling 
or hypothecating any of her goods, of which inventory shall be 
made, which inventory will remain in her possession; heard the 
conclusions of M. Kernion, acting as Procureur of the King, 
owing to the death of M. Fleuriau. The Council has rendered 
judgment in default against Baudreau and ordered that he be 
cited again at the next session, costs pending. Signed: By the 
Council; Chantalou, greffr. 


1 p. October 12, 1752.—On petition of Marie 

Catherine Vinconneau (Vincennes), Sheriff 
Lenormand has served notice on Sr. Bau- 
on Baudreau. dreau and left him copy of said decree, 


speaking to Catherine, his Indian servant, 
ordering him to appear before the Superior Council on the first 
Saturday of the month of November, which will be next Satur- 
day, at 8 o’clock A.M., to hear, present or absent, the final judg- 
ment in this instance, leaving him copy of the decree as well 
as certification of this present. Signed: Lenormand. 


November 11, 1752.—Between Marie 


No. 1329. — Catherine Vinconneau (Vincennes), plain- 
Final judgment tiff, for separation of goods from Jean Bap- 
tiste Baudreau, her husband, defendant: 


The Council, having heard the conclusions 
of the Procureur General of the King, has rendered judgment 
in default against said Beaudreau, and orders that plaintiff re- 
main separated in goods from her husband and that certification 
be given her of the renunciation of the community of goods 
-which existed between them. Let her take back all the movables 
that she can prove that she brought to her marriage, inventory 
of which will be made, which will remain her property and that 
of her children, with prohibition to her said husband, for any 
reason whatsoever, to mortgage or sell this property. Costs 
on Beaudreau. 

(Translator’s note :—Differences in orthography of proper 
names, as “Baudreau”’ and Beaudreau’’, “Vincennes” and “Vin- 
conneau’’, are due to the fact that they are set down as spelled 
in the text.—H.H.C.) 7 


Letter dated “from the Plantation” on said 


August 10. date to M. Chantalou, by Antoine and Jac- 
ques Fazende, declaring ‘‘that last evening 
anger on about 634, P.M. a negro named Joseph, 


of a slave, aged eighteen years, after having worked 
a camane as with the other negroes and those of Mr. 
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yoni Beaune to put a flat boat in the water, 

wishing to bathe and go swimming with 
the others. He tried’to reach a canoe which was tied to a stump 
in nine or ten feet of water, in which were the two young Fazen- 
des fishing. One of the two, named Antoine Fazende, had cried 
to him several times not to come but he continued. 1 was re- 
turning from my work and heard the cries: a drowning man! 
I turned and saw the two Fazende brothers and several negroes, 
some of them in the canoe, making every effort to save him, 
but could not succeed. In the moment his mother arrived and 
threw herself into the river, and she was withdrawn; the father 
who threw himself to his head. I had them guarded by the 
whole workshop. It appears that they always intended to 
commit suicide. I do not know, Sir, if what I declare is suffici- 
ent. If need be I will have it affirmed by Sr. Beaune’s negroes 
and hereto annexed is the certificate of Srs. Fazende’”’. Signed: 
Layssard. 


We certify the present declaration as true. Signed: An- 
toine fazende and Jacques fazende. 


Collated copy of the original. Signed: Chantalou, Greffr. 


August 11. Petition to Monsieur Trenaunay Chanfret, 
Piet: tui subdelegate and Judge at Pointe Coupée, 
family meeting. by Antoine Patin, settler at the said Post, 


saying that his brother, Etienne Patin, died 
on the 13th of the present month. He was tutor of Jacques 
Patin, who after his death came to petitioner’s home and de- 
clared that he did not wish to remain with the Widow of our 
brother, for fear of ill treatment, having undergone it during 
the life of our brother. As he is a minor, may it please you to 
convene a meeting of friends, in default of relatives, to elect a 
curator to Jacques Patin. 


August 17, 1752.—Order to convene a 


Saat eenaitiial meeting of relatives and friends before us. 
Signed: Trenaunay Chanfret. 

August 16. Petition by Gabriel Fuselier de la Claire, 

134 pp wholesale merchant, claiming that Sr. Col- 

4 Z mard owes him 468 livres, 3 sols, 7 deniers, 

Petition a since the 9th of last February. He prays 


that he be cited, to be condemned to pay 
him said sum, with costs, interest and “damages”. Signed: 
Fuselier de la Claire. 


August 16, 1752.—Permit to cite, signed: 
Raguet. 
August 19, 1752.—Notice served on Sr. 


Colmard at his domicile in New Orleans, 
on petition of Fuselier de la Claire, also a resident of New Or- 
leans, by Sheriff Lenormand. 
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August 23. Letter addressed to Chantalou, from La Ro- 
4 chelle, telling him they are not yet in- 
PP. formed concerning the ship “Comte de 
Business §urgeres’”’. We are not anxious, notwith- 
oa standing the lack of news, but have deter- 
mined to have my cargo insured for 2000 
livres. In case you have any freight on her, inform me by the 
first opportunity. Hopes that the “Rhinoceros” has reached 
port; they did not have a good opinion of the ship. On the 
ship “Equity’”’ he sends three cases of merchandise, the invoice 
amounting to 3705 livres, 16 sols, and another for account of 
his wife. Her intention is to amass for the dowry of her 
daughters. If Madam Chantalou imitates her I will insure for 
her. Send the bill (illegible). Intended to send Brittany linens 
and embroidered cuffs. His friend no doubt has acted on this 
occasion, as by the same ship I received 6 dozen hats from 
Dauphiny. Captain Palluaux who asked for them, cash, is on 
the ship of M. Verigue. (Not signed). 


Letter to M. Pelisson of New Orleans, by Tes- 

August 23. tar of La Rochelle. Hopes that what he 

we sends on the ‘‘Ajax’’ will reach N.O. safely. 

Sora ts The bill amounts to 118 ls. 10” plus 243 ls., 

Pelisson. for which please remit bill of exchange. 

The P.S. informs him that these articles 

were bought cash. I passed on your articles only the freight and 
their value, which is justice. 


A 24 Invoice of cargo on the ship (blank), of Cap- 
UsUSL a4. tain Bertrand, marked and numbered, at 
3 pp. risk of M. Chantaloup (Chantalou) in Lou- 
isiana, and of Testar of La Rochelle, to be 
pieerass shared equally in the profit it may please 
God to give us. Each case has its contents marked and prices; 
more figures than anything else and invoice of bales from the 
same individuals, on the same ship, on similar conditions. 
Document stained and ragged. 


August 24 Bill of Lading for goods shipped by M. Tes- 
: tar, at risk of M. Chantalou by ‘‘Le London- 
(May 13). nois”: Signed: Forgerit. This slip is 
Bill of lading. marked “May 13, 1752’, but it is pinned 
with two other like documents dated August 24, 1752. 
Water stained. 


A 24 Bill of Lading for goods sent by Testar to 
ugust 24. Chantalou in Louisiana, on the “Equity’’. 
Bill of lading. Signed: D. Bertrand. 


A t 25 Letter to M. Roudes, at St. Pierre, by Thibaut 
— “ de Chanvallon, asking him to take at Ma- 
1 p. N.P. cary’s yellow paint and not red, as he said, 
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al and he sends it to be returned to Macary. 
Roudes. When he receives the mandate he will be 


obliged to him to send it sealed and partly 
in cash, so that he may leave money here when he leaves. Re- 
membrances to different friends and acquaintances. 


August 28. Petition to Superior Council by Jacques Mas- 
1 p. sicot, resident of New Orleans, stating that 

three weeks ago he bought from Captain 
pen poly Fauché 200 barrels of flour, which he 
to Se emaee promised would be fresh, but the flour 


when delivered was found to be defective 
and unsalable. He said that he was surprised, and that it might 
be due to its being packed too soon, and offered to make a reduc- 
tion on the price, which Massicot would not accept; Fauché 
affirmed that no one had complained but said Massicot. He 
claimed the sum of 7150 livres for the flour. which was ex- 
amined by Bellegarde, baker of this City, who declared that the 
flour was worthless to make bread. Wherefore petitioner prays 
that Fauché may be cited at the next session of the Council, to be - 
condemned to take back the flour, as not being of good quality 
nor merchantable, and to reimburse the price of 7150 livres paid 
for it, and to bear costs. Signed: Jean Masicot. 


August 28, 1752.—Permit to cite, signed: 
Raguet. 


August 29, 1752.—Notice of citation 
served on Captain Fauché, Captain of the 
‘‘Lapalax’’, now in this harbor, at his store, where he has elected 
his Seca: on petition of Jacques Massicot, by Sheriff Lenor- 
mand. 


Document charred. 


Notice served. 


August 29. Petition to Superior Council by Jean Frederiq 

Couturier, stating that he acquired from 
21% pp. deceased Marie Pro, his mother, a lot 60 
Petition of feet in width by 120 in depth, for the sum 
yon of 1200 livres, which he paid cash, as ap- 
claiming | pears bv the act of sale passed July 27, 
of lend. 1751. However, one Nicolas, a gunsmith, 


has taken possession of part of it, and 
owing to the fence he made, the petitioner has only three-fourths 
of it, as the annexed plan shows, wherefore he prays that Nico- 
las be cited before the Council at its next session, to be ordered 
to purchase the said lot or to vacate it. Couturier has owned this 
land since six years, and built a house and kitchen. Moreover 
he prays that he (Nicolas) bear costs. Signed: Garic, Procurr. 


August 29, 1752.—Permit to cite, signed: 
D’ Auberville. 


Permit to cite. 
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oes August 29, 1752.—Notice of citation 
ay tees fa on Nicolas at his domicile in New 

3 Orleans, on request of Couturier, by Sheriff 
Lenormand, leaving him copy of the petition, ordinance and 
certification. 


Se Between Sr. Joseph Villars Dubreuil, as hus- 
ptember 1. band of Dame Jeanne La Boulaye, in ren- 
a ela dering of accounts, plaintiff, vs. Guillaume 
de la Pommeraye, Loquet de la Pommeraye, in the name of 
Jeanne Trudeau, widow of deceased de la 
succession. Boulaye, and mother of Mrs. Joseph Du- 

breuil, defendant: Seen the account pre- 
sented by Sr. de la Pommeraye, the written defense of said ac- 


count, and all the papers produced in the suit. 


1. The opinion of the Procureur General, with due respect 
to that of the other members, is that the account should be 
charged with the sum of 12,265 livres, 16 sols, at which the rent 
of the negroes was estimated, following the certification of 
Sieurs de Verges and Trudeau, arbitrators named by the parties, 
on date of the 27th of last July. 


2dly. That the demand made for the negroes of the La 
Boulaye succession be refused, following the inventory. 


3dly. That he and the lady, his wife, be refused their de- 
mands and pretensions concerning the dowry, as there was no 
marriage contract passed between deceased La Boulaye and 
Miss Trudeau, establishing their agreement nor proving that 
any goods belonged to them when they were married. 


4thly. That Sr. and Dame de la Pommeraye, bringing in 
kind to the mass of the succession twenty head of negroes, small 
and grown, are at present to be divided thus: one half to the 
lady and the other half to Sr. Villars, on account of his wife; 
and to Sr. de la Boulaye, absent from the Colony, her brother, 
heirs of deceased Sr. La Boulaye. The share of said minor to 
remain in possession of the Sr. and Dame, de la Pommeraye 
being his tutor, to make it profit to his advantage. 


5thly. That the mourning of the widow and children be 
fixed and reduced to the sum of 600 livres. That Sr. Villars be 
held to return in kind the two negresses given to him by Sr. 
- Guillaume de la Pommeraye, at the time of his marriage to Miss 
de la Boulaye. Not coming from the succession, they will be 
returned to the said Sieur, and the other returned to the bulk, 
unless he prefers to pay for them until the day of division, in- 
suring the issue to them. It does not appear just to have the 
rent of the negroes paid, that remained in the hands of Sr. and 
Dame de la Pommeraye; the minor boy would suffer thereby, 
and he too enjoyed their services during years. 


6. That the plantation and dependences belonging to Sr. 
Trudeau had been left to Sr. and Dame de la Boulaye, without 
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any written voucher, in advance of inheritance, belongs to her 
for the share the said lady had from her father’s goods, follow- 
ing the division made between the brothers and sisters, Sr. Tru- 
deau having built at his expense the homes of the others, who 
were there residing, which is to the knowledge of the whole 
family. | 

7. That the division of the goods and slaves of the said 
‘succession will be most equitably divided by the relatives and 
friends of the parties, in the presence of the commissioner, when 
it is necessary, it being well understood that they cannot divide 
in kind. There will have to be a judicial sale, at the profit of 
the succession. 

8. The costs of account and proceedings are stopped on 
this day, at the sum of 200 livres, payable to the said lady as 
well as to the minors. 

As to the other demands and pretensions of the parties, they 
are thrown out, and the succession to bear costs, as a result 
whereof the said divisions to be made and delivered, and the 
sums that may be due they are obligated to pay, and the parties 
will remain in peaceful possession of what has fallen to them. 
Signed: Raguet. 

Defense of Sr. Fauché, Captain of the ship 


September 2. ‘Pallas’, against Sr. Massicot, plaintiff. 
21% pp. He states that the flour was not sold as of 

the best quality, which is proven by the 
a. price paid. It was delivered to Massicot on 
yo cme ng July 29th, and he paid for same August 


15th, and did not complain until 32 days 
after delivery, and it is noticeable that he sold a part of it. The 
time he kept it was long enough for the flour to have spoiled 
at his house. He cites the case of Girardeau vs. Balthremieux. 
It was decided that the brandy he received would not remain 
to him, and that he would choose what he had to take. Defendant 
expects the same justice from the Council. May it please it to 
throw Sr. Massicot’s demand out of Court and condemn him 
to costs of Court. Signed: Garic, Attorney. 
Document in fair condition and in good script. 


Petition by Sr. Le Sueur de Lafreniere, eman- 


September 2. cipated under authority of Councillor Le 

Bretton, his curator, stating that, besides 
23/4, pp. what accrued to him in the succession of 

M. de Lafreniere, his father, he owns four 
arpents in the cypress wood of the “‘Chapi- 
an emancipated toulas’’, which are to his prejudice, giving 
pe on hea him no profit, and of expense as he is 
convene a obliged to keep up the fences and ditches 
ae oe in good condition, wherefore he sold the 
sale of land. land to Sr. Jung, who now refuses to pay 


for it, pretending that the sale was not 
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safe, owing to the minority of the vendor. He prays that it may 
please the Council to allow a family meeting, before one of its 
members, to deliberate on the said sale and report what is just. 
Signed: Le Bretton; Garic, attorney. 


September 2, 1752.—The Council has 

ordered that a meeting be convened of 

relatives, and in their default, of friends, 

in the presence of the Procureur General of the King, before 
M. Raguet. Signed: Michel. 


Session of the Superior Council, of above date, 


September 2. where were MM. de Vaudreuil, Governor; 
614 pp. Michel, Commissioner General of the 
pits “os Marine, Ordonnateur and First Councillor; 
Su Dauberville, Commissioner of the Marine 


cig and Second Councillor; Demembrede, Ma- 
jor of New Orleans; Raguet, Dean of the Councillors; Le Bretton, 
de la Lande and Kernion, Councillors Assessors. Judgments 
rendered in the following cases: 


siiiieie 1. Jacques Massicot, merchant of this 
vs. Faucher City, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Faucher (Fauché), 
—— Captain of the merchant ship, the ‘‘Pallas’’, 
now anchored before New Orleans, defendant: Seen the petition 
of Sr. Massicot, order and act of 28th and 29th of last August, 
stating that three weeks ago he bought from said Captain 220 
barrels of flour, which were guaranteed, and the buyer was 
deceived, the flour being defective, of which he complained. Sr. 
Faucher assured him that it was good, and showed him the 
bread made from it; that a few quarts might be found to be 
defective, on which they would agree to a reduction. Massicot 
had the flour examined by Bellegarde, a baker, who said that 
it was not to be condemned but was worth nothing in bread, 
whereon he prays that Captain Faucher be cited, to be con- 
demned to reimburse the sum of 7150 livres, interest and costs. 
Sr. Garic, acting for him, interviewed Sr. Faucher, who answered 
that he had the quality he paid for, that he had complained only 
32 days after delivery, during which the flour may have deteri- 
orated in his house, and concluded that Massicot’s demand be 
thrown out of Court, and that he bear costs. 


The Council has rejected Massicot’s demand, orders that 
the flour be examined again by Bellegarde, who would try it 
in bread, on which report would be made to Mr. Michel, to 
be ordered what shall appertain. Costs on Massicot. 


2. Sr. Pictet, representing Sr. Mesnard, 
ve. and Caminada, merchants of this City plain- 
oe tiffs, vs. Sieur Couturier, as tutor of minors 
of deceased Joseph Le Kintrek, called Du- 
pont, defendant; Sr. Garic acting for him: Seen the petition 
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presented by Pictet and Caminada, plaintiffs, order and act of 
the 14th of last August, acting for Mesnard, to recover 1114 deer 
skins in parchment, as per his notes of the 1st and 18th of July, 
1749, for full payment of the contract between them, and pray- 
ing that Sr. Couturier be cited, to be condemned to pay in kind 
1114 deer skins in parchment, interest and costs, following the 
agreement between Le Kintrek and Mesnard. 


Sr. Couturier’s defense states that he cannot hold the agree- 
ment, as there were no skins to satisfy it, and those that were 
there belonged to the succession and were sold judicially for 
security of other creditors; he offers to pay the sum that Mes- 
nard had advanced; he prays that it be ordered that the debt be 
paid in current money, at the value then given, according to the 
contract made under private seal by Sieurs Le Kintrek and 
Mesnard, March 5, 1748. Case heard, with the conclusions of 
M. Kernion, acting Procureur General owing to illness of M. 
Fleuriau, the Council orders Sr. Couturier to pay Sr. -Mesnard 
the 1114 deer skins which succession owes, at the rate of 35 sols 
a skin, to which Council and arbitrators condemn him, and to 
bear costs, after which he will remain validly discharged in the 
account of said succession. 


3. Jean Baptiste Garic, holding procu- 


re ration of Sr. Populus de St. Protest (Pro- 
for Populus de tais), widower of Marie Joachime Langlois, 
oe and natural tutor of the children issued 

idow from him and said deceased, and by this 


right co-heir in the succession of deceased 
Catherine Baudreau, Widow Gervais, as mother of his deceased 
wife, defendant: Seen the petition of Sr. Garic, the order and 
act of the 29th of last August, showing that the succession of 
Widow Gervais, his mother-in-law, being entirely settled and | 
the funds in possession of Sr. Fortier (Forestier), he needs the 
share reverting to his deceased wife to place for a revenue to 
help with the education of his children, and to preserve their 
capital until their majority, wherefore he prays that Sr. Fortier 
be cited, to be ordered to make division between the heirs, before 
one of the Gentlemen of the Council, in order to avoid costs, the 
said goods being of no advantage to them as long as held by 
said curator. 

The parties heard, with the conclusions of M. Kernion, act- 
ing Procureur General, owing to Mr. Fleuriau’s illness, the Coun- 
cil a Mr. Fortier to render account to said children. Costs 
pending. 


4. M. Guillaume Le Seneschal Dauber- 
ville, Commissioner of the Marine and 

Second Councillor, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Pierre 
Boucher de Monbrun, Ecuyer de la Soudray, defendant: Seen 
the petition of Sr. Dauberville, of which Sr. Fortier was notified, 
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that a debt of 3000 livres is due by de la Soudray to Madam 
Petit de Coulanges, now married to Mr. de Pontalba, as per his 
note of June 15, 1748; 200 livres by a note of August 9, 1749, 
and not being able to obtain payment, they have petitioned for 
permit to seize provisionally the funds of a succession, which 
accrued to the deceased wife of de la Soudray, and which are in 
the possession of Sr. Fortier, Curator of succession of Madam 
Gervais, which provisional seizure was executed by despatch 
of Lenormand, sheriff at that date. Having heard that the suc- 
cessions of deceased Langlois and defunct Widow Gervais have 
been settled, the share of de la Soudray shall be delivered to 
him only on payment of 3200 livres. The Council has ordered 
Sr. Fortier to turn over to M. Dauberville the funds coming to 
M. de la Soudray, for which said Dauberville shall be answer- 
able to the children of de la Soudray and his deceased wife. 
Costs pending. 


5. Marie Jeanne Drapeau, wife of 
Frederic Leonard, absent, plaintiff, vs. 
Jacques Nicolas, gunsmith, defendant: 
Madam Leonard acquired from deceased 
Marie Pro, her mother, a lot of 60 feet front by 120 feet deep, 
at the corner of Bourbon and St. Peter streets, for the sum of 
1200 livres, paid cash, on July 27, 1751. Nicolas took posses- 
sion of part of said lot, of which only three fourths remain to 
plaintiff, instead of a whole lot; she prays that Nicolas be cited 
before the Council, to be condemned to vacate the said lot, 
leaving her in possession of 60 feet by 120 feet, on which since 
six years she has built a house and kitchen. 


The Council has seen the act of sale of said lot, passed 
before M. Henry, and heard both parties, after which they 
were sent before M. Deverges, Engineer of the King, to whom 
they will remit their titles, of which he will draw up a process 
verbal and report same to the Council, thereon to be ordered 
what shall appertain. 


6. Dame Piquery, in the baking busi- | 
ae Sry ness, vs. Sieur Tixerant, settler, defendant: 
| Claiming a debt of 1726 pounds of flour, 
and 215 livres for the baking, with vouchers of cards and tickets: 
The Council has given judgment in default against defendant 
and ordered him cited again, and in default of appearance he 
will be condemned to return or pay for 1726 pounds, plus the 
215 livres for baking. Costs on Dame Piquery. 


7. Sr. Maturin Dreux, petitioner: Con- 

re sidering the solicitations of relatives that 
: a curator be appointed to Miss Rivard, they 

have accepted M. Cantrelle, expecting things to be settled ami- 
cably and without any proceedings. It is not necessary that M. 
Kernion, stepfather of Miss Rivard, induce her to obtain-letters 
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of benefit of age in order to render account, since he did not 
ignore that the pretentions of the Lady, his wife, included not 
only movables and immovables of this succession, but even on 
the account, of which the said young lady was notified, he was 
indebted to her for 6000 livres. In this City her only relatives 
are Sr. Caiie, her maternal uncle, and Sr. Provenché, her 
paternal cousin, whom it is natural to look to for the curator- 
ship. Moreover he is burdened by a large family, exceeding the 
number carried in the ordinance, and this circumstance should 
discharge him from being curator, and he concludes that it 
please the Council to convene another meeting of relatives and 
friends, to elect a Curator, for the reasons here mentioned. He 
bas a his discharge, and Sr. Caiie, her maternal uncle, was 
elected. 


8. Marie Catherine Vinconneau (Vin- 


Madam Beaudreau, cennes), petitioner for separation of com- 
munity with Jean Baptiste Beaudreau 
ere wal called Graveline, her husband, and to be 


authorised to the pursuit of her rights: 
Seen the decree of the 5th of last August, 
ordering inquiry to be made on the facts advanced by the plain- 
tiff, before M. Raguet, in the presence of the Procureur General, 
on his conclusions and on the report of the whole, to be ordered 
what is just; seen the inquiry made on this petition, before M. 
Raguet and four witnesses on the 16th of last August, and the 
conclusions of the Procureur General of the King, the Council 
has ordered that the complaint and the inquiry of said wife, 
be notified to Baudreau, to answer thereon, if it suits him, in a 
delay of one month. 


(Translator’s note:—This copy is not signed. Some of the 
margins are ragged and the script is small, but it is perfectly 
legible-—H. H. C.) 


| Excerpt from the Registers of the Superior 


September 2. Council: Sr. Fuselier de la Claire, whole- 
21% pp. sale merchant of New Orleans, plaintiff, vs. 
one Eltier called Colmart, planter, defend- 

ae t ant: Seen by the Superior Council the pe- 
recovery of tition presented by Sr. Fuselier, order and 
: act of the 16th and 19th of August of last 


year, stating that Sr. Colmart owes him 468 livres, 3 sols, 7 
deniers, as per his note of the 9th of last February, which he will 
not pay, and he prays that said Eltier be cited at the next ses- 
sion, to be compelled to pay said sum. The Council has ren- 
dered first default against defendant, ordered that he be cited 
again. Costs pending. 

Signed: By the Council; Chantalou, Greff. 


Received five livres. 


| 
4 
+ 


902 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


September 22, 1752.—By virtue of aforesaid 
of citation decree and of petition of Sr. Fuselier, no- 
ne tice of citation was served on Sr. Colmart, 
| at his domicile in New Orleans, by Marin 
le Normand, Sheriff and usher in the Superior Council, leaving 
him copy of judgment of default and notice to appear before 
Council on the first Saturday of the month of October, to answer 
on petition of Sr. Fuselier. Signed: Lenormand. 


Document in good condition. 


September 2. Official Report of the session of the Council 


on September 2, 1752, where were present 
No. 1321. 3 pp. Messrs. de Vaudreuil, Governor; Michel, 
oP General Commissioner of the Marine and 
Ordonnateur; Dauberville, Commissioner 
<Onnetel of the Marine, Second Councillor; de Mem- 
report). brede, Major of New Orleans; Raguet, 

Dean of the Council; Delalande, Kernion 
and Le Bretton, Councillors Assessors. Judgments rendered in 
the following cases: 


1. Sr. Jacques Massicot, merchant, 

plaintiff, vs. Sr. Faucher (Fauché), Cap- 

(Fauché). tain of the ship “the Pallas”, defendant: 

Council has rejected plaintiff’s demand, 

and ordered that the flour be again examined by Sr. Bellegarde, 

Baker, who will try it in bread and report to Sr. Michel. Costs 
on Sr. Massicot. 


2. Srs. Pictet and Caminada, plaintiffs, 
vs. Sr. Couturier, as tutor of the Le Kin- 
trek minors, defendant, represented by Sr. 
Garic: Defendant is condemned to pay 

in current money the value of 1114 deer skins, and the costs of 


Court. 
38. Sr. Populus de St. Protest (Protais), 
represented by Sr. Garic, plaintiff, vs. 
ee Michel Forestier (Fortier), Curator of 
as curator. minor heirs of Catherine Baudreau, Widow 
Gervais, defendant: The case heard and 
the conclusions of Sr. Kernion, acting Procureur General owing 
to Sr. Fleuriau’s illness, Council orders Sr. Fortier to render ac- 
count in a month and remit the funds in his possession to M. 
Dauberville. Costs pending. 


4. Jeanne Frederick, plaintiff, vs. Sr. 
Jacques Nicolas, defendant: Parties sent 
before M. Deverges, Engineer, who will 
draw up a proces verbal, on report of 
which will be ordered what shall appertain. 
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5. Widow Piquery, plaintiff, vs. Sr. 
Tixerant, defendant: Council rendered 

judgment in default against Tixerant; it 
has given second default against Tixerant, and ordered him to 
pay amount claimed and to bear costs. 


6. Sr. Fuselier, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Col- 


oo mart, defendant: Council has given first 
default against defendant; costs pending. 

ASS ON 7. Sr. Chauvin Lesueur, the only entry. 

Lesueur, It represents a petition for a family meet- 

Hs ai ing to approve a sale of land. 

Dreux, 8. Sr. Dreux, petitioner, vs. Sr. Ker- 

ee nion; he asks for his discharge, and ap- 


pointment of Sr. Caiie as Curator of Miss Rivarde. 


9. Madam Baudreau, petitioner for 

ee coe separation of community with her husband, 
Sr. Baudreau (called Graveline). The 

Council has ordered that inquiry be made, of which he must be 
notified, and his defense, if he intends to make any, presented 


in a month. 
10. Sr. Villars, as husband of Miss de 
Hany vo Be. SN la Boulaye, plaintiff, vs. Sr. de la Pom- 
meraye, her stepfather, defendant: The 
negress Catin, belonging to the succession, who was given to 
them, Sr. Villars will reimburse her value to the succession, as 
well as her wages, at the rate of 100 livres per year, until the 
day division is made; Catherine, employed by Sr. and Dame de 
la Pommeraye, will be likewise appraised, following her age at 
the time, her wages arbitrated by the Council at 500 livres, 
which will be reimbursed personally to Sr. de la Pommeraye as 
well as the price of said slave. Division to be made by arbi- 
trators named by the parties, in the presence of M. Raguet, 

Councillor. 


Seen by the Superior Council of the Province 


September 2. of Louisiana the petition presented by 
Claude Joseph Villars Dubreuil, husband 

11% pp. of Jeanne Catherine La Boulaye, plaintiff, 
for rendering account, vs. Guillaume Loq- 
degen of uet de la Pommeraye, as husband of Dame 
Villars vs. gnan de la Boulaye, who from this mar- 
riage two minor children: Jean Bap- 
tiste and Jeanne Catherine Boulaye, wife of Villars. At his 


death the said lady, their mother, was named tutrix, and pro- 
ceeded to an inventory and description of the goods left by Sr. 
de la Boulaye. However, she married Sr. Guillaume Loquet de la 
Pommeraye, Treasurer of the Marine, before rendering account of 
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her administration of this succession, and it is at this day admin- 
istered by Sr. de la Pommeraye, who, when Jeanne Catherine 
La Boulaye was of age to enjoy her rights under authority of 
her husband, was cited to render account of his administration 
of the goods of the succession, movables and immovables. Sr. 
de la Pommeraye, as tutor, is ready to render account as or- 
dered, in a month. 


Sr. Villars protested against the sale of land which Sr. de 
la Pommeraye wished to make (illegible), there intervened a 
decree, last May, ordering de la Pommeraye to render his ac- 
count, both parties to produce their debates before M. Raguet, 
Commissioner in this case. The account rendered to Sr. Villars 
contains eight chapters of receipts and five of expenses. The 
debates of said account on date of May 10th, were notified by 
Lenormand on the twentieth day of said month, and the defense 
of Sr. de la Pommeraye on May 25th notified to the hearers on 
the 26th of the said month. The replies to said defense by the 
hearer were produced on the 27th and notified on the same 
day, and accountant’s answers on May 30th, and contradictions 
by Sr. Villars on June 7th. Incidental petition by Sr. Villars 
notified to Sr. de la Pommeraye June 15th. Seen the statement 
of estimation of wages of negroes made by Srs. Deverges and 
Trudeau, arbitrators named by the parties, on July 27th, the 
said wages amounting to the sum of 12,265 livres. The mar- 
riage contract before M. Henry on date of September 5, 1753 
(?), between Sr. Claude Villars du Breuil and Catherine La 
Boulaye; division between the Trudeau heirs, May 4, 1749; In- 
ventory after decease of Sr. La Boulaye, November 12, 1731, 
with collated copy of the inventory, July 1, 1752; heard the re- 
port of M. Raguet, Councillor referee and Commissioner, the 
whole considered, the Council has ordered and orders that said 
de la Pommeraye, accountant, charge the receipts of his account 
with the sum of 12,265 livres, 16 sols, at which sum was esti- 
mated, valued and arbitrated the wages of the negroes of the 
succession of Sr. La Boulaye, following the statement of estima- 
tion by Srs. Deverges and Trudeau, which we have homologated. 


The demand of Sr. de la Pommeraye to take the negroes at 
their appraisement in the inventory is rejected. Also rejected 
the demands and pretensions of Sr. de la Pommeraye and his 
wife, concerning the settlement and preciput, as there was no 
contract of marriage passed between Sr. de la Boulaye and the 
said lady, which established their agreements nor proved former 
goods belonging to them. The Council orders that the said Mr. 
and Madam de la Pommeraye will return in kind to the fund 
(“‘caisse’’) of said succession twenty negro heads, adults and 
children, and a child born since this instance, which are to be 
divided, one half to Madam de la Pommeraye, and the other 
half to Sr. Villars, for his wife and the Sieur de la Boulaye, a 
minor, whose share will remain in possession of Sr. and Dame 
de la Pommeraye to administer to his advantage. 
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Ordered likewise that the mourning clothes of the said lady 
and her children shall remain fixed at the sum of 600 livres. 
As to the negress Catin, belonging to the said succession, she 
shall be appraised at her value, as also her issue and her wages, 
until division is made, when they will belong in full ownership; 
that the negress Catherine, belonging to Sr. and Dame de la 
Pommeraye, given to them following their marriage contract, 
shall be estimated according to her age at the time, and reim- 
bursed at the estimation, the wages since that time arbitrated 
at the sum of 500 livres. Ordered that the plantation and im- 
provements which Sr. Trudeau left her to enjoy with Mr. de la 
Boulaye and gave her in advance of inheritance, shall belong 
to her personally as part of the share coming to her on her 
father’s succession, having built at his expense for her sisters. 
Division of goods and negroes of said succession to be made be- 
fore M. Raguet, and what cannot be divided to be sold judi- 
cially, returns to be divided between co-heirs. Moreover, the 
demands and pretensions of the succession are rejected, and it 
is condemned to pay costs, after which the parties will remain 
in peaceful possession of what has accrued to each of them, the 
account to remain duly closed. Signed: Michel. 


(No date.)—Statement of papers remitted 


_— to M. Dubreuil, Signed: Garic, avt. 

, Letter, signed Monereau, from Bordeaux to 
September 8. M. Roudes, his brother-in-law, at Marti- 
2 pp. nique. He had him insured for 12,000 

livres, his amount of interest in the cargo 
Letter, Monereau of the “Elizabeth’’, to sail from Marti- 
ao Seay oe nique to the Mississippi and return to Mar- 
cargo of the tinique. He sends the papers he requested. 


Names of those insured for cargo: MM. 
Lartigue, 3000 livres; Houard, 2000 livres; francea, son of 
Jorge, 2000 livres; Jung, 10, 000 livres; Jacomes alexandre, 
20,000 livres; Valantein, 2000 livres. Commission at % per 
cent. 


September 8. Duplicate of the above letter to Reude: by 


2 pp. . Monereau of Bordeaux. 
(Duplicate). 
Letter addressed to M. Roudes; (only name 
September 8. given). Writer is mortified that he should 
3.pp. have been deprived of the pleasure of 
writing to him, his dear son, for a misun- 
Letter, Vi Viranie derstanding, but he had announced his 


voyage to Louisiana long ago. Explains 
his attempts to address him. (Illegible) appreciated his atten- 
tions. Paid his compliments to Rosette Gregoire,. who is now 
an heiress by her brother’s death, and an only daughter; with 
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your cousin Bernat, who is rich enough to refuse a weekly offer, 
but she is not seeking a husband; has not yet found what she 
seeks. Lasalle and la Rosette have only the Bordes to court 
them, which does not give much hope, since the younger is mar- 
rying la Saline; as to Rosette, they say she is marrying by em- 
bassy with a country gentleman. Ido not know if it ‘is true. 
As to Miss Lacroix, she has refused several since the inheritance 
from her brother. Announces marriage of cousin with a rich 
and honest man. Signed: Viranie. 


(No date.) Four Lines to M. Roudes, signed: Cadot. He 

‘ promised Martin three Louis* and one to 

Slip. Leralle, another for payment of dis- 
patches. 


* (Note :—A “Louis” was a French gold coin worth twenty 
livres. ) | 


Petition by Le Doux, officer of troops, mar- 


September 9. ried to Miss Fazende, jointly with four 

other heirs, emancipated, stating that since 

2% pp. five years Sr. Laissard (Layssard), their 

pee aa tutor, is in possession of their goods with- 

vs. Layssard, out being willing to render account, where- 

refer ng og fore they pray that he be cited at the next 

account of session of the Council to produce his re- 

— port, requiring aid of the Procureur Gen- 
eral. 

ie September 9, 1752. Permit to cite, signed: 

Raguet. 


September 15, 1752. On Petition of Fazende 
heirs, domiciled in the house of La Ten- 
dresse, notice served on Sr. Laissard (Lays- 

sard), also domiciled in the house of La Tendresse in New Or- 
leans, to appear before the Council at its next session, on the 
first Saturday of October, at eight o’clock in the morning, to 
answer on said petition. Copy left of petition, order and no- 
tice, which was certified. Signed: Lenormand. 


: September 2, 1752. Petition by Jacques Fa- 
oe A zende, aged eighteen years, stating that 

| his brothers and sisters obtained decree 
about two years ago, serving letters of emancipation, under 
curatorship of Sr. Alexandre Viel, at the time in France. Today 
they ask to be granted the same privilege to come to division 
of their goods and make other family arrangements. Prayer 
that petitioner be sent before M. Raguet, who has always seen 
to the affairs of the succession, to receive the opinion of rela- 
tives and friends, and on homologation of same by referee to 
render justice. Signed: Jacques Fazende. 


Notice served 
on Layssard. 
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1 EE Council allows relatives and friends to 
be assembled before M. Raguet, in the 

presence of the Procureur General, on 
their report to be ordered what shall appertain. Signed: Michel. 


September 21, 1752. Notices of citation 

served, on petition of Sr. Jacques Fazende, 
minor, on Sr. Alexandre Viel, Surgeon; on M. de Monberault, 
Captain of infantry; M. de Lhommer, Officer of troops; Mr. de 
Verbois, Officer; M. Le Doux; M. Derneville, first cousin of the 
minors; and M. Layssard, brother-in-law of said minor, to ap- 
pear before M. Raguet, Councillor and commissioner in this 
case, to give advice on the election of a curator until his major- 
ity. en of same left, which was certified. Signed: Lenor- 
mand. 


Notices served. 


No. 1322. 2 September 28, 1752. At 2 o’clock P. M., on 
0. : Py order and decree of Council, and on peti- 
Deliberation tion of Jacques Fazende, dated the 2nd of 
Sesaseiiie int the present month, a minor, son of Jacques 

: Fazende, during life a Councillor in the 
Superior Council, who appeared before Mr. Jean Baptiste Raguet 
and declared that he had caused to be cited MM. Derneville, Cap- 
tain of Marine troops, first cousin of said minors; Etienne Lays- 
sard, brother-in-law of said minor, married to Helene Fazende, 
sister of the minor; de Membrede, Captain of troops, cousin by 
marriage; M. Le Doux, Lieutenant of troops, brother-in-law of 
said minor, as married to Francoise Fazende, sister of the min- 
ors; M. de Lomer (L’Hommer), Lieutenant, cousin by marriage 
of said minors; Mr. de Verbois, cousin of the said minors; and 
after oath by them taken in one voice, they are of opinion that 
Jacques Fazende be emancipated, as he has reached the age 
and has the ability and capacity to administrate the revenue on 
their goods and to enjoy them, under the curatorship of Sr. 
Alexandre Viel, surgeon, cousin of the minors, who, with com- 
mon accord, they named as Curator, and signed: Derneville; 
E. Layssard; jacques fazende; Montaut de Monberaut; Le- 
doux; Alexandre; Barbin. 


ila November 11, 1752. Consent, in the King’s 
Raguet to above name, that the above be homologated, and 
re. that in consequence the minors, under the 
authority of Sr. Alexandre Viel, be emancipated in execution of 
the letters of emancipation. Signed: Raguet. 


September 29, 1752. In Consequence of no- 

ae tice served on Sr. Etienne Layssard, on pe- 

| tition of M. Ledoux and the Fazende 

brothers, he declares that he is ready to render account of his 

tutorship, as demanded by the minors, but asks for a delay of 
two months to work thereon. Signed: Layssard. 
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September 11. 


214 pp. 


Letter, 
Amchasson 
to Roudes. 
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Letter to M. Roudes at Fort St. Pierre, by 
‘“‘Amchasson” of Bordeaux. He is in ill 
health and on a diet since four months, on 
asses’ milk, and other drugs before setting 
me on my feet; hopes for better success; 
speaks of the frailty of human things, 


(illegible) religious and Christian sentiments; speaks of M. 
Drouillard, of marriage of Jean d’Angely eight days ago, and 
Miss Candau, your cousin, is married to M. Sauvot since a month. 
Signs himself: best of friends’. 


September 16. 


No. 129. 


Promissory 
(At Paris). 


September 18. 


No. 167. 


Promissory note. 
(From Paris). 


September 18. 


No. 132. 


(At Paris). 


September 25. 


pp. 
(Chenier). 


Promissory Note in favor of Dulinot for 2000 
livres, payable in the present year. Signed: 
Diminau. 


Seen by the Commissioner General of 
the Marine. Signed: Michel. 


Promissory Note in favor of M. Dulinot for 
150 livres, payable in the present year. — 
Signed: Diminau. 

Seen by the Commissioner General of 
the Marine. Signed: Michel. 


Promissory Note payable to order of M. Duli- 
not in the present year. Signed: Diminau. 


Seen by the Commissioner General of 
the Marine. Signed: Michel. 


Defense and answer before the Superior Council, 
by Claude Seigné (Chenier), as husband of 
Marie Louise Brunnet, plaintiff: To hasten 
the judgment the hearer will refer to the 
equity of the Council, concerning the debts 
of Jeanne Hubert, which she maintains she 


paid, and as to the other points of discussion concerning houses 
and lots, the facts carried in the account and debates not being 
admitted, the hearer consents that the house and lot of Jeanne 
Hubert, accountant, remain her property, as also the house and 
lot which comes from the succession; the negroes in the com- 
munity of Jeanne Hubert shall be sold judicially, returns there- 
on to be divided into three parts, on which returns the sum of 
375 livres, comes to Francois St. Jean, still a minor, from St. 
Jean from his first marriage. As to the other articles, I submit 
to what it may please the Court to order. Signed: Mark X of 
- Claude Chenier; Garic, witness. 


(Note :—Evidently “Seigné’’ is meant for “Chenier”.) 


(To be continued) 
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NDEX TO THE SPANISH JUDICIAL RECORDS 
OF LOUISIANA 
LVIII. 


August, 1783. 
(Continued from April, 1938, Quarterly) 


By LAURA L. PORTEOUS. 
With Marginal Notes by Walter Prichard 


Spanish officials appearing in this installment: 


Esteban Miro, Colonel of the Regiment of Infantry of Louisiana, 
and Commander in charge of the Political and Military 
Government of this Province. 

Martin Navarro, Intendant General of this Province and of the 
Royal Treasury. 

Francisco Luis Hector, Baron de Carondelet, Knight of the 
Religious Order of St. John, Colonel of the Royal Armies, 
Intendant General and Royal Vice-Patron of the Provinces 
of Louisiana and West Florida, Inspector of the Veteran and 
Military Troops therein, for His Majesty. (1794). 

Alcaldes: Francisco Maria de Reggio; Nicolas Forstall (1785) ; 
Andres Almonester *(1790); Pedro de Marigny (1791); 
Nicolas Daunoy (1794). 

Escribanos: Rafael Perdomo; Fernando Rodriguez; Pedro 
Pedesclaux (1788, 1791). 

Attorneys: Francisco Broutin; Pedro Bertoniere; Antonio Men- 
dez (1790); Felipe Santiago Guinault (1790). 

Appraisers: Adrien Joseph de la Place; Andres Wackernie; 
Juan Bautista Mercier; Salomon Prevost; Santiago Hubert 
Bellair; Juan Bautista La Coste. 

_ Witnesses: Pedro Bertoniere; Joseph Becat; Felipe Santiago 
Guinault; Santiago Hourselle; Francisco Carcasses; Manuel 
Monrroy; Alexandro Baure, Sr.; Joseph Wiltz. 

Assessors: Juan Doroteo del Postigo y Balderamma; Manuel 
Serrano (1790, 1794); Nicolas Maria Vidal (1791). 

Nicolas Fromentin, Deputy Sheriff. 

Luis Lioteaud, Official Taxer. 

Carlos Ximenes, Public Administrator. 

Antonio Cavalier, Inspector of Accounts. 

Santiago LeDuc, Surgeon of the Charity Hospital. 

Joseph Labie, Physician. 

Manuel Monrroy, Translator. 

Father Joseph Maria Valdes, Assistant Rector of the Church of 
St. Joseph in New Orleans. 

Francisco Broutin, Notary Public. 

Antonio Sulla, Deputy Sheriff(?). 
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August 2, 1783. 


Proceedings brought by San- 
tiago Oliphant Tanderup, 
Captain of the Brigantine, 
named the Brow(n) Elisavet, 
to prove that the losses he 
sustained were caused by a 
hurricane. 


No. 1. 28 pp. 


Court of Intendant General 
Martin Navarro. 


Assessor. 
Juan Doroteo del Postigo. 


Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


This case illustrates the legal procedure 
involved in absolving a ship captain of 
obligation on account of damage or loss 
sustained by his vessel or cargo, on ac- 
count of stress of weather, and due to 
no fault or negligence on his part. The 
action was brought in the Court of the 
Intendant, who had jurisdiction over all 
commercial affairs in the colony. 


Historical Quarterly 


Santiago Oliphant Tanderup, 
Captain and Master of the 
Packet-boat, the Brown Eliza- 
beth, presents a certified copy of 
a Marine Protest, dated August 1, 
1783, to Intendant General Mar- 
tin Navarro, Judge of the Ad- 
miralty Court, by virtue of hold- 
ing the Office of Intendantship. 
In this Protest the Captain sets 
forth that in the Port of Xamayca 
(Jamaica) on the 15th of last 
May, he began to receive freight 
and provisions to be shipped on 
his packet-boat and continued to 
take on cargo until June 3rd. On 
that day he finished loading and 
was ready to sail for Port Royal 
where they would begin the voy- 
age for this Province. The ship 
ran into contrary winds which 
prevented them from following 
the course mapped out, up to the 
morning of the 7th, then they ex- 


perienced moderate winds and 
were able to keep to their course all that day until the next 
morning at 8 o’clock, when they passed Cape West, on the 
Island of Jamaica. They were then sailing north-north west, at 
seven or eight leagues distant from the Cape. They followed 
their route, with contrary winds, all during the day of June ‘8th, 
and every day thereafter until the 13th, when at mid-day they 
recognized Cape Corriente, about one league away to the north- 
north west. They continued upon the same course until two in 
the afternoon, when almost unexpectedly they experienced 
strong hurricane winds from the south, later changing to the 
east, with increasing violence. All the sails were destroyed, 
together with the yard of the main sail. In this condition they 
continued sailing with the jib, only, which alone remained 
serviceable to enable them to steer the ship and in this way to 
save it as much as possible from the strong sea that beat against 
and shook the vessel, frequently going over it from one side to 
the other. In this state they passed the night of the said day and 
on the morning of the 14th the force of the wind and the sea died 
down, then with regular and moderate winds from the east they 
arrived at latitude 23 degrees 24 minutes north by north and 85 
degrees 53 minutes east of the Meridian of London. On this day 
they equipped the boat with another yard, main sail and other 
strong new sails and repaired all the riggings that were dam- 
aged. From then on they had good weather, with regular winds 
and occasional calm until July 8th, then there was a lull in the 
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wind when they came to the East Pass of the Balise of this River, 
where they took on a Bar er to enter it, but could not do so 
because of insufficient water to navigate the ship. The pilot 
determined to try the South-West Pass, but contrary winds 
caused them to drift and prevented their entrance. He was 
obliged to put back to sea and hold the vessel to windward upon 
the coast up to July 29th, when they were able to enter the 
River. In accordance with the above-said he has founded his 
reasons for protest, which he now makes for the first, second, 
third and as many times as the law requires, so that in conse- 
quence of it all injuries, losses, prejudices and damages that 
may have been caused to the said ship under his command, in- 
cluding the cargo, may not be charged to his account and risk, 
but to the one who may have place in law. 


Santiago Oliphant Tanderup 
then petitions, saying: As may be 
proven from the certified copy of the protest included with this, 
he has suffered considerable losses, owing to the storms he en- 
countered. Therefore, since the losses he mentions in his said 
Protest and whatever damages the cargo may be found to have 
sustained, when examined, were not through omission nor fault 
of his, may it please the Court to decree that he must not be 
held responsible at any future time for the principal and costs 
that may have been incurred, and to admit the evidence of the 
witnesses he will present, who will testify, under oath and in 
due form, in accordance with what he has set forth in his Pro- 
test, and done deliver their depositions to him so that he may 
further whatever is convenient to him. Intendant Navarro, on 
Postigo’s advice, rules: The certified copy of the Protest having 
been presented, let the evidence that this party offers be re- 
ceived. For this purpose let the witnesses appear in my Tribunal 
tomorrow, and done deliver their declarations to the petitioner. 


Captain Tanderup petitions. 


The witnesses, namely: Pilot 
Federico Dos, signing himself 
Friederich Doose, who swears in the customary way; Jonas 
Boyegen, a sailor, because of his belief in the Sacred Bible and 
the Holy Evangelists, takes his oath on the Sacred Scriptures, 
as do Peter Andres, a sailor, and Mathias Gottfried, a sailor, 
because they are Protestants. All four witnesses, each in a 
separate declaration, corroborate the testimony given by their 
Captain. 

Captain Tanderup presents a 

Santiago Olphant Tanderup Presents @ second petition, in which he states 
that the depositions of his wit- 

nesses have been delivered to him, and considering the testimony 
produced in his favor regarding the damages to both cargo and 
brigantine, therefore so as not to be held responsible for same, 
at some future time, he prays the Court to order an examination 


The witnesses testify. 
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of the said cargo by Captain Juan Sewel and Mr. Jourdan, mas- 
ter cooper, with the assistance of the present Escribano, and 
when they have completed their work they will make a written 
statement as to the condition in which it was found, and done 
deliver their report to him to further what is convenient to his 
right. Navarro, on Postigo’s advice, rules: Let the persons that 
this party names be appointed. They must be notified for their 
acceptation and oath, and done let them proceed to the examin- 
ation and making of a statement, in conformity to what has been 
requested, and done deliver their report to the Court. 


Messrs. Sewel and Jourdan, 
each in a separate proceeding, 
are notified, accept and take oath to make the examination well 
and faithfully according to their knowledge and understanding. 


oe On August 5, 1783, Captain Se- 
ee wel and Mr. Jourdan, officials 
named to examine the cargo of the Brown Elizabeth, which is 
anchored three leagues from this city, lower River, report. Pur- 
suant to the foregoing decree they went on board to make the 
examination, in the presence of the Escribano, and proceeded in 
the following manner: First they found six empty hogsheads of 
rum; six casks of brandy from the Isles (West Indies) ; two hogs- 
heads of beer; three casks, the same; one cask of Madeira wine; 
8814 dozen bottles of beer; in ten casks they found a certain 
amount of the contents missing. Here follows an itemized state- 
ment of what is lacking from each of the 10 casks mentioned. 
When there was nothing further to examine they ended the pro- 
ceeding. A marginal note, signed by Perdomo, stipulates that 
they went to make the examination as set down in the foregoing 
report and that it took three days to complete the work. 


Notification of the experts. 


Captain Tanderup petitions, 
averring that the examination has 
been made as he requested, and 
that the report presented shows various losses and deficits in the 


Captain Tanderup petitions for a final 
decree. 


cargo. He prays the Court to declare these losses legitimate, 


and for its greater force and validation to interpose its authority 
and judicial decree, so as to free him from all responsibility for 
the said losses and so that those legitimately interested may not 
take action against him for damages, at any time. This petition 
is accepted by Intendant Navarro, on Postigo’s advice, for a 
later ruling. This is delivered on August 11, 1783. It reads: 
Whereas, and considering the testimony given for Santiago Oli- 
phant Tanderup and the report of losses drawn up by Juan 
Sewel and Mr. Jourdan, His Lordship says he must declare them 
as legitimate and exonorates the abovesaid Santiago Tanderup, 
and for this purpose His Lordship interposes and does interpose 
his authority and judicial decree. Fees two pesos. 
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Captain Tanderup prays for a taxation of 
costs. 


913 


In the supposition that the case 


is finished, the petitioner asks 
for a taxation of the costs of the 


case to be made by the present Escribano, who will be ordered 
to give him a certified copy of the entire proceedings, for his 
own satisfaction as well as for the principals and interested par- 
ties, for which he will promptly pay all just and due fees. 
Navarro, on Postigo’s advice, rules a and Rafael 
Perdomo taxes costs at 69 pesos 7 reales. 


August 3. 


Proceedings taken at the 
death of Pedro Fleury, in- 
ventory and appraisement of 
his estate. 


No. 3341. 176 pp. 


Courts of Alferez Real 
Francisco Maria de Reggio 


and Alcaldes, Nicolas For- 


stall, Andres Almonester and 
Pedro de Marigny, and Gov- 


ernor General Baron de. 


Carondelet. 


Assessors, Juan del Postigo, 
Manuel Serrano and Nicolas 
Maria Vidal. 


Escribanos, Fernando Rod- 
riguez and Pedro Pedes- 
claux. 


This suit to settle a succession presents 

several interesting legal and historical 
aspects. Begun in 1788, it proceeded in 
the usual way for a time. When it was 
proven that the legal heirs did not reside 
in New Orleans nor in Louisiana, the 
Court appointed a defender to represent 
the absent heirs, and the property of the 
succession was sold and return made to 
the Court in proper form. Then followed 
a series of suits brought by creditors of 
the deceased, some of these claims be- 
ing approved and others rejected by the 
Court; and a suit by the executor of the 
succession against a debtor of the de- 
ceased. For some unaccountable reason 
the succession had not been disposed of 
at the end of five years from the time 
it first appears before the Court. When 
the disastrous fire of March 21, 1788, 
occurred in New Orleans, the proceeds 
of the estate were still in possession of 
the executor and were allegedly con- 
sumed in the fire along with most of 
the property of the executor. Within a 
year after this disaster the executor was 
assassinated, without having accounted 
for the funds belonging to the succes- 
sion. This brings new complications. 
Finally, in 1791, the defender of the ab- 
sent heirs of the succession asks to have 
@ successor appointed to represent them. 
This is done by the Court, and the new 


This succession is opened in the 
usual way when Francisco Maria 
de Reggio, acting Alcalde Ordi- 
nario, states that he has been 
notified of the death of Pedro 
Egout Fleury, who has left absent 
heirs, and for the security of the 
estate remaining, His Honor 


orders this act drawn up to begin 


the process. He directs the Es- 
cribano to collect the keys, to 
certify to the death and to bring 
the death certificate to the Court, 
so that he may render the corres- 
ponding decree. The Escribano 
goes to Mr. Fleury’s home, where 
he sees him stretched out on his 
bed, to all appearances dead and 
as such arrangements were made 
for his funeral. In a second en- 
try he states that two keys were 
given to him bv Salomon Mallines, 
Testamentry Executor. 


defender presses a suit against the widow 
of the deceased executor of the succes- 
sion, to compel her to make good the 
funds allegedly destroyed in the fire of 
1788. The widow resists and a lengthy 
litigation follows, in which the defender 
of the absent heirs insists that her de- 
ceased husband’s estate is responsible 
for the funds allecedly destroyed: the 
widow claims that her deceased husband 
was not legally responsible, since the de- 
struction of the funds was through no 
fault of his, and moreover most of the 
other property of her husband had been 
destroyed, thus leaving her in a state of 
distress and entirely unable to make good 
the loss. After two and a half vears of 
litigation over the question of the legal 
liabilitv of the executor for the funds 
allegedly destroyed in the fire of 1788.— 
and eleven years after the suit to settle 
the succession was instituted.—the mat- 
ter is still before the Governor and un- 

ided, as far as the documents go. 
During this veriod the case was before 
the courts of four separate alcaldes and 
one governor, and three different asses- 
sors and two clerks had participated in 
the various proceedings. 
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On August 4, 1783, Francisco 
Maria de Reggio orders Fernando 
Rodriguez to make a copy of Pedro Egout Fleury’s will, since 
one was executed before him, and place it at the end of this 
decree, and done bring the records to the Court so that he may 
decree what will be suitable. 


Order to produce the will. 


The will is dated July 30, 1783. 
The testator says he was born in 
Macou, in Burgundy, son of Estevan Egout and Bonaille Braud, 
both dead. He is a bachelor. His estate consists of a house, : 
house furnishings and slaves, together with all that is contained 
in a writing desk in his bedroom. He declares he does not owe 
anyone, but that various persons are indebted to him, which 
may be proven from his papers. All debts must be collected. 
Mr. Fleury appoints Salomon Mallines his Testamentary Execu- 
tor, and names as his sole and universal heirs his brothers, 
Estevan, Juan and a third, whose name he does not remember. 
ao testator was unable to sign because of the gravity of his 
illness. 


The Will. 


Francisco Maria de Reggio 
ceedings be transferred to Salo- 
mon Mallines, Testamentary Executor and guardian of the estate 
of the late Pedro Egout Fleury, so that he may further what 
is convenient to his right. Salomon Mallines then petitions to 
have an inventory and appraisement made of the estate by the 
public experts. The Court rules: Proceed to the making of 
the inventory and appraisement of the estate, as this party re- 
quests. Let it be made by the public experts, but before doing 
so they must be notified so that they may accept and take oath. 
The heirs must also be notified of Mr. Fleury’s death and must 
appoint an agent to represent their rights in the said estate. 


Fernando Rodriguez reports to 

tne scribano reports to the Court that the Court that he made enquiries 
in various parts of the city for the 

heirs of the late Pedro Egout Fleury and was informed by 
several persons that they did not know of any in this Province. 
In two separate entries the Escribano certifies that he notified 
Adrien Joseph de la Place and Andres Wackernie of their ap- 
pointments to appraise the Fleury estate. They both accept 
and take oath to proceed to the estimation of the estate well and | 
faithfully — to their knowledge and understanding. 


by the present Escribano, no heirs 
exist in this city. Therefore he prays that someone be appointed 
as their defender to represent their rights, and to whom all 
notifications and other proceedings may be sent, during the 


—_ 
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settlement of this succession. Alferez Real de Reggio receives 
this petition and on August 7, 1783, rules: Whereas, so that 
there may be someone to represent the heirs of the deceased 
Pedro Egout Fleury, since none are known to be in this Province, 
His Honor says he names and does name Francisco Broutin as 
their defender in these proceedings. Let him be notified for 
his acceptation and oath, and done deliver the records of the 
case to him so that he may take the necessary steps to preserve 
the rights of his parties. 


Francisco Broutin is notified of 

takes oath, and after qualifying 

presents a petition asking the Court to set aside a day for the 

making of the inventory and appraisement of the late Pedro 

Egout Fleury’s estate. Alferez de Reggio names the next day, 

peso! of the current month. Let the interested parties be 
notified. 


The inventely end Salomon Mallines, Francisco 


Broutin, Adrien Joseph de la 
Place and Andres Wackernie are notified and proceed to make 
the inventory and appraisement, in the presence of Francisco 
Maria de Reggio, acting for Juan Ventura Morales, and the 
Escribano, in the home of the deceased. The Fleury estate con- 
sists of house furnishings, kitchen utensils, money, jewelry, 
wearing apparel, a gun, a pistol, 1 pound of saltpeter, three 
slaves; Joseph, aged 40 years, a carter and a butcher, valued 
at 500 pesos; Ursula, aged 25, who has scurvy; and Batista, 
absent, who has been leased to Antonio Morain and has gone 
on a trip to Natchitoches. The list of papers, 38 entries, shows 
various amounts due Mr. Fleury for meat supplied to different 


persons, over a long period of time. There are also debts for 


hides and several promissory notes. The real property is des- 
cribed as a certain lot of ground situated at the corner of Saint 
Louis and Dauphine streets, adjoined on one side by Mrs. Taite’s 
property and on the other by that of one called Pierre, the 
Baker. The ground measures 60 feet front, on Saint Louis 
Street, by 120 deep, on Dauphine. The improvements are stipu- 
lated as one house built on a lot 30 feet front by 120 deep, form- 
ing the corner of Saint Louis and Dauphine streets, the said 
house measures 30 feet front on Saint Louis by 32 on Dauphine, 
adjoined on one side by a lot belonging to Pedro, the baker, and 
on the other by the property of the deceased. The house is 
divided into four rooms and is raised 18 inches upon a brick 
wall, boarded up above and below, enclosed with planks, bricked 
in between beams and covered with shingles, together with the 
kitchen built of stakes in the ground, all enclosed with a fence, 
estimated by the experts at 1100 pesos. A second house built 
on a lot 30 feet front by 120 deep, adjoined on one side by Mrs. 
Taite’s house and on the other by one belonging to the succes- 
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sion. This house has a frontage of 22 feet on Saint Louis Street 
with a depth of 32 feet. It is divided into three rooms, enclosed 
by boards, raised above the ground 18 inches, bricked in be- 
tween beams, covered with shingles, with a chimney and an 
oven, and is valued at 550 pesos. 


Francisco Broutin then peti- 
whether any other property exists, -—s tions, stating that an inventory 

has been made, and he prays to 
have the Testamentary Executor ordered to declare under oath 
and without delay whether he knows of any other property 
_ belonging to the estate, and done deliver his declaration to the 
petitioner to be used to enforce his rights. Alferez de Reggio 
rules accordingly. Salomon Mallines deposes that he has no 
knowledge of any property other than what has already been 
inventoried, and if at some future time anything else may be 
found he will place it on manifest. 


The defender of the absent 

having been inventoried, he prays 
to have same approved and the interested parties ordered to 
abide by it, and for this purpose the Court to interpose its 
authority and judicial decree. Francisco Maria de Reggio rules 
to send this petition to Salomon Mallines. He fails to answer; 
therefore Francisco Broutin presents a second petition, asking 
to have him declared in default and to have the records taken 
from him by judicial compulsion. The Alferez Real orders the 
et Executor to answer for the next session of the 

ourt. 


Salomon Mallines answers. 


Salomon Mallines then avers 
that he has been given a petition 
presented by the defender, wherein he asks approval of the in- 
ventory and appraisement. Since it conforms to law and is well 
drawn up, he also prays the Court to order the parties to abide 
by it. Alferez Real de Reggio accepts this petition and later 
rules: Whereas, with the consent of the parties he approves the 
inventory and appraisement made of the Fleury estate, and in 
consequence condemns and does condemn them to abide by it. 


the inventory has been approved, 
therefore he prays the Court to order the sale of the estate, the 
movables and effects for cash, the houses to be paid for within 
one year. This request is ordered sent to the Testamentary Exe- 
cutor, who fails to answer, thus requiring Broutin to petition 
again to say that several days have passed but his opponent has 
not responded, therefore he prays to have him declared in de- 
fault and the records taken from him by judicial compulsion. 
De Reggio orders Mallines to answer at the first hearing. 
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Salomon Mallines petitions, set- 

Maliines also asks for the sale of the ting forth that the inventory and 

appraisement of the Fleury estate 

has been approved and the defender has asked for the sale of 

same. He has no objections to offer to the public calls for 

auction of the property. The Court orders the estate cried for 
public sale as the law requires. 


The first call for the sale of the 
houses, negroes, house furnish- 
ings and effects of the Fleury estate is made September 5, 1783. 
This is followed by an entry dated September 9th, to the effect 
that the Alferez Real, acting as Alcalde, went to Mr. Fleury’s 
residence to continue the inventory of the papers, accompanied 
by the defender of the absent heirs, the Testamentary Executor 
and the Escribano; while there they wasted three days examin- 
ing many useless papers, in testimony whereof he sets this down 
as a matter of record. The 2nd and 3rd public calls are given 
on September 15th and 25th, respectively. 


Broutin asks the Court to name 
the day for the auction. Alferez 
Real de Reggio accepts the petition and later rules: Let the 29th 
of the current month be set aside for the holding of the public 
sale of the Fleury estate. The entries from pages 50 to 75 cover 
the auction which was begun on September 29th and ended 
October 3rd. It was held in the presence of Francisco Maria 
de Reggio, Francisco Broutin, Salomon Mallines and Fernando 
Rodriguez. 


The first call for the sale. 


Naming the day for the auction. 


The Testamentary . Executor 
present the account and sworn statement, petitions, saying the sale of the 
Fleury estate has been completed, 
with the exception of a negro, who according to the will is absent, 
therefore he can not be held responsible for him; and in order 
that the course of these proceedings may continue he prays the 
Court to admit the account and sworn statement of the sale. 
Francisco Maria de Reggio decrees: Notify Salomon Mallines 
that he must present the account and sworn statement within 
eight days. 
Salomon Mallines presents a 
Mr. Mallines asks for @ taxation of the -ocond petition, setting forth that 
he has been authorized to make 
the account and sworn statement of the Fleury estate, and to 
accomplish this it is necessary to know the full amount of costs, 
therefore he prays to have the taxation made by the public taxer. 
De Reggio orders Luis Lioteau to proceed with the taxation, but 
first he must accept and take oath. Luis Lioteaud qualifies, and 
on October 18, 1784, taxes costs at 177 pesos 3% reales. 


[Note: The year in all probability should be 1783, because 
the ruling ordering the taxation is October 6th, and the next 
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judgment accepting the account and sworn statement is dated 
August 18, 1784, therefore the taxation could not have been 
made the October following since it is included in the account- 
ing.—L.L.P. ] 
Salomon Mallines presents 10 
oe vouchers for various amounts he 
has paid out for the estate, mostly for the last illness and fune- 
ral of the deceased, medical services for the slaves, costs of the 
case, etc., and proceeds to render his account and sworn state- 


ment. It is as follows: 


Recapitulation 
3383 pesos 6 reales 
Charges and deductions 877 ” 5 ” 


Mallines adds a note to the effect that up to the present, 
he has not been able to make collections on the notes and ac- 
counts mentioned in the inventory and that have come into 
his possession. He takes charge of them solely on condition that 
in case they may be collected at some future date, he will then 
give a full account of them to this Tribunal, or to whomever may 
be the legitimate party. 


On August 18, 1784, Salomon 

statement. to Present the above wWrallines petitions, averring that 

he duly presents the account and 

sworn statement of the Fleury estate, together with the differ- 

ent documents relative to the accounting. He prays the Court 

to condemn the parties to abide by it. The Alferez Real receives 

the said statement and orders: it sent to the defender of the 
absent heirs. 


Francisco Broutin answers 
with tn With a petition, asking to have 
a ee the Concursus of Creditors of 

Pedro Egout Fleury filed with the 
records for the settlement of the succession. Alferez de Reggio 
rules: Let the records of the Concursus of Creditors be filed 


with these proceedings. 


| The next entry, for the year 

under the title of Concursus of 

Creditors of Pedro Egout Fleury. The first case under this head- 
ing is dated August 8, 1783, and begins with an itemized state- 
ment of medicines and medical services rendered Mr. Fleury 
by Dr. Santiago Le Duc, for the years 1781, 1782, and 1783, 
amounting to 46 piastres 4 escalines (46 pesos 4 reales), Dr. 
Le Duc presents this bill and asks to have it paid. The Court 
orders it sent to the Testamentary Executor, who answers, say- 


" 
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ing the demand is just, because he [Le Duc] was one of the 
surgeons attending Mr. Fleury during several illnesses. He 
agrees to pay the amount claimed. Alferez de Reggio orders 
this petition sent to the defender of the absent heirs. Francisco 
Broutin answers, saying he offers no objections to the payment. 
The Court receives the defender’s petition and later decrees: 
With the consent of the parties, let Dr. Santiago Le Duc be paid 
the amount claimed, for which he must give a receipt. Dr. Le 
Duc acknowledges receipt of 46 pesos 4 reales paid to him by 
Salomon Mallines, in the presence of Fernando Rodrigues, Escri- 
bano, and the following witnesses, Pedro Bertoniere, Joseph 
Becat and Felipe Guinault. 


Francisco Birot presents a bill . 
suit, Francisco Birot presents 13 nesos for wine and 12 empty 
bottles sold to Mr. Fleury, which 
he asks to have paid. The Court orders the above sent to the 
Testamentary Executor. This petition is sent to Mallines. He 
acknowledges the debt to be legitimate and offers no objection 
to the payment of it. The Court orders the debt paid, and 
because it is small and to prevent loss by legal formalities, let 
it be paid from the funds of the estate, subject to a receipt from 
the claimant. Mr. Birot receipts for 13 pesos in the presence of 
the Escribano and three witnesses. 


Juan Bautista takes action to 

reales for lumber furnished the 

late Mr. Fleury. The Court orders this claim sent to the Execu- 

tor. Mallines acknowledges the debt to be just, because Fleury 

bought the lumber to repair his house. It is ordered paid at 

once, to save further expenses, since it is small. Juan Bautista 
Seizant, called Anstive, receipts for the full amount. 


| Simon Chevrey presents a bill 
for wine and asks to be paid. The 
Court orders this claim submitted to the defender of the absent 
heirs. Broutin acknowledges it to be legitimate and offers no 
objection to the payment of it. The Court then decrees to send 
this request to the Executor. Mallines offers no objections to 
the payment of this debt, provided Chevrey can prove it to be 
legitimate. Alferez de Reggio decrees: Let this party prove his 
claim. And let the taking of his declaration be entrusted to the 
present Escribano, and done return Mr. Chevrey’s deposition to 
the Court so that a suitable decision may be rendered. 


Estevan Chambon, called St. 

The fifth suit, presents a bill of 47 pesos 
against Mr. Fleury for clothes 

and asks to be paid. Francisco Maria de Reggio orders the 
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plaintiff to prove the debt to be just, and then he will order 
it paid. Fernando Rodriguez certifies that Estevan Charbon, 
for the testimony he has offered and has been ordered to give, 
presents, as witness, Santiago Hourselle, who took oath before 
the Escribano commissioned to receive it. When the said 
bill was shown to the witness he said he did not know anything 
about its contents. 


Inserted here on page 122 is a 

iaxation of costs of these later proceed- taxation of costs, dated October 

| 20, 1783, amounting to 28 pesos 

3 reales for these proceedings covering 47 pages including the 

suits brought by the negro Joseph. [See entries August 8, 1783, 

Jose, a negro slave of the late Pedro Egout Fleury, vs. his estate 

to obtain his freedom, No 36, 5 pp., and August 16, 1783, certi- 

fied copy of proceedings begun by Joseph to obtain his freedom, 
No. 3346, 31 pp.—L.L.P.] 


Sixth suit, Pablo Azemard presents a P ablo Azemard presents 4 re- 
claim against the Fleury estate for meat ceipts, or notes, for meat de- 
goto livered and declares the estate 
owes him for 2409 pounds of meat supplied to Mr. Fleury during 
his life, and asks to be paid for same. The Court orders this 
request sent to the Testamentary Executor. Salomon Mallines 
refuses to recognize the debt and declines to pay any of these 
notes, except the one for 21 pounds of meat, since they were not 
signed by Mr. Fleury. He prays to have this claim excluded, 
because it has not been well established. Alferez de Reggio 
decrees: Let the records of the case be sent to the defender 
of the absent heirs. Francisco Broutin answers, saying he con- 
sents to the payment for the 21 pounds of meat, mentioned in the 
note dated July 24, 1780, but as none of the others are signed 
by Fleury they should be disregarded. Mr. Bertaut, who signed 
them, is not qualified to issue notes for Mr. Fleury’s account, 
as the latter knew how to write and did not require anyone to 
sign for him, Besides, in his will he did not stipulate that he owed 
any debts for meat. It does seem incredible that Mr. Azemard 
should have let four years pass without settling this account 
with Mr. Fleury. Moreover, when he knew the deceased was 
ill why did he then not ask for a settlement, instead of waiting 
_ until after he died to put in his claim. Fleury was sick long 
enough to arrange all matters before his death. Therefore, 
he prays that all bills be excluded except the one for 21 pounds 
of meat, which he consents to pay since it was signed by Fleury 
and not Bertaut. He further asks to have Azemard condemned 
to pay costs, since he has presented a claim that is without 
foundation. The Court decrees: Let this party prove the authen- 
ticity of the three notes presented and a decision will be ren- 
dered. As regards the 21 pounds of meat, in virtue of the con- 
sent of the defender of the absent heirs, let this amount be paid 
from the funds of the Fleury estate. 


4 
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Phelipe Guinault petitions, say- 


Phelipe Guinault petiti to ha tax- j 
ation mole of the contr for wert. done ing that in the dr awing up of the 


- by him. records of the Concursus of Credi- 


tors of Pedro Fleury and also 
those of the negro, Joseph, against the succession, he has had to 
write several documents that were not included in the taxation 
of costs. He prays the Court to order one made for his labors, 
by the public taxer. The Alferez Real rules: Let the costs for 
the labors of this agent be taxed by the public taxer, as it is 
prayed. Fernando Rodriguez certifies that he notified Luis 
Lioteaud, public taxer, of the foregoing decree and that he ac- 
cepted and took oath to proceed with the taxation as he had 


been ordered. 

The next entry is Francisco 

count and sworn statement of the 

Fleury estate made by Salomon Mallines. According to the 

defender’s reckoning it should be: 


Recapitulation 


Charges and deductions 509 ” 38 


Broutin then petitions, setting forth that he duly presents 
his contestation of the account and sworn statement submitted by 
the Testamentary Executor. He prays to have the one drawn 
up by him approved and all parties ordered to abide by it, the 
Court interposing its authority and judicial decree to this effect. 
Francisco Maria de Reggio rules: The account and sworn state- 
ment, mentioned above, having been presented, considering the 
differences that exist between this one and the one previously 
given by the guardian of the estate, let (the Broutin reckoning) 
be sent to Salomon Mallines so that he may further whatever is 
convenient to him. 


Fernando Rodriguez petitions, 
Fernando Rodriguez petitions for a tax- coving that in the settlement of 
the Fleury succession the Testa- 
mentary Executor presented an accounting that does not con- 
form to the one rendered by the defender of the absent heirs. 
For this reason it has pleased the Alferez Real to send the Brou- 
tin statement to Mallines, and whereas the debates of these two 
parties will be long and will cause the Ministers of Justice to be 
deprived of their fees for some time, he prays the Court to order 
a taxation of costs. De Reggio rules: As it is prayed. Let the 
costs be paid by the Executor. 


The defender of the absent 

Franciseo Broutin asks for # final taxa- Fleury heirs avers that a taxation 
of costs has been ordered, and as 

he has renounced his office of Procurador (Attorney licensed 
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to practice in the Courts), may it please the Court to decree that 
in the said taxation his fees be adjusted for the contestation of 
the account and sworn statement rendered by Salomon Mallines, 
because it was very laborious, covering 12 sheets of paper. And 
also for the comprobation of the said inventory, together with 
the sale of the property, the documents he has had to write, 
besides the work he has had to do in filing the suits brought in 
connection with the Concursus of Creditors. For all of these 
labors he places his fee at 30 pesos. Alferez Real de Reggio 
decrees: Let this fee be adjusted by Luis Lioteaud. 


The taxation of costs, drawn 
up by Luis Lioteaud, amounts to 
31 pesos 6 reales and is dated October 17, 1784. [Note: Luis 
Lioteaud allows 104 reales, or 13 pesos, instead of the 30 pesos 
demanded by Broutin for his work. ] 


Bound with the succession is a 
lines vs. Pablo Azmar to collect 
some pesos, dated January 16, 1784. The plaintiff presents 7 
receipts, or notes, for meat delivered during the years 1777, | 
1779 and 1780, and states it is evident from the above that Pablo 
Assemard (Azemard) owes the Fleury estate for 1758 pounds of 
meat, which was supplied to him. He prays to have the defen- 
dant ordered to declare, under oath, whether or not he owes 
this debt, and done deliver his declaration to Mallines. The 
Court receives the petition and receipts and rules accordingly. 


The plaintiff presents a second 

days have passed since he called 

for a declaration in accordance with the tenor of his first peti- 

tion, but the defendant has not made one. He asks to have him 

ordered to do so within a short space of time. The Alferez 

Real decrees: Notify Pablo Azemard to make the declaration, 
as prayed. Let him be summoned for this purpose. 


The defendant makes his dec- 
laration, under oath, and upon 
the examination of the 7 receipts, or notes, previously filed. He 
says the signatures are his, but instead of being indebted to 
Fleury’s succession, the latter owes him a still larger amount, 
according to the notes made by one called Bertaud, signing for 
the late Mr. Fleury, while in his service. These receipts, or 
notes, he has already presented in a Court of Justice. [See sixth 
suit entered in the Concursus of Creditors. ] 


The Testamentary Executor 
again petitions, saying that in a 
former proceeding one named St. 
Digier (Disier) [See fifth suit] took action against the Fleury 


Taxation of Costs. 


Pablo Azemard makes his declaration. 


Mallines asks to exclude St. Digier’s 
claim. 


> 
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succession to collect 47 pesos. He was ordered to prove his 
demand last December, and although nearly a year has passed 
he has not done so. Therefore he prays to have his claim ex- 
cluded, because it was brought maliciously to avoid paying the 
Fleury estate what he owed for the rental of a house and meals. 
The Court rules: Notify St. Disier that he must produce his 
witnesses within 15 days, with a warning that if he does not do 
so he must desist from making his demands. 


Salomon Mallines sets forth 
sult agninet the that Simon Chevray instituted 

proceedings against the Fleury 
estate to collect a debt (174 pesos 4 reales 5 maravedis. See 
Fourth Suit). Much time has elapsed since the Court decreed 
that the claim must be proven, which has not been done. How- - 
ever, no matter what the said Chevray may have, or might have 
done, to this effect, at the time of the inventory was made of the 
Fleury property, at which the claimant was present, he said the 
deceased owed 50 pesos, and considering that the debt for a 
larger amount has never been proven, he prays to have this 
demand excluded and that he be paid 50 pesos, only. Alferez 
de Reggio decrees: Notify the heirs of Simon (Chevray called) 
Montreil (Montreuil) to produce their evidence within fifteen 
days, with a warning that in default of this they must desist from 
their demands. 


The next entry, dated Decem- 
The Executor rover Asmar’ her 25, 1764, 
by Salomon Mallines, in which he 
states that Pablo Azemard, in his declaration, denied owing the 
amount specified, but acknowledges the notes, therefore he 
prays for a writ of execution against his person and estate. 
With regard to his statement that the succession owes him, 
this is not true, as may be seen from the proceedings on the 
reverse side of page 150, wherein it was proven that the estate 
owed him for 21 pounds of meat, only, at the rate of 3 pounds for 
2 reales, according to the price fixed on page 125. Azemard 
was ordered to prove the authenticity of the notes from page 
123 to 126, excluding 125, but up to now he has not done so, 
although more than 15 months have elapsed. Therefore he 
prays for a writ of execution against Pablo Azemard for 138 
pesos, the amount due for 1658 pounds of meat at the rate of 3 
pounds for 2 reales, its one-tenth and costs. The Court orders 
this petition sent to the Auditor of War. Juan del Postigo signs 
this ruling and later gives the legal advice necessary for a 
decision. 
The case now passes from Al- 
The writ of execution is ordered and forez Real Francisco Maria de 
Reggio’s Court to that of Alcalde 
‘Ordinario Nicolas Forstall, and on January 15, 1785, upon Licen- 
ciado Postigo’s advice, he orders the writ of execution issued, 
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as prayed by Mallines in his last petition, to collect 192 pesos 
(138 ?), its one-tenth and costs, caused or to be caused up to the 
real and actual payment. Assessor’s fees 17 reales. 


The Writ of Execution signed 
by Forstall orders the Sheriff, or 
his deputy, to require Pablo Azemard to pay Salomon Mallines, 
in his capacity as Pedro Fleury’s Testamentary Executor, at 
once, and if he does not do so immediately, seize all or any of 
his property up to the payment of the above named amount, its 
one-tenth and costs. 


The writ of execution. 


Nicolas Fromentin, Deputy 
Sheriff, reports the service of the 
writ to the Court, in these words: In accordance with the decree 
on the reverse side of this page, he went to look for Pablo Az- 
emard in various parts of the city, to request him to pay, and 
was informed by several persons that the said Azemard was 
absent from New Orleans, therefore he prays to set this down 
as a matter of record. A note stipulates that Fromentin did 
not sign because of an accident to his hand. This entry was 
written before Fernando Rodriguez, who signs. 


Service of the writ. 


Se The next document on file is an 
over undated petition presented by 

Francisco Broutin, setting forth 
that he was named defender of the absent heirs of Pedro Egout, 
called Fleury, at the time he was a Procurador del Numero. 
He has now renounced his office in favor of Antonio Mendes, 
therefore he prays that his successor be named defender and 
that he, the petitioner, be declared free from the duties of 
defender of the absent heirs. This petition is received by the 
Court for future ruling, on November 8, 1790, and is paraphed 
by Andres Almonester and Manuel Serrano. | 


On November 14, 1790, Andres 

decree rendered to the above peti: Almonester, on Manuel Serrano’s 
advice, decrees: Let Antonio 

Mendes be named defender of the absent heirs and let him be 
notified for his acceptation, oath and bond, and done he must 
come to the Court to be placed in charge of his office, at which 
time the records of the case will be delivered to him so that he 
may bring about what is suitable to the interests of his clients. 


Antonio Mendes is notified and qualitie.  ntonio Mendes is notified, 

qualifies and names Francisco de 
Sales Badillo as his bondsman. The latter also accepts and 
qualifies as such. Then on December 6, 1790, Andres Almones- 
ter, Regidor Perpetuo, Alferez Real and Alcalde Ordinario, on 
Manuel Serrano’s advice, appoints Antonio Mendes defender of 
the absent heirs of Pedro Egout, called Fleury, and gives him 
the necessary power to represent their interests, directing him 
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to seek the counsel of persons competent to give it whenever he 
needs advice, and for its greater validation His Honor interposes 
and does interpose his authority and judicial decree as may 
have place in law. 


[Note: From this point up to the last entry, which leaves 
the case unfinished, the action is carried on between Antonio 
Mendes, defender of the absent heirs, and Anna Rillieux, widow 
of Salomon Mallines, Testamentary Executor of Pedro Fleury, 
to obtain the funds belonging to the succession that were des- 
troyed in the fire of March 21, 1788, before the money was 
turned over to the rightful owners.—L.L.P.] | 


On January 10, 1791, Antonio 
the keep: Mendes petitions, setting forth 
ing belonging to the Fleury heirs. that Pedro Fleury died 714 years 
| before, leaving a will wherein he 
named his heirs, who up to the present have not received their 
inheritance because the Testamentary Executor, until his death, 
had taken care of the money resulting from the sale of the 
Fleury property. After that it passed into the keeping of the | 
widow, Anna Rillieux. According to law this lady can not take 
care of the said estate. Besides she has shown malice in taking 
possession of the money without having obtained the consent of 
the legitimate owners. The widow has a number of children, 
who in time will claim it by right of preference, and although 
he does not think it will have a favorable effect, it might start a 
chain of difficulties between the two sets of heirs. He prays to 
have Anna Rillieux ordered to give him an account of the 2506 
pesos 1 real, the amount stipulated by her late husband, as set 
down on page 90 as belonging to the heirs. He reserves to 
himself the right to take action at some future time for what 
concerns his clients. Alcalde de Marigny, on Manuel Serrano’s 
advice, accepts this petition and later a decree is rendered, 
namely: Notify Anna Rillieux that within 15 days she must ex- 
hibit the amount stipulated in the account presented by her late 
husband, giving also in the proper terms what corresponds to the 
interest earned, so that all belonging to the absent heirs may be 
placed in security, under the reservation made by the defendant, 
with the provision for what has been petitioned. 


Ana Rillieux, widow of Salo- 
mon Mallines, answers, saying 
that the day before, the 18th of the current month, the Escribano 
notified her of the foregoing decree, and whereas on several oc- 
casions she has had to observe and allege in this Tribunal upon 
the particulars of this affair, so as to establish her rights, this 
she has not been able to do without the records of the case, 
leading up to and upon which the said decision was rendered. 
she prays the Court to direct the Escribano to deliver these said 
records to her so that she may draw up her demand in due form. 


Mrs. Mallines answers. 
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In a secondary request she states that she presents this petition 
in duplicate so that, corrected and adjusted by the acting Escri- 
bano, one be returned to her certified to with the decree which 
will be rendered and the other filed in its proper place. Alcalde 
de Marigny, on Serrano’s advice, rules: To the first petition, 
let the records be delivered to her.in the customary way, and to 
the second, as it is prayed. 


Mrs. Mallines then makes a 
tion made by her late huahand second petition averring that the 

records of the case have been de- 
livered to her to prove her cause, and that this depends, in part, 
upon a declaration made by her late husband, before the present 
Escribano, 24 hours, more or less, after the destructive fire of 
March 21, 1788. She prays that the Escribano be ordered to 
give a certified copy of the said declaration, at the end of this 
representation, and that a transcription of same be delivered to 
her for purposes that may be suitable. In secondary request 
she says she presents this petition in duplicate, so that corrected 
and adjusted by the present Escribano, one copy, certified to 
with the decree rendered to it, be delivered to her and the other 
filed in its proper place. Pedro de Marigny, on Serrano’s advice, 
rules: As it is prayed to both petitions. 


The certified copy of Salomon 
Mallines’ declaration before 
Pedro Pedesclaux, made just after the fire of 1788, is dated 
March 81, 1788, and is to the effect that the fire that took place 
in New Orleans on March 21st, of the present year, in the space 
of four hours reduced the greater number of houses in this city 
to ashes. The dwellers were able to save only a very little of 
their possessions. The deponent’s house was among those burnt. 
He had on deposit with him, at the time, 17,967 pesos 11% reales 
belonging as follows: 1750 pesos to Mr. Valderguy; 1200 pesos 
to Cecilio Odoardo; 500 to Felipe Wash of the city of Cadiz; 
4000 to the Fleury Succession; 4300 pesos to Francisco Lede’s 
succession ; 6028 pesos 114 reales to the widow of the late Che- 
valier de Noyan; 190 pesos to Estevan Guinlovand. These 
- amounts make up the said 17, 967 pesos 114 reales. He placed 

this amount in a trunk, which he took, during the fire, to a house 
belonging to the widow Aurecosta, which was burnt together 
with the trunk. 


Salomon Mallines’ declaration. 


Ana Rillieux Mallines presents 
good the funds destroyed in the fire. records of the case have been de- 

livered to her to prove her cause. 
In order to do so she will set down the following facts: Her 
husband, as Testamentary Executor of the said Egout (Fleury), 
complied with the decision of this Tribunal, and on page 90 pre- 
sented the account and sworn statement, dated August 18, 1784, 


of the estate then existing, belonging to the abovesaid succession, 


» 
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held in his possession, placing all at the disposition of the Court; 
these funds remained in his keeping until the terrible fire that 
consumed the greater part of the city and in which her husband 
not only lost six houses but also the money he had in trust as he 
deposed at the time, according to his declaration which she duly 
presents, and among the sums lost was the 4000 pesos belonging 
to =~ Fleury Succession, the full amount specified in the ac- 
counting. 


All during the time from August 18, 1784, when her hus- 
band rendered his sworn statement, until March 21, 1788, the 
day of the fire, Mr. Mallines never ceased to hold the funds of 
the Succession at the disposition of the Court, but neither the 
defender of the absent heirs nor anyone else ever claimed it. 


From the above it palpably follows that if the defender had 
discharged his obligations, as he should have, during the time 
that elapsed between the rendering of accounts and the fire, the 
said funds would not have been destroyed in the flames, because 
they would not have been in her husband’s possession. He kept 
the money in good faith, ignorant of all the laws and formalities 
upon this particular. 


The defender is the one who is culpable and responsible 
for the funds, as appears from the records, because, through 
negligence, he did not take the necessary steps, as he should 
have, at the time and taken over the money from the Executor, 
instead of waiting until after the unhappy moment that he was 
killed by one named Flandre, which took place more than a 
year after the fire. 


It is well known that her husband left a large family in 
dire straits, and just as soon as he began to breath after the fire, 
in which he lost everything, he was assassinated, before he was 
able to adjust his affairs which are still in a deplorable state as 
a result of the fire and his inopportune death. 


After such potent reasons, she does not think her deceased 
husband should be held responsible for the funds in question, and 
it would be a terrible thing for her unhappy children, after 
losing everything in the fire and all the property belonging to 
their father, to be called upon to make good the money because 
it happened to be in their father’s keeping, as she has explained 
in her above statement, and was lost in the fire for which Mr. 
Mallines was in no way responsible. 


Therefore she prays, having presented a statement of the 
proceedings, that the Court will revoke the decree on page 172 
and declare her free from the obligation to pay what is due the 
Fleury Succession and to condemn the defender to pay all costs. 


She again states, in a secondary request, that she presents 
the above petition in duplicate so that, corrected and adjusted 
by the acting Escribano, one copy, certified to with the decree 
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rendered to it, may be delivered to her and the other filed in 
its proper place. Alcalde de Marigny, on Serrano’s advice, 
decrees: As it is prayed to the principal and secondary petitions. 


ss Antonio Mendes answers, say- 
hin asking to dis- ing that in merits of justice may 
it please the Court to disregard 
his opponent’s vague and malicious arguments and order the 
decree of page 172, which Mrs. Mallines has asked to have re- 
voked, carried into effect, for reasons that he will set forth: 


In the first place, the present protest is made to prove that 
Salomon Mallines’ deposition executed before the acting Escri- 
bano was made through malice and is false in all its contents, 
because he saved even the most insignificant furnishings of his 
house from the fire, and that he, Mendes, together with a num- 
ber of others, tried to prevent the fire from reaching Pedro 
Sander’s house, just in front of Mrs. Aricosti’s where Mallines 
said he deposited the chest, but when they abandoned that 
place, because it was impossible to stop the flames from spread- 
ing, there was nothing in Mrs. Aricosti’s home. It is incredible 
that a chest, containing such a large sum of money, was aban- 
doned, when it had been put in a house at the extremity of the 
city, for protection, which was among the last to burn. 


Independent of this unj‘ounded cause, favorable to his op- 
ponent, the malicious subterfuge resorted to by her must not 
be considered, whereby she blames Francisco Broutin, the defen- 
der of the estate, for not attending to the security and liquidation 
of the funds of the deceased, when the accounting he gave, con- 
testing the sworn statement drawn up by Mallines, shows that 
he did and proves that there remained 2839 pesos 1 real, in the 
Executor’s keeping, as well as interest which, according to law, 
should be paid on this capital. 


The six houses which the widow says her husband lost in 
the fire have nothing to do with his claim. Many others have 
suffered the same misfortune, which the owners have attributed 
to an irremediable accident, and were willing to make good what 
had been destroyed, rather than to cause loss to the legitimate 
owners. Therefore, he prays to have Mrs. Mallines ordered to 
deliver to him the said sum of 2839 pesos 1 real, together with 
interest, within three days, with a warning that a Writ of Exe- 
cution will be issued if she does not do so. Alcalde de Marigny 
and Assessor Serrano receive this petition and later rule: Let 
the foregoing written petition be sent to Ana Rillieux. Asses- 
sor’s fees 18 reales. | 


Mrs. Mallines pays no atten- 
tion to the last decree, therefore 
Antonio Mendes again petitions, saying that his last request was 
ordered sent to his opponent, and although seven days have 
passed she has not answered, thus causing prejudice by the 


Mrs. Mallines fails to answer. 
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delay. He prays to have her declared in default and that the 
records be removed from her keeping, by judicial compulsion, 
and delivered to him. The Court, on the Assessor’s advice, 
rules: The time having passed, let the records be removed by 
judicial compulsion. 

The opposition still failing to 
| answer, Antonio Mendes presents 
another petition stating that more than a month has passed 
since his last request was given to Ana Rillieux, but up to the 
present she has not answered. Therefore, he prays the Court 
to order the records removed by judicial compulsion and de- 
livered to him. Pedro de Marigny, on Serrano’s advice, rules 
accordingly. A marginal note signed by Pedesclaux stipulates 
that on that day, March 16, 1791, Ana Rillieux returned the 
records with her answer. 


Mrs. Mallines still fails to answer. 


Mrs. Mallines answers, aver- 
ring that in strict terms of justice 
she prays the Court to disregard all the defender has said in 
his petition, made up of calumnies, pure malice and false asser- 
tions. She asks to have the defendant condemned to pay the 
costs of this instance from the funds of the Fleury succession, 
reso hg declare her husband free of all obligation to the said 
estate. 

A guardian, such as Mr. Mallines was, cannot be held 
responsible for the property confided to his keeping, by a tes- 
tator, under will or disposition, like the one filed on page 2, 
when the said property has been lost through accident, and par- 
ticularly by a general fire, as happened in her husband’s case, 
according to what he has set forth in his declaration on page 177. 
Common sense and reason dictate that it is not the one in charge 
of an estate of this kind, who is accountable for same. The new 
defender, notwithstanding, has resorted to sophistry and is 
without either “humanity or consideration. for the deplorable 
state of a poor destitute family, nearly desperate as a result of 
the many and terrible accidents they have had to suffer, all of 
which she has related in her foregoing petition. Such misery 
should touch Mr. Mendes’ heart, but does not seem to. There- 
fore she looks to the paternal goodness of the Tribunal and 
hopes it will bear in mind that she and her unhappy children 
are good and faithful vassals of His Majesty and that the Fleury 
heirs are strangers, absent and unknown, have never been in 
this Province, and it is not known whether they exist or not, 
because the Court has never been able to obtain any news of 
them up to the present. 

The first passage of the defender’s petition contains noth- 
ing but a tissue of calumnies and falsehoods, as she will prove 
in her own time, and for this purpose she reserves the right to 
ask the necessary reparation and upon this right she will base 
her demand in due form. 


Mrs. Mallines finally answers. 
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The second passage of the said petition destroys itself, 
because there is nothing in all its contents, as far as the records 
show, to justify Mr. Mendes’s negligence, as mentioned by her 
in her previous request, and besides the law makes the defender 
responsible for the funds of the succession in question, since 
they were lost through accident. The vague and futile reasons 
lg by her opponent, in the said passage, are without founda- 

on. 

Thirdly, in answer to the defender’s charges, she declares 
and affirms that neither she nor hers have ever sought to repair 
their losses with another’s fortune, and she will defend herself 
against such an accusation, because it is more than absurd, par- 
ticularly when a charge like that is alleged without foundation 
or probability, as it is in the present case. 


Therefore, bearing in mind all she has set forth, together 
with the rest favorable to her right and that may be proven from 
the records, she prays the Court to order, as she has requested 
in the beginning of this petition, and also to reproduce the one 
she presented on page 180 and every thing else from the pro- 
ceedings that may support her claim. 

In a secondary request, she states she submits this petition 
in duplicate, so that corrected and collated, one copy may be 
returned to her with its decree and the other filed in its proper 
place. Alcalde de Marigny, on Serrano’s advice, rules: Send 
the a petition to the opposition; and in the second, as it is 
prayed. 


Antonio Mendes answers, say- 
ing the malicious calumnies and 
false assertions attributed to him by his opponent, in her written 
petition, are in keeping with the methods used by her husband 
when he managed the estate. Ana Rillieux blames the loss on 
the fire that destroyed this city, when she knows, without 
stretching the imagination, that Salomon Mallines saved every- 
thing he had in his house, and particularly the little chest con- 
taining a fortune in Treasury Notes, mentioned by the Executor 
in his declaration. This sort of numerary (numbered cur- 
rency ?) must be recapitulated (in the account and sworn state- 
ment of the Mallines’ succession?), and when this may be 
verified such a great (amount of money ?) will not be found 
missing.* 

* The Spanish text reads: “Sin estender la imajinacion a que este jenero de Numerario 
deve ser recapitulado y que no se encontrara un falta tan grande quando esta se verifique.”’ 
Translated literally: “Without to extend the imagination to which this sort of numerary 
must be recapitulated and that no such loss will be found when this may be verified.”’ 
This sentence is ambiguous, but seems to be of great importance and is repeated and 
commented upon by Mrs. Mallines in her answer. Mendes doubts the destruction of the 
Treasury Notes and does not hesitate to say so. He evidently means to imply that when 
Mallines’ succession will be audited the missing notes will be found intact and as a part 
of the above said estate. It might be read in this way: “without stretching the imagina- 
tion, that Salomon Mallines saved everything he had in his house and particularly the 
little chest containing a fortune in Treasury Notes, mentioned by him in his declaration. 


When (the account and sworn statement of the Mallines’ estate) will be verified, which 
must be recapitulated, no such great loss, of this sort of numerary, will be found.”—L.L.P. 


Antonio Mendés answers. 


. 
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The widow claims the loss of the Fleury estate was due to 
the defender’s delay in taking it over. The funds are not in his 
keeping now, so he can not render an account of them, but he 
is positively certain that the destruction of the notes in the fire 
is imaginary and he has more than sufficient evidence to prove 
this statement, which causes him to request that no credit be 
given to a legal defense based upon malice and to force him to 
pay for what the widow has gained. 

The same motive that Ana Rillieux attributes to Mendes 
induces him to prosecute his suit so that in the future she will 
not make the same charges against him. Moreover, it is his 
obligation to do so, because if he acted to the contrary he would 
not be complying with the duties of the office entrusted to him. 
Therefore, he prays the Court to order the decree of January 15, 
of this year, on page 172, carried into effect and to condemn 
Mrs. Mallines to pay costs. Pedro de Marigny rules: Let this 
petition be sent to the opposition. 


Mrs. Mallines fails to answer, 
thus causing Antonio Mendes to 
make a second petition in which he avers that eight days have 
passed, but his opponent has not answered, therefore he accuses 
her of being in default and prays to have the records removed 
from her keeping by judicial compulsion and to have the Court 
decide as he has requested. Alcalde de Marigny, on Nicolas 
Maria Vidal’s advice, decrees: The time having passed for the 
defendant to answer, let this party be notified to appear at the 
first hearing, and failing to do so, collect the records by judicial 
compulsion. Let this decree be served in due form. 


Ana Rillieux explains that up 
ey it in tian. to the present she has not been 
able to answer her opponent’s 
petition because her Attorney, Felipe Santiago Guinault, is a 
prisoner, as this Tribunal knows. Therefore, she prays it may 
please the Court to decree in accordance with Law and to con- 
sider her critical circumstances, in the matter of representation. 
Unfortunately there are only two Public Attorneys practicing in 
this city, one is the said Guinault and the other the party acting 
against her. Alcalde de Marigny, on Nicolas Maria Vidal’s 
advice, rules: This party has petitioned to have some one named 
officially and placed in charge of her defense, subject to her 
satisfaction, as there is no one to give an account to this Tribu- 
nal. For the abovesaid purpose, let the records of the case be 
returned to her as the Law permits. 


Mendes states that he has been 
notified of a decree by which he 
was ordered to deliver the records to Mrs. Mallines, in accord- 
ance with what she has set forth in her petition, namely, that 
she has no Attorney to represent her. Considering that Felipe 


Mrs. Mallines fails to answer. 


Antonio Mendes contests this request. 
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Guinault has never drawn up her instances, but has merely 
signed the written ones, pursuant to a decree of the Governor, 
forbidding the Escribanos to receive written petitions from 
parties unless they were signed by Attorneys, from the above 
the malice of the widow is patent, who wishes to perpetuate 
this cause. The person who directs her is no secret to him, 
although his name does not appear in her written documents. 
Therefore, he prays the Court to order the said Guinault to take 
an oath in due form and to declare whether he has developed 
the material, or had anything mentally to do with the written 
documents that appear signed by him in this suit, and done send 
his declaration to this Tribunal, so that it may decide what is to 
the best interest of the heirs he represents. Pedro de Marigny, 
on Vidal’s advice, rules: As it is prayed, entrust (the taking of 
the declaration to the Escribano.) 


On May 14, 1791, Pedro Pedes- 
claux, in accordance with the 
commission conferred upon him, went to the Royal Prison, where 
he found Felipe Guinault. The latter took oath, by God, Our 
Lord, and a Sign of the Cross, in conformity to Law, under which 
he agreed to speak the truth. He was questioned upon the tenor 
of the foregoing petition and answered that he has not drawn 
up any written petitions, other than those set down in his own 
hand writing, in the records mentioned. Those not in his writing 
were merely signed by him, as Procurador (Attorney.) What 
he has declared is the truth, under the oath he has taken, and 
he is thirty years of age. 


Guinault’s declaration. 


Ana Rillieux states that in 
Mrs: Mallines states she has found some- order to comply with the decree 
rendered upon her foregoing 
petition, she has found an intelligent person to execute her 
written documents and to defend her in this cause. Therefore 
may it please the Court to concede her sufficient time so that 
this party may examine and take cognizance of the records in 
question and all other details necessary and indespensable to 
her defense and upon which she will base her demand, in due 
form. The Court decrees: Let the records be delivered to her 
for the space of six days for the purposes she has mentioned. 


The defender avers that his 
opponent, by her last request, ob- 
tained the records of the case so 
as to answer his foregoing petition, which has pended for more 
than two months. Eight days have now passed and she has not 
responded, because she wishes to delay the course of this suit. 
Therefore, may it please the Court to order the records taken 
from her by judicial compulsion and in consequence condemn 
her, as in default, since she has not complied with the decree 
which ordered her to exhibit the sum of money belonging to his 


Antonio Mendes declares his opponent in 
default. 


+ 
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clients. Pedro de Marigny, on Vidal’s advice, decrees: The 
legal time having passed, notify the other party to answer for 
the first hearing, and if she does not do so, collect the 
records by judicial compulsion, pursuant to this —— which 

will serve as a writ, issued in due form. | 


Mrs. Mallines answers with a 
long petition in which she prays 
that in merits of justice it may please the Court to exclude the 
new defender and his unfounded claims and condemn him to 
_ pay the costs of this instance from the funds of the Degout 
— Fleury) succession, as she prayed in her foregoing peti- 

on 


She is a poor, unfortunate widow, with the care of a family, 
and she can hardly gain a livelihood and has not the means to 
employ a lawyer to defend her. She will state her arguments 
simply and in brief. The right upon which Mendes has founded 
his claim, which has occasioned this suit, as seems to her, does 
not exist, considering the state and nature of her cause, and far 
from being prejudicial to her rather favors her to the full extent 
possible. Therefore, she humbly prays this Tribunal not only 
to declare the succession of her late husband free (of all obliga- 
tion) but also to censure Antonio Mendes for his insults and 
calumnies against her and Mr. Mallines, which are without 
foundation and are resorted to only to injure them, as appears 
from the written document. 


In order to refute the unfounded and capricious arguments 
of the said Attorney and to convince him fully of the absurdity 
of them, she will demonstrate with one of his statements con- 
tained in his petition of page 197, in which he sets forth the 
following: without stretching the imagination to which, this sort 
of numerary must Be recapitulated and that no such great loss 
will be found when this may be verified. It is evidently clear, 
then, that the Attorney does not doubt, nor is he ignorant of her 
husband’s loss of the said funds, and until the recapitulation of 
the said Numerary is executed it is impossible to argue anything 
to the contrary concerning the loss, much less the calumnies 
Mendes has circulated against them which are without founda- 
tion, as appears from his written petition. In her own time she 
will prove the opposite to what he has said. 


All the above is a palpable contradiction of the Attorney’s 
allegations, when he says the loss of the funds is imaginary, 
because her husband saved all of his property from the fire. 
This statement is false, as she will prove in her own time. She 
will only touch now upon what her husband stated in his decla- 
ration on page 177. It is generally known that in the fire which 
took place in this city Mr. Mallines lost everything he had ac- 
quired up to that event, and that the little that could be carried 
away from the house that day, with the help of her unfortunate 


Mrs. Mallines answers. 
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children, was at the risk of their lives and because they fought 
the flames. The greater part of what they saved included the 
said funds. But a short distance away these things were con- 
sumed by the fire and the rest were mislaid, lost, or stolen, not- 
withstanding their efforts to safeguard them and that they left 
them when it was impossible to remain any longer without 
endangering themselves. The flames enveloped the city all 
that day and it was not until after the fire died down and the 
terror and panic of the people began to subside, that then, amid 
the tumult and general confusion, they gathered together some 
of the furniture and effects, which could be identified, that had 
escaped the fury of the conflagration. | 


Antonio Mendes says that he was an eye witness to such 
calamities as afflicted and will always afflict her. If such was 
the case she can not understand how he can make the statements 
he does in his petition, and by so doing he injures her 
and calumniates the memory of her husband, by making false 
charges and in accordance with them to ask to have the latter’s 
property taken to satisfy the claims of the Degout (Fleury) 
succession. Unexpectedly, in the midst of such distress, to go 
against those who could not present them seems (unjust), par- 
ticularly when it was at a time that each owner could hardly 
do more than escape from his house to avoid the flames and the 
general consternation and confusion that reigned. It is well 
known from experience that at such a moment it is difficult, 
not to say impossible, for a man to be able to think, much to be 
lost in contemplation, during the time it would take to protect 
himself from harm. Therefore, the accusations that Attorney 
Mendes brings against her husband, concerning the outcome 
of the fire, are vague, without foundation. or probability, and 
that he has made them without reflection or consideration of 
the disposition and circumstances of the man, Salomon Mallines, 
and his great and terrible afflictions. 


She hopes this Tribunal will bear in mind that her argu- 
ments are dictated by truth and also by her deplorable state, 
with her large family, ruined and desolate because of the fire 
and the loss of her husband, who was murdered, unexpectedly, 
before he was able to arrange his affairs, as she has represented 
in her petition. 

For all of the above and the rest favorable to her, and 
whatever else the paternal goodness of the Tribunal] will be kind 
enough to add and to bear in mind, so as to aid and alleviate 
the misery of an unhappy mother, surrounded by a large family, 
without support, who begs for justice and humanity, after so 
many calamities. Therefore, she prays the Court to order as 
she has petitioned, in the beginning of this written request, to 
which she adds the contents of her foregoing demands,.and to 
declare her husband’s succession free of all responsibility for 
the funds belonging to the Degout (Fleury) estate. 
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In a secondary request, Mrs. Mallines says she presents the 
above in duplicate, so that corrected and collated by the acting 
Escribano, one copy, certified to, with its decree, may be re- 
turned to her and the other filed in its proper place. Alcalde 
de Marigny, on Vidal’s advice, accepts the principal request for 
future ruling, but denies the second. 


Antonio Mendes answers, say- 
lines "prevented from disposing of her i that he justly fears Widow 
husband’s estate. Salomon Mallines, who is in pos- 

session of the Fleury estate, may 
have alienated, transferred, or otherwise disposed of it to pre- 
vent payment of the sum mentioned. Therefore he prays the 
Court to order that his opponent be prohibited from disposing 
of her property and that the Escribanos del Numero be notified 
for its fulfillment. Alcalde de Marigny, on Vidal’s advice, rules: 
Notify Ana Rillieux, widow of Salomon Mallines, not to dispose 
of the property of her husband’s succession without a permit 
from this Tribunal. Notice must be given of this decision to the 
Escribanos del Numero, in conformity to the last petition. 


Besides the official] notifications 
sent to Antonio Mendes and Mrs. 
Mallines, there is another directed to Carlos Ximenes, Public 
Administrator, and still another to Francisco Broutin, Notary 
Public. There is also a marginal note signed by Pedesclaux, 
stipulating that on the same day he placed the interdiction in 
er books that serve for this purpose in the office under his 
charge. 


Notification. 


On November 15, 1791, Pedro 
de Marigny, on Vidal’s advice, 
decrees: Whereas, let this cause be received for trial within the 
term of nine common days. Assessor’s fees 8 pesos. 


Nothing further is done until 

Mendes again petitions, setting 

forth that this cause has been received for trial, and the time 

having elapsed, may it please the Court to order a publication 

of the proofs, delivering those he has given to his opponent and 

hers to him so that they may allege, in justice and according to 
law. 

In a secondary request, he says the property of the late 
Salomon Mallines has been sold, the product of which should 
be placed in the Public Depository. He prays the Court to order 
these funds retained there until this cause has been concluded. 
Nicolas Daunoy, into whose Court this case has passed, upon the 
advice of Manuel Serrano, Assessor General, receives the above 
request for future ruling, which is given on March 24, 1794, in 
these words: Whereas, it is evident to this Tribunal that the 


Decree sending this case to trial. 
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proceedings of inventory of the estate of Salomon Mallines are 
being prosecuted in the Court of the Governor-Intendant, in 
consequence thereof this suit must also be prosecuted there, so 
as not to divide the common actuation. His Honor says that in 
accordance with the above, let this case be remitted to his 
Lordship with a courteous message, in due form, to ask whether 
the participation therein will be pleasing to him. It is to be 
understood that this said participation shall be without prejudice 
to this jurisdiction. Assessor’s fees 16 reales. 


In the city of New Orleans, on 
March 26, 1794, I, the Escribano, 
went to the house of Senor Don Francisco Luis Hector, Baron 
de Carondelet, Knight of the Religious Order of Saint John, 
Colonel of the Royal Armies, Governor-Intendant General and 
Royal Vice-Patron of the Province of Louisiana and West 
Florida, and after delivering the courteous message, in due form, 
I informed His Lordship of the foregoing decree. 


On March 26, 1794, Governor 
Carondelet rules: Let it be done 
as the Senior Alcalde requests. Later, on Vidal’s advice, Car- 
ondelet decrees: Let the records of this case be received so that 
upon seeing them he may render a suitable decision. This decision 
is rendered on April 1, 1794, and reads: Send to Ana Rillieux, as 
Testamentary Executrix of her late husband, Bruno Francisco 
Salomon Mallines, the written petition of the defender of the 
estate of the heirs of the deceased Pedro Fleury, wherein he 
asks for a publication of the proofs, and besides the above what 
the said defender represents in the secondary plea of his petition 
on page 171, in which he makes use of his right in the cause for 
what the embargo and deposit which he mentions will have 
produced. 


Baron de Carondelet receives the case. 


Antonio Mendes then says that 

Manet his petition, in. which he 
asked for a publication of the 

proofs, was sent to his opponent, and although she has been 
notified she has not answered, nor does she wish to do so. 
Therefore, may it please the Court to proceed with the publica- 
tion of the proofs as he has petitioned and to order the records 
delivered to him so that he may allege according to law. Gov- 
ernor Carondelet, on Vidal’s advice, rules: Having been accused 
(of default) since the time (to answer) has passed, let the other 
party be notified that she must answer at the first hearing, and 
not complying let the records be brought to the Court, and in 
case it is necessary they must be collected by judicial compulsion. 


[Note: The record ends here. The Publication of the Proofs 
is not included. It may be that the remainder of the case is 
filed with the Succession of Salomon Mallines, Inventory and 
appraisement of his estate, April 1, 1789, No. 2283, 96 pp. The 
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papers of the above Fleury Succession are badly put together ; 
the pages are numbered from 1 to 196, then begin again at 157 


and run to 176.—L.L.P.] 


August 4. 


Executory Process, Pedro de 
Aragon vs. the estate of An- 
tonio Chouria(c), to collect 
a debt. 


No. 33. 13 pp. 


Court of Alcalde Francisco 
Maria de Reggio. 


No Assessor. 
Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


This suit, instituted to collect a debt due 
by the succession of a person deceased, 


Three notes are filed as a basis 
for this suit. The first is dated 
April 8, 1782, and is signed by 
Antonio Chouriac. It states that 
he has received from Pedro Ara- 
gon y Villegas 5000 pesos to be 
used by them, jointly, in a trans- 
action with Basilio, Jr., under the 
same articles and conditions, the 
risk being to his account, demand 
and enemies. 


The second is a note for 325 
pesos, dated April 5, 1782, signed 
Chouriac, wherein he promises to 
pay Pedro Aragon y Villegas, or 
his order, the amount named, 
which he has received from the 
said gentleman. 


The third, not dated, is a note 


contains nothing unusual in such cases 
except the refusal of one of the parties 
concerned to appear in the Alealde’s 
Court, on the ground that he is con- 
nected with the Marine of the colony 
and can therefore be summoned only by 
the Court of the Intendant. 


has delivered to Basilio, Jr. This 
gives a list of the numbers and 
amounts of the certificates of 
eight different persons, amount- 
ing in all to 8031 pesos 6 reales 11 maravedis. Chouriac signs 
a receipt to the effect that he has received this sum to remit to 
those named therein. 


Pedro Aragon y Villegas then petitions, saying that accord- 
ing to the three notes, duly presented, the late Mr. Chouriac 
owes him 13,356 pesos 6 reales 11 maravedis. Therefore may 
it please the Court to order the Widow of the deceased, under 
oath and without delay, to verify the signatures of her late hus- 
band. Alferez de Reggio rules accordingly. Genevieve De Cal- 
longne Chouriac declares, under oath, that the signatures to the 
three notes are Mr. Chouriac’s. 


The plaintiff presents a second petition wherein he avers 
that he paid 100 pesos to Lorenzo Wiltz for the late Mr. 
Chouriac, on account, for work done on the house in which Mrs. 
Chouriac lives to-day. He prays to have her declare, under oath 
and without delay, whether it is not true that by order of her 
husband he paid the 100 pesos to the aforesaid Mr. Wiltz and 
turned over the receipt for same to her that he had signed, for 
his discount, in the total payment. Alferez Real de Reggio 
rules: Mrs. Chouriac must swear and declare as petitioned. 
Let the taking of her declaration be entrusted to the Escribano. 


of the certificates that Aragon ~ 
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Genevieve de Callongne Chouriac testifies that the contents of 
the above petition, upon which she has been questioned, is true. 


Pedro Aragon again petitions, setting forth that as may be 
inferred from the declaration on pages 5 and 7, made by Widow 
Chouriac, and the acknowledgment by the latter of the signa- 
tures on the three notes filed on pages 1, 2 and 3, the said 
deceased owes him 13,456 pesos 6 reales 11 maravedis, and 
whereas there are accounts pending between the late Antonio 
Chouriac, Joseph Briones and Aragon, may it please the Court 
to order the Widow and the Attorney representing the said 
Briones to name a competent person who will audit the accounts 
according to the tenor of the documents he has presented, and 
when the appointment of auditors has been made and they have 
examined and adjusted the debts they will give him the corres- 
ponding receipt and acquittal for his indebtedness, in accordance 
pe aoe approval. The Court orders this petition sent to the 

efendant. 


Mrs. Chouriac answers, stating that in order to effectuate 
the examination of accounts as Mr. Aragon proposes, she names 
Antonio Cavalier for her part. She prays it may please the 
Court to appoint him and to decree that the examination may 
be made by him. Alferez Real de Reggio renders a decision, 
reading: Notify Antonio Cavalier of his appointment, made at 
the request of Genevieve de Callongne, so that he may accept 
and take oath. In the meantime Jose Briones has arrived in this 
city, let him be given a copy of the petition presented by Pedro 
Aragon, on page 8, so that he may set forth whatever he may 
consider convenient. 


Antonio Cavalier is notified, accepts and takes oath to 
perform well and faithfully the duties of his appointment. 


The Escribano notifies Joseph Briones in Person. He 
answers, saying he can not consider the petition that has been 
sent to him because this suit is being prosecuted before Alcalde 
Ordinario, Francisco Maria de Reggio, and that according to 
exemption granted by the Marine he need not accept summons 
to appear in any Tribunal other than that of the Intendant, who 
alone is qualified to act as his special Judge and is competent to 
take cognizance of his judicial affairs. He requests the Escri- 
bano to set this down as his answer, which he signed. 


Mrs. Chouriac then petitions, averring that she has named 
Antonio Cavalier for her part. He has accepted the appoint- 
ment. Therefore, may it please the Court to order the auditors 
to proceed with the examination of the said accounts, as de- 
manded, and that the present Escribano deliver to her represen- 
tative the records of the suit brought by Florenso Basilio, Jr., 
against her said husband, asking to give an account of the funds 
he has in his keeping belonging to the defendant. Alferez de 
Reggio rules: As it is prayed. The case ends here. 
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[Note: This suit is entered in the calendar of Documents 
as: Proceedings brought by Florencio Bacillio against the estate 
of Antonio Chouriac, asking to be relieved of the obligations of 


a contract that has been fulfilled.—L. L. P.] 


August 8. 


Proceedings brought by Jose, 
a negro slave belonging to the 
Succession of Pedro Egout 
Fleury, to be granted his 
freedom. 


No. 36. 5 pp. 


Court of Governor Esteban 
Miro. 


Assessor, Juan del Postigo. 


Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


For further particulars see 
suit entered August 16, 1783, 
No. 3346. 


This suit presents the interesting at- 
tempt of a negro slave to gain his free- 
dom, on the ground that his deceased 
master had, before his death, in the pres- 
ence of witnesses and on several occa- 
sions, declared his intention to eman- 
cipate the slave, though no Notarial Act 
had been executed by the master to that 
effect and no provision for such emanci- 

tion was embodied in the will of the 

eased master. The case, as it appears 
here, is unfinished, and further proceed- 
ings in the matter are given hereafter, 
No. 3346, August 16, 1788. 


Josef, owned by the Pedro 
Egout Fleury estate, petitions, 
saying that his late master 
promised to free him as a reward 
for his good and faithful services. 
Mr. Monturoy asked Mr. Fleury, 
before his death, whether he in- 
tended to emancipate his slave, 
as he had agreed to do. He 


answered that he was willing and 


it was his ultimate intention to 
liberate him. The plaintiff asks 
to have the persons who were 
then present summoned to de- 
clare what his late Master had 
told them when he was unable to 
draw up the necessary Act before 
a Notary, because he was, at that 
time, in the last stage of life. 
Therefore, he prays to have the 
evidence taken, before the Asses- 
sor of this Government and Prov- 
ince, from the witnesses he will 
offer, who will testify according 
to the tenor of this written re- 
quest, and done order their de- 
positions delivered to him. Miro 
rules: Send this petition to the 
Assessor General of this Province, 
so that he may consult him as to 
what may be legal. Later Miro, 
on Postigo’s advice, decrees: Let 


the testimony be admitted that this party offers. The witnesses 
must appear before the Assessor, and done let their depositions 
be delivered to Joseph for purposes that may be suitable. 


Juan Caduc is the first witness to appear before the Assessor. 
He declares, under oath, that he was present when Mr. Monturoy 
questioned the late Mr. Fleury as to whether or not he intended 
to give Joseph his freedom, as he had promised to do. The 
deceased answered he was willing and that it was his ultimate 
intention to free the negro, but he did not draw up the necessary 
act, before a Notary, because he was too seriously ill. Mr. 
Fleury prayed the deponent and several persons who were there 
to serve as witnesses, to testify that he meant to emancipate his 
slave. This was not the only time he heard him make the above 
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statement, because on Saint Peter’s Day, while eating with Mr. 
Fleury, the latter said to those who were at the table that he 
wished his negro to be free, so that he need never know any 
other master. He is certain that Pedro Egout Fleury drew up 
a note of freedom, in Mr. Duperial’s writing, although the said 
paper granting Joseph his liberty, according to what he has 
heard, can not be found. 


Joseph Duperial testifies that one day in May he was at 
breakfast with Pedro Fleury. Joseph entered and his master 
gave him 5 pesos and said to him: It is not 5 pesos you merit; 
you deserve your freedom. He turned to the witness immedi- 
ately and said: ‘In all of New Orleans, there is no negro like 
this one, and I think at the end of my days I shall give him his 
freedom.” He heard him make this same statement many times 
and finally on the morning of June 14, Fleury passed his house 
and asked him to draw up a note of liberation, which is as fol- 
lows: After being satisfied with the services of Joseph, my 
negro, I, Pedro de Gog called Flori grant him his freedom in 
order that it may serve him whenever convenient. The said 
Fleury did not sign, but said he would sign in the afternoon, or 
on the morning of the following day. This note will be found 
in one of the drawers of the commode. 


Joseph Calie is the next witness. He states that about a 
month and a half or two months before, while he was at Pedro 
Fleury’s house, the witness seeing his slave, Joseph, working 
there, said: “‘You have a good negro.” Fleury answered: ‘‘He 
will never have another master. At my death I shall give him 
- his freedom, in case he survives me.”’ 


Simon Chevrey declares that forty-eight hours before 
Fleury’s death, the witness asked him: “Dost thou wish thy 
negro to be a slave?’”’ He answered: “It would not be just that 
he should remain a slave.’”’ He has heard him say the same on 
other occasions, and he knows that Mr. Fleury drew up a paper 
granting Joseph his freedom, but failed to sign it. The record 
ends here. See August 16, 1783, No. 3346. 


[Note: This suit consists of 
August 9. two exhibits, a petition and a 
ruling. The first entry, written 
Proceedings brought by in French and dated July 8, 1783, 
Sofir (Sophie) Brunet, to is what is known as a sale “by a 
force Mr. Marmillon and his_ simple piece of paper” and has 
brother to take back a slave. no place in Spanish Jurispru- 
dence. The Code O’Reilly strictly 
No. 62. 4 pp. stipulated that sales of every des- 
cription must be made by No- 
Court of Alferez Real Fran- tarial Act, the original to be filed 
cisco Maria de Reggio. in the Notary’s Books of Public 
Documents and never to be re- 

No Assessor. moved therefrom.—L.L.P.] 
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Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


This suit, to recover the purchase price 
of a defective slave, sold to a free 
mulatress without the execution of a 
Notarial Act of Sale, as required by law, 
possesses some interesting aspects. It 
appears that the vendors had taken ad- 
vantage of the ignorance of the free 
mulatress and of the fact that the sale 
could have no legal standing in Court, 
in the hope that she would have no legal 
recourse against them in the matter of 
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This sale reads that Marmillion 
declares and certifies to have sold 
and delivered to Miss Soffie, 
daughter of Louison Brunet, a 
crude negress, one brought over 
as cargo on the brig, the Jason, 
for 280 piastres, of which amount 
she has paid 180 in cash, the 
other 100 piastres payable ac- 


the sale of the defective slave. There 
is no final decree entered in the suit, so 
far as the record goes. 


cording to her note, next October. 
After the negress was seen and 
examined by Miss Sophie, she de- 
clared herself satisfied and took the slave to her house. 


The second exhibit, also in French, is dated August 7, 1783. 
It is a certificate, wherein Dr. Joseph Labie sets forth that he 
went to Miss Sophie’s house, at her request, on the 3rd of this 
month, to see a negress, and after examining her he declares 
that he found her suffering from a little fever, diarrhoea and 
scurvy. He is inclined to think that her illness is of long stand- 


ing and that the said negress is in danger of losing her life 
shortly. 


Sofie Brunier, a free mulattress of this city, presents these 
two certificates and avers that Mr. Marmillon and his brother, 
Mr. Mercier (half-brother ?), on July 3rd, sold her, by a simple 
piece of paper, which is the same she files with this record, a 
crude negress, as healthy and without faults, whereas the 
negress, far from being healthy is suffering from scurvy and 
other infirmities, as the above certificate proves. Therefore she 
prays the Court to order Messrs. Marmillon and Mercier to take 
back the slave and return to her the 180 pesos she has already 
paid in cash and also her note promising to pay the other 100 
pesos, the total value of the slave, because the said sale can not 
by any title or reason hold good, since it is fraudulent and defec- 
tive, even though it was not preceded by the drawing up of a 
written act of sale, which the vendors maliciously refused to exe- 
cute, explaining it was not necessary, in case of a sale of a crude 
negress, to go through with such formalities. Alferez de Reggio 
orders this petition sent to the opposition. The suit ends here 
and in consequence is unfinished. 


Pedro Vizoso, Master Calker, 


August 11. a of Limodre, in Galicia, and 
resident of this city, petitions, 
saying he has been led to under- 


so as to be appointed to ex- 
amine the ships that arrive 
in this Port. 


No. 74. 2 pp. 


stand that Arnaldo Magnon, 
Chief Harbor Master, is about to 
leave for Europe, and that he 
gives up his appointment made 
by this Tribunal to examine all 
ships arriving at this Port. Con- 
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Court of Intendant General 
Martin Navarro. 


No Assessor. 
Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


This case illustrates the legal method of 
making a temporary appointment to a 
petty office in New Orleans under the 
Spanish regime. The proceedings came 
before the Court of the Intendant, who 
had jurisdiction over all commercial 
matters. 
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sidering that this said place must 
be filled by some competent per- 
son, may it please the Court to 
name him to the vacancy and to 
grant him the power to exercise 
the functions of the office, con- 
sidering he is sufficiently quali- 
fied to discharge the duties of the 
position. 

Intendant Navarro rules: It is 
evident to him that what Pedro 
Vizoso represents is true. From 
this moment let him be named to 
examine the ships that arrive in 


this Port, since there is no Captain of the Dock Yard, in the city, 
to fill this position, until such time as His Majesty may dispose 


according to his Royal Pleasure. 


In the interim the petitioner 


may use and exercise his office with the same frequency and 
authority with which Arnaldo Magnon did. And let him be 
given a certified copy of this representation to serve to draw 


up a title to this appointment. 


August 16. 


Proceedings brought by Jose 
Ramon de Dilis, Captain of 
the Frigate, The Espiritu 
Santo, to prove that the 
storms he has encountered 
had caused his ship to 
ground. 


No. 67. 52 pp. 


Court of Intendant Martin 
Navarro. 


No Assessor. 


Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


These proceedings present an excellent 
illustration of the legal procedure fol- 
lowed in absolving the captain of a ship 
of all liability or responsibility for 
damages sustained by his vessel and 
cargo, on account of storms and the 
grounding of the vessel at the mouth of 
the Mississippi, or for the extra ex- 
penses incurred on account of that dis- 
aster. The Court of the Intendant had 
jurisdiction in the matter, since it was 
connected with commercial affairs. 


This case opens with a certified 
copy of a Marine Protest filed by 
Joseph Ramon de Dilis, Captain 
of the frigate, ‘““The Espiritu San- 
to.”” He sets forth that he sailed 
from Bordeaux for this Port on 
April 18th of this year, and on 
the 26th of the same month 
arrived at North longitude 358 
degrees, latitude 40, where they 
encountered severe storms, with 
hurricane winds, the sea running 
high, buffeting the ship and roll- 
ing over the deck. The weather 


- remained the same for four days, 


causing much damage to the hull, 
tackle and riggings, and as a 
result a great deal of water en- 
tered the hold, even though he 
used every precaution and re- 
sorted to every tactic he could 
think of or skill suggest to avoid 
losses, but without success. Then 
the wind changed to the North- 
East and the voyage was con- 
tinued as prearranged and upon 
reaching the Island of Santo Do- 
mingo they followed its coast. 


« 
a 
4 
4 
“ " 
a 
> 
P 
wee 


Index to Spanish Judicial Records of Louisiana 943 


On June 4th, when they were a short distance from Cape 
Isabelica, they were overtaken by a furious blow which forced 
him to make Port immediately; this said Post was Santo 
Domingo, France. He resumed his voyage on June 10th, ex- 
tending his route so as to pass to the South of the Island of Cuba. 
They sailed between the Island named Caymanes and Cape San 
Antonio. On the 14th of the said month he ran into a severe 
squall, with high winds from the South which lasted forty-eight 
hours, thus putting a further strain upon the battered ship, its 
tackle and riggings. Then the wind veered to the South-East, 
and he followed his chartered course, looking for the Balise of 
this River, but he did not succeed in finding it as soon as he had 
expected, because of contrary winds and calm experienced in 
the Gulf of Mexico. On July 14th, according to his reckoning, 
the ship lay between the Breton and Candelaria Islands (Chan- 
delier) where, at ten o’clock at night, a strong wind blew from 
the North-North-East, causing him to fear they might fall to 
leeward of the Pass. On the advice of the other navigating 
officers, they cast anchor in ten fathoms of water. At one o’clock 
in the morning the wind freshened up strongly, then he found 
that 20 fathoms of new 13-inch cable, as well as an anchor, had 
been lost while submerged. Soundings were made and the ship 
was obliged to lay to until the following day. At dawn sails 
were set to take a course in the direction of the mouth of the 
River, as they were still looking for the Balise, which was dis- 
covered at two in the afternoon. They cast anchor there, and 
at six o’clock of the same day received the Harbor (Bar) Pilot 
on board. They remained there until the next day, the 16th, 
then in the morning they weighed anchor and came to a stop 
in front of the said Balise, a half league from land, where they 
remained all the rest of the day, the 17th, because the winds 
were unfavorable for entry. Later, with moderate winds from 
the South-West, they attempted to go through, but notwith- 
standing all tactics, none of which were omitted by the Pilot, 
they grounded in the Pass, although everything was done to 
avoid this danger. Lengthening the anchor had the desired 
effect and pulled the boat outside, where it remained navigable 
in five fathoms of water. Then he was advised by the Pilot 
that it would be impossible for the ship to enter any of the 
Passes unless it was lightened of a part of the cargo. Without 
loss of time he requested a boat to be supplied for this purpose, 
but none could be found at that place. He then sent a notice to 
the city to get one to come down the river, fit for what was 
needed, as soon as it could be despatched. In the interval, while 
waiting for a boat to come to his aid, he had the foresight to 
begin lightening the frigate by removing a part of the cargo to a 
small barren island which they had discovered in the said Pass, 
which could accommodate forty casks of wine, but no more. In 
due time the ship that was expected arrived; it was of 35 tons 
and was chartered by them for 200 hard pesos, to go and return. 
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It was immediately loaded and sent to the city. On the 26th 
of the said month, with fresh, favorable winds from the South- 
East, upon the advice of the Pilot, who had been kept on board 
all the time, and assured by him that the boat could enter 
without danger of obstruction and would not suffer any dam- 
ages, he weighed anchor and set sail to go through. When they 
were between the two battures of the said Balise they unex- 
pectedly ran into a squall, with strong winds, which carried the 
boat off course and caused it to ground on the North Batture. 
While in this position he lengthened the anchor, with all possible 
haste, hoping to pull the frigate into deep water. This proceed- 
ing to float it was useless, like the others attempted. They 
remained stranded until nightfall, then the wind blew up 
strongly from the South-East and this, together with the action 
of the surf, forced the hull further aground, causing damages, 
by throwing the side of the ship out of gear, breaking some of 
the timbers and also a part of the iron-work of the rudder, which 
was a total loss. He despatched a second message to the city, 
asking to have sent down, as quickly as possible, a boat of suf- 
ficient tonnage, to lighten the “Espiritu Santo” of her entire 
cargo. In answer a schooner came, the Santa Ana, 890 tons. 
It was chartered for 500 hard pesos. Just as soon as it arrived, 
it went to the side of their vessel to take off what remained in 
the hold. With this transfer accomplished, the frigate floated 
and was able to navigate the Pass. Immediately thereafter the 
crew put back on board the cargo that had been removed to the 
barren island. They also transferred to their ship the freight 
that had been deposited on the schooner, which took leave of 
them. He then undertook to ascend the river, arriving at the 
levee of this city day before yesterday, the 14th of the current 
month. In consideration of the abovesaid, he must careen and 
repair the vessel so as to be able to make the return trip from 
this city to his destination in safety. It is now a total wreck, 
owing to the misfortunes that have overtaken them. These 
needed repairs will add excessive expenses to those already in- 
curred for the two boats sent to their assistance. He reserved 
to himself the right to retain the receipts for chartering same, 
until some opportune time. Therefore what he has suffered 
in prejudices, losses, injuries and damages to his frigate, as well 
as his cargo, must not in any way be attributed to negligence, 
carelessness, or malversation on his part. He protests for the 
first, second, third, and as many times as the Law requires, so 
that in consequence thereof the abovesaid losses and expenses 
may not be charged to the account, nor at the risk of the party 
making this Protest, but to the one who is legally responsible. 
Thus he executed and signed, the witnesses being Francisco 
Carcasses and Manuel Monrroy, residents of this city. Joseph 
Ramon de Dilis. Before Rafael Perdomo, Notary Public for the 


Royal Treasury. 
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Jose Ramon de Dilis, Captain 
, Santo,” and resident of this city, 

appeared before the Intendant General and petitions according 
to law, without prejudice to whatever may be favorable to him, 
saying that, as may be proven from the certified copy of the 
Protest which duly accompanies this, the ship under his com- 
mand suffered considerable losses, besides the damage to the 
cargo he brought here, caused by storms and the grounding of 
his frigate. In consideration of the abovesaid and because it 
was not through negligence or any fault of his that the losses 
mentioned in his Protest have been sustained, therefore may it 
please the Court to decree, so that he may not be held responsible 
for the principal and costs at any future time; and also to admit 
the testimony of the witnesses which he will present, who must 
take oath in due form and without delay to declare to the truth 
of what he has set forth in the Protest. They must appear 
before His Lordship, Martin Navarro, to make these declara- 
tions, and done deliver their depositions to him to be used when 
convenient. Martin Navarro rules: The certified copy of the 
Protest having been presented, let the testimony this party offers 
be received for the purposes above stated. Let the witnesses 
appear in his Tribunal on the 18th of the current month, and 
done deliver their depositions to the petitioner. 


| The testimony of the witnesses 
Catnesses testify to the truth of the i, taken before Martin Navarro, 

| Intendant General of this Prov- 
ince and of the Royal Treasury, assisted by Juan del Postigo y 
Valderrama, Auditor of War and Assessor General. Those 
appearing are: Pedro Catain, Lieutenant of the Frigate, “The 
Espiritu Santo”; Santiago Lemoyne, Pilot; Pedro Acher, Second 
Captain; Miguel Nicolin, Quartermaster; Juan Gravier and Leon 
Mather (Dematerre), passengers. All are examined according 
to the tenor of the Protest, and each in a separate declaration 
verifies the statements made by Captain de Dillis. 


Jose Ramon de Dilis presents 
two exhibits. The first is a 
receipt, dated August 25, 1783, and signed by P. Guerin, wherein | 
it is stated that the signer has received from Messrs. Reaud and 
Fortier 200 piastres for a voyage he made to the Balise to . 
lighten the ship, “The St. Esprit.’”’ The second is also a receipt, 
dated August 30 and signed by Charles Daniel. The signer 
declares, at the Balise, to have taken on board of his schooner, 
“The Sainte Anne,” the cargo from the ship, “The Saint Esprit’, 
and to have received from the hand of Mr. Fourtie (Fortier) the 
sum of 500 piastres for the charter of the said schooner. 


The Captain presents two exhibits. 
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Captain de Dilis petitions to be 
permitted to prove the legality of 
the payments he has made to the persons who assisted him with 
their boats to lighten the frigate under his command. He pre- 
sents the receipts he has in his possession, so that they may be 
filed with the proceedings and be translated into Spanish. 
Intendant Navarro rules: The receipts that he mentions, having 
been presented, let them be filed with the records and a trans- 
lation be made of same by Manuel Monrroy, who must be noti- 
fied so that he may accept and take oath. 


Escribano Rafael Perdomo noti- 

jranesation Of the Receipts from French fies Manuel Monrroy of the fore- 

going decree, pursuant to which 

he says he accepts and does accept and swears by God, Our 

Lord, and a Sign of the Cross to make the translation well and 

faithfully according to his knowledge and understanding. The 
next entry is the Spanish rendering of the two receipts. 


The Captain 

Captain de Dilis petitions to be exoner- request, setting fort a e 
suet.“ Diame in the matter of dam- records of this proceeding have 
been delivered to him as he 

demanded in his first petition, therefore may it please the Court 
to consider the testimony he has produced, by which it has been 
proven that the losses sustained were not because of a lack of 
intelligence on his part, nor through any fault of his, and to 
declare them as legitimate, interposing his authority and judicial 
decree for its greater force and validation. The Intendant re- 
ceives the above petition for future ruling, which when given 
reads: Whereas, and attentive to the testimony that Captain 
Jose Ramon de Dilis has furnished, he has justly proven that the 
losses he has sustained and the expenses he has incurred in con- 
nection with the frigate under his command have been caused 
by storms, and that the running aground they had suffered was 
not through the negligence nor fault of the said Captain, His 
Lordship says that henceforth, in the best form that may have 
place in law, he approves and does approve as legitimate and 
unavoidable, and for the benefit of the said Captain and for 
greater force and validation His Lordship interposes and does 
interpose his authority and judicial decree. Let a taxation of 
the costs be made by the present Escribano and paid by the 
aforenamed Jose Ramon de Dilis. Assessor’s fees forty reales. 


: Captain de Dilis presents his 

‘these Prococdings petition, stating that in order 
to be able to satisfy the parties 

legitimately interested in all that has taken place, and so that 
he may in no way, nor at any future time, be held responsible 
for the losses and costs that have been incurred, he prays the 
Court to order the Escribano to provide him with a certified copy 


Captain de Dilis petitions. 
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of these proceedings, authorized in public form, in such a way 
as may have credit, and he will promptly pay all just and due 


fees. 


Intendant Navarro rules: 


Let this party be given the 


certified copy he asks, upon the payment of just and due fees. 


Taxation of the costs of the case. 


August 16. 


Certified copy of the Pro- 
ceedings begun by the negro, 
Joseph, to obtain his free- 


dom. 
No. 3346. 31 pp. 


Court of Governor Esteban 
Miro and Alcaldes de Reggio 
and Almonester. 


Assessor, Juan del Postigo. 


Escribanos, Rafael Perdomo, 
Fernando Rodrigues and 
Pedro Pedesclaux. 


This suit is a continuation of the pro- 
ceedings entered above as No. 36, August 
8, 1788. The slave attempted to prove 
the existence of a Notarial Act emanci- 
pating him, drawn up by his deceased 
master prior to his death, though no 
‘such Act was on file in the records, and 
no provision for his emancipation had 
been included in the will of the master. 
The slave tried to prove, by the testi- 
mony of several competent witnesses, 
that it had been the expressed intention 
of his master to emancipate him, and 
that an act to that effect had been 
actually drawn up, though it could not 
be found in the records. The defender 
of the absent heirs of the deceased 
master resisted the claims of the slave, 
and the matter was apparently dropped 
at this time, the Court ordering the 
slave to keep silence for the future. 
However, the slave renewed his demands 
for freedom, after a lapse of seven years, 
during which time the executor of his 
master’s estate had died and the de- 
fender of the absent had gone out 
of office; but, so far as the record 
shows, the slave was no more successful 
in 1790 than he had been in 1783, in 
his attempt to gain his freedom. 


Rafael Perdomo taxes costs at 
48 pesos 6 reales, on September 
9, 1783. 


This record opens with a certi- 
fied copy of the suit filed on 
August 8, 1783, No. 36. The 
former proceeding consisted of a 
petition by Joseph, averring that 
his late master, in the presence 
of Mr. Monrroy and other wit- 
nesses, had at different times 
stated that he intended, before 
his death, to grant his slave his 
freedom. He asks to have per- 
sons who had heard his owner so 
express himself summoned to 
give the testimony required, so as 
to prove the truth of his claim, 
and that their depositions be de- 
livered to him. Governor Miro, 
on the advice of the Assessor 
General, rules accordingly. The 
witnesses, under oath, Juan Car- 
duco, Joseph Duperial, Joseph 
Calie and Simon Sobre (Chev- 
rey), all testify to the number of 
times and the circumstances un- 
der which they had heard Fleury 
say he meant to emancipate 
Joseph. Mr. Duperial further 
states that he wrote out a note, or 
form, by which Fleury freed the 
negro, but failed to sign, putting 
off doing so until some future 
time. This witness states that 
this paper will be found in a 
drawer of Fleury’s commode. 
Simon Chevrey’s declaration ends 
the first suit. In this certified 
copy there is a second petition by 
Joseph, in which he sets forth 
that in order to be able to present 
a continuance of the proceedings 
made at the death of his owner, 
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to demand his freedom, may it please the Court to order the 

Clerk of the Court to give him a certified copy, drawn up in 

public form, of the said proceedings and he will promptly pay 

a just and due fees. This petition is granted by Governor 
iro. 


The case is resumed in the 
Court of Alferez Real Francisco 
Maria de Reggio, with Fernando 
Rodrigues as Clerk, when Jose, Mr. Fleury’s slave, presents him- 
self and says that his master, before he died, offered to give him 
his freedom in remuneration for his good services, as the testi- 
mony which accompanies this proves. He prays the Court, in 
view of what he has produced, to order an act of emancipation 
executed by the person in charge of the Fleury succession and 
given to him. Alferez de Reggio receives the documents men- 
tioned and decrees that this incident be run in a separate copy 
book and sent to the late Mr. Fleury’s Testamentary Executor. 


Salomon Mallines answers by 
asking to have the present Escri- 
bano certify as to what has been done in this matter and when 
this certification has been received, order whatever may be 
according to Law. Alferez de Reggio decrees: Let this petition 
be sent to the defender of the absent heirs. 


Salomon Mallines, Executor, answers. 


Francisco Broutin, Defender of 

Francisco Broutin, Defender of the heirs, tho absent Fleury heirs, answers, 
setting forth that Joseph’s de- 

mand is unfounded and that he has neither the right nor any 
legal grounds for claiming his freedom, because he has not 
presented any document authorizing it, and the testimony which 
his witnesses have given does not amount to anything, since 
Fleury was nearly always drunk, (as is generally known.) It 
may be that to stop his importunities, he said to him: “I shall give 
thee thy freedom and thou wilt not serve another master;” and 
it may be supposed that he really thought to do so, but an 
instant later he decided differently, as may be proven from his 
will. In this document the testator declares that he owns 
negroes and furniture in this city, but he makes no mention of 
emancipating Joseph, in any part of the said will. On the con- 
trary, when the present Escribano talked to Fleury about setting 
the said negro free, he answered: “You leave me alone,” and 
put his arm and hands over his eyes and would not answer 
another word on the subject. Besides, the slave condemns him- 
self in the testimony he has presented. His witness, Joseph 
Duperial, declares that the said Fleury told him to write out a 
note of freedom, and after it was made he would not sign, said 
he would do so in the afternoon or the next morning, and that 
this note would be found in the drawer of the commode. All 
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the papers were inventoried, including those in the commode and 
every other place, but the note was not found, which is proof 
that the deceased had no intention of giving the negro his free- 
dom. Therefore, he prays to have the present Escribano ordered 
to certify, at the end of this written document, whether or not 
it is true that he, Rodrigues, talked to Fleury about the emanci- 
pation of his slave, and that he was told to leave him alone, put 
his arms and hands over his eyes and would not answer a word 
about Joseph’s freedom, and done deliver the certification to 
him to be used to enforce his rights. The Court rules: Let the 
present Escribano certify, as petitioned, and done let his certifi- 
cation be delivered to Mr. Broutin. 


Fernando Rodriguez sets forth 
that, pursuant to the foregoing 
decree, he must certify and attest that the day before Mr. Fleury 
died, Joseph, his slave, came to his office and told him that his © 
master had sent for him. He went to Mr. Fleury’s house, accom- 
panied by Salomon Mallines, and when they reached there 
Joseph questioned his owner as to what he had determined to 
do about him. Fleury looked at him with much anger, and put- 
ting his arms over his eyes, said: “‘Leave me alone, thou injurest 
me with thy offensive speeches,’ and showed a great display of 
temper against the negro. This is what happened, and the slave 
did not say a word. Later, Joseph said to him, while they were 
standing at the foot of Mr. Fleury’s bed: “Sir, he has promised 
me my freedom,” and I answered, ‘““‘What wouldst thou have me 
do? If he does not wish to give it to thee, I can not force him 
to do so.” The Escribano further attests that Mr. Fleury was, 
to all appearances, in the full possession of his faculties. 


Fernando Rodriguez certifies, as ordered. 


Francisco Broutin answers, say- 
Bodrigues' cer- ing that the Escribano’s certifi- 
cation has been delivered to him. 
As it appears from this document, all the negro has stated above, 
about his freedom, is false. He prays the Court to exclude his 
pretentions and to impose perpetual silence upon him. Alferez 
de Reggio receives this petition, and later, on October 1, 1783, 
decrees: Considering that nothing favorable to the plaintiff 
results from either the will drawn up for Pedro Egout Fleury, 
or the testimony produced for Joseph, the negro slave belonging 
to this succession, but according to the certificate of the present 
Escribano it appears that the said Fleury, two days after making 
his will and a little while before he died, would not free his 
slave, even though the negro tried to force him to do so, and 
that Mr. Fleury was to all appearances in the full possession of 
his faculties at the time. Therefore, he declares Joseph’s pre- 
tentions to be without place, and in accordance whereof, let 
him be notified that he must not cause useless costs to the estate, 
with a warning of what may have place. 
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On April 30, 1790, in Alcalde 
Joseph petitions for the records of the 4 ndres Almonester’s Court, Pedro 
Pedesclaux, Clerk, Joseph, a 
negro belonging to Hilario Boutte and formerly owned by the 
late Pedro Fleury, represented by Procurator Felipe Guinault, 
presents himself and avers that a little after his master’s death 
he entered suit to obtain his freedom, which had been promised 
him. The records of this case are in the present Escribano’s 
office, and in order to make himself acquainted with its present - 
state, he prays the Court to have the Clerk deliver these records 
to him in the usual way. Alcalde Almonester, on Postigo’s 
advice, rules: As it is prayed. 


On June 11, 1790, Joseph again 
presents himself in Court and says 
that in order to continue his just demand, drawn up according 
to law, he prays Alcalde Almonester to revoke, substitute and 
amend the decree of page 24, because it was not rendered in 
accordance with the evidence presented in the declarations of 
the witnesses, running from page 4 to page 13, inclusive, where- 
in it has been sufficiently proven by four friends of Mr. Fleury, 
who had discussed the matter with him, that he had promised, 
before them, to emancipate the petitioner, which has not been 
done on account of the opposition of the defender of the Fleury 
heirs. This said opposition is without foundation or support. He 
prays to reject it and to decide as he has prayed, and so that 
there may be someone to answer this petition, considering that 
the Testamentary Executor has died and the Public Attorney, 
Francisco Broutin, defender of the absent heirs, has sold his 
office, he asks to name others for the purpose. Andres Almones- 
ter, on Juan del Postigo’s advice, receives this petition and later 
a decree is rendered, reading: To better prove, (his claim) let 
this party present a certified copy of the will executed by Pedro 
Fleury, and done let the case be brought back to the Court. 


ofthe This is followed by a certified 

copy of Pedro Fleury’s will. One 
is also filed with the succession. See August 3, 1783, No. 3341. 
In this will the testator makes no mention of emancipating his 
slave. The record ends here. : 


August 16. ' Mrs. Baure sets forth in her 

petition that upon the death of 
Proceedings brought by her husband she was left a plan- 
Genoveva Labranche, widow tation at Burnt Canes (Las Canas 
of Alexandro Baure, Jr., ask- Quemadas) about four leagues 
ing permission to sell a plan- away from this city, and consider- 


tation. ing that she can not manage the 
place alone, because she is a 
No. 3350. 6 pp. woman, she prays to be granted 


a permit to sell it and invest the 
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Court of Alferez Real Fran- funds realized from the sale in 


cisco Maria de Reggio. other property, more advanta- 
geous to her minor children. Al- 
No Assessor. ferez de Reggio orders this 


petition sent to Francisco Broutin, 
Escribano, Fernando Rod- Curator ad lites to the minor 
riguez. . children of Alexandro Baure, Jr. 


Francisco Broutin, as Curator 
followed by a widow, in order to obtain ad lites to the 
iwc to the sale, provided bond will be 

given for the part that belongs to 
his minors, according to the account rendered for the partition 
of their late father’s estate. The Court decrees: This party 
must prove the advantage to be gained for the said minors, by 
the sale of the landed property. Let the taking of the testimony 
of the witnesses be entrusted to the present Escribano, and done 
their declarations must be brought to the Court so that a 
decision may be rendered. 


The first witness called is Alexandro Baure, Sr. (father of 
the late Alexandro Baure, Jr.) He testified that it will be of 
great advantage and benefit to Mrs. Baure to sell the plantation 
mentioned, because every day it is falling more and more into 
decay, as she can not manage it and does not understand farm- 
ing and besides must be in the city at all times. Joseph Wiltz 
~~ Joseph Bicat, the other two witnesses, give exactly the same 

estimony. 


The Court must have given a verbal order to sell, because 
no written decree or ruling is filed with the records. The next 
entry is dated July 29, 1787, and is a petition presented by Fer- 
nando Rodriguez, to the effect that Mrs. La Branche has prose- 
cuted a case before him, asking to sell a plantation. He prays 
the Court to order a taxation of costs, to be paid by the party 
responsible for them. Alferez de Reggio rules: As it is prayed. 
Let the costs be paid by Genoveva La Branche. Luis Lioteau, 
official taxer of costs, is notified, accepts and takes oath, and 
taxes costs at 7 pesos 3 reales. 


The petitioner presents her 
August 21. baptismal certificate which 
reads: Father Joseph Maria Bal- 
ves (Valdes), a Friars Minor of 
the Regular Observance of Our 


Juaneta, a mestiza belonging 
to Mr. Moroteau, petitions 


for her freedom. Holy Father, Saint Francis, Assis- 
tant to the Rector of the Parish 
No. 3345. 14 pp. Church of Saint Louis in New 


Orleans, certify that in one of the 
Court of Governor Esteban Books of this Parish in which the 
Miro. entries of the Baptisms of Colored 
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; eople are written, which begins 
Assessor, Juan del Postigo. the year 53 and 
. page 54 of the said Book, is the 
Escribano, Fernando Rodri- fojjowing: In the year one thou- 
lta on the fifth day o ay, I, the 
ng in undersigned, baptized, with the 
mae Se ordinary ceremonies of the 
interested parties. The court tose were Church, Jeanne, a daughter of 
pease the case Gas ta cont... & savage, a slave of Mr. 
Silvain Gilioja, the father un- 
known. The god-father was Silvain Giliojo and the god-mother, 
Jeanne Mautard, who have signed with me, the day and year 
as above. (Signed) Father Dagobert. 


This conforms to the original that remains in the Archives 
of the said Parish Church, to which I refer and to which I 
attest, in the city of New Orleans, on the 16th of August of the 
year one thousand seven hundred and eighty three. (Signed) 
Father Jph. Valdes. 


Juaneta, a mestiza slave of Mr. Maroteau, petitions, saying 
that she wishes to free herself at her just price. Therefore she 
names Adrian de la Place, for her part, and prays the Court 
to order her master to name an appraiser for his. Miro, on 
Postigo’s advice, decrees: Let the appraiser be appointed that 
this party names. He must accept and take oath in due and 
proper form. Let the other party be notified to appoint some- 
one for his, so as to proceed to the making of the estimation 
which Juaneta requests. Let the taking of these proceedings 
be entrusted to the Auditor. 


Adrian Joseph de la Place is notified of the foregoing 
decree, and he accepts and takes oath in due form to proceed 
well and faithfully in the appraisement of the said mestiza, 
according to his full knowledge and understanding, without 
injury to the party. 


Juan Bautista Maroteau answers, saying that Fernando 
Rodriguez has notified him of an order issued by His Lordship, 
directing him to name an appraiser who must place a value upon 
his mestiza, Juana. This slave, according to appearances, wishes 
to redeem herself. Therefore, in obedience to the above decree, 
he names Mr. Mercier, a resident of the lower coast, and prays 
to have this appointment confirmed and that the two appointees 
be ordered to proceed with the estimation. Esteban Miro, on 
Postigo’s advice, rules: Let this appraiser be appointed, for 
this purpose, and let him be summoned for the morning of the 
26th. Juan Mercier is notified and qualifies. 


The Escribano then certifies that they went to Licenciado 
Juan del Postigo’s house, where there were present Adrian de la 
Place and Juan Bautista Mercier, to make an estimate of the 
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mestiza, Juana, also present. The said experts stated that for 
reasons they will explain in their own time, they can not proceed 
with this said appraisement. Therefore he sets this down as a 
matter of record. New Orleans, August 23, 1783. 


Juan Bautista Moroteau then petitions, averring that the 
two appraisers, one for his mestiza and the other for himself, 
cannot agree and did not put a valuation on the slave. There- 
fore he names Salomon Prevost, an intelligent person, in place 
of J. B. Mercier, so that just as soon as he has accepted and 
taken oath he can proceed to act for the petitioner in the ap- 
praisal of the said mestiza. Governor Miro, on Postigo’s advice, 
decrees: Let the appraiser be appointed that this party presents 
and proceed. Salomon Prevost is notified and qualifies. 


Juana then petitions to name Santiago Hubert Bailair (Bel- 
lair) as her appraiser. Miro, on Postigo’s advice, approves the 
appointment and orders them to proceed. Bellair also qualifies 
and they proceed to make the appraisement. 


Messrs. Prevost and Bellair proceed, and after various con- 
ferences upon the talents, age and robustness of Juana, Salomon 
Prevost values her at 600 pesos and Santiago at 500, which 
estimation, they say, they have made well and faithfully. 


Juana then states that the appraisers appointed do not 
agree, therefore she prays the Court to name a third in discord. 
The Governor, on his Assessor’s advice, rules: Considering the 
appraisers named do not agree, let Juan Bautista La Coste 
be named the third in discord; he must accept and take oath 
in due form of law, and done let them proceed to make an 
appraisement. 


There is no record of the notification and qualification of 
Mr. La Coste. The next entry is dated September 4, 1783, which 
reads, in part: There appeared in the office of Juan Doroteo 
del Postigo, Juan Bautista La Coste, the third named for the 
appraisement, and having placed on manifest the records for 
estimation already made, wherein it is set forth that Salomon 
Prevost had valued the slave at 600 pesos and Santiago Bellair 
at 500, and having examined the mestiza, in the presence of her 
owner’s wife, upon her talents and intelligence, he said he 
appraised her at 500 pesos. This estimation he has made well 
and faithfully according to his knowledge and understanding, 
= - signed with the Auditor of War, to which the Escribano 
attests. 


Juana then petitions, saying that the third in discord has 
appraised her at 500 pesos, and in accordance with this valuation 
she has exhibited the money and prays His Lordship to order 
Juan B. Maroteau to draw up an act of emancipation for her, 
as she has requested. Esteban Miro, on Postigo’s advice, de- 
crees: In the city of New Orleans, on the fifth of September, of 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty three, Sefior Don Este- 
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ban Miro, Colonel of the Fixed Regiment of this Place and 
Governor, ad interim, of this Province, having seen the estima- 
tion made by the third named in discord, for the sum of five 
hundred pesos, His Lordship says he must order and does order 
Juan Bautista Maroto to execute the necessary Act of Emanci- 
pation for Juana, a mestiza, born a slave in the time of the 
French Domination. Assessor’s fees 5 pesos. 


On July 21, 1787, Fernando Rodriguez, Escribano, petitions, 
saying that Juaneta, a mestiza slave of Mr. Maroteau, has prose- 
cuted a suit before him to obtain her freedom. Therefore he 
prays for a taxation of costs which must be paid by the one 
responsible for same. Miro, on Postigo’s advice, rules: As it is 
prayed. Luis Lioteau is notified, qualifies and taxes costs at 29 
pesos. 


The first entry is an exhibit, 


August 23. namely a certified copy of a 
Notarial Act of Sale by which 
Executory Process, Antonio Santa Ana (Sainte 
Anne), resident of this city and 
Antonio Santana Natchitoches, conveys to Santiago 


Chapron his negress slave, Maria, 
aged about 45 years. She be- 
longs to him because she was 
purchased from Josep Chalon, 


vs. 
Santiago Chapron. 


To collect a debt. 


No. 79. 15 pp. 


‘Courts of Alcaldes Francisco 
Maria de Reggio and Nicolas 
Forstall. 


No Assessor. 


Escribano, Rafael Perdomo. 


This suit to collect a debt by executory 
process is interesting chiefly because of 
the difficulty involved in bringing the 
defendant, who resided in the country, 
into Court, as well as for the fact that 
the costs of court were apparently not 
collected until nearly two years after 
the suit was settled out of court. 


by act passed before Leonardo 
Mazange, Notary Public, dated 
April 26, 1781. The vendor sells 
Maria as a servant sound of mind 
and body and without any bad 
habits, such as dishonesty and 
drunkenness, and free of all liens 
and mortgages, for the sum of 
430 pesos, which the vendee 
promises to pay on February 15, 
1782, and for the security of this 
debt he gives a mortgage on his 
present and future estates and 
particularly on the negress, whom 
he promises not to sell nor alien- 
ate until the debt is paid. 


Antonio Santa Ana petitions, saying it is evident from the 


certified copy which duly accompanies this request, that Santi- 
ago Chapron owes him 430 hard pesos, subject to the aforesaid 
mortgage made in his favor for the security of the debt incurred 
for the purchase of the slave. Up to the present he has not 
paid anything upon this said sum, notwithstanding that the date 
of maturity has long since past, which should have been Feb- 
ruary 15, 1782. Therefore, resorting to Executory action, which 
the document he presents permits, he prays the Court to issue 
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a writ of execution against any or all of Mr. Chapron’s property, 
and particularly against the real estate encumbered, its one- 
tenth and costs. Alferez de Reggio decrees: Notify Santiago 
Chapron that he must come to an agreement with Santa Ana 
within three days, and failing to do so, let the writ of execution 
be issued, as prayed. 
: | The plaintiff presents another 
tition. Presents second etition, averring that because 
the defendant lives in the country 
he has not been notified of the ruling to his last request, there- 
fore he prays for a writ of citation and to entrust its delivery 
to any competent person. Alferez Real de Reggio rules: Issue 
a writ of citation as petitioned, and entrust its delivery to Nicolas 
Fromentin (Deputy Sheriff). A marginal note, signed by Per- 
domo, stipulates that the writ of citation has been issued in 
accordance with the requirements of the foregoing decree. 


By decree rendered on this day 
by Senor Don Francisco Maria dé 
Reggio, Alcalde Ordinario of this city and its jurisdiction, the 
present was issued, ordering Nicolas Fromentin to go to Santiago 
Chapron’s plantation to notify him to appear within a short 
space of time, in the office of the present Escribano, to attend 
to certain matters, as he has been directed to do. New Orleans, 
September 18, 1783. 


Return of the Writ. 


Writ of Citation. 


The next entry reads: In the 
city of New Orleans, on the 
twenty second of September of the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty three, before the Escribano, appeared Nico- 
las Fromentin, Deputy Sheriff of this city, who said that in ful- 
fillment of the order to serve a Writ of Citation, he went to 
Santiago Chapron’s plantation, situated four leagues away from 
this city, for the purpose of notifying him of the contents of the 
Writ, which he did not serve because he found him gravely ill. 
Mr. Chapron prayed to have this set down as his answer. 
Attested to and signed by Nicolas Fromentin. Before Rafael 
Perdomo, Escribano Publico (Clerk of the Court.) 


Woe. On November 5, 1783, Antonio 

Santa Ana again petitions, setting 
forth that the declaration (Writ) demanded in his first request 
has not been obeyed because Nicolas Fromentin found Santiago 
Chapron gravely ill, as the proceedings show, set down at the 
end of the return of the Writ of Citation, which the Court 
ordered served. Therefore, considering that Mr. Chapron is at 
present here in the city, may it please the Court to issue a new 
Writ, without requiring the plaintiff to enter another suit. Al- 
ferez de Reggio decrees: Notify Santiago Chapron that he must 
appear in the office of the present Escribano within two days, 
to be made acquainted with what he has been commanded to do 
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(by the Court, ) with a warning that if he fails to appear he will 
be brought to this Tribunal by judicial compulsion and at his 
own expense. For this purpose, issue the Writ of Citation in 
conformity to what is prayed. A marginal note specifies that 
the Writ which was ordered has been issued and delivered to the 
party. 

Soto By decree rendered by Fran- 
cisco Maria de Reggio, Alcalde 
Ordinario of this city, it was ordered to issue the present Writ, 
so that any competent person or Minister of Justice may notify 
Santiago Chapron to appear in the office of the present Escri- 
bano within two days, to be made acquainted with what has 
been decreed, with a warning of Judicial Compulsion. New | 
Orleans, November 5, 1783. . 

a In the city of New Orleans, 
December 13, 1783, before the 
Escribano and witnesses, appeared Nicolas Fromentin, Deputy 
Sheriff, and he said that in consequence of the Writ, on the 
reverse side of this page, he went to Santiago Chapron’s planta- 
tion, five leagues from here, so as to notify him of its contents. 
He stated that he would not obey the order conveyed in the 
said Writ, and asked to have this set down as his answer. 


April 12, 1785, Rafael Perdomo 
presents himself before Alcalde 
Nicolas Forstall and petitions, saying that during the year 1783 
Antonio Santa Ana brought Executory Proceedings against San- 
tiago Chapron to collect 430 hard pesos, which was extraju- 
dicially discontinued, but the fees that justly belong to the 
Minister of Justice were left unpaid. Therefore may it please 
the Court to order a taxation of costs to be paid by the said 
Chapron, and so as to make this collection, issue a Writ of Cita- 
tion, because he makes his home in the country. Alcalde Nicolas 
Forstall rules: As it is prayed in all. : 


By decree rendered by Nicolas 
Forstall, Alcalde Ordinario for 
this city and its jurisdiction for His Majesty, it was ordered to 
issue the present so that any competent person or Minister of 
Justice may go to the plantation where Santiago Chapron re- 
sides and notify him that within two days he must appear in 
this city, in the office of the present Escribano, so as to be made 
acquainted with a certain decree, with a warning that acting 
in the contrary he will be conducted to the city by judicial com- 
pulsion and at his own expense. New Orleans, April 12, 1783. 


ahs The last entry is the return of 
the Writ and reads: In the city 
‘of New Orleans, the third of April of the year one thousand 
_ seven hundred and eighty five, before the Escribano, appeared 
- Antonio Sulla (supposedly a Deputy Sheriff), and he said that 


Rafael Perdomo asks to tax costs. 


The Writ of Citation. 
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with the Writ on the reverse side of the page he went to Santiago 
Chapron’s plantation, situated five leagues away from the city, 
lower River, to notify him of the contents of the Writ. He 
replied that he would obey orders. This he requested to have 
set down as his answer. The record ends here and is therefore 


unfinished. 


August 27. 

Pedro Bidou 
vs. 

Pedro Bertier. 

No. 3319. 3 pp. 


Court of Alcalde Francisco 
Maria de Reggio. 


No Assessor. 


Escribano, Fernando Rodri- 
guez. 


To collect a debt. 


There is nothing unusual about this 
executory process to collect a debt. The 
debtor acknowledges his obligation, but 
the record ends before final disposition 
of the case. 


Pedro Bidou petitions, averring 
that it is evident from the note at 
the end of the account which he 


duly presents (not included with 


the record), that Pedro Bertier 
owes him 98 pesos 314 reales 
which he has been unable to 
collect, although he has made 
several attempts to do so. He 
prays that his opponent be or- 
dered to pay without delay, and 
failing to give satisfaction a 
decree will be rendered in accor- 
dance with the law. The note 
this party mentions having been 
presented, let Pedro Bertier ac- 
knowledge his signature, under 
oath, the taking of his testimony 
to be entrusted to the Escribano, 
and done send his declaration to 
the Court. 


Pierre Bertier, under oath, be- 


fore Escribano Fernando Rodri- 
guez, upon seeing the note, declares that the signature at the 
foot of same is his and that he owes the amount of money speci- 
fied therein. 


The plaintiff presents a second petition, saying it is evident 
from the note duly presented that Pedro Bertier owes him 96 
pesos 3 reales, and considering the executory merits that 
result in his favor, he prays for a writ of execution against the 
her = property of the above, for the said sum, its one-tenth 
and costs. 


Alferez Real de Reggio receives this petition and later 
rules: Issue a writ of Execution against the person and property 
of Pedro Bertier for the sum of 98 pesos (31% reales), its one- 
— _ costs. The record ends here and is therefore un- 

nished. 


(To be continued.) 
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